
RESOLUTIONS PROPOSER BY THE RELIEF COMMISSION

General Red Cross Relief Action
Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross

"The Conference,
referring to the Report drawn up in 1939 by the Study 

Commission set up by the 16th International Red Cross Conference 
and, in particule.!’, to the conclusions of this Commission on the 
subject of the constitution of special Relief Funds,

considering the approval given to this recommendation by 
the Preliminary Conference of the National Led Cross Societies 
meeting in Geneva in 1946,

paying tribute to the relief work carried out on behalf of the 
victims of armed conflicts by the National Fed Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red lion and Sun Societies as well as by other institutions 
working in the spirit of the Geneva Convention,

expresses the hope that the solidarity shown in this relief 
work may develop and that this work of mutual relief may be 
rendered more effective and rapid b" the constitution of special 
reserve funds held either by the National Societies themselves or 
by international Red Cross institutions acting as intermediaires 
for these Societies, or by the inclusion in the annual budget of 
each of the National Societies of funds for international relief 
work to be expended in time of emergency in the manner described 
ab ove,"
The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference,

considering that it is not the responsibility of the ICRC to 
advance the cost of handing and forwarding charges with reference 
to supplies sent to it by a National Society for the relief of suf
fering ,

resolves that when any National Society desires to send supplie 
to the ICPC for such a purpose, it should forward when possible, 
a drawing account for this purpose and that an accounting of the cost 
of forwarding and handling such supplies should be later supplied 
to the Society sending them so that the account between the Society 
and the ICRC may be kept properly balanced.



Geno ral Re d Cross Relief Act i on
League Report

The 17th International Red Gross Conference,
considering that the mitigation of suffering by practical 

action contributed towards the development of solidarity am., peace 
between men, request-s National Societies to intensify their 
activities in order to obtain effective results and thus diminish 
suffering„

It considers that it is the duty of the League of Red Cross 
Societies to facilitate the exchange of relief between National 
Societies and to maintain contacts between these Societies towards 
this end.



II. General Red Cress Relief Action
(1) Peport of the league

RESOLUTION NO. 4 PROPOSED BY THE LEAGUE OE RED CROSS 
SOCIETIES TO THE RELIEE COMMISSION OE THE 17TH 
INTERNATIONAL PEL CROSS CONFERENCE

Whereas, on November 19, 1946, the General Assembly of the 
United Nations by resolution voted "that the Members should 
encourage and promote the establishment and cooperation of duly 
authorized voluntary national Red Cross and Red Crescent organi
zations and "that the necessary steps should b e 
taken to ensure that in all circumstances contact may be maintained 
between national Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of all coun
tries, so as to enable them to carry out their humanitarian task", 
and

Whereas, the carrying out of this humanitarian work would be 
greatly facilitated especially during epidemics and natural cala
mities if the Governments would accor.d to the national Societies 
and to international Red Cross institutions, by analogy the faci
lities provided for by the humanitarian Conventions in case of armed 
conflicts, i.e. in particular;

(a) special travel facilities for Red Cross personnel when 
engaged in their official duties and by the granting of 
travel visas to thorn;

(b) special facilities for the transmission of Red Cross 
correspondence ;

(c) special facilities for the rapid, transfer from one 
country to another of funds to be expended in Red Cross 
activities ;

(d) special facilities for the rapid movement of Red Cross 
medical and other relief supplies to'stricken and needy 
peoples;

(e) special facilities for the exemption from customs duties 
on Red Cross relief supplies;

all of the above in complete agreement with the national Society 
of the country concerned,
The 17th International Red Cross Conference,

resolves to request all Governments to give sympathetic 
consideration to requests of their respective Red Cross or Red 
Crescent Societies as well as international Reu Cross institutions 
for application of the above five principles.



General Rod Cross Relief Action
Coordination of Relief Action by National Societies

Whereas, resolutions adopted by the XIXth meeting of the 
Board of Governors of the league of Red Cross Societies .urged 
that all Red Cross relief, where possible, bo channeled from 
one Red Cross Society to another, ane further urged that appeals 
in the name of the Red Cross be for purposes that are solely 
concerned with Red Cross work, and

Whereas, the activities of a national Red Cross Society 
can be substantially impaired if appeals are made in the country 
of such society in the name of or with the endorsement of 
another Red Cross Society, now therefore,

The Conference resolve’s that any Red Cross appeal for assistance 
from the country of another society shall bo forwarded to the so
ciety of such country in accordance with established procedures. 
Otherwise, a National Society shall not under any circumstances 
directly or indirectly solicit funds or other assistance nor 
authorize or permit its namre to bo used in any solicitation of 
funds or other assistance in a country of another society.



Action générale de la Croix-Rouge en matière de secours·.

Coordination de l'action de secours des Sociétés nationales

" la XVIlème Conférence internationale, appuyée par l’appel fait 
par le Médiateur des Nations Unies pour la Palestine, ainsi que par 
les représentants des Gouvernements et des Sociétés de Croix-Rouge et 
de Croissant- Rouge du Moyen Orient en faveur de l'assistance aux 
victimes des hostilités en Moyen Orient.,

invite tous les Gouvernements et toutes les Sociétés nationales 
de faire tout ce qui est en leur pouvoir, par les voies normales gouver
nementales et de Croix-Rouge pour alléger les souffrances des victimes des 
hostilités, sans considération de race, foi ou statut■politique.”

General Red Cross Relief Action

Coordination of Relief Action by National Societies

The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference supported by the 
appeal made by the United Nations Mediator for Palestine, as well as by : 
representatives of Middle-East Governments, Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies for assistance to the victims of the hostilities in the Middle- 
East*

Urges all Governments, and all National Societies to do their utmost 
through normal governmental and l{ed Cross channels to alleviate the 
suffering of the victims of hostilities irrespective of race, creed 
or political status*



P RD s ■
General Red Cross relief •Action
Relations of National Societies with Governmental and * •
International Relief Organisations

The Conference recommends to National Societies that,
while at all times demonstrating their willingness to 

cooperate with Governments or International organisations, for the 
relief of the suffering”, and

• while maintaining their function of supplementing official 
aid and providing emergency help.

National Societies should not sink their identity or endanger 
their unique position of strict impartiality, by combining with 
other organisations, official or unofficial.

The XVIIth International Fed Cross Conference resolves 
that cooperation between· National Societies on one hand and 
Governments or. National or international relief agencies on the 
other hand can on special occasions be authorized under the 
conditions that the use of the name and emblem of the Red Cress 
is in conformity with the principles of the Geneva Conventions.
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Action générale de la Croix-Rouge en 
matière de secours.

III Rapport sur lfaction conjointe du CICR et de la Ligue.
en matière- de secours.

"La XVIIe Conférence Internationale de la Croix-Rouge
estimant essentiel une coordination des actions de secours entre

prises dans l'esprit de la Croix-Rouge,
exprime le voeu que les deux institutions internationales de la 

Croix-Rouge perfectionnent leur échange d'information afin de mieux 
coordonner les secours de Croix-Rouge dans leur domaine respectif 
d'action, étant entendu que la liberté d'action des Sociétés de Croix- 
Rouge, de Croissant-Rouge et de Lion et Soleil Rouges sera complète
ment respectée.

General Red Cross Relief Action.

Report Of The Joint Relief Of The I.C.R.C. And League.

"ïhe XVIIth International Conference of the Red Cross
considering that it is essentiel to co-ordinate the relief acti

vities undertaken in the spirit of the Red Cross:,.
recommends that the two internat ional Red Cross institutions per

fect their exchange of information in order to better coordinate Red 
Cross relief in their respective field of action, it being understood 
that the freedom of action of Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion 
and Red Sun shall be fully respected.



RELIEF COMMISSION

Ù>

Draft Resolution submitted by the ICRC on blockades

The Relief Commission recommends that the International Red Cross Confe- 
rende adopt the following resolution:

"The Conference,
having examined the report submitted to it by the ICRC on its material 

relief operations during the 'Second World War, and the report of the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies 
on their joint relief operations,

considering the great difficulties encountered by the ICRC, the League 
of Red Cross Societies and Rational Societies in carrying out their charit
able activities, by reason of the measures of economic blockade taken by the 
belligerents,

realising that, in practice, the effects of war blockades have, on too 
many occasions, extended to categories of persons not involved in the re
sistance of the state subject to blockade (children, old people, sick 
persons, etc,)

confirming the resolution already adopted by it at its meeting in Brussels 
(1930),

(1) recalls that, in virtue of the humanitarian spirit which the Red Cross 
endeavours to maintain in time of international war, civil war, or internal 
disturbances* the use of weapons of an economic character should not impede 
shipments of emergency supplies intended to ensure a minimum amount of food 
for the victims of armed conflicts nor, in particular, should it prevent 
assistance being given to prisoners of war, civilian internees and civilian 
populations by means of medicines and medical equipment, tonics, food and 
clothing, it being understood that the institutions in charge of passing 
such relief su plies through the blockade, should give a reasonable guaran
tee to each of the belligerents that the distribution of these goods in the 
beneficiary countries would be subject to control, thus ensuring that they 
would not serve military ends,

(2) invites both the National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and 
Sun Societies and- the ICRC to draw the attention of Governments to this re
solution,

(3) requests the Diplomatic Conference which will be entrusted with the 
final wording of the humanitarian conventions, both revised and new, examin
ed at this session, to bear in mind both the texts of these drafts and this 
resolution when drawing uu the provisions of the Conventions on economic 
blockades,

(4) invites the ICRC to contact, if necessary, the competent bodies of the 
United Nations with a view to obtaining alleviation, in accordance with this 
resolution, of any measures of collective coercion which may be ordered by 
the said organisation? "



RELIEF COMMISSION

The Relief Commission recommends that the International Red Cross Con
ference adopt the following Resolution:

"The Conference,

Having examined the report submitted to it by the ICRC on its 
material relief operations during the Second World War, and the re
port of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League 
of Red Cross Societies on their joint relief operations,

considering the great hardships suffered by war victims by rea
son of the shortage of transportation facilities available to the 
Red Cross both by sea and by land,

(1) draws attention to the importance of talcing steps to ensure 
the speedy shipment of relief supplies to the war victims listed in the 
revised or new humanitarian Conventions examined by the 17th Interna
tional Red Cross Conference,

(2) stresses particularly the interest attaching to the mea
sures to be taken in the event of military operations preventing the 
belligerent powers from ensuring the shipment of such relief supplies,

(3) recommends that the Ciplomatic Conference which will be en
trusted with the final wording of these draft conventions confirm all of 
the provisions regarding the rapid shipment of relief supplies.'1

Draft Resolution submitted by the ICRC on the shipment of relief supplies



RELIEF COMMISSION

relief actions
Draft of the ICRC resolution relating to the co-ordination of Red Cross

The Relief Commission proposes tint the International Red Cross Con
ference adopt the following resolution:

The Conference,

Considering it most desirable that relief action undertaken in 
the spirit of the Red Cross be co-ordinated,

recommends that the two international Red Cross institutions, 
coming to an agreement in each individual case, taking due account 
of their individual possibilities, act, to the greatest possible 
extent as an information and co-ordination agency, while reserving 
at the same time the complete freedom of action of the National Red 
Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies and of institutions 
working in the spirit of the Geneva Convention.



RELIE? COMMISSION

for Relief Sunnlies
Draft Resolution submitted by the ICRC on the constitution of reserve Funds

The Relief Commission recommends that the International Red Cross Con
ference adopt the following Resolution:

"The Conference,

referring to the Report drawn up in 1939 by the Study Commission 
set up by the 16th International Red Cross Conference and, in parti
cular, to the conclusions of this Commission on the subject of the 
constitution of special Relief Funds,

considering the approval given to this recommendation by the 
Preliminary Conference of the National Red Cross Societies meeting 
in Geneva in 1946,

paying tribute to the relief work carried out on behalf of the 
victims of armed conflicts by the National Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies as well as by other institutions work
ing in the spirit of the Geneva Convention,

expresses the hope that the solidarity shown in this relief work 
may develop and that this work of mutual relief may be rendered more 
effective and rapid by the constitution of special reserve funds held 
either by the Societies themselves or by international institutions 
acting as intermediaires for these Societies«"



Stockholm, August 25, 1948,

RELIEF COMMISSION

Preliminary draft of resolution submitted by the ICRC concerning trans
portation of relief supplies.

The Relief Commission recommends the adoption byr the International 
Red Cross Conference of the following resolution :

"The Conference,

having examined the reports submitted to it both by the ICRC con
cerning the material relief activities carried out by it during the second 
world war, and by the ICRC and the League concerning their joint relief 
activitiesj

Considering the great hardships inflicted on war victims by reason 
of the shortage of transportation facilities from which the Red Cross 
suffered both on land and on seaj

1) draws attention to the importance of the provisions for ensuring 
rapid transportation of material relief supplies to war victims, which are 
incorporated in the humanitarian conventions, revised or new, examined by 
the XVIIth International Red Cross Conferencej

2) lays particular stress on the importance attaching to the measures 
to be iaken in the event of military operations preventing the belligérants 
from ensuring transportation of such relief supplies}

3 ) expresses the hope that the diplomatic Conference in charge of 
giving 3uch draft conventions their final form will confirm in their entiret 
the provisions concerning the prompt forwarding of material relief supplies.



Stockholm, August 26, 1948

RELIEF COMMISSION

Draft Resolution proposed by the ICRC relating to the creation of special 
reserve funds for material relief.

The Relief Commission requests the International Red Cross Conference 
to adopt the following resolution :

"The Conference,

Referring to the report drawn up in 1939 by the Study Commission 
appointed hy the XVIth International Red Cross Conference, and in 
particular to the said Commissions conclusions with regard to the 
creation of special relief funds.

Considering that this recommendation was approved by the prelimi
nary conference of national Red Cross Societies meeting in G-eneva 
in 1946,

Paying tribute to the relief work carried on for the victims of armed 
conflicts by the national Red Cross, Red Crescent p.nd Red Lion and 
Sun Societies, as well as by other institutions acting in the spirit 
of the Geneva, Convention,

Expresses the desire that the solidarity evidenced by this relief 
work be developed and that this work of mutual assistance be ren
dered more efficacious and more rapid by the creation of special 
reserve funds held either by the societies themselves or by the 
international institutions serving as intermediaries between these 
Societies



D» RELIEF COMMISSION

IIo General Red Cross Relief Action, 

a ) Report of the I.C.R.C.

Resolution submitted by the Canadian Red Cross Society.

The XYII International Conference of the Red Cross«

Considering that it is not the responsability of the I.C.R.C. to 
pay any of the handling and forwarding charges required to handle and 
transport supplies sent to it by a national Red Cross Society for the 
relief of suffering of any person or persons outside of Geneva

resolves
that when any Red Cross Society desires to send supplies toihe I.C.R.C. 
for such a purpose it should forward when possible to the I.C.R.C. a 
drawing account for this purpose and that an accounting of the cost of 
forwarding and handling such supplies should be later supplied to the 
Society sending them so the account between the Society and the I.C.R.C. 
may be kept properly balanced»



M E M  G R A N D  IT M 

of the Peruvian Red Cross.

At the TVth Panamerican Red Cross Conference, meeting in Santiago 
de Chile in 1941, the Peruvian Delegation presented a proposal to organize 
in America, an "Inte ram eric an Help Coordination Board". After its adoption, 
a Working Group was set up, which listed 5 countries: U.S.A., Colombia, 
Ecuador, Chili, and Peru, and was assigned the drafting of a Proyect of 
Statute.

In June 1943, this Working Group met in Lima. After examination, it 
approved the Proyect of Statute and resolved to submit it to the following 
Panamerican Conference.

The Vth Conference, held in Caracas (Venezuela.) in February 1947, 
approved the Sta.tute and committed to the Peruvian Red Cross its distribution 
amongst the various Red Cross societies in America as statute of the "Inter- 
american Disaster Help Coordination Board", as its name was established.
An explanatory circular was attached, in which the Peruvian Red Cross, in 
fulfilment of the trust received, pleaded its approval.

Up till now only four favorable answers have come in, those of 
Brazil, Ecuador, Bolivia and Nicaragua, and that of Argentine that delays 
its decision till the Council has been reorganized.

Eleven ratifications being required, the Peruvian Delegation to this 
International Conference takes the liberty of requesting hereby the Delega
tions of America to ratify as soon as possible this vital desire for creating 
a body able to answer efficiently and quick to catastrophes, of so frequent 
occurence on the Continent of Columbus,

The Peruvian Red Cross is prepared to ensure the outset of effective 
work, seeing that Lima has been chosen for seat, It disposes of Emergency 
Shops, Blood Donor Center, a body of Assistants (volunteers in charge of 
First Aid and motorized services, etc,), and the Body of Nurses of the 
National School, all of them in actual function.

The Peruvian Red Cross would be most satisfied if at this international 
Red Cross Conference the Lima Statute could be ratified and the definite 
organization be secured of the "INfERAMERICAN RED CROSS DISASTER HELP 
COORDINATION BOARD".

Stockholm, August 21, 1948


