
Moscow, loth August, 1943
To the Chairman of the standing Committee of the International 
Red Cross Conference; Mr Folke Bernadotte:

Honourable Mr Chairman,
After consideration of the preparatory material for 

the*summoning of the 17th Red Cross Conference, the Supreme Authority of the 
Soviet Union Red Cross & Red Crescent has not been able to find it possible 
to take part in the abovementioned Conference for the following reasons:

The Second World War showed that the International 
Red Cross Convention was not observed by the fascist governments (Germany, 
Italy, Japan). As the whole world knows, cruelty previously unknown in the 
history of humanity reigned in camps for prisoners of war and civilians 
in those countries.

The International Red Cross Committee, which according 
to statute has the duty of supervising the exact observation of the Conven
tion, knew about these cruelties, but failed to take notice of them, and took 
no steps or measures to prevent those violations of the Convention by the 
Fascist States.

Even at this time, and without the condemnation of the 
International Red Cross Committee, a series of violations of the principles 
of Humanity1 as they are set out in Red Cross procedure is taking jiace: 
in a number of concentration camps there are still civil prisoners, women 
and children, who were carried off by the Fascists to forced labour during 
the war, and are not permitted to return to their homelands.

Since the conclusion offthe war, the International 
Red Cross Committee has not once raised its voice in protest against robbe
ries of the Greek Monarchist Fascists or the bloodshed in Indonesia, and 
Vietnam.

Moreover, one can only express astonishment over the 
fact that the 17th International Conference, for reasons we are completely 
unable to grasp, ha.s also invited such organisations as The Automobile 
Club, the Scout Organization, the Order of Malta, an organisation which 
calls itself "pax; Romano.", and others, whose activity has nothing in common 
with the basis or the ideas of the Red Cross.

In the list of invitations appears at this moment 
the Franco Government, condemned by popular opinion in all democratic 
countries, as was displayed by the resolution of the General Assembly



of the United Nations of 12 December 1946.

For the above-named reasons the Soviet Union Red Cross 

finds it impossible to take part in the said Conference.

We beg you to allow our decision to be made known to the 

various Red Cross Organisations.

Yours faithfully,

Dr. Cholodkoff,

Chairman of the Working Committee of 
the Soviet Union Red Cross & Red Crescent.


