
M e m o r a n d u m
to National Bed Gross Societies on 

basis of a Program of Cultural Relief proposed 
by the Danish Red Cross.

When the session was held in Paris in May 1947 a report was 
submitted by the Danish Red Cross to the Executive Committee on the ne
cessity of including in the programme of the activities of national Red 
Cross societies relief in the intellectual and cultural field.

The background for the initiative of the Danish Red Cross was 
that at the present time the International Red Cross ought to interest 
itself in certain general problems, even if perhaps these might be prob 
lems which are not Red Cross problems in the traditional sense of the 
word. The Danish Red Cross called the attention of the Executive Commit 
tee to the immense needs existing within the cultural field in the war- 
stricken countries, and submitted several proposals which were in fact 
an extension on an international level of the activities of the Danish 
Red Cross in this domain.

Taking up international relief in the cultural field could not 
according to the Danish Red Cross, but support national Red Cross socie 
ties and the'League in their efforts for the reinforcement of peace and 
international understanding.

The Executive Committee, at its recent meetings, learned with 
great interest of the proposals submitted by the Danish Red Cross, 
which have been the object of very careful deliberations by the Peace 
and General Studies Commission, which has made the following recommen
dation to the Executive Committees

"As regards the program for cultural relief proposed by 
the Danish Red Cross the Commission has noted with keen inter
est the progress made towards its realisation, and proposes 
that the Executive Committee encourage National Societies to
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*' examine the possibilities of including in their program
clearly defined activities, under the general heading "Red 
Cross Cultural Relief", in conformity with the Danish Plain.

It recommends that the Executive Committee requests 
the League Secretariat to co-operate closely in this field 
with the special Office set up by the Danish Red Cross."

As a result of this resolution which was adopted by the Execut
ive Committee in March 1948, negotiations took place between the Danish 
Red Cross and the League Secretariat. At these negotiations the practic
al possibilities were examined of transferring to an international level 
the Cultural Relief Program which thé Danish Red Cross had already car
ried into practice.

It appeared that national Red Cross societies had already for 
a very long time .been undertaking relief work in this -domain without 
this work having been termed Cultural Relief. The Secretary General of 
the League, in his letter of July 10th, 1947» pointed out this fact to 
the Danish Red Cross, calling special attention to the following tasks 
which had been realised.

1. Hospital libraries,
2. Exhibitions in hospitals of reproductions of works of art,

*\ 3· Exchange of artistic works by Junior Red Cross Sections,
4. Translation of children's books,
5· International Red Cross and Junior Red Cross exhibitions,
6. Junior Red Cross international school correspondence,
7. Cultural Relief included in the relief activities of nation

al Red Cross societies, to be offered especially to coun
tries which have been victims of the war (school material, 
'periodicals, books, paper, etc.).

It also seemed that Junior Red Cross ought to play an important 
part in this activity, as their program comprises the strengthening of 
ties of friendship and understanding between youth from the whole world, 
and that in the great majority of cases this program should be closely 
associated with school life.

Finally, another important problem has been studiedg coordinat
ion of efforts contributed in the field of cultural relief by specialis
ed international organisations, and in particular UNESCO, TICBR (Tempo
rary International Council for Educational Reconstruction), the World 
Students Relief and the International Student Service.

» +
~ I + 4
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After having examined the different proposals which the Danish 
Red Cross and other national Red Cross societies had submitted for the 
realisation and expansion of the cultural relief work it was found that 
it would be advisable to concentrate the efforts on a limited number of 
activities which could be carried into effect in a near future, at the 
same time taking into account the financial possibilities of the nation
al Red Cross societies, possibilities which are often limited. The actu
al proposals, which are subjoined, can be divided into two categories?

1. The systematic organisations of courses in elementary schools, 
secondary schools, universities, specialised institutions for 
adult education, as f.inst. university extension. These courses 
may be arranged jointly by national Red Cross societies and the 
competent authorities for the administration of these establish
ments, and should include the history, principles and activities 
of the Red Cross, special stress being laid on the role which 
the latter has played in the field of relief, moral and material, 
which has been offered to those who suffer, and its significance 
for the constant development of a spirit of peace and interna
tional understanding.

It would likewise be advisable to include under this catego
ry the organisation of international camps and internal centres 
for the leaders of Red Cross work.

2. The organisation of cultural relief in Red Cross establishments 
and institutions, such as hospitals, sanatoria, preventoria, 
clinics, holiday camps, etc. Such relief work might likewise be 
taken up by the Red Cross in other establishments, such as re
formatories, penitentiaries and prisons.

Besides the sanitary activities and material relief which 
the Red Cross carries out in favour of those who suffer it would 
obviously be of great interest to intensify the spiritual and 
moral relief carried out in these institutions and establish
ments through the Red Cross. By work of this kind the Red Cross 
would perform in times of peace a role analogous to that which 
it is called upon to play in times of war, for example in pri
sons camps.

r
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A proposal which has likewise aroused the attention of the Exe
cutive Committee hut the realisation of which would involve rather con
siderable financial contributions, is the establishment of international



centres for war orphans, in which a cultural and moral activity under 
the auspices of the Red Cross might exercise a happy influence«

+
+ +

To carry these plans into effect it would "be necessary for na
tional societies and their junior sections to be able to organise the 
dispatch of publications or periodicals, especially works on medical and 
social subjects, the dispatch of school material, children's books, etc., 
to all those war-stricken countries which have not yet been able to ful- 
fy reorganise their schools and charitable institutions and which are 
not receiving assistance from other sources.

By an. .extension it will be possible to include in this program 
of cultural relief projects which have originated with other national 
Red Cross societies, e.g. the projects which have been submitted to the 
Executive Committee and which the latter, has warmly recommended to na
tional Red Cross societies. Among these should especially be mentioned 
the proposal submitted by the French Junior Red Cross, concerning the 
"Serment secouriste", the proposal submitted by the Hungarian Junior Red 
Cross for the compilation of an international anthology of citations col
lected by juniors and, finally, the proposal put forth by the Italian 
Red Cross for an international competition in which school children from 
the whole world should be invited to participate and which should espe
cially concern itself with the Red Cross and Peace,

To give national Red Cross societies some idea of what the Dan
ish Red Cross has already been able to carry out in its program of cul
tural relief some documents have been attached containing detailed in
formation sent us by that society.

In communicating the above to national Red Cross societies the 
League requests them kindly to examine the possibilities of including 
in their programs, wholly or in part, the activities which have been 
described in the foregoing. The Secretariat of the League will be inter
ested to receive the comments of national societies cn the proposals set 
forth and any practical suggestions which they would care to make. The 
Secretariat will, of course, keep the societies posted as-to the answers 
received regarding this subject.
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ANNEX TO

MEMORANDUM ON 

RED CROSS CULTURAL RELIES'

International camps for young people»

international Red Cross camp at Bremen - Summer 1948«
(Participants 18-30 years old)«

During the period of July 20th - August 25th, 1948» an international 
camp will be held at Bremen under the direction of the Danish Red Cross 
B0th the idea and the arrangements originated with the Danish Red Cross 
Its first purpose is to encourage the endeavours for a cooperation be
tween the German youth and the youth of other countries. During their 
stay all the participants have to cooperate each morning and afternoon 
to make a children's play ground in the ruins of Bremen. The evenings 
will be devoted to discussions and lectures will be given by Scandinav
ian, American, and other personalities. Partakers are from U.S.A., Swit 
zerland, Germany, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. The Danish Red Cross will 
take care of the provisions for the app. 50 participants. Each of them 
will pay his own travelling expenses to the German frontier. The jour
ney in Germany will be paid by the German Authorities, Of other expen
ses the travelling of the lecturers and, perhaps, small purchases of 
tools, etc. can be mentioned. They will be covered partly by private 
means, partly by the Danish Red Cross. - In the discussions and the lec 
tures great importance will be attached to the illustration of internat 
ional cooperation as a whole and the contributions in this field of the 
Red Cross in particular.
International Junior Red Cross camp at Grundlsee (near Salzburg) -

Summer 1949»
The Danish Red Cross intends to hold a 3 weeks' international camp for 
Junior Red Cross members in the Danish Red Cross house at Grundlsee, 
near Salzburg - in co-operation with sister societies interested in 
this plan. The camp will be followed by a 1-2 weeks' course for young1 
Red Cross leaders.
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2. Dispatch of literature, particularly on medical and social subjects.

a) As part of the cultural relief to Poland the Danish Red Cross has pro
cured and dispatched scientific literature, to the scientific libraries, 
which were most seriously damaged, particularly in Warsaw, Lodz, Poznan, 
Gdansk, and Krakow. In the course of 1947 these cities received greater 
or smaller consignments of such works. Only in 194$ will this action "be 
finally completed. Endeavours are made to cover the needs in the follow
ing subjects? chemistry, physics, medicine, pharmacy, biology, and ma
thematics. The consignments comprise Danish works written in one of the 
principal languages and in addition a selection of the very latest 
scientific literature of English, American, French, and German authors. 
The selection of these books has t&ken place in thorough agreement with 
leading Danish scientists, each skilled in their special subject. Final
ly, several greater works in Danish of representative value have been 
forwarded, e.g. "Traps Danmark", "Dansk biografisk Leksikon" (Danish 
biographical dictionary), etc. Expenses covering the 1500 volumes hi
therto purchased and dispatched amount to abt. Danish Kroner 40.000.-.

b) In November, 1947, a Danish Red Cross van carried to Hamburg, Bremen,
* Oldenburg, Hannover 3000 books, written in the principal languages,

chiefly scientific (medicine, physics, and chemistry) but also compris- 
s ing linguistic and humanistic subjects. They were distributed to the

Universities in the American, British, and French Zones, and in all the 
sectors of Berlin. In May, 1948, another consignment was sent, composed 
of scientific literature in the principal languages at a value of 
25.000 Danish Kroner. The books were distributed direct to the 6 cen
tral libraries, which are founded in the British Zone, one for each of 
the 6 "Lander",

3« Dispatch of school material (a Junior Red Cross program),

The Danish Red Cross has assisted the Polish schools? School material 
was collected by requesting all Danish school children outside Copen
hagen to send in copy-books, pencils, rubbers, etc. The contributions 

, might be accompanied by greetings from the donors. The request was 
greatly favoured by the whole country, and almost all the material 
given was new. A total of 12.000 kilos (12 tons) were dispatched and 
distributed among schools in Warsaw, Gdansk, Radoum, and in the Makow 
and Kielce areas. Danish Red Cross relief centres in the areas in quest
ion were in charge of the distribution. As a consequence of the action 
correspondence has in several cases been started between Danish and Po
lish children. Expenses in connection with this action amounted to abt.



Danish Kroner 12.000.·* including abt. Danish Kroner 9.000.- for the pur
chase of blackboards. The municipality of Copenhagen contributed to 
this special work with Danish Kroner 10.000.-.

4· Centres for war orphans from various countries.

The orphans should be grouped in several houses» each nation to have 
its own house with 10-12 children from the age of 6 to 16 and managed 
by a married couple of the same nationality. Each child is supposed to 
stay for about 10 years. The idea is to acquaint them with each other's 
countries, habits, attitudes of mind and, at the same time, to give 
them the opportunity to breathe the Red Cross spirit of humanity. The 
Red Cross being something concrete, its ideas-will have a greater 
chance of becoming a reality to them than if the centre was operated by 
some private groups. Such an experiment could be made in Denmark (Scan
dinavia) and, no doubt, in other countries, but such a project should 
receive financial support from as wide a circle of national Red Cross 
societies as possible, the children being selected and the whole pro
gram carried out under the auspices of the Red Cross,

5· International boarding schools under the auspices of the Red Cross.

The proposal is; foundation of one or more international boarding 
schools to be headed by a pedagogically qualified and Red Cross-minded 
teacher. The teaching personnel must hold degrees entitling them to re
cognition by the countries from where the pupils come so that the 
school leaving certificate will admit the students to all recognized 
universities in the respective countries. The age of the pupils will 
be from 11 (12) to 18 (19). Besides general school subjects they should 
be taught the history, organisation, principles and work of the Red 
Cross.
The Danish Red Cross has done as follows; paid a visit to the Internat
ional School at Geneva, and entered into negotiations with the Danish 
Minister of Education, who showed great interest, especially in the 
foundation of such a school in South Jutland, and promised his assist
ance, In this connection negotiations have been started with the School 
and Civic Authorities at Aabenraa about the founding of a school there. 
These negotiations are still pending.

6. German orphans1 stay in Denmark.

From July 1948 until February 1949> 15 young German orphans from the 
age of 15 to 18 will visit Denmark. They have been found in the vicini
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ty of Hannover and belong to the so-called roaming youth, They are go
ing to stay for a couple of months at the Elsinore public school and 
then to be sent to Danish farms where they will be prepared for normal 
work in their own country. The Danish farms are selected by the Minis
ter of Agriculture, This is an experiment which aims at eliminating the 
influence of the post-war environment. To verify the effectiveness of 
the experiment the boys will be closely observed, not only during their 
stay in this country, but also during the first years after their re
turn, in order to determine whether this kind of enterprise will call 
for a repetition. The administration and the arrangements of this pro
gram is being handled by the Danish Hed Cross,

Delegate in Hamburg.

The Danish Red Cross has in Hamburg a permanent delegate who cooperates 
with the British and German Authorities for the purpose of restoring 
the intellectual life and morals in the country. A direct and positive 
result has been obtained and, among other things, the rights of all the 
proceeds of performances and publications in Denmark of plays and books 
of the late German author Wolfgang Borchert have been devolved on the 
Danish Red Cross cultural relief work. This is the first contribution 
from Germany to an International Cultural Cooperation since 1933. Also 
negotiations for the exchange of intellectuals in Hamburg and Copen
hagen have taken place, so that f.inst, a Danish author will be able to 
stay at the - more or less ruined - house of this German colleague, 
whereas at the same time the latter is staying at the Danish author's 
home in Copenhagen.

Dispatch 6f Danish book3 to National Sister Societies.

Two consignments of Danish books have been sent by the Danish Red Cross 
office for cultural relief, to National Red Cross Societies, These con
signments comprised Danish books, especially intended for Danish pa
tients in hospitals abroad. They were dispatched to London and New 
Eoundland.

Radio transmission.

The Danish Red Cross office for cultural relief has given its cooperat
ion to the following transmissions by the Danish State Broadcasting Com 
panys
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a. German children to-day
b. Dutch children to-day
c. Polish children to-day
d. German'youth and the attempt - 

of re-education
Furthermore regular transmissions.will take plaoe once a month. The 
first transmission of this series which took place on July 4» 1948 wae a 
feature-transmission from the Danish Bed Gross home in Norway for Da
nish children suffering from asthma. The transmission in August will be 
a feature-transmission from the Danish Red Cross international camp at 
Bremen, whereas in September the transmission will deal with the anti- 
tuberculosis campaign in Europe. The transmissions will deal not only 
with the Danish Red Cross, but also with the activities of the League 
of Red Cross Societies and the International Red Cross Committee, the 
State Broadcasting Company wishing to make the Red Cross transmissions 
an international counterpart to the United Nations transmissions whioh 
take place once a month.

July, 1948


