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The Leaguels Health Bureau helps the National Societies to 
carry out and perfect their medico-social activities. It takes note 
of all their achievements in the field of hygiene and public health, 
co-ordinates them, analyses them and contributes to their develop
ment. It is guided in its task by a Health Advisory Committee which 
met on the last occasion at Oxford in July 1946.

In the course of the last two years, the work of the Health 
Bureau has been inspired by the resolutions adopted at Oxford at 
the time of the XlXth Meeting of the Board of Governors (resolu
tions Nos. 37-55)·

The Health Bureau has endeavoured to give the National So
cieties ,members of the League, the benefit of the experience acquir
ed by certain of the Societies in different fields,in particular the 
rehabilitation of the disabled, the anti-tuberculosis campaign,blood 
transfusion and food hygiene. It has acted as an organ of liaison 
between the health services of the National Societies which are fight
ing epidemics. Further, it gave it® support to the National Societies 
to help them to improve and develop their First Aid Services § in this 
field, it also provided the Secretariat of the Standing Internation
al Commission on Highway First Aid (S.I.C.H.F.A.)

Finally, the Health Bureau of the League Secretariat has 
maintained close relations with the international governmental and 
non-governmental organisations on health questions,and in particular 
the World Health Organization (W.H.O.).
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Resolution N° 37

Health Propaganda

"The Board of Governors having considered the Recommen
dation XXXVII of the Advisory Conference of Delegates of 
National Red Cross Societies (Oct-Nov. 1945) is of opinion 
that the necessity of spreading health education should be 
emphasized in all countries. It observes that most Red Cross 
Societies play an important part in this sphere and that, 
with a view to facilitating their action and allowing them 
to profit by the experience of sister Societies, it would be 
advisable to centralise in the Secretariat of the League 
the reports of activities in this field so that the League 
would be in a position to bring to the knowledge of the var
ious Societies all the information, material - particularly 
films - and achievements, and bring such information up to 
date according to the latest reports received.

"The Secretariat should collate and analyse these docu
ments and send extracts and summaries to the National Societ
ies,

"The Board of Governors stresses the effectiveness of 
health education by lectures, radio-broadcasts, gramophone 
records and films. The Secretariat of the League should in
form the Societies about the health propaganda films which 
it can provide and indicate under what conditions they can 
be obtained.

"In view of the advantages which should accrue to every 
Red Cross Society from this work of health propaganda car
ried out by the League Secretariat,

"The Board of Governors proposes that the necessary 
staff and material means should be placed at the disposal of 
the Secretariat,"



To put this Resolution into effect, the Health Bureau has endeavoured to 
assist national Societies:

a) by centralizing information sent by the different Red Cross Societies 
in card indexes;

b) by acting as a liaison agent and forwarding documentation coming from 
one national Society and likely to interest other Societies;

c) by supplying them with medical and technical documentation;
d) by informing them of the activities and needs of sister Societies,

In 194-6, a circular was sent to all national Societies requesting them 
to send to the League Health Bureau all available documentation concerning 
health propaganda. This has made it possible to class the achievements of 
Societies by countries and by subjects.

Thus direct and sustained contact has been maintained between all nation
al Societies and the Health Bureau, As an example, over a period of five 
months, 22 national Societies have requested and received documentation and 28 
have provided it.

Four series of "Articles for publication supplied to National Societies 
for reproduction in their Reviews or for distribution to the Press" have been 
published - Nos 1-2 in 194-6; Nos 3-4 in 194-7» In addition, the important 
document "Role of the Red Cross in the Field of Hygiene", written by Professor 
Pampana for the Regional Conference of the Red Cross Societies of the Araerioas, 
in which he took part, has been distributed to all national Societies,

The many problems which arose from the war and its after-effects have 
extended the scope of the League in the public health field; a pamphlet 
"Relations of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies with Public Health Authori
ties" summarizing this subject was published in November, 1947» in three lan
guages, in co-operation with the Bureau of Organization and Development,

Complete collections of "Health, Medicine, Biology - Notes and Extracts'* 
published by the Health Bureau were sent to the Red Cross Societies of Central 
and Eastern Europe which were experiencing a shortage of scientific works after 
the war. Following steps taken with a view to rebuilding medical libraries 
which had been destroyed, it was possible to send consignments of books to the 
Red Cross Societies of Bulgaria and the Netherlands East Indies.

Health Propaganda Material (posters, leaflets and pamphlets) has been 
sent to several national Societies in co-operation with the Bureau of Informa
tion and Publications,

Thanks to the Secretariat's film library, films on health, preventive 
medicine and recently on blood transfusion have been put at the disposal of Red 
Cross Societies.

Broadcasts with a view to educating the public in health and first aid 
are being organized. In addition, the text of a Canadian Red Cross school 
broadcast on swimming has been sent to several national Societies,



It should be noted that steps have been taken since 194-6 with the Inter
national Telecommunication Bureau with a view to resuming radio-medical consul
tations at sea relayed by coastal stations.

The handbook "Hygiene et Médecine à Bord", published a short time ago 
by the League under the auspices of the Standing Committee on the Health and 
Welfare of Sailors met with such success among sea-faring men that steps are 
being taken with national Societies and international organizations concerned 
with a view to revising and re-publishing this book,

Resolution N° 38.
Rehabilitation and Occupational Re-training of the Disabled

"The Board of Governors considering that the rehabilitation of 
those who suffer from serious illness or injury and the resettlement 
of the disabled in suitable vocations is a form of humanitarian ser- 
vice in which Red Cross Societies in every country should assist in 
any way.possible,

"and recognizing that rehabilitation is a continuous process, 
commencing in hospital or a sanatorium and extending throughout the 
whole convalescence period5 that it is an individual process requir
ing to be adapted to the particular need of each patient; and 
that it is a vocational process which must always be related to the 
patient's future means of employment,

"recommends that members of Red Cross Societies should be pre
pared to take an active part in the work of rehabilitation, by as
sisting the trained staff in hospitals and rehabilitation centres 
and by helping disabled persons in their own homes0

"The Board of Governors further recommends that the League Secre- 
tariat should provide National Red Cross Societies with the révélant 
information on the subject in order to enable them to benefit by the 
experience of other Societies; and

"is of opinion that the main lines of action should be set out in 
a general report which will incorporate the preliminary report draft
ed by the League Seretariat, the amendments brought forward by the 
Red Cross Societies and the suggestions made during this meeting.

"Moreover, the Board of Governors proposes that a special memo
randum be prepared outlining in detail the services which can be 
rendered by the Red Cross members in connection with the medico- 
social rehabilitation and domiciliary employment of disabled people, 
whether service, ex-service or civilian and in the general recon
ditioning of physically handicapped children« It requests Dr*
Harold Balme to draw up this memorandum,

"The Board of Governors also recommends that the League be asked 
to give special attention to the problem of training facilities for 
Red Cross personnel anxious to take a part in the work of rehabilita
tion*"
Following the war, several national Societies have attached consider

able importance to the re-education of the disabled and to occupational thera
py. The Health Bureau has endeavoured to co-operate with them by publishing 
a preliminary report on this subject in 1946e



The Board of Governors recommended that the Secretariat supply national 
Societies with the necessary information relating to re-education and the train
ing of personnel wishing to take an active part in the work of rehabilitation.

Three repbrts in three languages were published and circulated to Societ
ies in 19471 "Rehabilitation of the Disabled Members of the Brasilian Armed 
Forces", sent by the Brazilian Red Cross; "Rehabilitations a Service for Red 
Cross Members" by Dr. Harold Balme; "The Rehabilitation of the Disabled", by 
Health Bureau report revised in July, 1947? and two pamphlets supplied by the 
American National Red Cross, "Helping Disabled Veterans" and "Service to 
Veterans".

In addition, important documentation from the International Labour Office 
(ILO), in particular Drc H.A. de Boer:s report on "The Medical Rehabilitation 
of the Disabled" has been circulated in French and English0

In this way, it has been possible to help many national Societies in 
their efforts to assist the disabled,,

Resolution N° R9
Post Sanatoria! Care of Tuberculosis Patients

"The Board of Governore, while considering that the anti-tuberculosis 
campaign in all its forms should be the responsibility of Governments 
or Associations founded for this purpose, is convinced that the Red 
Cross can and often should collaborate with them.

"Although the agenda of the Advisory Health Committee was limited 
to the discussion of the post-sanatorial stage of tuberculosis, the 
Committee felt that the sphere of usefulness of Red Cross Societies 
should not be so restricted as there was need of such service in all 
stages of the treatment and rehabilitation of the tuberculous patient.

"The first field in which every National Society can effectively 
collaborate is that of educating the public in the methods of protec
tion against tuberculosis, and the Board of Governors draws the at
tention of the National Societies to the successful results which 
such education can have on public opinion when it is well planned 
and properly carried out0

"The Board of Governors desires to mention the success obtained 
in Ireland by the anti-tuberculosis propaganda of the Red Cross, 
thanks to which the Irish Government has taken steps to carry out 
a vast programme which will attack the sanatorium problem and tackle 
at the same time the problem of aftercare, while entrusting the Red 
Gross with the special study of rehabilitation,!

"The second field is the provision of social assistance for the 
tuberculous and their families. In this connection, the co
operation of the Red Cross is required to supplement official ac
tion even in countries where the anti-tuberculosis campaign has made 
the most progress, This work is particularly suitable because the 
Red Cross is in a position to avail itself of voluntary helpers who 
can maintain a personal contact with the patient and his family and 
thus sustain their morale in the most suitable rr.anner0



"The first field is rehabilitation. As in the case of the gener
ally disabled, the rehabilitation of the tuberculous is a continuous 
process which should begin in the sanatorium and should not end until 
the patient is resettled in social and economic life. There is a 
long period during which the Red Cross can offer him moral support 
and material assistance. The Red Cross personnel can persuade the 
patient to avail himself of medical attention, can build up his 
morale and help him to obtain and maintain a suitable occupation.
This assistance should be given also during the waiting period before 
his admission to a sanatorium. Again, during sanatorium treatment, 
the Red Cross can carry out diversional and educational measures by 
means of hospital libraries, hospital picture galleries, courses of 
instruction (technical, literary and artistic) and lastly by occupa
tional training which should be chosen while keeping in mind the type 
of work most suitable for the patient,. The assistance of the Red 
Cross should continue after the patient’s discharge, either in a re
habilitation centre where often the patient may require encouragement 
to stay sufficiently long, or in sheltered employment, or again, in 
his home if the patient belongs to that small category that cannot 
be fitted into normal or sheltered employment,,

"Finally, there is a fourth field where the Red Cross can play the 
part of the pioneer and show public opinion and official organiza
tion a way to solve the problem of rehabilitation: that is, by the 
creation of model establishments, be they settlements, sheltered work
shops, co-operative centres for ex-patients, schools for the training 
of former patients to take care of the tuberculous, etc,

"The Advisory Health Committee, in the course of discussions on 
post-sanatorial assistance, has also noted that certain Red Cross 
Societies participate in a very efficient manner in case finding and 
even in treatment and the Board of Governors draws the attention of 
National Societies to the services which they can render by lending 
voluntary personnel for work in mass radiography units and sanatoria.*'

In this Resolution, the Board of Governors expresses the feeling that 
the sphere of usefulness of Red Cross Societies should not be so restricted as 
there is need of such service in all stages of the treatment and rehabilitation 
of the tubercular patiento

The bad post-war conditions have caused a sharp recrudescence of tubei> 
culosis. Documentation on scientific knowledge, present techniques and the 
experiences of certain countries and their Rod Cross Societies (in particular 
the Danish Red Cross) have been sent to national Societies to encourage them 
in the campaign against tuberculosis, their efforts in educating the public, 
setting up out-patients’ departments for case-finding, prevention by means of 
B.C.Ge vaccination and the establishment of a programme of post-sanatorial care

The following surveys on tuberculosis have been published and circulated 
"Individual Rearmament against Tuberculosis" by Dre E» J. Pampana; "The Rod 
Cross and the Fight against Tuberculosis"; "The Increase of Tuberculosis in 
Eastern Europe" and "Tuberculosis and Nursing" by Dr» Z„S->Hantchefc

Finally, in response to the request of national Societies, documentation 
also has been sent on streptomycine which is coming into use in modern thera- 
peuticso



With regard to post-sanatorial care, the Health Bureau has endeavoured 
to collect from national Societies information which will enable it to assist 
Red Cross Societies whose activities in this field are less advanced,, The 
Yugoslav Red Cross recently has received important documentation in connection 
with the organization of its anti-tuberculosis section.

The campaign against tuberculosis was the object of a resolution at the 
Belgrade Regional Conference, The League efforts have been directed towards 
co-operation and the co-ordination of the activities of national Societies, 
through the intermediary of the League with specialized agencies such as the 
World Health Organization, the International Childrens Emergency Fund, the 
International Union Against Tuberculosis and the participation by Red Cross 
Societies in the First International B,C0G„ Congress organized by the Pasteur 
Institute m  Paris,

Resolution N°_ 40
Organization of Blood Transfusion Services for the Civil Population

:!The Board of Governors having considered Recommendation XXXVII 
of the Advisory Conference of Delegates, has noted that already a con
siderable number of Red Cross Societies are operating either blood 
donor services or a complete transfusion service, It has observed 
the unanimous opinion of the delegates that such valuable service as 
has been rendered during the war by the Red Cross Societies in blood 
transfusion work should also be put at the disposal of the civilian 
population in peacetimes

!:The Board of Governors considers, that it is most desirable that 
a Red Cross Society should not pay for any blood supplied to it by 
the donor but should, by continuous publicity, point out to all citi
zens the tremendous value of this precious fluid and its products 
and their obligation in safeguarding the lives of others as well as 
the privilege they have of ensuring an adequate supply of blood and 
blood derivatives, should they themselves be in need of it at a 
future datec

"The Board of Governors is of the opinion that in countries where 
an adequate blood transfusion service dees not exist, Red Cross So
cieties should investigate the possibilities of establishing under 
Red Cross direction this most valuable therapeutic service, and re
commends that the League Secretariat should supply all the informa
tion on this subject which it could gather from Red Cross Societies 
operating this service0

"The Board of Governors considers that it is desirable that there 
should be uniformity regarding the colours adopted for cards used to 
denote blood donor groups, so as to facilitate international working, 
during epidemics, in peace time as well as in war; suggests that 
the best colours would bes green for universal donors (O), red for 
the AB group and yellow and white for A and B groups respectively»

"and recommends that this matter be brought to the attention of 
blood transfusion services in all countries,,"

The recommendation made by the Board of Governors inviting national So
cieties to study the possibilities of creating and directing blood transfusion



services in countries where these did not exist has been followed by several 
Red Cross Societies of which we note the most recent? Italy, Finland, Czecho
slovakia

The Health Bureau has sent the following documents to national Societies
In I9465 "Survey of blood transfusion facilities in Canadian Hospitals, 

by Dr0 W a Stuart Stanbury, and a resume of this survey in French and Spanish;
"Recent Studies on Fractionation Products of Human Plasma" by Dr» A, Abaza, to
gether with the French and Spanish editions»

In 1947, "Preservation of Normal Human Plasma in the Liquid State", sum
mary of an article published in "Blood Journal of Hematology" and "The RH 
Factor in Blood Transfusion" by Dr0 E» J0 Pampanae

The Health Bureau has undertaken enquiries from national Societies on 
legislation regarding blood transfusion services for the civil population 
The results of this enquiry made it possible to publish a document, "Summary 
of the Replies Received to the Second Questionnaire Relating to Blood Trans
fusion, Especially in Regard to the Colours to be used for the Cards and Sera 
which was circulated in French, English and Spanish«, In addition, the nation
al Societies of Australia, Belgium, the United States, the Netherlands and 
Venezuela have supplied very interesting documentation concerning the organiza
tion and new methods employed in their transfusion services and this has been 
brought to the notice of sister Societies«, Steps are being taken to secure 
films dealing with blood transfusion for the League’s film library«,

Resolution N° 41
Red Cross Co-operation in the Medico-Social Campaign against Rheumatism

"The Board of Governors draws the attention of the Secretariat of the 
League to the desirability of promoting a publicity campaign showing 
the importance of steps for the prevention and early treatment of rheu
matic diseases,

"and brings to the notice of the National Societies the advisability 
of the co-operation by the Red Cross with the official public health 
services in the struggle against rheumatism«. Such co-operation should 
be based on

a) propagating knowledge of prophylaxis of rheumatic diseasesg
b) establishing centres of treatment, and
c) aiding the social services of the hospitals and out-patient 

clinics where persons suffering from rheumatism are treated»

In view of the fact that rheumatism has become a medico-social scourge 
in certain countries, the Health Bureau, following up the recommendations made 
at Oxford, requested information from several national Societies on their 
achievements in the campaign against this disease. It then proceeded to make 
enquiries concerning the co-operation of Red Cross Societies with public 
health services in this field» In addition, documentation supplied by the 
British Red Cross on this subject was put at the disposal of sister Societies,



Resolution N° 42

Red Cross Co-operation in the Campaign against Epidemics

"The Board of Governors after examination of Recommendation XXXIX 
of the Advisory Conference of Delegates,

"draws the attention of all National Societies to the part which 
they could play in co-operating with the State Public Health Service 
in the campaign against epidemics and certain major endemic diseases 
which have become so important as a result of the war,, It points out 
in particular that even in a sphere which has always been within the 
competence of the Official Public Health Services, such as the cam
paign against infectious diseases, the Red Cross can co-operate in 
the official programme, thanks to its contribution of voluntary staff«

"The Board of Governors invites the League Secretariat to maintain 
liaison between the National Societies which are engaged in the cam
paign against epidemic diseases and to notify them of all technical 
progress likely to be of interest to them*

"furthermore, the Board of Governors in view of the part played 
by some Red Cross Societies in the field of epidemic and endemic dis
eases control, suggests that a study be made of the possibility of 
convening a meeting of experts an infectious diseases*"

This Resolution draws the attention of national Societies to the part 
which they could plan in co-operating with the State Health Service by contri
buting voluntary staff in the campaign against epidemics and certain major en
demic diseases.

The Health Bureau has been in close touch with national Societies by co
operating in their work against the renewed outbreak of diseases due to the war.

As it has not been possible to realize suggestions made with regard to 
the convocation of experts in infectious diseases owing to lack of funds, the 
Health Bureau has endeavoured to keep in constant touch with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and its Epidemiological Service; it has thus been possible 
for national Societies to be kept up to date with the latest scientific and 
practical developments in the field of epidemiology.

Cholerao- During the 1947 epidemic of cholera in Egypt, the Health Bur
eau supplied several national Societies in the Near and Middle East as well as 
international agencies with information on the activities of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies in the campaign against this scourge and on measures to be 
taken for the protection of public health, A number of national Societies 
and the League sent relief, personnel and medical supplies«

Malaria,- The attention of the Health Bureau was drawn to the epidemic 
of malaria in Albania, Greece, Italy, Rumania and Yugoslavia, where the supply 
of anti-malarial medicines and insecticides was clearly inadequate^

Following a request from the Expert Committee on Malaria of the World 
Health Organization (the first sent by an organ of the United Nations to the 
League), conveyed through the General Secretariat of the Interim Commission of 
the World Health Organization in Geneva, consignments of medical supplies were



/
sent, thanks to gifts from the American, Australian and Netherlands Red Cross~ 
Societies and the Turkish Red Crescent Society,, In addition, Dr* E.J«Pamp-ana'rs 
article, "Malariai How the Red Cross Can Fight It", and a document on the use 
of D.D.T, in the anti-malaria campaign were published«,

Tuberculosis«- Tuberculosis is prevalent among the under-nourished and 
is assuming epidemic proportions in countries which are poor and devastated as 
a result of the war« See Resolution N° 39 for the work of the Health Bureau in 
this fielde

Venereal Diseases«- Fost-war conditions have forced several national 
Societies to reserve am important place in their activities for the venereal 
diseases» In order to encourage the anti-venereal campaigns undertaken both 
by the different Red Cross Societies and by international specialist agencies, 
the Health Bureau has collected documentation on the achievements of Red Cross 
Societies in this field. In addition, Dr» Ac Cavaillon’s article, "Les possi
bilités de la Croix-Rouge dans la lutte contre les maladies vénériennes", was 
published in 194-8«

The Health Bureau took part, as technical advisor, in the last Assembly 
of the International Union Against Venereal Diseases (Paris, October, 1947), in 
the meeting of the Committee to Draft an International Anti-Venereal Convention 
(The Hague, April, 1948) and as observer in the meeting of the Expert Committee 
of the WHO (Geneva, January, 1948), National Societies have been informed of 
the work of these international meetings in three reports, In addition, anti- 
venereal propaganda and the setting up of centres and mobile out-patients’ de
partments, similar to those established by the Danish and Swedish Red Cross 
Societies in Eastern Europe, have been recommended to several Societies,

P o l i o m y e l i t i s Bibliographic documentation has been collected and dis
tributed to interested Societies»

Trachoma»- In order to be able to provide documentation for certain Red 
Cross Societies, the Health Bureau has renewed its relations with the Inter
national Union Against Trachoma»

Resolution N° 43
Red Cross Co-operation in Nutrition Education

"The Board of Governors recommends that the National Red Cross 
Societies should take a very active part in improving the health of 
citizens and particularly of the children by setting up nutrition 
education and demonstration programmes,

"Efforts which are now being made by some National Red Cro s 
Societies and which should spread to all sister Societies for the 
improvement of nutrition are mainly as follows!

1« constant instruction to school children, regarding good food 
and balanced diet;

2» provision of school luncheons wherever this is considered of 
value and is not being done by Government or other organizations;



3· instruction classes for Red Cross workers, mothers and others 
to be given by experts in the proper preparation of the family meals §

4, correct information and if necessary proper foods to expectant 
mothers in order that they may have healthy children;

5· controlled demonstrations of the value of correct foods and 
feeding in order that propeh information on this matter may be avail
able and that public authorities may, wherever necessary, be impres
sed regarding their responsibility in this most important matter;

6* the provision of proper foods for people in countries where9 
due to famine, war or other disaster, the foods are not available 
from ordinary sources.

"The Board of Governors
"brings the present Recommendation to the attention of the Junior 

Red Cross Bureau of the League Secretariat»"

This Resolution recommends that National Societies take an active part 
in efforts to safeguard the health of the population, and particularly of child
ren, by improved nutriiion.

The work carried on by the Canadian and the American Red Cross Societies 
concerning diets, the preparation of well-balanced meals, instruction and the 
organization of nutrition services was brought to the notice of national Societ
ies in 1946 and 1947 by the publication of documents in three languages0 Con
siderable interest was aroused hy the Canadian Red Cross "L’Etude experimental 
sur la valeur physiologique des repas seolaires" which was circulated by the 
Health Bureau.

Dr. M. Mitman’s article, "Kitchen Hygiene", published in 1947? has t o m  
widely distributed among national Societies. In addition, the Red Cross Societ
ies of Australia, Denmark, Greece, India, Poland and Sweden have been provided 
extensive information on this subject.

The experiments of the Swedish Red Cross and, in particular, of the 
Netherlands Red Cross, with regard to the conservation of mothers1 milk and the 
preparation of dried mothers’ milk have been mentioned in League publications; 
The article written by Dr» R» Ullmark of the Swedish Red Cross, "Centrales ae 
lait maternel", appeared in the Red Cross World in May, 1948, and the report of 
Dr. J.F.J, Baesjou of the Netherlands Red Cross was made available to any in
terested national Society in April, 1948.

The League was represented by Dra Z.S. Hantchef at the meeting of the 
Advisory Committee on Nutrition of the United Nations Feed and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) which was held in Geneva in September, 1947? A statement 
was made and a report supplied on the part played by the Rod Cross in the field 
of nutrition. Infomation and documentation since have been exchanged between 
the two bodies.

Resolution N° 44
Medico-Social Work of the National Red Cross Societies

"The Board of Governors, considering that it is the duty of the 
League Secretariat to aid the National Red Cross Societies in the



operation, development and improvement of their medico-social work,
"trusts that the Secretariat will do all in its power to help 

them in applying the above Recommendations by making known the ex
perience of other Societies, particularly with respect to the work 
dealt with in these Recommendations and also technical improvements 
and bibliographical notes likely to be serviceable»

"The Board of Governors, therefore, requests
a) that the National Societies keep the Secretariat constantly 

informed of the progress and development of their health work;
b) that the National Societies supply the Secretariat with photo

graphs and if possible cinematographic films which the Secre
tariat would circulate among the National Societies interested; 
and

o) that the National Societies, following the example given by 
some, confer on the Health Bureau of the Socretariat the priv
ilege of a subscription to the most important medical re
views of their respective countries*,

"Furthermore, to enable the Secretariat to supply the above-men
tioned information, provision should be made for an assistant to 
the Director of the Health Bureau of the League who would be res
ponsible in particular for the bibliographical work and drafting of 
the technical texts to be circulated among the National Societies*”

As the work of the Red Cross in the medico-social field has been consid
erably extended, this resolution is devoted to co-operation between national 
Societies and the Health Bureau with a view to facilitating mutual assistance 
and co-operation between sister Societies both on a regional and global level*

It should be noted that the two regional conferences, Caracas (February, 
1947) and Belgrade (September, 1947) took up this resolution. The Health 
Bureau was represented at Caracas by Professor Edo Pampana and at Belgrade by 
Dr, Z»S. Hantchefo The latter then carried out a mission in Bulgaria to study 
the medical situation there.

Thus, resolutions were passed recommending in particular the strengthen
ing of the medico-social work of national Societies in the field of maternity 
and child welfare, the fight against tuberculosis, venereal diseases, malaria 
and cancer*

The work of national Societies in maternity and child welfare has been 
mentioned in League publications as well as in "The American Red Cross 
Pediatrics Days"0 Scientific propaganda with a view to the early diagnosis of 
cancer which aroused the interest of many Red Cross Societies enabled the 
Health Bureau to collect documentation on the work of Societies of the follow
ing countries! Denmark, Chile, Norway, Poland, United States and U.S«S»R* 
Relations with the International Union Against Cancer were renewed in September, 
1947o

The Health Bureau has co-operated with the Relief Bureau both in collect
ing and circulating information and in distributing gifts and purchasing medical 
and pharmaceutical supplies required by national Societies.



The Health Bureau has been able to keep in touch with the activities of 
Red Cross Societies by means of a great deal of information and a large number 
of documents, posters and films which they have sent to the Bureau during the 
last two years (see Resolution N° 37). In addition, it has received regularly 
a number of medical and Red Cross magazines from different countries» The num
ber of magazines has increased from 60 to about 80 during the last six months 
and the Bureau’s medical library has an additional 150 volumes.

In spite of the shortage of staff and resources, the indexing and draft
ing of technical literature has beon carried out so far as possible (an average 
of 50 cards a month).

Resolution N° 45
Scholarships for Medical Officers or Exchange 0f Medical 

Officers between National Societies

"The Board of Governors believes that National Red Cross Societies 
would be encouraged to improve the technical work of their medical 
services if the responsible medical officers were able to proceed 
abroad to study the progress achieved by the sister Societies»

r-The Board of Governors therefore proposes
a) that certain National Socj_e-ties should consider the possibility 

of establishing scholarships in their own countries enabling 
medical officers belonging to foreign Red Cross services to 
study the organization and work of certain departments of par
ticular interest to their own Societies» The beneficiaries of 
these scholarships should be invited by the Society offering 
the scholarship and chosen by the League Secretariat in con
junction with the Societies of the beneficiaries,

b) that Societies whose financial situation allows of this should 
at their own expense send medical officers belonging to their 
services to sister Societies for the purpose of special train
ing, and

c) that, in the event of the impossibility of giving effect to 
these proposals one might contemplate an exchange between 
National Societies, the costs of maintenance of the medical 
men being assumed by sister Societies as a matter of recipro
city, This exchange should be carried out for a specific per
iod through the medium of the League Secretariat«

"Copies of the reports on the study visits made in accordance with 
any of the above suggestions should be communicated to the League 
Secretariate"

This Resolution suggests that national Societies should consider the 
possibility of establishing scholarships in their own countries enabling medical 
officers belonging to foreign Red Cross services to study the organization and 
work of certain departments of particular interest to their own Societies. At 
the beginning of 1947, the Director of the Health Bureau had an opportunity of 
discussing this subject with the appropriate services of the American National 
Red Crosse



Views also were exchanged with the Danish Red Cross representatives at 
the Belgrade Conference and the meetings of the Executive Committee in Geneva, 
The establishment of these scholarships enables doctors to improve their know
ledge of blood transfusion, modern methods of fighting tuberculosis, the re
habilitation of the disabled, etc0, in the United States or elsewhere. In ad
dition, these scholarships give the holders the opportunity of studying the 
organization of certain Red Cross Societies«

Information has been published
Eastern Europe by Danish Red Cross tea _ na
tion on B.C,Go vaccination as well as on the foundation of the International 
College in Copenhagen tc train technical workers in the fight against tubercu
losis; these initiatives are due to the Scandinavian national Red Cross 
Societies and the International Children's Emergency Fund.

All National Societies have been informed of the establishment of these 
scholarships and several doctors already have left for study visits in the 
United States and Denmark«

Resolution N° 46
International First Aid Certificatei Meeting of First Aid 

and Traumatological Experts

"The Board of Governors is of opinion that it would be useful to 
stimulate the interest of certain National Societies in the teaching 
of first aid or, if necessary, in improving their first aid training,

"and therefore proposes
a) that the Secretariat should keep National Societies informed 

of the development of first aid in certain spedialized fields; 
bathing beaches, mines, industrial undertakings, first aid on 
highways, air crashes and air sea-rescues;

b) that a study be made of the possibility of conferring an inter
national first aid certificate, which would be established by 
the League and approved by the National Societies, The posses
sion of this certificate would then be a primary condition for 
a first aid worker to become a first aid instructor# The 
holder of this certificate would be entitled to wear a badge 
which, while increasing his self-respect, would become a means 
of friendly rivalry; and

c) that a meetingof first aid and traumatological experts be oon- 
vened for 194-7 or 1948 with a view to discussing and recommend
ing the most suitable of the present methods of artificial res
piration and the first treatment of shock, burns, concussion, 
etc«; in short, the treatment of victims of accidents, in which 
field a large number of National Societies have undertaken 
very serious responsibilities« Such a meeting should be attend
ed by medical officers of the competent services of the Nation
al Societies and specialists of international repute selected 
by the National Societies«'5

The Board of Governors considered that it would be useful to stimulate 
the interest of certain national Societies in the teaching of first aid or» if



necessary, in improving their first aid training

As a result, the Health Bureau has collected documentation on the devel
opment of first aid in certain specialised fields % First aid on beaches, in 
mines and industries, in the mountains, highway first aid and air-borne relief. 
This has been distributed to national Societiesa

The following documents, some of them in three languages, were sent to 
Red Cross Societies wishing tc organize or re-organize their services 5 "The 
Red Cross on the Highways" (American National Red Cross); "First Aid at the 
Seaside" (Belgian Red Cross); "Swimming Awards that You Can Earns Artificial 
Respiration" (Canadian Red Cross); "Mountain First Aid" (French Red Cross); 
"Les Infirmières de l’air" (French Red Cross); "Flying Doctor" (Australian Red 
Cross), as well as the First Aid Handbooks of the American, British and 
Canadian Rod Cross Societies,;

As a result of the resolutions passed by the Regional Conferences in 
Caracas and Belgrade, and according to the amount of information, requests for 
information and documentation which are reaching the Health Bureau, definite 
progress has been registered recently in the development of Red Cross first aid 
programmeso

i

Attention has been drawn in League publications to the bilateral First 
Aid agreements set up by the Belgian, French and Netherlands Red Cross Societies.

It has not been possible to carry out the recommendations concerning an 
international First Aid Certificate and the convocation of a meeting of First 
Aid and Traumatological Experts,

Resolution N° 47
The International Health Review of the Red Cross

"The Board of Governors heard the Secretariat e  proposals to found 
an international review devoted to medical work of paramount interest 
to National Red Cross Societies, and in particular, first aid, blood 
transfusion, emergency therapy « medical and surgical - and the cam
paign against infectious diseasesB Such a review-might be entitled 
°The International Health Review of the Red Cross2 c

"The Board of Governors recognizing that there is every reason to 
believe that the publication of an international periodical dealing 
with these matters would constitute an effective means for attracting 
the attention of the National Societies to the necessity of develop
ing first aid services and for bringing home to the medical world the 
great part which the Red Cross can play in emergency help,

"believes that such a proposal deserves careful studyc
"The Board of Governors has, therefore, appointed a sub·»committee 

composed of the American, British, French, Cuban, Neilsrlands,
Polish and tLSjSoRc Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to study 
the question in order to draft precise proposals at a later date0"

This resolution dealt with a proposal by the League Secretariat concern
ing the foundation of an international review devoted to medical work of par
amount interest to national Red Cross k,ooieties0



The Sub-Committee appointed to study the question and draw up definite 
proposals was not able to meet and no action has been taken in view of the lack 
of funds and staff#

Resolution N° 48
Relations with the World Health Organization

"The Board of Governors invited the League Secretariat to estab
lish and maintain contacts with the World Health Organization of 
the United Nations, so as to keep National Societies informed of the 
resolutions of this Organization and communicate to them all the 
technical studies prepared by it, likely to be of use in their 
health work."

As a result of this Resolution, Dr. E.J# Pampana, then Director of the 
Health and Relief Bureau, attended the meeting of the Interim Commission of the 
WHO which was held in Geneva in the summer of 194-6# Moreover, the League Sec
retariat had an opportunity of informing National Societies by correspondence 
of the future co-operation between the League and the WHO,

Hollowing the third meeting of the Interim Commission (Geneva, March- 
April, 1947)5 conversations took place between the directors of the TOO and the 
League bearing on different medical aspects with which the two bodies were par
ticularly concerned with a view to finding a basis for practical co-operation 
between the Secretariat of the ICWHO and the technical services of the League.

A memorandum on the history, organization and work of the League in the 
field of public health was sent to the WHO in reply to a questionnaire received 
from its directing body# On December 8, 1947j a delegation from the League 
Secretariat visited the Executive Secretary of the ICWHO with a view to having 
the 48th Resolution of the Board of Governors at Oxford submitted to the World 
Health Assembly, June, 1948« The ICWHO has been able to assure the League 
Secretariat that a proposal to the effect that the League be given an official 
status in its relations with the WHO will be made to the World Health Assembly,

In addition to these relations of a general nature which aim at deter
mining the nature and methods of co-operation on an equal footing, close oon- 
tact and working relations have been established and maintained between tech
nical bureaux of the WHO and the Health Bureau on questions concerning tuber
culosis, malaria, venereal disease, epidemics, health propaganda, exchange of 
publications and information, etco

Moreover, League representatives have been allowed to take part, as ob
servers, in the meetings of the ICWHO which are likely to be of interest to 
national Societies*, In this way, Dr# Z#S0 Hantchef had the privilege of follow
ing the work of the Fourth and Fifth Sessions of the ICWHO in Geneva in Septem
ber, 19475 and January, 1948, and of the Expert Committees on Venereal Disease 
and Tuberculosis in January and February, 1948#

A report for the information of national Societies was drawn up on each 
of these meetings. Plans for united action on a regional and world-wide scale 
have been initiated with a view to organizing the fight against tuberculosis, 
venereal disease and malaria, certain national Societies - the Danish and 
American Red Cross Societies in particular - are taking a very active part in 
this campaign.

** *



STANDING INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON HIGHWAY FIRST AID (SIGHFA)

Resolutions Nos 49 to 55 of the XXth Meeting of the Board of Governors 
concern recommendations made by the SICHFA at its meeting at Oxford, July 12-13, 
19460 As is generally known, the Health Bureau of the League provides the 
secretariat for this Commission®

Resolution N° 49
Co-option of Qualified Experts as Temporary Members

"The Board of Governors notes that the assistance to be given to 
tho ever-increasing number of victims of traffic accidents requires 
the same means for all persons using communications, whether land, 
air or maritime, and is of opinion that it is indispensable for the 
SICHFA to be able to attach to itself in the future qualified ex
perts as temporary members, with a view to co-ordinating first aid 
on land, in the air and on waterways0”

This Resolution will be applied at the next meeting of the SICHFA in 
June, 1948»

Resolution N° 50
Inclusion is Crew of Transport Vehicles of Holders 

of a First Aid Certificate

"The Board of Governors notes that in several countries the 
drivers of motor vehicles must be holders of first aid certificates 
and renew them every year, and

"is of the same opinion as the SICHFA that every effort must be 
made to attain as final aim that every motor vehicle should be pro
vided with a first aid box and that the driver should be the holder 
of a first aid certificate to be renewed every year; nevertheless, 
in view of the difficulties confronting the realization of such a 
maximum programme, endorses the wish that an intensive campaign 
should be carried out in every country with a view to procuring the 
adoption of a law requiring that at least every transport vehicle 
carrying one ton or more, or carrying more than six persons, should 
have on board one member of the crew (whether the driver or an 
assistant), who should be the holder of a first aid certificate, 
which, if possible, should be renewed periodically, and have at his 
disposal first aid material constantly ready for use0"

National Societies were informed of the recommendation of the SICHFA 
requesting that, a campaign be carried out in every country with a view to pro
curing the adoption of a law requiring that at least every transport vehicle 
carrying one ton or more, or carrying more than six persons, should have on 
board a driver who should be the holder of a first aid certificate and have at 
his disposal first aid material constantly ready for use,,

During mission carried out by members of the Health Bureau to the Belgian 
and Netherlands Red Cross· Societies and from information and reports which have 
been received from other Societies, it has been ascertained that efforts have 
been made to carry out this recommendation,,



Resolution N° 51
Communication of Information on Special Traumatological Services

"The Board of Governors approves the request of the SICHFA that 
it shall be informed of the special traumatological services in*· 
eluding blood transfusions established in the various countries 
with a view to disseminating this information through the National 
Touring Associations to transport users and carriers,, *’

It has not been possible to follow up the request of the SICHFA to be 
informed of the special traumatological services established in the various 
countries with a view to disseminating this information to transport users.

Resolution N° 52
Instruction in Traffic Dangers

"The Board of Governors taking account of the measures carried 
out in certain countries either by Red Cross or by Touring Organiza- 
tions requests

a) that the Junior Sections of the National Red Cross Societies 
should be made thoroughly aware of the dangers of traffic and 
give their members instruction in traffic behaviour and first 
aid in the event of traffic accidents;

b) that National Laws should be adopted providing that in the 
various countries the traffic regulations should be taught in 
the elementary schools} this being the sole means of instruct
ing future drivers of animals and horse drawn vehicles who 
are not included in ordinary traffic instruction». For the 
same purpose the Board of Governors agrees with the SICHFA in 
suggesting that driving licenses shall be maintained or in
stituted for all motor vehicles at least as regards proper 
knowledge of the traffic regulations;

c) that games should be instituted in schools and the necessary 
material supplied to remind the pupils at all times of the 
precautions to be taken on the roads and highways;

d) that educational films should be made obligatory in cinema
tograph halls either by way of topical displays or during the 
inter? also"

The Board of Governors stressed its recommandations!

a) that the Junior Red Cross programme should include instruction 
on traffic dangers;

b) that instruction on traffic rules be organized in the schools,

This Resolution was brought to the attention of national Societies and 
has produced considerable results» Information and documents coming from the 
American} British and Canadian Red Cross Societies have enabled the Health 
Bureau to provide documentation for other Societies9 in particular those in 
Latin America.,



Parachuting First Aid Supplies

"The Board of Governors recommends that in every country an agree
ment should be concluded with the competent services so that at least 
one aircraft should be ready at all times so as to be able to drop as 
rapidly as possible and by parachute the necessary first aid supplies 
on to a spot accessible only with difficulty by land communication, 
where a catastrophe has occurred»"

This Resolution recommends thats in every country; a plane be equipped 
so as to be able to drop the necessary first aid supplies on to a spot acces
sible only with difficulty by land communications; where a disaster has occur
red» The Bulgarian Red Cross, in its 194-7 report, states that parachute supplies 
were dropped by its medical plane at the time of the serious floods which 
ravaged part of the country.

This question, closely linked to that of medical aviation (see Resolu
tion N° 46) is of interest to certain Red Cross Societies»

Documentation has been sent to the national Societies of Mexico and 
Turkey to assist them in organizing their services»

Resolution N° 58

Resolution N° 54
Liaison with Transport Organization of the United Nations

"The Board of Governors deems it indispensable that a very close 
liaison should exist between the SICHFA and the special services of 
the United Nations dealing with transport and requests the United 
Nations to appoint a competent person to act as liaison officer, 
the Bureau of the Commission being itself at their disposal»"

This resolution requested that there should be close liaison between 
SICHFA and the special services of the United Nations dealing with transport#
To this end, relations were established at the end of 1946 with the European 
Central Inland Transport Organization (ECITO)»

~In January, 1948, the SICHFA was represented by Drn Hantohef of the 
League‘s Health Bureau at the meeting of the Inland Transport Committee of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), This body, which has 
succeeded the ECITO met to study problems relating to Highway First Aid# The 
latest resolutions and recommendations of the SICHFA were included in the final 
report of the said Committee, together with the following paragraphs

"As concerns the question of accidents to be treated,' it is 
understood that we should consult .experts on highway construc
tion, city planning and statistics such as those of the League 
of Red Cross Societies,"

The working party on road traffic which studies problems relating to 
Highway First Aid will meet at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, June 8, 1948* 
The League and the SICHFA will be represented,. Furthermore, the latest reso
lutions of the SICHFA were, forwarded (at the end of April, 1948) to the United 
Nations' Transport and Communications Commission at Lake Success»



Approval of Technical Decisions Previously Made by SICHFA

"The Board of Governors invites National Societies everywhere to 
play their role in first aid training and in the organization of 
first aid units of every nature (on the highways, on the waterways 
and on the seashore, including provisions for the transport of sick 
or casualties, services of blood transfusion, regional depots of 
first aid equipment, etc»). They consider that they constitute the 
basis on which the Red Gross can build an emergency service for dis
aster. Furthermore, the National Societies should particularly de
vote their attention to the setting up of a network of static first 
aid posts on the highways, supplemented by a system of mobile units.

"The Board of Governors accordingly recommends that the colla
boration of local medical authorities be secured by National Societ
ies. The League should also revive at an early date their relations 
with the proper international medical bodies and tourist organiza
tions in order to hasten results and to modernize the standard scale 
of equipment.

"The Board having considered the technical decisions previously 
made by the SICHFA with respect to the equipment of first aid posts, 
ambulances, etc«, confirms and approves them»"

The above Resolution was transmitted to all National Societies*

Other Activities of the SICHFA

Resolution N° 55

In February, 1947» the Vth Regional Conference of the Red Cross Societ
ies of the Americas, which was held in Caracas, included certain recommenda
tions of the SICHFA in its resolutions.

The SICHFA was represented by its Chairman, Dr. P, Behague, at the First 
Meeting of Voluntary International Organizations interested in highway problems 
organized in Paris by the International Chamber of Commerce in Maroh, 1948.

Finally, in response to the wish of the SICHFA to include representatives 
of the Red Cross Societies of the American Continent among its members and so 
that membership of the SICHFA may be distributed on an equitable basis, two 
representatives of the Red Cross Societies of the American Continent were ap
pointed by the Executive Committee of the League in March, 1948; two repre
sentatives of the international touring organizations also were designated 
through the Central Touring Bureau to be admitted as nominal members at the 
next meeting of the SICHFA.

National societies have been kept informed of the Commission’s work by 
means of reports sent out by the Health Bureau*


