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Introduction

In ail the work of the Red Cross there is a faith 
that gives it substance and meaning: faith In doing 
things that help others. Too often, men think of this 
faith as an adult ideal, a virtue bounded by the di
mensions of maturity. Rut it is more than that. It 
is a faith that finds expression early in life, and 
in the youth of all nations it enlists its warmest 
supporters.

This is the central truth upon which the Junior 
Red Cross was founded. If the organization's work has 
grown and flourished through the years, it is because 
it has held up to youth ideals of service that have 
never failed to enlist their sympathies and guide 
their efforts.

In the tasks confronting the world today, new 
ways must be found to enlist the cooperation of youth, 
to expand their powers of understanding, and to en
large the benefits of their programs for other chil
dren. The proposals of the American Junior Red Cross 
are dedicated to this end.

Suggestions on Cooperation

The services of the Junior Red Cross Bureau of 
the League of Red Cross Societies have been extremely 
helpful. Red Cross societies owe much to the Bureau 
for its work in disseminating needed information and 
supplying advice to Junior Red Cross staffs on many 
vital questions. Such basic information as organiza
tion and requirements for membership, the nature of 
program activities, age of members, and similar data 
has been distributed to national societies by the 
Bureau.



Because of the growing interest in the Junior Bed 
Cross in many societies, as well as the world-wide in
terest of youth in international programs, these serv
ices of the Bureau have hecome increasingly important. 
But they cannot be carried on without an adequate staff 
With the work of the Bureau increasing, it is necessary 
that consideration be given to expanding the size of 
the staff.

To make full use of the information provided to 
societies by the Junior Bed Cross Bureau, it is recom
mended that national conferences carefully emphasize to 
Junior Bed Cross staff and membership the special needs 
of individual countries. In this way the common objec
tives of the Junior Bed Cross can be given adequate em
phasis, while the special differences existing among 
societies will be made clear.

Careful study should be given to the methods by 
which the junior members carry out programs of mutual 
assistance. Though the advice and guidance of the 
Junior Bed Cross Bureau is important here, it is the 
programs themselves that justify or fail to justify 
increases in the national and international scope of 
the Junior Bed Cross. The success of all such programs 
will be aided by complete frankness and full knowledge 
in determining the needs of children in one society 
that can ba met through the efforts of other societies.

In view of the strong interest of youth in inter
national contacts, the traditional programs of exchange 
through Bed Cross channels should be enlarged and di
versified. Such an activity as the international ex
change of correspondence has proved notably successful, 
reflecting the wide interest shown in all exchange 
efforts.



Exchange of Materials

To enlarge the scope of exchange programs, the 
American Junior Red Cross proposes that new projects 
employing a wider range of expression he added. The 
international school art program initiated by the 
American Junior Red Cross in 19̂ -7-^ 8 is an example of 
a new medium of exchange. Under this program more 
than 2,000 drawings and paintings by high school 
students in the United States were sent to Junior Red 
Cross sections in France, Sweden, Czechoslovakia, and 
Venezuela.

Another project for developing better understand
ing among youth might be found in the recording of 
songs and instrumental pieces by school groups, to be 
sent to groups in other lands. Other possibilities 
include photographic stories of school activities 
such as typical operations of students studying for 
special vocations or international distribution of 
special publications written and printed by students.

These suggestions indicate that much can be done 
in exchange programs, in addition to international 
correspondence. All resources should be employed to 
strengthen cooperation in the international sphere 
and to make meaningful the experiences of youth in 
all nations.

Exchange of Persons

While the exchange of materials is a necessary 
means of international communication, there is an in
creasing need for the exchange of persons as part of 
the program of the Junior Red Cross. This kind of 
exchange is essential if the needs and viewpoints of 
other societies are to he fully understood.

It is recognized that exchange of persons pre
sents problems of planning and finance more difficult
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to deal with than those related to the exchange of 
materials. Nevertheless, it is important that Red Cross 
societies give consideration to this problem and the 
benefits that derive from personal interchange of ideas 
and experience.

Junior Red Cross Conferences
The American Junior Red Cross proposes that socie

ties in which youth participate in regional and national 
conferences of the Junior Red Cross should consider the 

* feasibility of bringing such leaders together in inter
national conferences.

The effectiveness of such meetings would depend on 
the special preparation given these delegates as well 
as on the opportunity afforded them in their own coun
tries to present their recommendations to the staff of 
the national society and to the members as a whole. In 
this connection it is important to consider not only the 
qualifications of prospective delegates, but also the 
question of the duration of their visits to other coun
tries. Best results for the delegates and for the socie
ties they represent would be secured through comparative
ly long residence abroad.

This would not only permit delegates to associate 
with youth of other societies attending the conference, 
but would enable them to visit the headquarters of Junior 
Red Cross sections and to work with members on certain 
projects. At the same time, delegates would have an 
opportunity to take part in the educational and social 
life of the countries visited.

Professional Visits

Another means for extending international coopera
tion may be found in the exchange of professional staff 
members of the Junior Red Cross and in regional and 
international meetings of the national directors of
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Junior Red Cross sections. Leaders in allied fields 
such as education, health, and recreation should also 
he invited to these meetings.

The American Red Cross has profited greatly from 
such meetings and from visits to other societies. And 
it has provided opportunities for officers of other 
societies to study Red Cross operations in the United 
States.

In this work the American Junior Red Cross had 
made significant contributions. Through the National 
Children's Fund it provided the opportunity for 35 
pediatricians each affiliated with a Red Cross so
ciety, to attend the Fifth International Congress of 
Pediatrics in the United States. The group studied 
modern pediatric methods in this country and observed 
the health and youth programs of the American Red 
Cross, as well as making available their own special 
knowledge in such matters.

The National Children's Fund has also extended 
to 19 Red Cross societies the opportunity to send to 
the United States as many as three educators from each 
country, representing classroom teachers, school ad
ministrators, teacher training institutions, and min
istries of education. As with the pediatrician group, 
the object of this visit is to enable educators from 
other lands to make their contributions to general 
education planning here and to give to the Junior Red 
Cross the benefit of their training and experience.

The American Junior Red Cross believes that in
ternational study visits by professional personnel 
would greatly aid in bringing about a deeper under
standing on the part of teachers of the international 
services of the Junior Red Cross. Such an understand
ing would encourage a wider utilization of Junior Red 
Cross resources and would develop a sharper awareness 
of the organization's role as an instrument of volun
tary service.
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Conclusion
In presenting the foregoing proposals, the American 

Junior Red Cross is not unmindful of the extraordinary 
relief programs carried out by youth for the benefit of 
needy children in other lands since the close of hostili
ties. The need for such relief will undoubtedly continue 
for some time to come. But in urging Junior Red Cross 
sections to meet these demands in the same generous 
spirit as in the past, the American Junior Red Cross be
lieves that the measures submitted here for strengthen
ing other means of international cooperation are neces
sary if the work of the Junior Red Cross is to grow.

As a world-wide organization, the Red Cross is 
peculiarly fitted to carry on this work, for throughout 
its history it has served as a catalytic force in bring
ing together the peoples of the world. In advancing 
this cause it fulfills its highest purpose -- impartial 
service to all mankind.
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