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RESUME OF THE REPORTS OF THE TWO MEETINGS 
OF THE JUNIOR RED CROSS ADVISORY" COM'/IITTEE

May 1947 - March 1948

The Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee of the League 
of Red Cross Societies, created by the Executive Committee 
in November 1946, is composed of the following national 
societies :

Jllliance of Red Cross &
Red Crescent Societies of the U.SLS.R.
American Red Cross
Belgian Red Cross
British Red Cross
Canadian Red Cross
Czechoslovak Red Cross
French Red Cross
Panamanian Red Cross
Swedish Red. Cross
Turkish Red Crescenc

Two meetings of the Oommittee have been held, one in 
Paris in May 1947, the second in Geneva in March 1948.
They were characterized by an exceptionally fine spirit of 
understanding and co-operation with all members contributing 
generously their ideas» At boih meetings, all the member 
societies were represented with the exception of those of 
Panama and the U»S»S»R»

AT THE FIRST MEETING
Recommendations were made concerning the functions and 

duties of the Committee and the manner in which it should 
proceed to fulfil such mandates as might be given to It. 
Included in the recommendations was one that provided for 
rotation of membership. All proposals and recommendations 
thus far submitted to the executive committee have been 
approved.

A medical sub-committee drew up a report that now serves 
as a guide to national Junior Red Cross Sections in formulat - 
ing their health programmes. Other suggestions made by the 
committee as a whole have been put into practice by a number 
of societies.

Attention was called by the Advisory Committee to the 
responsibility not only of Junior Red Cross Sections, but of 
the national societies themselves to support their Junior 
Red Cross Sections in every feasible way. Such support, it 
is agreed, must include moral encouragement and not merely 
financial aid, important as the latter is.



The Committee emphasized that the national societies will 
benefit themselves in proportion to the support they give 
to their Junior members in furnishing to them a programme 
of activity which will attract and sustain their interest 
in the Red Cross..

The hope was expressed by the Advisory Committee that 
the Board of Governors of the League would do everything 
within its resources to reinforce the Junior Red Cross Bureau 
of the League of Red Cross Societies by obtaining adequate 
funds for the accomplishment of its work.

A number of principles were agreed upon concerning the 
qualifications of Junior Red Cross directors. Other recommend
ations dealt' with the programme of activities and the methods 
used by the Junior Red Cross to promote the spirit of service 
among its members in both national and international fields.
By resolution the committee expressed the appreciation and 
gratitude of the Junior Red Cross the world around to the 
members of the teaching profession for the important contribut
ions made by them to the extension and success of the work 
of the Junior Red Cross.

THE SECOND MEETING
Dealt with a number of questions that had been raised by 

the reports presented by the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the 
League and several of the member societies, and with methods 
whereby undertaking in the international fields could best be 
promoted.

For instance, two sub-committees examined and reported 
on means whereby methods of administering the international 
school correspondence could be improved and on what the 
contents should be of the Handbook on Organization about to 
be published by the League of Red Cross Societies. The League's 
Junior Red Cross Bureau has been charged with carrying out the 
recommendations made in these reports.

A strong desire was expressed for increased contacts between 
the Junior Red Cross leaders in different countries and between 
the national Junior Red Cross Sections and the Junior Red Cross 
Bureau of the League through reciprocal visits. Great interest 
was shown in the experiences gained by the first exchanges of 
visits as described by the British and Swedish delegates and it 
is hoped that such projects may be continued on a larger scale.

The subject of training for leadership received consider
able attention. The American Junior Red Cross contributed 
a report on the training camps and centers that it has been 
operating for the past few years. It was suggested that 
Junior members from many countries may some day meet at such 
centers.



The reports and recommendations of these two meetings 
of the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee have been widely 
circulated, both in the League publications and in separate 
documents. Therefore I shall not repeat them here. I would 
emphasize, however, that the Junior Red Cross Advisory 
Committee has demonstrated its realization of the exceptional 
opportunities that lie before the Red Cross movement to-day 
and is imbued with a firm desire to promote, consolidate and 
perpetuate those opportunities in every way possible.
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