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HUMANIZATION OP WARFARE

The number of tasks incumbent on the Red Cross in our 
days is constantly multiplying as suffering increases with more and 
more total warfare. With new arms its humanitarian mission is no 
longer limited, as at the outset, to bringing relief to wounded 
combatants; the fate of civilian populations has indeed become one 
of its main problems during recent years. It is striving today to 
bring all its force to bear for the humanisation of war.

The basis for this initiative against criminal methods 
of warfare is to be found in the Geneva Protocol, signed on June l6th, 
1925, at Geneva, by the delegates of J>0 States, relating to the pro
hibition of the use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases 
and bacteriological means. In October of the same year, the Xllth 
International Red Cross Conference inscribed this question of 
chemical warfare on its agenda and passed the following resolution:

"The Xllth International Red Cross Conference,
1. Notes with keen satisfaction that the Geneva 

Protocol of June 17th, 1925, confirming and 
completing the Washington Treaty of February 
6th, 1922 and the Versailles Treaty of June 
28th, 1919, solemnly condemns chemical and 
bacteriological warfare.
Expresses the hope that this protocol will be 
ratified as soon as possible and that the 
States not yet having adhered thereto will do 
so without delay;

2. Considers that, should this rule be violated, 
the Red Cross, in peacetime, should seek means, 
in cooperation with the military and civilian 
authorities, for the protection of its staff,
of the belligerent armies, and, in particular ' , 
of the civilian populations against injuries 
caused by chemical warfare, and the care of 
such injuries;
Instructs the International Committee to keep 
itself informed as to the execution of this 
programme and to get into touch with the 
national Societies on the subject;

Generally speaking, the moral combat and 
propaganda against the use of poisons as a 
weapon and against bacteriological warfare, 
and the scientific and technical preparation 
of the best preventive and therapeutic means 
against such methods of war, should be one of 
the foremost preoccupations of the International 
Red Cross and the national Red Crosses.
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From that date on the question of the protection of 
oivilian populations against chemical warfare was inserted in the 
Agenda of every Conference. In 1928 the International Conference 
at The Hague studied the work of the Commission entrusted with the 
examination of this problem, as well as that of the Experts’ 
Commission which had met for the same purpose at Brussels in the 
beginning of the year. Two important Resolutions were passed.

The succeeding Conferences in 1930 and 1934 ia Brussels 
and in Tokyo studied the problem of aerial, chemical, bacteriological 
and incendiary warfare. A few years later, H .R .H . the Duke of 
Gloucester, in his opening speech at the XVIth International 
Conference, requested it to assist, to the extent of the material 
forces available to it, in the protection of women and children 
and all defenceless persons in view of the development of modern 
methods of warfare. Decisions were taken for the creation ©f 
immunity areas and hospital towns and areas.

Immediately following the war, the Advisory Conference 
of Delegates met at Geneva from October 15th to November 2nd 194-5· 
During its discussions, particularly in regard to the contribution 
of national Societies and of the League towards peace, the Yugoslav 
delegation proposed that an appeal be launched to the Governments 
urging them to do all within their power to prevent a new war and 
to minimise the consequences of an eventual conflict. This declara
tion amongst other matters contained the following proposals:

- Prohibition of the bombardment of civil 
populations, which is in any case contrary to 
the International Conventions!

- Prohibition of reprisals against civil 
populations and the organisation of concentration 
camps;

- Invitation to the International Committee of the 
Red Cross to draft a new international Convention 
on the use of gas and other poisonous methods of 
warfare;

- Prohibition of the blockade which deprives the 
civil populations of the food indispensable to 
them;

- Prohibition of flying bombs and other similar 
weapons.

As these various questions called for the cooperation of 
the Governments it was decided xo refer the whole problem to the next 
international Conference and the Advisory Conference of Delegates 
simply made the following recommendations

"The Conference
Having heard the proposals of the delegate of the 
Yugoslav Red Cross tending to render war more 
humane, considers that these important questions 
come within the competence of the International 
Red Cross Conference".
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In 1946, the Board of Governors at Oxford again examined the prob
lem of the humanisation of warfare. The work of the Committee on Internation
al Red Cross Relations and Relief resulted in the adoption of the following 
Resolution by the Board:

"The Board of Governors decides that the League of Red Cross 
Societies and all National Red Cross Societies shall in peace 
time educate the people on humanitarian and charity principles,
"In order to bring assistance to all suffering and taking into 
account the fatal results of the past war, considers that a 
most important task of the League and the National Red Cross 
Societies lies in everyday effort to preserve peace and in 
¡gathering all forces and means together in order to prevent 
future world wars,
"The Board of Governors recognizing the merit of the wish of 
the Polish Delegation to render war more humane, and taking in
to account the experience of the last war v/ith its colossal 
number of victims among all classes of the population, as well 
as the consequence of the far reaching perfection of war tech
nique,
"In pursuance of its humanitarian ideals, requests the next In
ternational Conference of the Red Cross, when considering the 
extension of its Regulations of 1925 relating to gases and 
aerial warfare, that it consider favourably the addition to 
this regulation of the atomic bomb and other similar weapons 
that widely destroy the masses of mankind and the cultural 
inheritance of nations as well as combatants of the armed 
forces,
"The Board of Governors on the proposal of several delegations 
and in the same trend of thought, draws the attention of the 
International Red Cross Conference to the question of hostages, 
that of concentration camps, mass deportations of populations 
and of their systematic destruction in concentration camps,"

The same year, the Preliminary Conference of National Rod Cross 
Societies adopted a resolution, with a view to transmitting it to the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross, recommending the prohibition of the use of 
all means of chemical and bacteriological warfare, as well as the employment 
of atomic energy for purposes of war.

Finally, at Belgrade, the Regional Conference of European Red Cross 
Societies, requested that constructive work on behalf of peace should if pos
sible be continued and intensified both in the League Secretariat and among 
the National Societies, It recalled the principles adopted at the Oxford Con
ference and more particularly that the Red Cross Societies should propose to 
the authorities responsible for signing humanitarian conventions for the protec
tion of victims of war, the following paragraphs:

- the condemnation of the atomic bomb and of all other similar 
arms capable of blindly annihilating the armed forces and the 
civilian populations;

- the condemnation of the taking of hostages, of the mass depor
tation of populations, those of concentration camps and the 
systematic destruction of human beings in these camps.
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