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Concerning
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(Itera IS of the Agendfe. of ihfe Géiferal Coaaiseion of the 
XVIItii International Red Iroso Conference)

re-affir: 
for Into: 
all the .

This XVIIt'u International Red Cross onxerence meeting in Stockholm 
¡s Red Gross abhorrence of Jar and its determination to work constantly 
national understanding whence nay spring can enduring Peace amongst 
at ion of the v/orld.

This will he 
the llcd Cross stands, 
to spread the ilod Cxos

achieved by festering the particular idea for which 
relieving suffering wherever it may exist and endeavouring 
s principles of selfless service to all ouartc-rs of

the Globo»

Realising that the younger generation will soon be called upon to play 
its part in World affairs, the International Red Cross will use its best 
endeavours to establish, expand and strengthen the Junior Red Cross Movement 
in all Countries and thus bring about greater understanding and mutual respect 
between millions of young people in all parts of the V/orld.
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X V I I t h IITTEEIIAIIOIIAL ICED CROSS COÏÏ.'ÎEREMCE

Resolution concerning Peace adopted by the Board of Governors of 
the league, meeting in Stockholm on 18th August 1948, and submitted 
to the XVIIth International Red Cross Conference for approval.

(item XVII on the Agenda of 
the General Commission)



DRAFT DECLARATION

BY THE LEAGUE Of RED CROSS SOCIETIES 

CONCERNING PEACE

The history of mankind shows that the campaign against the terrible 
scourge of war cannot -achieve success if it is Limited to the political 
sphere, Faced with the ever increasing deadly effectiveness of chemical, 
biological, bacteriológica], or atomic weapons of total warfare, the oppos
ing forces must strive to avert this terrible catastrophe by every avail
able means. Peace is not simply the absence of a state of war; it must 
be won ip, hard combat by tireless exertion day after day in the most varied 
fields of human activity,

The Red Cross, nationally and internationally, is a vital force for 
the preservation of peace, Peace in a nation is built in the hearts and 
minds of men by deeds that are prompted by manifest sympathy, understanding 
and respect for their fellowmeb * In like manner, when extended to the in
ternational level, such actions not only relieve distress but contribute 
to the creation of constructive attitudes of friendliness and sympathy 
among the peoples, of the world,

The Red Cross has as'its primary function the relief of human 
suffering on an impartial basis without regard for the differences of 
nationality, race, or religious or political belief. In discharging this 
responsibility at home e,nd abroad the Red Cross offers to all men an op
portunity for positive action to meet human need and at the same time con
tribute to that better understanding among peoples which is essential to 
the maintenance of peace.

The unique character of the Red Cross with over 100,000,000 adult 
and junior members, united in sixty-five national Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies and federated in the League of Red Cross 
Societies, enables these humanitarian activities to take on added signi
ficance for the preservation of peace because the actions are prompted 
by the same basic humanitarian considerations and conducted under the com
mon symbol universally recognised throughout the world.

The actions whereby Red Cross members and groups relieve suffering 
through the extension of aid to the sick and the helpless, to the refugee 
and to the homeless, and to the victims of war or catastrophe are practical, 
productive measures in the cause of peace. The work of the national Societies 
in the prevention of illness and disease through health activities, the 
programmes by and for youth in which the Junior Red Cross stimulates the 
spirit of self-sacrifice and service to others, and the international pro
grammes of co-operation among sister Societies - all tend to demonstrate 
tangibly through the Red Cross man's concern for the welfare of his fellow- 
man, The attitudes so developed and strengthened are strong contributors 
to the elimination of seme of the causes of war. The Red Cress the world 
around should concentrate it? - -«•-mvees on these practical, tangible measures 
in which people may engage, and thiough Khe 1 , oduct? of such efforts play
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their part in creating that better understanding among all peoples that 
flows naturally from such measures,

The primary role of the Red Cross in the preservation of peace is, 
therefore, one of conducting activities through which men, women and 
children throughout the world may act to relieve and prevent human suffer
ing both at home and abroad. The Red Cross programme must be one of 
positive action within its proper sphere of competence. Action of this 
kind is the most effective expression of the aspirations of men for peace. 
In pursuing this basic objective the Red Cross welcomes the collaboration 
of all people and all agencies, national and international, genuinely con
cerned with the preservation of peace.

It is therefore for all national Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red 
Lion and Sun Societies, and for each of their individual members, men, 
women,and children, all of whom, individually or collectively, belonging 
to this universal federation, the League of Red Cross Societies, to support 
and sustain the basic Red Cross activity of mutual aid and friendly co
operation between individuals and nations, thereby contributing to the 
further objective of the Red Cross to contribute to the foundations on 
which peace can be built. To quote its founder, Henri Dunant, in "A Sou
venir of Solferino": "To encourage the ideas of solidarity between nations 
in doing good is to oppose waf"k

The more keenly the servants of the Red Cross throughout the world 
are conscious of this sacred duty, the nearer man will draw to that ideal 
state of real peace which alone will enable him to attain the summit of 
his creative faculties,,


