
Summary Report of the Special Commission set up by the 
Preliminary Conference in Geneva in August 1946,. to study 
the method of financing the International Committee of the 
Red Cross.

This Commission was composed of the Red Cross Societies 
of Belgium, Great Britain, Italy and Sweden. The Chairmanship 
had been entrusted to the Trench Red Cross.

It met in Paris on October 3rd and November 28th 1946, 
in Geneva on September 20th 1947 and in Stockholm August 24th 
1948.

The Commission was charged with the division among the 
various National Societies of the responsibility for the 
payment of a total sum of 15,000,000.- Swiss francs to the 
I.C.R.C. of which 10,000,000.- francs were to be remitted before 
the end of 1947 and the second instalment before the end of 
1949 in order to cover the deficit in connection with work 
accomplished during the war and to enable it to carry on its 
traditional activities.

The conclus! ons of the Commission related to the allocation 
of the contributions and not to their collection. The Commission 
adopted UNRRA's scale, as modified by the IRO. The Conclusions 
were communicated to the National Societies.

At its meeting of 24th August 1948, the Commission took 
cognizance of the report which had just been sent to it by thè. 
ICRC, and of the amounts received by the latter as at 30th June 1948.

19 countries have paid the whole of their contribution 
making a total of 1,442,099.-

3 countries have paid instalments of their
extraordinary contribution 349,621.-

39 countries have not yet paid their quotas __________
Total received of income estimated on the

scale 1,791,720.-
On the other hand, the Commission was informed that some 

Societies, either in gratitude for services rendered by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross or as a share of previous 
expenditure, had paid in sums whose total amounted to about 
5,080,000 Swiss francs.

After having studied these figures the Commission unanimously
(1) decided to lay tbe present report on the table of the 
Conference, attaching to it the detailed statement of sums 
received and to be received, drawn up by the ICRC and the con
clusions which the latter presented.
(2) recommended that these documents should be handed over to 
the new Commission, the setting up of which had been envisaged 
by the General Commission of the Conference in order to allow 
this Commission to carry out succesfully the duties which will 
be entrusted to it and to ensure the financing of ICRC expenditure .
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(3) draw the attention of this Committee to the recommendation 
made by the ICRC in its report on the extraordinary contribution:

(a) that the National Societies which have not yet sent 
their contributions be good enough to do so as quickly as poss ible;
(b) that the National Red Cross Societies which have 
already paid the first instalment be good enough to make 
their arrangements now to complete their share in the 
second instalment of 5 millions.


