
SUMMARY REPORT OF THE YUGOSLAV RED CROSS TO THE XVIIth

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE

The Yugoslav Red Cross originated from the Serbian Red Cross 
(founded on 26th January 1876), the Montenegran Red Cross (founded on 15th 
January 1876), and similar Societies existing in other Yugoslav Regions 
under Austro-Hungarian domination, After the First World War, on 25th Decem
ber 1921, all these Societies amalgamated to form the Yugoslav Red Cross.

The Central Committee is composed of the Chairman, 2 Vice-Chairmen 
and 20 members, elected by the General Assembly,

The Yugoslav Red Cross is a voluntary society governed by the Law 
of 17th July 1946 relating to the Yugoslav Red Cross. By virtue of Article 8 
of the above-mentioned Law, the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and National 
Defense and the Governmental Committees for the Protection of Public Health, 
State Insurance, and Schools and Science, are each represented by one dele
gate on the Central Committee of the Yugoslav Red Cross.

In normal times, the Yugoslav Red Cross employs paid administra
tive and manual workers but only keeps the medical personnel necessary for 
health courses and the operation of certain reception or health centres, 
which'are organized as needed, There are about 250 paid administrative wor
kers, while the number of medical personnel varies according to the need. 
Voluntary workers are employed for the administration of the local commit
tees, and play a particularly important part in the different Red Cross 
programmes, such as the fight against tuberculosis and malaria, the clean
liness campaign, disaster relief, the Red Cross Week, etc. The number of 
voluntary workers taking part in these activities is not fixed but varies 
from one service to another.

There is a regular output of work from the volunteer's workroom 
attached to the Belgrade town Committee, In 1947, 39,866 different garments 
were made by some 400 ladies, who gave 37,620 hours of voluntary work. The 
Albanian women in Kosmet have a similar workroom.

The Society has 8,611 local Committees (in villages and small 
towns), 75 town Committees (which embrace 195 district Committees in the 
large towns) and 9,055 Junior Red Cross school groups. There are two auto
nomous sections : the Anti-tuberculosis Section and the Child Welfare Sec
tion. In 1947 the Yugoslav Red Cross had 5 delegations abroad.

The Central Committee elects an-Executive Committee, consisting 
of the Chairman, the two Vice-Chairmen, the Secretary and seven members of 
the Central Committee, to carry on the day-to-day administration of the So
ciety. It is the custom,, for the President of the Society to be a doctor.



II
Any Yugoslav citizen enjoying political and civil rights may be 

a member of the Yugoslav Red Cross.
At the end of 1947 the Society had 1,171,725 adult members and 

771,566 Juniors.

Funds are raised in the following ways:
1. Membership subsciptions,

2. A State subsidy (0,50 dinars on all cinema tickets),

3. The Red Cross Week, during which a fund-raising campaign takes place 
and the State reserves 1 per cent on the cost of railway tickets and 
0,50 dinars on postage, in aid of the Yugoslav Red Cross,

4. Unexpected gifts received within the country or from abroad.

A fund-raising campaign is held regularly each autumn, during the 
Red Cross Week.
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The functions of the Yugoslav Red Cross in time of war are governed 
by Law, and are as follows :

a) within the country :
1. it acts as an auxiliary to the health services of the Armed Forces, in 

evacuating, transferring, caring for and giving treatment to the sick
and wounded, including sick and wounded enemy soldiers taken prisoner;

2. it assists and takes an active part in the organization and realization 
of public health protection;

3. it serves as an intermediary in receiving and distributing relief;

4. it acts as intermediary for prisoners and internees in their relations 
with the outside world and in the hospitalization and repatriation of

sick or wounded enemy nationals.
b) Apart from activities abroad which arise from operations carried on 

inside the country, the Yugoslav Red Cross carries out, as far as possible, 
its traditional work of assistance to Yugoslav prisoners and nationals in
terned abroad.
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a) Relief Action Programme :

1. In the case of disasters within the country, each of the Federal Republic 
Branches has available at least one large team equipped with medical sup
plies, several mobile kitchens, tents and camp beds.

2. In the case of disasters in neighbouring countries which have not suffi
cient relief resources available, plans have been made to send the same
teams, together with relief in money or kind. In view of Yugoslavia's 
inadequate economic resources, the Red Cross is not in a position to 
send large scale relief abroad.

b) The Yugoslav Red Cross is confining its activities to certain cate
gories of medical services. At the present time it has a medical and recep
tion service for repatriates and, in certain towns, a service for school- 
children, in particular for those who live in another district. It also 
maintains two therapeutic centres for war-disabled.

Furthermore, the Society is concentrating on health propaganda 
and the setting up of First Aid centres. With this end in view, the fol
lowing series of courses has been organized :

1. First Aid, in 30 lessons;

2. Six-week courses for health workers in the villages;

3. Six-week courses to train industrial health and First Aid workers;

4. Courses lasting one year for supervisors of rural children's centres.
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The Anti-Tuberculosis Section is particularly active in educating 
the population, in co-operation with the authorities and people's organiza
tions.

In the field of health propaganda, the Yugoslav Rod Cross, in 
1947 and 1948, printed and circulated a considerable amount of information 
in all the Yugoslav languages and in those of the national minorities 
(Hungarian, Italian, Albanian, Slovak); furthermore numerous lectures were 
given.

Plans are being made to intensify the campaign against malaria 
and venereal disease,

c) The schools of nursing (for men and women) in Yugoslav are at 
present in the hands of the State. The Yugoslav Red Cross has, however, set 
up a School of Nursing at Pec, where a one-year course is given free of 
charge to girls belonging to the Albanian minority.
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The activities of the Junior Red Cross include the following :

1. Special "Basic Hygiene and Accident Prevention" courses.

2. Holyday colonies.
3. School canteens.

4. School correspondence.

d) With regard to official relations and co-operation in the Red Cross 
field, the Yugoslav Red Cross has undertaken to devote all its forces to 
the maintenance of peace. The Society has been very active in this work and 
considers it as one of its principal tasks.

V
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Conclusion. Under the new social structure, the Yugoslav Red
Cross has fresh and special tasks, The State itself 

is endeavouring to develop the protection of public health as one of its 
principal functions. It is taking over the schools of nursing, the hospi
tals and social institutions, and all citizens are eligible for social in
surance, For this reason, the Yugoslav Red Cross is not assuming the same 
duties, but is developing its work for the propaganda of hygiene, generally 
restricting itself however to creating medical and social institutions 
which are subsequently handed over to the public authorities,

The Yugoslav Red Cross has obtained considerable results since 
the Second World War, but it realizes that these are still inadequate in 
relation to the need which exists in the field of hygiene instruction and 
possibilities of caring for the sick. The Central Committee is therefore 
endeavouring to improve its working methods and to avoid mistakes which may 
occur in such large-scale work. Since the XVIth International Red Cross Con
ference, the Society has undergone an important evolution by "spreading its 
roots" among the people and increasing its activities as a whole,
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