
I. Organization :
a) The Polish Red Gross was constituted in February, 1919.
b) The Central Committee is composed of eleven members.

This number can be increased to fourteen members.
In principle the Central Committee is elected by the 
Central Board of the Polish Red Cross for a period of 
three years. As a consequence of the war, the present 
Central Committee was appointed in 1945 by the Minister 
of National Defence in conformity with the Statutes of 
the Polish Red Cross enacted in 1936.

c) The Polish Red Cross carries out various activities in 
correlation with the Ministry of National Defence, the 
Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Social Welfare and 
the Ministry of Education.

d) The Polish Red Cross has 6,006 paid employees and 
3,427 voluntary workers. Total 9,433 workers,

e) Poland is divided up into fourteen Regional Committees 
of the Polish Red Cross. Each Regional Committee has 
local Sections on its territory, totalling 314 in the 
whole of Poland.
The Polish Red Cross Circles work within the framework 
of the Sections. There are 23,524 Polish ^ed Cross 
Circles in Poland. There are Advisory Committees working 
with the Regional Committees and local Sections. Nine 
delegations of the Polish Red Cross are working abroad.

f) The Chairman of the Central Committee is Colonel Dr. 
Bronislas Kostkiewicz. The Director of the executive 
bodies of the Polish Red Cross is Mr. Thadee Kalicki, 
appointed by the Central Committee.

II« Organization and financing of the Society :
a) Anyone may become a member of the Polish Red Cross 

without regard to their origin, political beliefs or 
social position.
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b ) the members of the Polish Red Cross are grouped as follows
5,219 circles of adults 802,967 members

24 Junior Circles in the Secondary
Schools 7,989 "

184 Junior Circles outside the schools 7,106 "
18,097 Junior Circles in the Primary 1,433,008 "

schools
Totals : 2,251,070 members

sources of Polish Red Cross Revenue :
1. Members * subs cribtions Qfo of the budget
20 Contributions, gifts, collections 27%

3. Pees charged in the Polish Red
Cross hospitals and dispensaries 31^

4 ° Subsidies paid by the State for the 
carrying out of work under Govern
ment schemes 27><%

5o Taxes raised on entertainment
tickets 9%

d) Each year a "Red Cross Week" is organized in the spring, 
which is an excellent mean of publicity and brings in 
considerable revenue.

III. Principal Activities in War-Time.
At the beginning of the War, the Polish Ked Cross :

1. organized First Aid teams to assist the civilian popu
lations suffering as a result of bombardments;

2 . organized hospitals for wounded and sick;
3. gave relief to refugees fleeing from hostilities or de

ported by the Germans, by organizing stations for medical aid, 
Feeding Centres, Reception Centres, Soup Kitchens and Canteens. 4 5 6

4. served as intermediary between prisoners of war provi
sionally placed in prisoner of war camps in Poland and their

families; this was all the more important, as the postal and 
train services were not operating at that time;

5. supplied food and clothing to prisoners of war;
6. directed the Search Bureau from the first days of the

War.
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The German authorities were progressively reducing the 
activity of the Polish Red Cross and its opportunities of work.

The German authorities confiscated the warehouses and 
stocks of medical meterial - blocked Red Cross funds in the 
banks, forbade the recruiting of new members and the collection 
of subscriptions, siezed the hospitals along with the installa
tions which had been presented by the public. Finally, the Ger
man authorities set up the Central Relief Board (Rada Glowna 
Opiekuncza) which was completely subordinate to them and to 
which all the Polish Red Cross activities were handed over, 
except for the Search Bureau and help to Prisoners of War which 
was reduced to the sending of parcels. Parcels were also sent 
to those in prisons and concentration camps.

Even the distribution of gifts from abroad intended 
£or the Red Cross was carried out under German pressure by the 
Central Relief Board.

During the Warsaw Rising, the Polish Red Cross carried 
out very intensive medical work, which was a real test for the 
young members of the Polish Red Cross trained during the secret 
First Aid classes.

In foreign countries, the Polish Red Cross dealt par
ticularly with Polish refugees dispersed in Europe and Asia, 
and organized the dispatch of parcels from all over the world 
for prisoners of war detained in Germany.

The Polish Red Cross Agencies were particularly 
active in France, Hungary and Palestine. The Central Bureau of 
the Polish Red Cross abroad was established in London.

IV. Present Acjnyit1 es_ and Future Plans.
as Polish territory was progressively liberated from 

the Occupying Power by the Red Army and the Polish Army, the 
Polish Red Cross developed Its activity in two directions : 
welfare and medical assistance.

1. From the medical standpoint, the Polish Red Cross orga
nized hospitals, dispensaries, medical stations, Health Centres, 
Infirmaries, etc. One must especially mention the hospitals 
for the victims of the Warsaw Rising and the former inmates of 
the camp at Oswiecim. 2 * * *

2. As regards welfare, the Polish ^ed Cross assisted mil
lions of Poles repatriated to Poland after years of nomadic 
life in camps and under forced labour, as well as further 
millions of Poles of the local population in the last stages
of exhaustion, living in districts so ravaged by the war that
they were called !ithe desert lands’5. In 1945s the Polish Red 
Cross penetrated into each Polish village. There are now 297 
welfare stations directed by the Polish Red Cross.
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In the first period after the war, the activity of the Polish 
Red Cross was, by force of circumstances, turned towards the 
most urgent needs» Now, this activity is a part of the general 
plan to remedy the results of unforeseen events» Prom 1947 
onwards, the Polish Red Cross has been able in co-ordination 
with the economic plan for the whole country»

a) The Polish Red Cross gives emergency relief in case of 
natural disasters. It proved its efficiency during the floods 
which afflicted Poland in March, 1947·

At that time, Poland,so terribly devastated by war, 
was not yet in a fit state to send relief to foreign countries 
when natural disasters occurred,

b) Prom the point of view of health, the Polish Red Cross 
carries on preventive and curative activities simultaneously»
The preventive work comprises the campaigns against alcoholism, 
tuberculosis, venereal diseases and epidemics, the distribution 
of aids to cleanliness and of small pharmacies, the organization 
of welfare centres for mothers and children, the organization
of public baths and of Highway First Aid Posts» The work in 
this field now constitutes the principal task of the Polish Red 
Cross which must in the first place endeavour to raise the level 
of hygiene among the general population in the country as well 
as in the big industrial centres.

Curative work is carried on in the enclosed establish
ments such as hospitals, sanatoria, homes for convalescents etc., 
as well as in the so-called "open" posts such as mobile clinics, 
dispensaries and rural hygiene centres.

There are now 1,393 medical agencies of the Polish 
Red Cross from the small Highway Aid Posts and the disinfection 
centres to the hospitals and Blood Transfusion centres. The 
Blood Transfusion problem is entirely in the hands of the Polish 
Red Cross which directs an Institute and four Blood Transfusion 
Centres and is proposing to organize Blood Transfusion Centres 
in the 14 headquarters of the regional Committees.

c) As regards Nursing, Poland has a severe shortage of 
trained personnel. Immediately after the liberation of the 
country, the Polish Red Cress set to work and organized a series 
of three month and six-month courses for voluntary nurse's aids, 
rural health workers and First Aiders. There are at the moment 
4 Polish Red Cross Schools of Nursing with 405 students. The 
future programme of activities provides for six Schools of Nur
sing which will work in co-operation with the Polish Red Cross model hospitals.

d) The Polish Red Cross developed tremendously during the 
post-war years both from the point of view of the number of 
members as well as that of the work carried out. The Juniors 
took an active part in the distribution of gifts from abroad 
and assiduously cultivated inter-school correspondence and the
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exchange of albums with foreign countries. The Junior Section 
publishes a magazine entitled "Czyn Mlodziezy” (Polish Junior 
Red Cross Activities).

The Central Committee of the Polish Red Cross publishes 
the monthly magazine "Jestem".

e) The relations of the Polish Red Cross with the Govern
ment are based upon the fact that it has undertaken to accomp
lish certain tasks of prime importance in the general national 
economic plan such as the diffusion of health propaganda, the 
Blood Transfusion Service, emergency relief’ in case of natural 
disasters, the Search Bureau and efficient aid in the work of 
repatriation. The Polish Red Cross maintains its complete au
tonomy and in each particular case confers with the appropriate 
Ministry.

On the international plan, the Polish Red Cross takes 
part in the work of the League of Red Cross Societies, The 
Polish Red Cross particularly insists upon the maintenance of 
Peace, believing that that is now the problem which should eng
ross the Red Cross, which has not only the mitigation of human 
suffering as its mission, but should also contribute towards 
its prevention.

V. During the War and above all during the post-war years, the 
Polish &ed Cross' was constantly assisted by the national Red 
Crosses of countries which had been less cruelly tried by the 
war than Poland. This aid took the form of gifts of money, 
consignements of clothing, food and medicines intended during 
the war for Polish prisoners of war and the civilian population, 
and immense stocks of goods sent during the first post-war 
years, medicaments and technico-medical équipement for the hos
pitals and other Red Cross institutions.

These gifts arrived from every continent and the list 
of donors is very long. The whole Polish nation and the Polish 
Red Cross are deeply grateful to all those who came to their 
aid and will always feel profound gratitude to the sister Red 
Cross Societies.

P.1980


