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N etherlands Red Cross, In d o n es ia n  Section

IMMENSE TASK,
INSUFFICIENT MEANS.

After caref ul consideration I  fee l that an 
appeal f o r  help should be made to you, 
on behalf o f  the inhabitants o f  Indonesia

( H .R .H . Princess Juliana 
o f  the Netherlands)

B y far the greater part of the 70 million inhabitants of 
Indonesia is in dire need.

During 3% years of oppression by Japan they were deprived 
of all medical care, even of the bare necessities of life.

The physical state of those who had survived these terrors 
when peace was proclaimed was pitiful in the extreme: a peace 
which brought new misery and sorrow instead of prosperity 
and tranquillity. Nowhere in the world are so many exhausted, 
impoverished and ailing people gathered on such fertile soil 
as in this archipelago. And perhaps there is no other nation 
which bears its suffering with so much restraint as the 
Indonesians.

'That is why a little while ago Princess Juliana considered it 
her humane duty to make an appeal to all to aid the population 
of Indonesia. It was not the first time that Princess Juliana 
appealed for help to the people in Holland. We mention this 
because her words should be heard and remembered by every 
one, to whatever part of the world he or she may belong.

For the distress in this country is so great, the need of the 
most essential things, such as medicine, food and clothing, is 
so urgent, that there can never be sufficient aid for all who 
require it.

Situation after the war.

Perhaps there wil now be a better understanding of the 
immense task which the Dutch had to understake when they 
were liberated from the camps after surviving the Japanese 
terror in this country. Without thinking of themselves first, 
exhausted and ailing as they were as a result of years of pri
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vation, they immediately gave a helping hand to their Indonesian 
friends, notwithstanding the very humble means at their dis
posal. Circumstances could not keep them from doing their 
duty, however insignificant they knew their total resources 
to be.

Of the pre-war total of 250.000 Dutchmen and Eurasians 
some tens of thousands had perished during the period of the 
occupation, either in the camps or outside. Far from all who 
survived could start work again, let alone help others. For were 
not most of them too ill and too weak? Many of them will pro
bably never be able to work again. A hundred thousand of these 
Europeans have left for Holland or some other country to 
recuperate. Those who stayed behind did what was humanly 
possible.

One must not think lightly of the innumerable difficulties 
which this small group of brave people had to surmount in the 
beginning. The Japanese had left them no foundation on which 
they could start reconstruction. Everything had been destroyed, 
every social organization had disappeared, even the Red 
Cross. The enemy was especially keen on destroying com
mittees for social aid; at any rate he took the most severe 
measures against the continuation of such work.

Those women, as 'well as men, who had done social work be
fore the war were taken away to the camps, many of them 
dying there. The few, who with great danger for their lives 
-were able to stay out of the camps, hardly got a chance to con
tinue their work.

But all this could not prevent the very few remaining social 
workers among the small group of liberated Europeans from 
contacting each other very soon after the war and forming a 
centre. From this centre was developed, with surprising speed, 
the organization which at this moment is honoured and 
acknowledged throughout as:

Netherlands Red Cross,
Indonesian Section.

One need not be surprised however, that the Red Cross was 
one of the organizations which rose from the ruins so soon. Even 
though the Japanese wiped out the organization as well as its 
members, the spirit on which the Red Cross is founded could 
not be destroyed. It was this immortal spirit which inspired
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the Europeans and Eurasians, the Chinese as well as the Indo
nesians, and gave them power to build up the organization of 
the Red Cross from it’s very foundations: first in the larger 
towns and later on also in many other places scattered about the 
archipelago as soon as they became accessible.

Aid from, Dutch Government and from abroad.

But devotion and inspiration are not enough for this work of 
social assistance, for those who want to help others must have 
the means at their disposal. Well, these means came from the 
Dutch Government and from abroad.

Without the tremendous support of our Government — to 
which we never appealed in vain —, and the generosity dis
played by other countries outside Indonesia in supplying the 
organization with various kinds of goods, the Red Cross could 
not have done its beneficial work in this country.

Holland set a brilliant example; though after the liberation 
she was still bleeding from many wounds and had a great 
shortage of medical, nursing, and other personnel herself, she 
gave her best workers to Indonesia. In the past two years 
the Netherlands Red Cross assisted with 36 doctors, 29 
dentists, 358 trained nurses, 303 assistant nurses, 104 chemists, 
assistant chemists, laboratory personnel, analysts and other- 
workers .

In impoverished Holland a sum of 8 million guilders was 
collected. Thus the ’ ’Netherland’s Aid to Indonesia” foundation 
was able to come to the rescue with thousands of tons of 
oatmeal, milk, biscuits, meat, fish, baby-food, etc.

Dutch men and women, among them Princess Juliana, gave 
their blood, so that the R.C. could organize a blood-transfusion 
service which has already saved many lives.

Dutch schoolchildren also made their sacrifices; they put 
aside a cent a week and so collected an amount of 250.000 guil
ders, especially meant for Indonesian children.

Other countries did not lag behind. UNRRA-clothing and 
shoes were freely given by the Americans — 30.000 large 
bales, a godsend to numerous people, who had done for 
years without the barest minimum of clothing to cover their 
nakedness. Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand 
showed their sympathy by sending medicines, food, clothes, etc.
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Whatever need was not covered by the generous shipments from 
these and other countries, our Government supplemented by 
purchases abroad. The European, Chinese and Indonesian com
munities, who had been stripped of all their possessions, immedi
ately after the liberation showed their traditional liberality and 
willingness to aid social work. A sum of 250.000 guilders was 
collected in Batavia for the good cause. Many supplied goods in 
kind. When life took on a more normal aspect 400.000 guilders 
were collected in aid of the Red Cross within 6 days. Many 
subscribed to our organization, and we hope that before long the 
various groups of the population of this country will together be 
able to provide an efficient R. C. organization whose device 
shall be : from all — for all.

The first two years.

But this state of affairs has not been reached in this country 
by a long way. Matters being as they are at the moment only a 
very small percentage of all those who need direct and essential 
aid can be attended to. During the first two years after the capi
tulation of Japan the sphere of action of the Netherlands Red 
Cross, Indonesian Section, owing to political circumstances only 
covered a very small part of the entire archipelago, and the 
means were quite inadequate in comparison with what was 
imperatively needed from a humanitarian point of view.

And still the 5000 workers of the Red Cross, at first divided 
into 26 sections, 40 subsections and corresponding centres, did 
their utmost for the good cause and have made the most 
of the few means at their disposal. Only a very vague impres
sion can be given in this limited space of what has been accom
plished by the Red Cross, before the police-action opened up 
nevj fields of activity. Much that lies outside the actual sphere 
of the Red Cross, but which was nevertheless entrusted to this 
organization by the Government because other institutions 
were not yet able to do this work, need not be mentioned here.

According to a rough calculation some 3.000.000 people 
received aid from the Red Cross in one way or another.

It is impossible to state how many people come daily — ask 
for help and receive medical treatment in the numerous poly
clinics and hospitals which have been established by the Red 
Cross all over the archipelago: there must be many thousands of 
them.
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In all towns the problem of tramps and waifs has been 
satisfactorily solved. Weak and sick tramps have been picked up 
everywhere in the streets by lorries and ambulances, and after 
being cleaned, medically treated and fed, have been brought to 
colonies and labourcamps, in order to get them accustomed 
to regular work again.

The Red Cross has done everything that was humanly poss
ible to send medicine, food and money to the internees in the 
interior. That these efforts met with little success is not the 
fault of his organization

The Red Cross was entrusted with the feeding and clothing 
of the tens of thousands who regained their freedom, of the 
45.000 evacuees from the internment camps in the interior of 
Java, of the Indonesians who had been shipped as forced labour 
by the Japanese, of the others who returned to their home
steads, of the innumerable Chinese, flying from terrorism and 
crowding into towns. Those who had no means of support 
were aided by the Red Cross with money and goods.

The mobile kitchens of the Red Cross have saved counties? 
numbers from starvation.

The Mobile Teams, which penetrated as far as the outer bord
ers of the so-called safe territories, have rendered aid in more 
than a million cases during the first year after the liberation. 
They search for the sick and weak in the native villages, 
establish primitive polyclinics wherever necessary, distribute 
food and clothing, stay in one place as long as necessary and 
then move on.

The Red Cross work goes on incessantly, fed by an efficient 
supply service at Batavia and aided by numerous local services·

Another 2 5 .0 0 0 .0 0 0  p e o p l e .............
Now that, after the police action of Juli 21 1947, the field of 

activity of the Red Cross has vastly expanded, one can no doubt 
imagine how immense is the task which this organization is 
•called upon to perform. Especially in those parts which had been 
cut off so much longer —  2 years — from the outer world, in
accessible at any rate to the Dutch, who are so eager to help, 
•distress had reached the limits of endurance. The deplorable 
state in which the population was found in some of these parts 
is indescribable. Another 25 million people have been expecting
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aid since July 21. Only 1V2% of them can immediately be helped 
by the Red Cross. More than ever the Red Cross relies for help 
and assistance from those who have an open eye for the terrible 
reality and a heart to understand that these millions must of 
necessity be assisted with everything we can spare, especially 
with medicine, food and clothes.

The Netherlands Red Cross, Indonesian Section looks to 
foreign countries, especially those which, comparatively speak
ing, are in a priviliged position. It does not remain idle and ex
pectant however, but keeps on working with its terribly dwindl
ing means.

The 5000 workers have become 6000. From the original 26 
sections and 20 subsections and corresponding centres they have 
been distributed over the new field of activity comprising some 
150 new posts. The red crosses on the map indicate the centres 
which are more or less permanent. At more than a hundred 
points, not indicated on the map, assistance however has also 
been given incidentally, in the shape of medical treatment and 
the distribution of food and clothing. The number of new posts 
is increasing rapidly, for it turns out that more and more dis
tricts need permanent help.

Practically simultaneously with the opening up of districts, 
the Red Cross entered this new field. Very often close upon the 
heels of the troops the Red Cross unfurled its flag over new 
posts. The fact that especially in that first difficult and 
dangerous period they could often only perform their task 
under the protection of police-troops, did not prevent the Red 
Cross workers from doing their duty towards their Indonesian 
fellowmen. We say Indonesian fellowmen, so that it may be 
quite clear that it is mainly the Indonesians who need our help 
in the first place. It is the Indonesians who form the greater 
part of the population, amounting to some 70 millions. Therefore 
it is only reasonable that at least 90% of what has been done by 
the N.R.C. Indonesian Section in this country so far, was for 
the benefit of the Indonesians, and this is but a modest estimate·.

A sad surprise.

The Red Cross in Java and Sumatra was prepared for a very 
heavy task. The territories to be opened up, which it was to 
enter, had been so neglected and impoverished during the war
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and the post-war period of isolation, that one could not but 
expect to find the most distressing conditions among the people 
there. But what the Red Cross could not possibly have known 
beforehand, was that the actual situation would be so much 
worse and would deteriorate so rapidly owing to new acts of 
violence and terrorism. Since July 21 the Red Cross has had 
many sad experiences. In several districts there was no longer 
a chance of assisting; scorched and deserted villages and towns, 
with charred corpes among the ruins, was all that the Red Cross 
found on arrival. In other places, hardly less afflicted, part of 
the population had stayed behind among the remnants of 
their firesides, roofless and without help of any kind. Those 
who had fled from terrorism could often be housed elsewhere. 
Everywhere the Chinese population suffered severely.

But whoever the victims might be, Indonesians or Chinese, 
they all needed help urgently. And this help the Red Cross gave, 
as far ¿is it was able to, everywhere and always, without con
sidering whom they helped and what was the cause of this 
disaster.

We cannot give a complete picture of the increased activity 
of the N. R. C. Indonesian Section since July 21 1947, for 
what has been done since then comprises much more than can 
be recorded in such strenuous times. Let it suffice to give a 
fragmentary record of the enormous extension of the Red 
Cross work in such a short period of time. We hope our readers 
will get some idea of the actual situation from these short notes.

The new Red Cross activities were planned and commenced 
from the centres in Java and Sumatra (Batavia, Budtenzorg, 
Bandoeng, Semarang, Sourabaya, Medan and Palembang) ; 
when the district became too extensive to be supplied from one 
of these centres, many new Red Cross offices were established, 
in order to penetrate further and further into fresh fields of 
activity.

Batavia began its extensions with new posts at Poerwakarta 
and Krawang. From these places teams directed by a trained 
nurse set out daily with an ambulance. Every day polyclinical 
sessions are held in the native villages, even at quite long distan
ces away. Several Indonesian doctors cooperate fully with the 
Red Cross. At the time of writing Red Cross Batavia has 
established another 16 posts. Several of them at quite a distance 
from the town. There they have policlinics, mobile kitchens and
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hospitals, while the whole population is also aided in other ways 
— with housing, clothes, food opportunities for work, etc.

Buitenzorg entered stricken Soekaboemi close behind the 
troops, with a personnel of 25 and many loaded trucks. The 
town having been partly burnt down, the Red Cross immedi
ately had to attend to 2000 homeless people, three quarters of 
them being Chinese, the rest Indonesians. Many other thousands 
were in urgent need of assistance too. The total number of 
persons receiving first aid amounted to 23.000, all of whom got 
clothes. In the town and its surroundings hundreds of under
nourished and neglected children from children’s homes were 
found.

With Soekaboemi as a base many other places could be given 
assistance —· as far as the Indian Ocean. The small red crosses 
on the map indicate new posts, the number of which has in
creased in the meantime, where the Red Cross gives more or less 
permanent aid in the way of medical attention, food and clothes.

Bandoeng has also taken matters energetically in hand, 
sometimes going quite far afield. Thousands of the tens of 
thousands who had formerly fled, came back, expecting aid 
from the Red Cross.

A Welcome Home committee, founded on the initiative of the 
Red Cross, collected clothing for the returning population. In 
Bandoeng, as in every other centre, the problem was: the most 
rapid way of meeting so much distress in such an extensive 
territory. Nothing, however, is impossible for the Red Cross.

Within a few day’s time 15.000 people returned to the small 
town of Oedjoengbroeng, the population of which didn’t amount 
to more than 200 in June. At the hastily erected polyclinics 
3,500 Indonesians, all suffering from the effects of serious 
malnutrition, immediately applied for medical aid, and all of 
these people were given assistance.

At several dozen other polyclinics at many new posts of the 
Bandoeng Red Cross, thousands of patients are treated daily. 
Here too, just as around other large centres of Red Cross as
sistance, the dreadful results of atrocity, scorched earth policy 
and other horrors, have to be faced.

At many other posts not yet indicated on the map, with 
their numbers increasing all the time, the Red Cross flag floats 
from emergency hospitals, polyclinics and other beacons, which 
constantly attract those who need help.
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Sourabaya had the immense task of hurrying to the assis
tance of the entire Eastern part of Java. In this extensive ter
ritory it was necessary to establish new Red Cross offices at 
points lying very wide apart. Moreover Sourabaya had to ren
der bably needed assistance to the stricken population of Ma
dura. Therefore a reliefteam was stationed at Bangkalan. We 
refrain again from mentioning the names of the many new 
posts in the extensive area of Sourabaya: these are so many 
of them.

In various places internees of the State of East-Indonesia 
and Eurasians were found stripped bare by the extremists: 
naturally the Red Cross had to help these people as well.

Immense task.

The area which fell to the care of Semarang is also very ex
tensive. Here, too, preparations and provisions had been made. 
Short first aid courses had to make up for the lack of trained 
personnel and in this district too, the device was: quick aid is 
double aid.

With lightening speed a large area was provided with first aid 
posts; places which looked unfit for inhabitation were often 
magically transformed into emergency hospitals and other 
shelters. Here too, there was a run on the many improvised 
polyclinics, tens of thousands received medical treatment 
and were provided with food and clothing. The town of Sala- 
tiga rapidly became an important new centre, from which 
many new posts were set up and supplied in their turn. Sad 
experiences were also in store for the Semarang Red Cross — 
they could not have known that matters were so bad. For in
stance they met some hundred wards of an institution which 
formerly was under the auspices of the Salvation Army: 
homeless, and with food sufficient for a day and a half only!

Survivors of other homes, orphanages, colonies, etc. were no 
better off usually. One can hardly imagine how much has been 
wrecked of much that formerly meant life to countless persons. 
In Semarang — the same as elsewhere in the Archipelago — 
Red Cross workers have no time however, to think of all this: 
for their days and nights are occupied with doing what has to 
be done, which is more than enough.

In Sumatara Meclan is the great centre of intensified Red 
Cross activity. The great problems here are the refugees. Even
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after the police action this remained a pressing problem. For 
in all the places where the extremists look advantage of the 
cease-fire order to regroup their forces, the population tried to 
get away to safer territories: 35.000 refugees, spread over 17 
scattered districts in the extensive Medan area, were dealt 
with and attended to. Once housed through the agency of the 
Red Cross, they remain entrusted to the care of this organiza
tion. Medical treatment, food and clothes are what all these 
people need and these get from the Red Cross.

Sad, but striking, are the stories of the many experiences 
which are met with at many places around Medan, where 
liberated Indonesians, Chinese and others are given first aid. 
Most touching is the gratitude with which the rescued over
whelm their helpers — who actually did no more than their 
duty.

We say ’ ’rescued” , because it often seems an extraordinary 
streak of luck how groups of a thousand, sometimes even thou
sands of people, escaped complete destruction in the nick of 
time owing to the timely intervention of police-troops, closely 
followed by Red Cross teams. How often,, were these people 
forced by gangs of extremists to stay at a certain place after 
having been stripped of all their possessions, food and clothes. 
And if in those places there were no means of support, all the 
victims were doomed to die a slow but sure death of starvation. 
The deplorable state in which these survivors were found de
fies description. Completely exhausted, a prey to many vicious 
diseases, in infected clothes made of the bark of trees, or stark 
naked: this is the usual description of those rescued.

Everyone cooperates.
One can imagine how the Red Cross has to make the most of 

the limited means of transportation, and other aids which are at 
it’s disposal, and the many organizational difficulties that have 
to be overcome in order to offer immediate assistance. At the 
same time it is clear that the Red Cross could not have done 
this without the aid of other institutions. This does not refer to 
Medan only, but also the other large centres of assistance. 
Moreover, it is an encouraging sign that everywhere well- 
meaning Indonesians, having conquered their fear of the ter
rorist menace, offer their help and this has led to very fruitful 
cooperation with the Red Cross.
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In the Padang area the Red Cross has also found plenty of 
new work. Here too, many were helped who were found in the 
last stages of illness and stupor owing to years of privation and 
misery. In the Boengoes valley 4.000 exhausted people were 
found, wrapped in bark and decayed gunny sacks. In coopera
tion with the D.V.G. (Government Medical Service) the Red 
Cross was able to intervene in the nick of time. Many who were 
too weak to go to the newly-erected polyclinics were visited and 
treated by doctors in their own villages. For the remote parts 
which could not as yet be reached by the Red Cross, clothing has 
been sent along with soldiers, by whom they were kindly distri
buted. In this way the arms of the Red Cross have reached 
further than its workers could go.

Mobile Tearns.
A final word about the work of the Red Cross Mobile Teams 

since Juli 21 1947.
These teams are the mobile and extremely sensitive tentacles 

of the great apparatus which renders assistance in new fields of 
activity. They move from place to place, staying on the road 
for months sometimes, helping wherever necessary, reporting 
distressing conditions and places where aid is most urgently 
needed. Then they move on again into the unknown.

The work of the Mobile Teams is exacting and demands a 
great responsibility on the part of the doctors, nurses and other 
assistants.

This work has an extraordinarily favourable influence on the 
population. The millions who contacted the Mobile Teams are 
extremely grateful for the loving care they received and this 
made them look forward again to a more hopeful future and 
it is certainly not due to these Indonesians that the Mobile 
Teams were very often, and still are, exposed to danger.

It occurred more than once that the clinics for the population, 
of which hundreds were established by Mobile Teams, were 
looted and destroyed by extremists and that the Indonesian per
sonnel was threatened, the result being that the splendid work 
which was so essential in such secluded places had to be stopped. 
Terrorism and intimidation often result in wellmeaning 
Indonesian assistants not daring to cooperate with the M.T., 
while once in a while the atmosphere of unrest keeps the popu
lation of some districts from visiting the polyclinics.
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Very often the dangers which threaten the patients are cer
tainly not imaginary. For instance not long ago an Indonesian 
assistant was murdered by terrorists in the Pekalongan area 
because he had remained at his post. The buildings which were 
daily used as a polyclinic were burnt down. The other day a 
truck and another car of a M.T. were ambushed in the Soeka- 
boemi area. A handgrenade exploded in front of the truck, 
killing an Indonesian helper. It is clear that in such circum
stances it is necessary that the workers of the Mobile Teams 
should have military protection on their expeditions, which 
often take them far from their base.

For this work must continue whatever happens.
How much the population is benefited by this work has been 

clearly proved by the enormous run of patients reporting for 
treatment as soon as a polyclinic is opened. A decrease in num
bers always points to growing unrest, caused by malevolent 
gangs.

More than once polyclinics have finally had to close down and 
the surrounding native villages were depopulated owing to 
threatening terrorism. In such cases the M.T. was forced to 
withdraw and to continue its work elsewhere.

We could go on telling about the countless hardships and 
dangers the M.T. sometimes have to face, but that is beside the 
point. The main thing is that the Mobile Teams are not to be 
deterred from the work, of which there is so much need be
cause a very great part of the population in this country is 
suffering from the most horrible diseases, caused by years of 
neglect and privation.

The Red Cross does its utmost, but it cannot do all it wants 
to do as long as it has not much more medicine at its disposal. 
Medicine, endless supplies of medicine, that is what the popula
tion of this country needs so badly. We have already pointed out 
the alarming lack of textiles. Children cannot attend school be
cause they have no clothes to cover their nakedness. Women 
cannot go to the native markets because they have not sufficient 
clothes to cover their bodies.

It sometimes happens that 3 out of 4 women have to stay at 
home, because three of them have to furnish the fourth with 
clothes, so that she can leave the house to go and find the 
necessary food for the daily needs of the large family. Men 
sometimes have to ply their humble trade behind the door,.
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because they have not even a pair of pants to show them
selves in.

But: medicine and clothing cannot raise the Indonesian 
people as long as there is not sufficient food to give them back 
the health, which they are entitled to, just as every other 
nation. That’s why the N. R. C. Indonesian Section in the 
name of millions of people, calls in the help of all those, who 
will read this and will know now what the Indonesian people 
expects from us all, in the first place: food, clothing and 
medicine.

The Netherlands Red Cross Indonesian Section is fully aware 
of the insignificance of what it has done so far for the sake of 
the Indonesian people. But it also knows, that it can attain great 
things if only everyone will respond to its appeal for help with:

food, clothing and medicine.

December 19^7.
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L o n g  y e a r s  o f  p r i v a t i o n  a n d  n e g l e g t

during the Japanese occupation, followed by a 
period o f  heavy trials, brought the Indonesian 
population to the brink o f  famine. Starving, 
ill and in rags, the destitute and homeless 
crowded to the towns.



what is there left of the happiness of familylife ?

A mother 
with her 

4 children.

....when life is but misery.



Help was on the way

Red Cross mobile kitchens 
distribute food to the 
hungry.

IL.



The Red Cross penetrates 
into remote villages (dessah’s) . . . .

H U E



.................. to distribute food among©
the population.



Hundreds of patients at one 
of the many polyclinics, where 
they receive daily treatment.





..................one
by one they 
are
registered.

Food fora starved 
woman.





......... tlie howl
is literally licked 
clean.

4 i f  i?|

Help is on the
way for 
everybody.

......... does not this
emaciated little 
body really need 
extra food ?

life



The homeless are collected from the streets



are transported to the employment centres.............  by truck.



..................a singing lesson at
school..................but this one is
still too weak to join in.

Barber-day in one of 
the boys’ camps.



Formerly starved and sick tramps now sedulously 
till the soil in their new camp-home.

A home for trampchildren, where the boys are brought 
up to become normal workers and where they attend 
school and learn a trade.





Nothing is left to the 
impoverished population 
with which to welcome 
their guardians; only the 
happy smiles on their thin 
faces express their immen
se feeling of gratitude.

. when feeling fit again, 
work is started joyfully l

Slowly and carefully a pa* 
tient is transported by am

bulance to the hospital.



As the Red Cross has a great shortage of personnel, a course has been organized, where Indonesians, 
Chinese and Arab girls and boys are instructed in giving elementary medical assistance in applying first aid.

In glad anticipation of the Red Cross truck which brings them food and clothes,



Extinguishing fire started in a large go-down by extremists. 
Part of the rice stocked here was saved.



A mobile team applying first aid.

1

f

Wherever extremists start their actions the Chinese community falls victim. Here a group of Chinese 
is seen returning to their homes after the area had been cleared of terrorists.



A mobile team, under militairy escort, on its way to a pacified area to render assistance to the 
population, who for years had been deprived of medical help owing to complete isolation.

One of the so many 
patients..............



Wherever help is needed the mobile team is present. An eye-patient being treated.

In a few moments the rags will belong to the past,



Tropical ulcers are 
frequent and very 

persistent.
A Red Cross nurse 
treats a light case.

Ambulances speeding 
along the roads to 
areas where help is 

urgently needed.

Tirelessly the memb
ers of the mobile 
teams carry out their 
humanitarian work. 
One of the many 
crowded emergency- 
posts.



porridge-distribution to children

In a pacified area the former polyclinic is again used as such



In the interior of Java a great number of internees could not be liberated after Japan 
capitulated and fell victims to the Republicans who again detained them. One of the inter
ment camps.

Where the women were accomodated



The arrival of a train with internees from the interior 
of Java. The internees could only be liberated in groups 
after long and laborious negotiations with the Republicans.

Wherever a train with internees arrived 
the Red Cross organized a hearty recep
tion. Refreshments were never lacking.



For many thousands Unrra clothing was a real godsend. In one of the Red Cross go-downs, the clothes are 
assorted and ........  prepared for transport to remote areas.





Stocks belonging to the Committee ,.Netherland helps the Indies” . In the homeland 8 million guilders 
were collected after the war to mitigate the need of the Indonesian population. Thus the committee 
„Netherland helps the Indies”  could provide Indonesia with several million tins af canned milk, 
biscuits, porridge, meat, fish and fruit to be distributed to the hospitals, a few hundred cases of 
school requirements, toys, books, sport requisites, as well as hundreds of yards of textiles.
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the little village, where the distribution is carried out.

what is going to happen next



An important department of the 
Netherlands Red Cross Indonesian 
Section is the Central Informa
tion Bureau (C.I.B.) in Batavia. 
Immediately after the war the 
C.I.B. started collecting data about 
the civilian as well as military 
inhabitants of the former Japanese 
camps in the Dutch Indies and 
elsewhere in the Pacific.................

Red Cross form No. 61 used for correspondence with 
family-relations and friends in Republican territory.



Wliere the correspondence 
is carried out.

All this work requires organization, whereby every case, from a to z, 
is tabulated in such a manner as to make it readily identifiable.





Innumerable numbers died during the 
Japanese occupation, all contact being lost 
with family and friends. Their belongings 
are carefully recorded and segregated in 
lockets until such time as relatives are 
contacted.



The card-system of the C.I.B . comprises the 
names and data of more than 300.000 Europeans 
and of about 30.000 Ambonnese and Menadonese.



Three quarters of the European population of the Indies received those registration 
cards during the Japanese occupation. The C.I.B. now handles all these cards, together 
with the registration cards of those who remained outside the camps.

The registration cards are 
alphabetically arranged.




