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The activity of the Norwegian Red Cross since the last 
International Red Cross Conference in London in 1938, has 
been strongly influenced by preparations for war, the war 
itself and post-war problems. At the same time the Society’s 
normal humanitarian and social work has continued, and 
actually increased in volume, especially in connection with 
children. The Society’s work during the last decennium falls 
naturally into three periods: a) the period between 1938 and 
Germany’s attack on Norway, b) work during the war, and 
c) post-war activities.

We can state with conviction that the Norwegian Red Cross 
has a much stronger position to-day than it had 10 years 
ago, and in a far greater degree is present in the consciousness 
of the public. Consequently after the end of the war, a very 
important task has been to increase the Society’s member
ship and the number of local branches, as well as to plan a 
rationalised economy.

Owing to lack of space it is unfortunately not possible 
to describe in this report the work of individual local 
branches, except in cases where a local branch has played a 
particularly important part in, or given special support to 
work covering the interests of the country as a whole. By 
far the greater part of the daily work is done by our local 
branches. It is the local branches that make up THE NORWE
GIAN RED CROSS, and during the dark years of the war 
and the occupation it was especially the local branches that 
did magnificent work deserving of the greatest admiration 
and the deepest gratitude of the population of the country.
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A. THE PERIOD BETWEEN 1938 AND 1940.
Throughout this period both the Central Committee in Oslo 

and the local branches all over the country were extremely busy 
preparing dressing materials and first aid equipment. Several 
of the local branches even took the step of procuring, enlarging 
and equipping field hospitals. At the same time the Central 
Committee received important donations of money from dif
ferent firms and private persons for the purchase of field- 
hospitals and sick-bed equipment.

Training facilities for nurses were increased. The opening 
of a school for nurses in North Norway is especially worth 
mentioning in this connection.

In August 1939 a mobilisation plan was worked out for 
all local branches and all Red Cross nurses, giving a list of the 
personnel and the nursing material available to each particular 
unit. This plan was sent to the officer commanding the 
Army Medical Corps. Courses, lasting from 24 hours to 6 
months, for assistant nurses were started in many districts. 
Finally, the Red Cross Society was commissioned by the 
authorities to provide and train personnel for the Civil Air 
Defence.

In accordance with this plan 2000 men and women were 
trained by the Norwegian Red Cross. This number was divided 
between the local branches. More and more first aid units were 
established all over the country. The outbreak of war in 
September 1939 increased considerably the rate at which this 
work was being done.

HELP TO OTHER COUNTRIES
SPAIN

During 1938 and 1939 the Norwegian Red Cross continued 
its relief work amongst those suffering on account of the 
civil war in Spain. Large consignments of dried milk, con
densed milk, and preserved fish were sent for distribution 
through the representatives of the International Red Cross, 
primarily amongst the Spanish fugitives in the South of 
France. The Norwegian Red Cross also procured information
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about and helped Norwegian and other prisoners of war 
in Spain.

CHINA
At the same time the Norwegian Red Cross continued its 

relief work to alleviate the sufferings caused by the war in 
China. Apart from donations of money for the purchase of 
medicines, dressing material and food, the Norwegian Red 
Cross despatched considerable consignments of dressing mate
rial made of discarded linen at the local branches of the Red 
Cross Society and other corporations. These consignments 
were sent for distribution through the Norwegian missionary 
hospitals in North China.

POLISH REFUGEES
After the war between Poland and Germany in the autumn 

of 1939, the Central Committee handled a number of questions 
concering Polish families. To help Polish refugees in Lithuania, 
the Norwegian Red Cross assigned the sum of 5,000 Kroner 
for the purchase of Norwegian underware, footware and blan
kets which were sent in November 1939 for distribution through 
the Lithuanian Red Cross. From the middle of November to 
Christmas, Mr. Rorholt, the Secretary General of the Nor
wegian Red Cross, was stationed in Latvia and Lithuania as 
a representative of the International Red Cross with a view 
to assisting the local Red Cross Societies in their relief work 
amongst Polish refugees.

FINLAND
In the automn of 1939, at the time of the treaty talks be

tween Finland and the Soviet, the Norwegian Red Cross, in 
conjunction with the NORDEN Society, published an appeal 
for help to the Finnish Red Cross, especially with a view to 
alleviating suffering amongst the part of the civil population 
which was in particular distress due to the evacuation. We 
received a large number of donations, both big and small, for 
this relief work. The scope of this relief work was later
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Members of the Norwegian Red Cross Ambulance in Finland.

enlarged to include Finnish refugees in Norway after the out
break of the war. All the local Red Cross branches in North 
Norway did admirable work, receiving hundreds of Finnish 
women and children as well as men who were all provided 
with housing, food, clothes and medical assistance.

Together with the NORDEN Society the Norwegian Red 
Cross sent three ambulances to Finland during the winter 
war of 1939—1940, consisting of doctors, Red Cross nurses, 
medical students and motor-car drivers.

First ambulance: leader, Professor JOHAN HOLST left Oslo 
on the 30th December, 1939.

Second ambulance: leader, Chief Surgeon KNUD NICO- 
LAYSEN left Oslo on the 7th Februar, 1940.

Third ambulance: leader, Chief Surgeon NIKOLAI PAUS 
left Oslo on the 16th March, 1940.

A fourth ambulance was due to leave some four weeks 
later, but was not sent because the war between Finland and 
Russia had come to an end.
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These three ambulances are the best equipped units that 
have ever been sent out of Norway. Eleven railway trucks were 
needed to transport each ambulance. Judging from the re
ports of the leaders, the ambulances succeeded in fulfilling all 
the demands made on them. Thousands of wounded and 
sick Finns were treated and helped by them.

WORK FOR THE AMELIORATION OF THE 
PUBLIC’S HEALTH

During the years 1938-1940, the local branches continued their 
work in connection with school dentistry, school breakfasts, 
holiday camps and colonies, advisory health stations, public 
baths etc., as well as their important battle against cancer 
and tuberculosis. Aided by a particularly large donation from 
the life insurance companies the Junior Red Cross was able 
to continue the distribution of its popular publication, called 
«Look after your health», amongst all children in the final 
classes of the primary schools.

B. WORK DONE BY THE NORWEGIAN RED CROSS IN 
NORWAY DURING THE WAR AND OCCUPATION

THE WAR
One of the first actions of the Red Cross after the 9th of 

April 1940 was to establish an Information Office in Oslo, an 
institution which was continually enlarged throughout the war. 
At the height of its activity this Office had 80 employees, 
mostly voluntary workers. They worked day and night in relays.

This Office made complete lists of, and handled all questions 
concerning Norwegian prisoners of war, of whom there were 
about 20,000 in all. It handled all questions concerning foreign 
prisoners of war interned in Norway, procured reading matter, 
clothes, tobacco, toilet articles, etc., for the prisoners. Made 
up lists of fallen and wounded, informed their relatives, 
established connections between prisoners and their families.
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Between the 6th of June and the 1st of September 1940, 
about 30,000 «formula»-letters to Norwegians abroad were 
despatched. The Information Office also forwarded several 
thousand «formula»-letters received from abroad through the 
International Red Cross Committee in Geneva; despatched 
parcels to prisoners interned in Germany; arranged travelling 
facilities and provided travelling companions for children 
whose parents were resident abroad.

Red Cross expeditions and ambulances were sent to the 
fields of battle. After a series of vain attempts we succeeded 
at last in sending out quite a large number of Red Cross 
personnel, partly on skis and partly by motors. In all, over 100 
important expeditions were sent out and practically all fields 
of battle were reached as the territory occupied by the Ger
mans was gradually enlarged.

The best description of the work done by the Norwegian 
Red Cross is the following letter dated the 24th of May 1940, 
and written by Professor JOHAN HOLST, in charge of the 
Army Medical Corps, to the President of the Society:

«As chief of the Army Medical Corps I should like to 
express my sincerest thanks to the Norwegian Red Cross 
for the magnificent and devoted work Red Cross nurses, 
Red Cross branch offices and Red Cross hospitals have done 
in tending our wounded soldiers. It was largely due to the 
support of the Red Cross that we at last succeeded in establish
ing an Army Medical Corps under conditions which at first 
seemed completely hopeless.

I must ask you to forward this expression of gratitude to 
all members of your organisation who helped us.»

During the first two months of the war the Northern 
districts were entirely cut off from the rest of the country. To 
a certain extent the situation in the North was less complicated 
than in the South, as there it was possible to carry on regu
lar organised warfare. The Red Cross branches worked 
directly under the Army Medical Corps, placed their personnel 
at the disposal of the Army and received orders from the 
chief of the A.M.C.

Red Cross branches in North Norway did excellent work
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during the war. A Red Cross Central Office was established 
in Tromso. One of the important tasks carried out by this 
Office was to make complete lists of wounded and prisoners. 
These lists were sent to the German authorities and the Inter
national Red Cross Committee in Geneva.

THE OCCUPATION
The war years of 1940— 1945 are a unique epoch in the 

history of the Norwegian Red Cross. The country had been 
at war and was occupied by the enemy, and the Red Cross 
Society was forced to handle and attempt to solve all the 
problems that were raised by the unusual conditions. As a 
result the Red Cross Society passed through an extremely 
difficult, though very interesting period. Joy and sorrow 
alternated; we lived through triumphs and disappointments, 
but on the whole we can say that the Society had fulfilled 
its mission.

In order to be able to cope with the exacting problems the 
Norwegian Red Cross was faced with as a result of the 
occupation, the organisation had to be strengthened. Thus 
the number of members of the Central Committee was in
creased to 7, of whom 2 — including either the President or 
one of the Vice-presidents, had to be resident in Oslo, and one 
from the Northern Counties.

District-leaders were appointed, who could assume author
ity and represent the Central Committee in case their partic
ular district was cut off from Oslo. District leaders were 
provided with the necessary funds, and considerable purchases 
were made of medicines, dressing- and other sanitary material, 
as also of food and clothes. In all, 39 depots were established 
in different parts of the country, preferably in places where 
the Red Cross had First Aid Units. District leaders received 
instructions from the Head Office as to their rights and 
duties in case of war.
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The Norwegian Red Cross had also to procure funds, and 
especially funds that were not bound to specified objects and 
could be used according to requirement. In the collection of 
funds the President, Mr. Heyerdahl’s initiative was successful 
beyond all expectation. During the occupation the Norwegian 
Red Cross received donations amounting to more than 4 mil
lion kroner. This does not include considerable sums given 
to cover special objects.

Another of the President’s aims was to increase the mem
bership of the Society, especially life and corporative mem
bers, as also to increase the number of branches and first 
aid units. Here too his work was crowned with success. 
Throughout the country the Red Cross Society was met with 
sympathy and support, a large number of new members 
were enrolled and many new branches and first aid units 
were established. The first aid units played a specially im
portant part during the war, both for the Society itself, as 
first aid personnel attached to the Civil Air Defence, and 
also as a medical corps in the MILORG (Military Organisation 
of the Home Front).

Contrary to expectation the work of the Information Office 
increased, instead of diminishing, at the end of the war in 
Norway. The number of persons the Office was asked to 
search for both at home and abroad increased steadily and 
we were forced to enlarge the office staff.

For a long time «formula»-letters were the only means of 
contact between Norwegians at home and abroad allowed by 
the occupation authorities. The number of these letters in
creased enormously, especially after the United States joined 
the Allies. From June 1940 and until the regular postal ser
vice was re-established in 1945, nearly half a million such 
letters passed through the Information Office of the Red 
Cross.

Apart from the above there was a number of other tasks 
which were relegated to the Information Office:

Search for persons who had disappeared during the war,



Red Cross parcels are packed and despatched to Norwegian 
prisoners of war in Germany.

first of all Norwegian, seamen sailing in foreign waters for 
the Allied cause. This was done through the International 
Red Cross Committee in Geneva, the British and the American 
Red Cross Societies, through Notraship in London and New 
York, or else through the Norwegian seamen’s Clergy abroad.

Help to Norwegian prisoners of war in Germany. Supplies 
of food and other necessities were sent monthly to the Nor
wegian officers in Germany. Parcels were also sent regularly 
to 25 Norwegian Air Force men who were interned in Ger
many. In all 33,000 Red Cross parcels were despatched.

The Norwegian Red Cross received many expressions of 
gratitude from the Norwegian officers after their return 
from Germany. All of them enrolled as life-long members 
of the Society and a beautiful address of thanks was presen
ted to the Norwegian Red Cross by the chosen representative 
of the prisoners of war, General Otto Ruge.
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FOREIGN PRISONERS OF WAR IN NORWAY
The Norwegian Red Cross did its utmost to send relief 

to Russian, Polish and Jugoslav POWs who were interned 
in camps in many parts of the country and who lived under 
appalling conditions. Every attempt made by the Red Cross 
to help these unfortunate people was, however, repulsed by 
the occupation authorities. Only in one single case were 
representatives of the Norwegian Red Cross allowed to visit 
a camp for sick Russians and Jugoslavs and supply them 
with medicines.

It is also worth mentioning that on one occasion the Nor
wegian Red Cross succeeded in sending 1200 gift parcels to 
a party of French workmen who had been sent to forced 
labour camps in Norway.

INTERNED NORWEGIAN SEAMEN
The Norwegian Red Cross did a good deal of work in 

connection with Norwegian seamen who had been interned 
during the war, amongst others 400 men interned in French 
colonies in Africa after the collapse of France.

The Norwegian Red Cross also did its utmost to help the 
170 Norwegian seamen who had been rescued from Nor
wegian ships which were sunk in trying to reach England from 
Gothenburg in March 1942. These men were sent to Germany 
and interned in concentration camps there. In spite of the 
fact that many of the men had been in military service abroad 
before the German attack on Norway, the were all considered 
as political prisoners. As a result the Norwegian Red Cross 
was only allowed to send them gift-parcels once —  at Christ
mas in 1942.

FALLEN ALLIED SOLDIERS
In the beginning of the occupation the Germans informed 

the Norwegian Red Cross of the names of allied airmen and
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a number of allied soldiers who had fallen in Norway. A 
representative of the Red Cross was present at their burial 
and we were allowed to send the information on to Geneva 
and answer questions from there. During the last year of the 
war, however, new German regulations stopped this.

POLITICAL PRISONERS IN NORWAY AND GERMANY
Naturally, from the very beginning, the Norwegian Red 

Cross did its best to help political prisoners who were driven 
into prisons and concentration camps throughout the country 
by the German police regime. At first we tried to receive 
official permission to visit the camps and prisons, but, as 
on this point we had no international convention to support 
our claim, all our attempts were met by an uncompromising 
refusal. Plowever, both the Central Organisation in Oslo and 
many of our branch offices soon discovered that in spite of 
official refusals there were ways and means of reaching the 
prisoners directly through camp commandants and higher 
prison officials. Once the necessary contact was established 
the rest, in most cases, was easy. At first we were allowed 
to send «Kleinigkeiten», such as toilet articles, medicines, 
some small articles of food, etc. After a while, however, this 
developed into permission to send larger quantities of food 
and equipment to the camps and even to pass on individual 
parcels to prisoners from their families. This was specially 
the case with the camp at Grini (outside Oslo) which the 
Red Cross from the summer of 1941 to May 1942 supplied 
with medical and dentist equipment as also with equipment 
for the camp’s work-shops. Once a week a lorry from Grini 
drove up to the Red Cross Head Office and fetched parcels 
for the prisoners from their families, and considerable supplies 
of food and tobacco were sent regularly to the camp.

During the first two years of the occupation represen
tatives of the Norwegian Red Cross even succeeded in visiting 
Norwegian internees in the prisons and distributed food, 
tobacco, toilet articles and clothes. For some time The Nor
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wegian Red Cross on approaching the Gestapo received lists of 
prisoners so that their relatives could be informed of their 
whereabouts.

The Central Organisation was, however, deprived of its 
connection with political prisoners after a razzia carried out 
by the German security police at the Head Office of the 
Norwegian Red Cross in May 1942. On this occasion a num
ber of the Head Office staff were arrested and sent to con
centration camps.

To a certain extent the Norwegian Red Cross succeeded in 
helping Norwegian political prisoners in Germany by sending 
monthly parcels containing 5 kilograms of food. To the prison
ers in Oranienburg we also sent salted herrings and «klipfish» 
apart from clothes, foot-ware, medicines and toilet articles.

The Norwegian Red Cross maintained intimate contact with 
the Norwegian seamen’s clergy in Hamburg and through these 
was able to help many Norwegian prisoners.

Assistance to, and nursing of prisoners who had been sent 
home on account of illness were continued by the Norwegian 
Red Cross right up to the capitulation.

IMPRISONMENT OF STUDENTS. APPEALS 
FOR REPRIEVE

Throughout the war years we received from families of 
men and women who had been arrested a very great number 
of applications for assistance in obtaining release or commu
tation of sentence, and the name of the Red Cross Society 
was to be found on all appeals for reprieve. In many cases 
our appeals were crowned with success.

When the students were arrested in November 1943, the 
President of the Red Cross did his utmost to have the decree 
rescinded, and, although he did not succeed, he at least 
managed to obtain the release of all students who were certi
fied unfit.

Through the President, Mr. Pleyerdahl, the Red Cross
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worked hard to ameliorate the living conditions of the students 
while they were in Germany.

When the Germans, for one reason or another, declared 
themselves willing to grant an amnesty, the Red Cross was 
given the opportunity to set up lists of persons to be released. 
This applied both to students and to regular political prisoners.

It was principally the President himself who dealt with 
cases of release of prisoners, confiscation of property and 
commutation of death sentences. By applying directly to the 
German authorities he in many cases succeeded in getting 
prisoners released and those sentenced to death reprieved.

HELP FROM ABROAD
During the war the Norwegian Red Cross tried to utilise 

its position as a member of an international organisation to 
obtain supplies from abroad, and as far as possible maintain 
its connection with its sister organisations and the Inter
national Red Cross Organisations in Geneva. We received also 
large quantities of supplies from abroad, especially from our 
neighbour countries and from Geneva. We have also had the 
pleasure of receiving supplies from Norwegian colonies in 
foreign countries, for example in Spain and the Argentine.

Especially during the last two years of the war we were 
visited at regular intervals by representatives of the Inter
national Red Cross Committee as also by representatives of 
other foreign Red Cross organisations, mostly from Sweden 
and Denmark. We tried to give these visitors as clear a 
picture of our work as possible. They were placed in contact 
with the Ministry of Supply and the medical authorities, and 
received detailed information as to rations, supplies and 
requirements.

It must also be mentioned that, during the occupation, the 
Norwegian Red Cross in connection with the Ministry of 
Supply made arrangements for the regular despatch of cod- 
liveroil and fish products to Norwegians in France, Holland 
and Belgium. These shipments became very popular.
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OTHER RED CROSS WORK DURING THE WAR
In the autumn of 1940 the Norwegian Red Cross decided 

to buy the watering place MODUM BAD (roughly 90 kilometers 
south of Oslo) and establish it as a sanatorium for rheumatics. 
The place has been modernised but is at present being run 
only during the summer. The idea is, however, to keep it 
open all the year round as a sanatorium for the public. Every 
summer 140 patients have been treated at Modum Bad.

During the war and the occupation the Norwegian Red 
Cross has paid special attention to child relief work. In 
many districts throughout the country food canteens for 
school children were organised. Later on, however, all extra 
feeding of children was taken over by the Swedish and Danish 
Help to Norway organisations, on which the Norwegian Red 
Cross was represented.

Amongst the more important tasks in child relief work 
we can mention the establishment of the so-called «childrens’ 
houses» — day homes for children — in 6 of our towns that 
had been more or less devastated by German air-attacks: 
Narvik, Bodo, Namsos, Steinkjer, Kristiansund and Molde. 
These homes, which were a gift from the Swedish Red Cross 
in 1940, have been, and still are, extremely popular.

We must also mention the beautiful Red Cross convalescent 
home for children — «Tomtebo», which was built with funds 
received from Swedish friends of Norway. Tomtebo was 
opened in 1944; it has first class modern equipment, and can 
receive 50 children at a time. The home has a long waiting 
list, and it looks as if it will have to be enlarged.
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One of the 6 «Children’s Houses».

The Red Cross convalescent home for children «Tomtebo». 
A representative of the Sivedisli donators, Mr. Hans Krogh, 

receives floivers from the children.
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RELATIONS WITH THE OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES 
AND «NASJONAL SAMLING» (THE NORWEGIAN 

QUISLING PARTY)
The Norwegian Red Cross had many difficulties and con

flicts with the occupation authorities and «Nasjonal Samling». 
Relations became especially strained when N.S. was pro
claimed as the country’s only political party, and the German 
police became omnipotent. It was soon clear that both N.S. and 
the Gestapo intended to interfere more and more in the work 
of the Red Cross. The greatest difficulties were encountered 
after the German attack on Russia. The point was that the 
German authorities, and especially N.S., were particularly 
keen on utilising the Norwegian Red Cross in order to gain 
their own aims. They had, for example, their own interpreta
tion of the word «neutrality», which far from coincided with 
ours. This naturally led to repeated conflicts.

The position of a national Red Cross organisation in an 
occupied country is, therefore, extremely difficult, as the 
occupation authorities cannot fail to consider an organisation 
of this kind as nationally minded, whereas the general public is 
apt to condemn it as being too neutral. An organisation like 
that of the Red Cross Society cannot avoid coming into contact 
with the occupation authorities and their executive organs, 
and it must not be forgotten that these had the power to 
remove the original leaders of the organisation and replace 
them with people of their own choice.

Thus a steadily recurring problem was to decide when to 
stand firm with regard to relations with the Germans and 
their· hirelings, and when to cede, but cede in such a way as 
not to come into conflict with the main ideological principles 
of the Red Cross.

When the Germans and «Nasjonal Samling» began their 
attacks on the Red Cross organisation, these questions were 
taken up and discussed, and the main census of opinion was 
that the Red Cross was in duty bound to do its utmost to 
avoid confiscation, — in so far as that was possible without
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violating Red Cross principles, — in order to carry out the 
important tasks that lay before the Society. And this was 
the line the Norwegian Red Cross followed throughout the war.

That is the reason why the Norwegian Red Cross carried 
on its work even after the Quisling director Fermann, against 
the laws and regulations of the Organisation, was foisted on the 
Society as a member of the Central Committee, even when the 
Secretary General and several of the office staff were arrested 
and imprisoned, even after the German police razzia at the 
Head Office, attacks in the German controlled press, suspen
sion of district- and branch-office leaders, and in spite of 
all kinds of difficulties with the occupation authorities due to 
their never failing suspicion. And even though the Red Cross 
did not succeed in solving all the problems placed before it 
by the war, nor in reaching all the aims it would have liked 
to reach, nevertheless we can truthfully allege that good 
work has been done by the Society during the war, and that 
we have reason to be content with the results we did achieve.

C. POST-WAR ACTIVITIES
When the Germans capitulated on the 7th of May, 1945, 

the Norwegian Red Cross was confronted with the tremendous 
task of looking after the thousands of Norwegian political 
prisoners from the German concentration camps and prisons, 
not to mention the many thousands of displaced persons and 
foreign prisoners of war who had been interned in Norway. 
Many of the Norwegian prisoners were sent to different 
sanatoriums and convalescent homes to recuperate at the 
expense of the Norwegian Red Cross.

As soon as communication with other countries was re
established, the Norwegian Red Cross received valuable gifts 
of food, clothes, footware, hospital equipment etc., through 
the Red Cross Societies of many allied countries, amongst 
others from Denmark, Sweden, Iceland, the Faroe Islands, 
Great Britain, Switzerland, Canada and the United States.
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This involved an endless number of conferences with the 
supply and provisioning authorities with regard to distribu
tion. Special mention is due to the gifts received from the 
Norwegian Red Cross, British Section, and the Norway 
Relief Depot in London, which consisted of clothes, hospital 
equipment, cigarettes, different articles of food and mediei 
nes. The British Section of the Norwegian Red Cross did 
magnificent work during the war. It even succeeded in send
ing material aid to the population of Norway during the 
occupation.

The British Red Cross sent 385,000 food parcels to the Nor
wegian Red Cross and 39 6-ton Volvo lorries. The Scottish Red 
Cross sent 10 fully equipped ambulance cars, each of them filled 
with warm clothes and other equipment. These ambulance 
cars have been distributed between the most important First 
Aid Units in the country, for the time being as a loan.

From the American Red Cross we received large donations 
of clothes, food, medicines, hospital equipment, cars, etc., valued 
at rougly 10 million Norwegian Kroner.

The Danish Red Cross sent valuable consignments of food 
and the Swedish Red Cross presented us with hospital bar
racks, hospital equipment and many other articles.

The help which the Norwegian Red Cross received from 
abroad has been of incalculable importance, and there is no 
doubt that it has been instrumental in bringing a large part 
of the population safely through the difficult first months 
after the capitulation.

One of the first tasks the Norwegian Red Cross took 
upon itself at the end of the war was the immediate re
building of the hospitals in Finnmark (North Norway) that 
had been burned down during the German retreat and the 
establishment of new cottage hospitals in places chosen by 
the State Public Health Service. These hospitals, which have 
16—18 beds, are temporary barracks, built by the State, 
but equipped and run by the Norwegian Red Cross. For the 
equipment of the hospitals we received valuble help from the
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After the German capitulation crowds gathered in front of the Red 
Cross station, established at the University of Oslo.

Liberated Norwegian political prisoners receive help at the 
Red Cross Station.
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Swedish Red Cross, the Danish Red Cross, other Red Cross 
organisations abroad, as also from a number of local Red 
Cross branches in Norway. Later on permanent hospitals 
will be built in accordance with the Public Health Service 
hospital plan for North Norway. In the autumn of 1945 the 
Swedish Red Cross invited 600 children from Finnmark to 
spend the winter i Sweden. This invitation was accepted with 
deep gratitude. Also the Danish section of «Child Relief» 
invited 300 children evacuated from Finnmark for a stay of 
8 months in Denmark.

In the autumn of 1945 a Red Cross office was established 
in Narvik as a connecting link between the Central Office in 
Oslo and the relief work organisations in Finnmark. Several 
of the Red Cross district branches adopted towns and places 
in Finnmark and sent relief to these places in the form of 
money, equipment, and other things which were so sorely 
needed in this completely devastated area.

The Red Cross Information Office has also after the war 
had an enormous volume of work. Some of the tasks carried 
out by this office were: search for Norwegian prisoners in 
Norway and Germany, forwarding of thousands of «formula»- 
letters through the International Red Cross Committee in 
Geneva, search for fallen allied airmen in Norway, obtaining 
information about Norwegian seamen sailing in foreign waters, 
search for Norwegian fugitives abroad etc.

At the request of the Ministry of Social Affairs the Nor
wegian Red Cross took upon itself the administration of 
several homes for «war children» (children of Norwegian 
mothers and German fathers).

On the 4th Nowember 1945, the Norwegian Red Cross celeb
rated its 80th anniversary in connection with the XVth Gene
ral Meeting of the Society. At this meeting the Norwegian 
Red Cross had the pleasure of receiving as its guests a num
ber of representatives of foreign Red Cross Societies as also 
of the International Red Cross Committee and the League of 
Red Cross Societies.
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One of the Red Cross cottage hospitals in Finnmark.

During the celebration, Count FOLKE BERNADOTTE and 
the Norwegian Minister in Stockholm, Mr. DITLEFF, received 
expressions of deep gratitude for their wonderful work in 
connection with Norwegian political prisoners who were 
saved from the hell of German concentration camps by the 
«white busses».

In connection with the celebration of the jubilee the Nor
wegian Red Cross received permission from the authorities 
to issue a special postage stamp with an additional value of 
10 ore, which brought in quite an important sum for our 
humanitarian work.

FROM WAR TO PEACE
After the liberation, the work of the Norwegian Red Cross 

was, and still is, in many ways influenced by the aftermath 
of war. The Society’s work for PWs and DPs had to be 
wound up and the Information Office liquidated. The latter
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took far longer than originally anticipated, first, because we 
still receive large numbers of inquiries after persons who 
have disappeared, and secondly, because the authorities have 
requested the Information Office to take the place of a 
National Tracing Bureau. Besides which it has been given 
other tasks, such as bringing home children of mixed German- 
Norwegian parentage, etc. The Information Office is, there
fore, still in existence, though on a reduced scale.

The British Section of the Norwegian Red Cross was 
liquidated in the spring of 1946, and the Section’s funds — 
450,000 Kroner — are banked in England.

On the other hand, several other departments of the Socie
ty’s activity have been extended.

The King and Crown Prince of Norway visit voluntary workers of the 
Norwegian Red Cross, British Branch in London.
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Students at work at one of the Red Cross Schools for Nurses.

THE EDUCATION OF NURSES 
is still an important part of the Society’s programme, fully 
as important as it was before the war, as our military forces 
will in future need a far greater number of nurses on 
active service, and because the Government’s plans with 
regard to new hospitals make steadily increasing claims on 
the private humanitarian organisations. We have to-day in 
different parts of the country 10 schools for nurses, which 
train roughly 200 nurses yearly. The training lasts three 
years with a three months’ preliminary course to start with. 
The Norwegian Red Cross has in all trained about 2,500 
nurses, of whom roughly 1,100 are on active service.

On account of the fact that the number of nurses leaving 
service is greater than the number of candidates to fill their 
places, and also on account of the large number of nurses 
on leave, the Red Cross has had difficulty in fullfilling its 
obligation to procure a sufficient number of nurses. There 
has also been a steadily increasing burden of work in connec
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tion with the question of wages, new rules for eduction and 
training, and conditions of work in general, so that the nursing 
section is to-day by far one of the most important parts of 
the Society’s activity.

The Norwegian Red Cross hopes that higher wages and a 
general improvement in the conditions of work will entice 
a greater number of young women to take up nursing and 
thus eliminate the very serious lack of nurses in the country.

The treatment of Red Cross nurses who had been members 
of N.S. was also a serious problem. There were 26 of these, 
who were excluded from the Society after the liberation on 
the 8th of May 1945. They have now been permitted to apply 
for re-admittance as members of the Norwegian Red Cross 
after a period of suspension lasting between one and three 
years.

H. R. H. the Crown Princess Martha distributing diplomas to new 
Red Cross nurses.
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Members of a Red Cross First Aid Unit in action 
during the war.

FIRST-AID UNITS — EMERGENCY RELIEF SERVICE
In connection with the education and training of nurses we 

must mention our Emergency Relief Organisation, the First 
Aid Units of which are second in importance only to the 
nursing section. As mentioned above, the First Aid Units did 
magnificent work during the war, in the antiaircraft defence, 
and in the military section of the Home Front. After the 
war a new task has been relegated to the First-Aid Units by 
the Army Medical Corps — to constitute the basis of a medical 
corps serving with the home guard and the civil defence forces.

In order to enable the First Aid Units to carry out their 
relief work, the Norwegian Red Cross has tried to supply 
them with the necessary equipment, especially with cars and 
motor-ambulances. Here we were generously helped by the 
gifts of the British and the Scottish Red Cross Societies. 
The Norwegian Red Cross has ordered 15 more Austin 
ambulance cars in England.
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An important part of the work of First Aid Units is also 
rescue and relief in cases of aeroplane accidents; they also 
do first aid duty at sporting events, station first-aid posts 
at bathing resorts and on skiing-tracks, organise search for 
persons who have disappeared or been lost, arrange transport 
of the sick, assist in hospitals, act as blood-donors.

The Norwegian Red Cross has to-day about 175 First Aid 
Units with a total of roughly 10,000 active members.

The Norwegian Red Cross has requested all its branches 
to procure nursing material in compliance with the stan
dards set by the Army Medical Corps, and also as far as 
possible to complete their equipment of field-hospitals and 
first-aid outfits. The Central Committee has also asked the 
branches to establish shorter-term courses for training assis
tant nurses.

Members of First Aid Units are trained in 2Jf hours courses, 
follovjed by special courses and practical exercise.
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One of the Norwegian Red Cross Blood Transfusion Centres.

BLOOD TRANSFUSION
The utmost importance is attached to the establishment of 

blood-transfusion centres all over the country: This problem 
was taken up by the Norwegian Red Cross in 1932 and blood- 
transfusion centres have now been organised in a number 
of towns. In order to protect the interests of blood-donors a 
Red Cross Association of Blood-donors has ben established 
in Oslo and has proved to be very useful. The leader of this 
side of the Red Cross Society’s activity, dr. OTTO HART
MANN, has worked out a plan to expand the establishment of 
blood-transfusion centres and co-ordinate their work with 
the hospitals.

As an example we can mention that the Red Cross Blood 
Transfusion Centre in Oslo has roughly 3000 blood donors 
on its books to-day. In 1947 6233 blood transfusions were 
carried out, a number which is increasing steadily.

The question of blood transfusions, and especially the
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production of blood plasma, is of paramount importance not 
only for the civil medical authorities but also for the Army 
Medical Corps. On the initiative of the Director of Public 
Health a committee, with dr. Hartmann as Chairman, has 
been established to tackle the problem.

CHILD RELIEF
Help for mentally deficient children.

Child Relief is one of the Society’s activities which has 
grown considerably during and after the war. In this connec
tion we must first mention a task which has been tackled 
recently — the care for mentally deficient children and young 
folk, a field which unfortunately has in the past been sadly 
neglected in this country. It was the Oslo branch of the Society 
which took up the question, and in 1943 the Oslo Red Cross 
Child Relief Organisation opened a home for mentally de
ficient children in the neighbourhood of the city. Later on 
another home was opened in Sondre Land. The total capacity 
of the two homes to-day is about 80 beds.

It appeared that the care for mental deficients is so insuffi
cient in this country that the whole question was broached 
on a broad basis at the General Assembly of the Society in 
1945 by the leader of the Norwegian Red Cross Child 
Relief, Mrs. HEDDY ASTRUP. Statistics showed that there 
were between fifteen and eighteen thousand mental deficients 
in the country, of whom only about 1000 were being cared 
for by the State. The remainder were either at home or living 
under the care of private persons. Clearly here was an im
portant task for the Norwegian Red Cross and the Assembly 
decided to examine the possibilities for establishing a home for 
mentally deficient children and young folk. The Society appor
tioned half a million Kroner for this work, a sum which by 
means of subscriptions and gifts soon rose to 114 million 
Kroner. The Norwegian Red Cross has, in accordance with an 
arrangement with the Ministry of Social Affairs, taken over
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«Bakkebo» — the Norwegian Red Cross Central In
stitution for mentally deficient children. Valuable 
gifts were given to this institution by the American 

and Canadian Red Cross Societies.

for this purpose a German military camp in the neighbourhood 
of Egersund which consisted of a number of buildings. This 
Red Cross central institution for mentally deficient children 
and young folk was opened this spring and counts on housing 
this year about 120 patients, or «pupils», as we prefer to call 
them. Our aim is to house between 400 and 500 «pupils».

The authorities have met this activity of the Red Cross 
with understanding and gratitude.
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Help for epileptic children.
The question of a sanatorium for epileptic children was 

first raised at the General Assembly of the Society in 1930, 
and up to the outbreak of the war a committee chosen for 
the purpose had collected 200,000 Kroner. During the war 
this work was discontinued, but it was taken up again in 1946. 
Many gifts and subscriptions have been received, in particular
200.000 Kroner from the «Don Suisse», and now the Norwegian 
Red Cross has 900,000 Kroner at its disposal for this purpose.

Meanwhile the official plans for the care of epilep
tics have undergone important changes, and it has been 
decided that a sanatorium for epileptic children is to form 
an integral part of a central health resort for epileptics. This 
considerably extends the scope and proportions of the sana
torium as planned by the Society and the Red Cross was 
informed that the cost will be 2—3 million Kroner instead of
700.000 as originally planned. Later this sum was reduced 
to VA million and the Norwegian Red Cross has been urgently 
requested to find the 500,000 Kroner that are still lacking. The 
Norwegian Red Cross will not abandon the cause, but at the 
moment the Society is not in a position to provide more that 
the original sum of 900,000 Kroner, which was promised on 
the condition that the name of the Red Cross should be 
attached to the establishment.

Danish asthmatic children.
Another new problem taken up after the war is relief work 

for Danish asthmatic children. Asthma is a very common 
disease amongst the children of Denmark and the climate 
of the country makes it very difficult to effect a cure. As 
a token of gratitude for the help the Danish Red Cross 
rendered us during the war, the Norwegian Red Cross offered 
in the winter of 1946 to take two sets of 40 children for a 
stay of two months each at the hospital of the Norwegian 
Red Cross, MODUM BAD. As the results were more than 
satisfactory — over 50 % of the children were permanently
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Danish asthmatic children enjoying winter sports in Norway.

cured — the Danish Red Cross has asked whether a perman
ent home for Danish asthmatic children could be established 
in Norway, and the Norwegian Red Cross has declared its 
willingness to assist in the realisation of the plan. Until a 
home of this kind can be built, the Norwegian and the Danish 
Red Cross Societies have rented a suitable house in Sondre 
Land (Valdres) in which 50 children at a time are received 
for a stay of 3 months. It has now been planned to build a 
permanent home for Danish asthmatic children in the neigh
bourhood of Kongsberg, and the Norwegian Red Cross has 
collected for this purpose and placed at the disposal of the 
Danish Red Cross the sum of 300,000 Kroner.

In return the Danish Red Cross has received 40 Norwegian 
patients at the Society’s sanatorium for infantile paralysis pa
tients in Hald, Jutland. The Norwegian social insurance 
organisations have covered some of the expense of the nursing 
in Hald, and travelling expenses are covered by the Public 
Health Service.
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The Childrens’ Houses and «TOMTEBO» convalescent home.
The 6 Childrens’ Houses, which the Norwegian Red Cross 

received as a gift from the Swedish Red Cross have after the 
war been given over to the respective local branches as their 
property, and are now being run by them. The Childrens’ 
Houses are still full to capacity. During the war they solved 
a very important problem, and are still very popular, 
though, as elsewhere, trained personnel has been extremely 
difficult to find.

«Tomtebo» is still run by the Central Committee and takes 
50 patients at a time. The accounts show that it is a paying 
concern, and an enlargement of the establishment has now 
been planned, as the place always has a long waiting list of 
applicants.

JUNIOR RED CROSS
Inspired by HENRI DUNANT’S magnificent idea, the Junior 

Red Cross has during the 10 years covered by this report 
done much interesting and important work. Especially 
valuable was their relief work during the black years of war 
and occupation, mostly in the many sadly devastated areas. 
Junior Red Cross Units helped to collect furniture, household 
utensils, household-linen and clothes. They collected important 
sums of money which were sent to the National Relief Organi
sation and to the Head Office of the Red Cross Society. They 
also collected large quantities of candles and candle-ends 
which were sent to North Norway.

The international inter-school correspondence was stopped 
by the war. However, a very lively correspondence and ex
change of gift-parcels took place between the school children 
of North and South Norway.

The Junior Red Cross engaged its own travelling nurse 
who visited a large number of Junior Units and organised many 
courses in first aid and home-nursing. At many schools the 
Red Cross nurse gave lectures on hygiene and general health.
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Norwegian Red Cross Juniors preparing albums for their 
Red Cross friends across the Atlantic.

During the terrible forced evacuation of the Counties of 
Finnmark and North-Troms in the autumn of 1944, the Junior 
Red Cross, and especially the Grong and Trondheim units did 
admirable relief work in the hospitals, meeting places and 
canteens for the evacuees.

In spite of the lack of premises for meetings, in spite of the 
fact that meetings were forbidden by the Germans, in spite 
of black-outs, epidemics and all kinds of other difficulties, 
the various units throughout the country succeeded in keeping 
their organisation intact, inspired as they were by the motto 
of the Junior Red Cross — «I too will help».

The first General Assembly of the Junior Red Cross after 
the war took place in 1945 when 170 delegates from all over the 
country were present. One of the most important decisions 
taken was that members should not bear uniform — only 
their membership insignia. Two representatives were chosen 
to serve on the Central Committee.
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Around Christmas the first consignment of gift parcels 
was received from the American Junior Red Cross — 25,000 
parcels and 15,000 bags of sweets, all of which was distributed 
to the various units. The immediate result of this generous 
gift was a sharp rise in album exchanges. At the same time 
we received 4 tons of sweets from Denmark, and Christmas 
tree decorations, books and toys from the Swedish Junior 
Red Cross.

1946 marks a rising interest for Junior Red Cross activity 
all over the country, and shows a big increase in membership. 
One of the year’s main tasks was fund-raising for relief and 
re-building work. By means of bazaars, lotteries etc., 6,335.— 
Kroner were collected for school materials for the devastated 
areas in North Norway, and 4,076 Kroner were given to 
the equipment fund for the new Red Cross home for mentally 
deficient children. From Canada we received for distribution 
baby linen to the value of $ 30,000. This was the first time 
the Junior Red Cross was made use of as a distribution centre, 
and the Juniors carried out their task with great diligence, 
and received very favourable comment in the press. Gifts of 
dried milk and chocolate powder came from America and 
were distributed amongst 12,000 children in North Norway, 
each of whom got a cup of milk a day for 4 months. This 
resulted in increased interest for the J.R.C. in the schools. 
Another important gift from the American J.R.C. was a print
ing machine with full equipment. The J.R.C. continued 
issuing its publication, 6 this year, instead of the usual 4. 
Members took also part in the sale of stamps etc., thereby 
raising funds for the Society.

The General Assembly in 1947 approved the new set of by
laws, which corresponded to the new regulations of the Senior 
Society. An exhibition of J.R.C. work was arranged in connec
tion with this Assembly and sent to several towns where it 
had a big success. There were two fund-raising campaigns 
in 1947, one for the new J.R.C. convalescent home for children 
in Trondheim and the other for a hospitalward in Birtavarre,
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North Norway. Results were not as good as in the previous 
year, not, however, owing to lack of interest amongst mem
bers of the J.R.C., and more attention was therefore paid 
to the various courses in general hygiene, first aid, home 
nursing, life saving and infant welfare. Exchange of guests 
increased during 1947 and included Sweden as well as Den
mark. Several branches instituted «god-father» activity for 
Finnish and French children and sent money to the Norwegian 
Relief for Europe. From the Canadian J.R.C. we received 
a gift of 45 cases of school materials and 43 dolls.

Our biggest task in 1948 was to collect money for the U.N. 
Children Relief. The result was 34,000 Kroner. Members gave 
what they could earn in one day as messengers, domestic- 
servants, etc. In this connection the printing machine from 
America was used to print posters and other propaganda ma
terial. Three teachers were sent to the U.S.A. with scholar
ships from the J.R.C. At the time of writing 20,000 parcels from 
America are being distributed by the J.R.C., and this year an 
exchange of guests will also include Great Britain. Besides 
which the Trondheim branch of the J.R.C. will this summer 
arrange and run a camp for 150 members of the Swedish 
Junior Red Cross.

NORWEGIAN RELIEF FOR EUROPE
Amelioration in the food situation has resulted in Norway 

being one of the few previously occupied countries which 
shortly after the liberation could take active part in inter
national relief work in the devastated and suffering countries 
of Europe. From January to May 1946, the Norwegian Red 
Cross sent considerable quantities of cod-liver-oil, dried vege
tables and other goods, which the Society received from private 
stocks stored during the war. In May 1946 the Norwegian 
Red Cross took the initiative in establishing the «Relief for
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The Norwegian Relief distributing food in Germany.

Europe» Organisation. To begin with this organisation was 
run in conjunction with the Norwegian People’s Relief 
Fund.

Between January 1946 and September 1947 roughly 4 mil
lion kilograms of food and cod-liver-oil were sent to the hun
ger districts. In February 1946 the Norwegian Red Cross also 
began forwarding parcels from relatives in Norway to Nor
wegian citizens and Norwegian-born persons in Germany. 
Parcels have also been forwarded to several thousand children 
in the devastated areas from the Red Cross «god-father» club.

In the autumn of 1947 The Relief for Europe Organisation 
started a fund-raising campaign, which in the course of a 
few months succeeded in reaching the surprisingly large sum 
of 13 million Kroner. The greater part of this sum was used 
to cover purchases of food, primarily cod-liver-oil, and an 
important amount was also used for antituberculosis inocula
tion in Europe, carried out in conjunction with the Danish Red 
Cross. The anti-tuberculosis campaign in Europe also receives 
the support of the United Nations’ Children Relief Fund.

The Relief for Europe Organisation is directed by a Commit-

1L
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tee consisting of representatives of the various humanitarian 
relief organisations, and of the State and municipal authorities, 
and with the President of the Norwegian Red Cross, Director 
ERLING STEEN, as chairman.

This winter the Norwegian Red Cross carried out an im
portant task in connection with collecting money for the 
United Nations’ Children Relief Fund. To take charge of the 
work the Government appointed a special committee with 
Relief for Europe Organisation’s committee as its core and 
the same persons at its head. The result of the collection was 
10 million Kroner.

GENEVA CONVENTIONS — INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCES

The Norwegian Red Cross has taken active part in one 
of the most important post-war tasks of the International 
Red Cross Organisation, i.e. revision of the Geneva Conven
tions. The Norwegian Red Cross asked our foremost specialist 
in international law, Professor FREDE CASTBERG, to work 
out a memorandum based on reports from former prisoners 
of war and chosen representatives of political prisoners. This 
memorandum was prepared during the summer of 1946, and, 
together with similar documents from other countries, formed 
the basis of the Geneva discussions.

The Norwegian Red Cross has also been represented at the 
international conferences organised by the League of Red Cross 
Societies and the International Red Cross Committee in Geneva, 
Paris, Oxford and Belgrade, where Red Cross problems of inter
national importance were discussed. Moreover, the Norwegian 
Red Cross has been present at the half-yearly meetings which 
the Executive Committee of the League holds in Geneva, and 
has served on the Standing Finance Committee of the League.
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ORGANISATION
An important task during the last few years has been to 

improve and develop the organisation of the Norwegian Red 
Cross. At the General Meeting of the Society in 1945 it was 
decided that Red Cross districts hereafter were to coincide 
with the Counties, instead of as previously with the Bishop
rics. This plan has now been carried out. The reason for 
this change was to make the administration of each district 
more effective by diminishing its working area, which again 
strengthens the entire organisation of the Norwegia Red Cross 
and makes its further development easier.

The Head Office of the Society has engaged travelling 
secretaries and travelling nurses who by means of lectures 
and film shows are doing their utmost to establish new 
Red Cross branches and new First Aid Units. The Central Com
mittee has moreover established a new committee for organi
sation and finance, which is trying to standardise and simplify 
the methods of financing the Society, and thereby save money. 
The Norwegian Red Cross intends to follow the example of 
the American Red Cross in establishing a yearly recurring 
fund-raising campaign. This year the Red Cross also launched 
its first lottery which covered the whole country and had 
17,166 prizes to a total value of 300,000 Kroner. The 
drawing took place in April. We expect a net profit of 150,000 
Kroner. We hope to establish the Red Cross Lottery as a 
yearly recurring event, which will strengthen the financial 
position of the Society.

FIGURES THAT TELL A STORY 
In order to illustrate the development of the Norwegian 

Red Cross Society during the war, we should like to mention 
some figures.

In 1938 the Head Office had 10 salaried employees. To-day 
it has 40.



45

The accounts show a still sharper curve upwards:
The Society’s income has increased from N.Kr. 193,000.— 

in 1938 to N.Kr. 1,804,000.— in 1947.
Expenditure has risen from N.Kr. 133,000.— to N.Kr. 

2,370,000.— .
In 1938, 259,000 Kroner were collected and ear-marked for 

specified purposes. In 1947 this sum rose to N.K. 2,108,000.— . 
Our own capital has during the same period risen from 
N.Kr. 282,000.— to N.Kr. 1,613,000.—.

Between 1/1 1939 and 31/12 1947 the Society has received 
subscriptions amounting to N.Kr. 7,998,000.— . During the 
same period 4,791,000 Kroner were paid out for relief work.

BASIC FACTS ON ORGANISATION 
a) Founded November 4, 1865.

The Central Committee consists of 11 members including 
President and 2 Vice-Presidents. Among the other mem
bers of the Committee are: 1 representative for Red 
Cross nurses, 1 for the Junior Red Cross, 1 for Child Relief 
and 1 for First Aid Units.

All members of the Committee are elected by the General 
Assembly for a period of two years. Re-election is allowed.

The Board of Representatives consists of the members of 
the Central Committee, the Chairmen of the 20 Red Cross 
Districts, 1 representative for Red Cross Nurses, 1 for 
First Aid Units, 1 for the Junior Red Cross and 1 for Child 
Relief.

The 4 biggest districts have 2 representatives each on 
the Board.

c) The Norwegian Red Cross is a private society, entirely 
independent of the Government, but works in close con
tact with the authorities.

d) The National Headquarters in Oslo has 40 paid employees, 
besides which there are district secretaries, travelling 
secretaries and paid personnel at the more important 
local branches.



46

e) There are local branches, First Aid Units, and Junior 
Red Cross branches.

f) The President is elected by the General Assembly every 
second year, and can be re-elected.

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE NORWEGIAN 
RED CROSS IN 1948

President: Mr. Erling Steen.
Vice-Presidents: Mr. Arne Meidell.

Mrs. Siren Hognestad.
Members: Dr. E. Borch-Johnsen.

Mr. S. Christensen.
Mr. Ole Friele.
Mrs. Ingrid Liitcherath.
Matron Ingrid Wyller (Nurses).
Mrs. Heddy Astrup (Child Relief).
Miss Katrine Arnesen (Junior Red Cross). 
Major-General Sten Florelius (First Aid Units).

Secretary-General: Arnold Rorholt.
Vice-Secretary-General: Jens Meinich.

MEMBERSHIP AND FUND RAISING
a)

b)

Membership is not dependent on any special conditions. 
There are 4 kinds of members: 

annual members, 
life members, 
corporative members, 
honorary members.

The Norwegian Red Cross has approximately 150,000 
annual and life members. In addition there are 10,000 
active members of First Aid Units, and 10,000 members 
of the Junior Red Cross.
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c) The Society is financed by voluntary collections for 
general as well as for special purposes, sale of Christmas 
seals and Christmas magazine, monthly review, slot ma
chines and lotteries.

d) From 1948 an annual Red Cross fund-raising campaign 
in September will be inaugurated.

CONCLUSION
The Norwegian Red Cross is of the opinion that whatever 

the political development may be Red Cross Organisations 
all over the world will have important tasks to fulfil. We 
are doing our best to prepare ourselves for the part we will 
be called upon to play, and have the satisfaction of registering 
definite progress during the last few years.

To close this report we can do no better than to quote a 
statement made by Mr. Erling Steen when assuming the 
chairmanship of the Norwegian Red Cross —  a man, by the 
way, who had spent nearly two years in German concentration 
camps as a political prisoner:

«As a political prisoners in a German camp I was deeply 
impressed by the magnificently organised activity of the 
Red Cross. The never failing courage of the Red Cross was 
one of the few bright spots of our existence. We understood 
that this was the only organisation the Germans did respect 
because of international conventions.

The gratitude we feel towards the Red Cross for its 
magnificent work, both in the national and international 
field, pledges us to carry on the work of building up and 
enlarging the organisation also in peacetime. We must do 
our best to soften the bitter aftermath of war. However, 
in the Red Cross organisation, as in all other humanitarian 
activities, high ideals must be supported by practical know
ledge if these ideals are to be realised. I mean that, in order 
to achieve this, the Organisation must contact the youth, and 
practical men and women in close contact with the methods 
and requirements of the day.»
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The popular Red Cross Christmas Seal in 19^5 with the portrait of 
Prince Harald. 10 millions of this seal were sold during the 

Christmas season.

The Red Cross Postage Stamp isued in 19Jf5 on occasion of the 
Norwegian Red Cross’ 80th Anniversary.


