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Introduction

The Japanese Red Cross Society experienced a series of 
drastic changes in its program and activities from the time 
of the 1938 International Red Cross Conference until now. 
Beginning in 1938 its efforts were directed principally to
ward the development of its war-time role in which, under the 
direction of the Sanitary corps of the Army and Navy, it pro
vided trained medical and nursing personnel for the Armed 
Forces. With the end of the war and the dissolution of the 
Armed Forces in Japan, the Society was immediately faced with 
the reorganization of its services from a war to a peace time 
basis of operations.

The report which follows attempts to describe in some 
detail our efforts to continue our essential Red Cross ser
vices during the war time, including our activities in giving 
relief in over 3,000 natural calamities. As the war progres
sed we found our Society in increasingly difficult circum
stances because of the shortage of goods, lack of personnel 
and problems of communications, habitations and food. These 
conditions seriously affected the efforts of Relief Service 
Headquarters and the Relief Committee for War Prisoners.

Thus the war came to an end on August 15, 1945 causing 
devastations in all establishments and their rehabilitation 
has not been easy. Our Society is not an exception and is 
finding various difficulties: shortage of transport facili
ties necessary for the disaster relief, medicines and other 
medical supplies; difficulty in getting construction materials 
for war-damaged hospitals and other institutes; financial 
hardships owing to the inflation and economic difficulties; 
decrease of candidates for nurses and other relief personnel.

In spite of these difficulties, the Society is endeavour
ing to fulfil its duties and in December 1346 it revised its 
statute in order to conform with the spirit of democracy and 
as the Red Cross of the people and for the people we are now 
ready to give our minds to the work of public health and wel
fare.

It must be added in this connection that the Society has 
ceased to act as an auxiliary organ of the Sanitary Services 
of the Armed Forces as a result of their abolition.

Now we should like to describe the relationship our So
ciety has enjoyed with the Occupation Forces. The Public 
Health and Welfare Section, as the Supreme Commander for 
Allied Power’s responsible authority for supervising indige
nous health and welfare agencies, early recognized the prob
lems faced by the Japanese Red Cross and our needs for assis
tance and advice in reorganization from a war to a peace time 
basis of operation. To assist the Section in its responsibi
lity for guiding our reorganization, SCAP requested the 
American Red Cross to assign American Red Cross personnel to 
serve as consultants to the Section and thereby assist our



Society on matters relating to reorganization. In compliance 
with SCAP’s request, ARC consultant services have continued 
to be available to our Society since April, 1946. Not only 
has the American Red Cross staff materially assisted us as an 
effective liaison between our Society and the Public Health 
and Welfare Section, SCAP, on all administrative matters, but 
experienced consultant services have, been at our disposal in 
the following important fields of traditional Red Cross ser
vices in which we are interested: Disaster Services, Junior 
Red Cross, Nursing Services, Volunteer Services, Safety Ser
vices, Publicity and Public Relations and Fund Raising.
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Chapter I
Chief Events during Last Ten Years

1. Alteration of the Character and Mission of the 
Japanese Red Cross Society.

The Society had the duty of assisting the army and navy 
medical service in war time under the supervision of the mili
tary and naval ministers in accordance with the Revised Impe
rial Ordinances of 1901 and 1938 defining the activities of 
the Japanese Red Cross Society. On account of the dissolution 
of the army and navy under the terms defined in the Potsdam 
Declaration, however, the relationship of the Society to the 
military authorities was necessarily dissolved, and the Soci
ety now operates under the authority of the Welfare Ministry 
as a private health and welfare agency. The matter has nat
urally required the extensive revision of the statutes.
Revised statutes were adopted at the 54th Ordinary General 
Meeting of our Society held on 10, December 1946, and became 
effective on 18, January 1947. The chief revisions are as 
follows :

a. The Society has H.M. the Empress for Patroness.
b. The President and Vice-Presidents are elected in the 

General Meeting of the members on the recommendation of the 
Board of Councillors. They had hitherto been appointed by 
the Emperor on recommendation of the Ministers of Army and 
Navy.

c. The new Board of Councillors are composed of forty- 
five members, of whom thirty are elected from the members of 
the Society in different parts of Japan and fifteen are ap
pointed by the President from among men of learning and ex
perience, officials of interested government ministries, and 
representatives of social work corporations.

2. Reorganization of the National Headquarters and 
Local Chapters.
Along with the revision of the statutes, the Headquar

ters and local chapters have been reorganized.
The National Headquarters' Secretariat which had been 

composed of four divisions under the old Regulations, has now 
seven under the new. These are General Affairs, Accountants', 
Museum, Foreign Affairs, Chapters, Field Service and Volunteer 
Service Departments. Before this report is printed it is ex
pected, however, that separate Divisions will be created to 
expedite the administration of our important services including 
Divisions on Volunteer Services, Junior Red Cross, Disaster
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Relief, Medical Services and Nursing Services. The Central 
Hospital, Suwa Hospital, Hiroshima Sanatorium and Central 
Maternity Hospital also belong to the National Headquarters 
and are under its direction.

The old way in which the Prefectural Governors and Vice- 
governor had been appointed ex officio President and Vice- 
president of local chapters and Chiefs of Municipal, Village 
Offices Chiefs of Branches and Sub-branches were abolished, 
and the Chapter Presidents and Vice-presidents have come to 
be appointed by the President of the Society on recommenda
tion of the Board of Councillors of Chapters composed of per
sons elected by the general meeting of the Society members of 
the chapters and Chiefs of Branches are to be appointed by 
the President of the Society on recommendation of the Chapter 
Presidents and the Chiefs of Sub-branches to be appointed by 
the Chapter Presidents.

3. Situation of the Membership of the Society.
The members of the Society which attained 2,937,128 at 

the end of 1937, and 15,211,979 in 1945, decreased to 
10,177,500 at the end of 1946 chiefly due to the loss of 
Korea, Formosa, Saghalin, and other territories, although a 
slight increase in membership is noted for 1947.

Membership figures are as follows:

4. Situation of the Accounts.
Greater part of the activity funds of the Society have 

depended on a fixed amount of contributions from the members 
above mentioned and unfixed contributions from influential 
persons in the financial world. The total amount of each 
year is as follows:

YEAH MEMBERS OF THE 
SOCIETY

1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947

2,937,128 
3,247,477 
3,636,733 
4,008,161 
4,775,419 
5,849,958 
8,799,827 
13,349,102 
15,211,979 
10,177,500 
10,342,163
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YEAR AMOUNT
1958
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946

¥ 7,850,107.79 
9,778,362.41

13.283.645.28
17.579.571.28 
19,847,151.49 
34,146,075.76 
49,152,760.95 
39,967,288.25 
20,806,396.46

200,000,000.00X 1947
x Inflated currency accounts for 
large amount in 1947.

As is clear in the preceding figures, in and after 1945, 
the Japanese Red Cross was faced with a serious financial 
difficulty. The amount of both fixed and unfixed contribu
tions has greatly decreased either on account of the diffi
cult contact between the Society and members displaced or 
afflicted by war disasters or of the people’s misunderstand
ing that the mission of the Red Cross has finished with the 
dissolution of the armed forces. Worsened domestic condi
tions necessitated the Society to do a great deal for the 
relief of the poor and other needy people. Moreover, an 
inflation such as has never been experienced in the history 
of Japan has rendered the task of the Red Cross still more 
difficult. The Society, however, has been carrying on its 
work under the supervision of the Public Health and 'Welfare 
Section, SCAP and with the assistance of American Red Cross 
Consultant Staff attached thereto with the result that the 
Red Cross mission in peace time is gradually coming to be 
understood by the people, and the contributions have shown a 
tendency to increase.

From October 16 to November 15, 1947 the Society made a 
nation-wide fund raising campaign for the goal of ¥300,000,000 
of which approximatively 70% was attained.

5. Patronage of the Imperial Family
H.M. the Empress as Patroness of the Society. The Soci

ety has continually been favoured by the Patronage of the 
Imperial Family since its initial establishment. During these 
ten years the Society has been granted with an annual donation 
amounting to more than 150,000 yen for assisting its work, 
and, moreover, the Empress has each year personally partici
pated in the General Meetings of the Society.

That we have the honour of having the Empress as Pa
troness of the Japanese Red Cross Society at this time is es
pecially worth mentioning. The Society held an Installation
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Ceremony in the presence of the Empress on January 21, 1947 
at which she gave the following message as Patroness showing 
the way the Society should follow:

MESSAGE
"I am glad to hear that the activity of Red Cross is 

becoming more lively year by year in every country of the 
world. It is the ideal of mankind that everyone has the Red 
Cross spirit which denotes love for others and service for 
others without discrimination of race and religion. I firm
ly believe that the Japanese in general, by keeping this 
spirit in the future, will be able to give happiness and 
pleasure to the people in the world and win respect from 
them in return. In this prospect I have become Patroness of 
the Society. I am grateful for the good will which has been 
shown by all of you for the improvement and strengthening of 
the Japanese Red Cross, and I hope that you hereafter con
tinually cooperate with us in its activity."

Demise of Honorary President Prince Kan-in. H.I.H.
Prince ifotohito nan-in who had bean giving much influence in 
the work of the Society and giving assistance for the develop
ment of the International Red Cross for more than forty years 
died on 20, May 1945. The Society is grateful for the ex
pression of deep sympathy extended at that time by the two 
International Rod Cross organizations and the sister socie
ties.

6. Change of the President and the Vice-Presidents
Prince Iyesato Tokugawa who had endeavoured for the 

development of the Society as President for ten years since 
1929 was taken ill in Canada on his way to the 16th Interna
tional Red Cross Conference in London and passed away in 
Tokyo on 5 June, 1940. We hereby express our heartfelt 
gratitude for the sympathy extended us in his regard by the 
two International Red Cross organizations as well as sister 
societies in the world.

In 1940 Prince Ivuniyuki Tokugawa who has long been 
Vice-President of the Society was appointed by the Emperor 
President to supplant the late Prince Tokugawa and Prince 
Tadatsugu Shimadzu was appointed Vice-President. After the 
war the President Prince Kuniyuki Tokugaxva and the Vice- 
President Nozomu Nakagawa retired from their posts. In 1946 
Prince Tadatsugu Shimadzu, Vice-President, was appointed by 
the Emperor as the incumbent President, and Messrs. Taiichi 
Kara and Tomoharu Akagi, both of whom were social workers, 
were appointed Vice-Presidents.

Inauguration of the President and the Vice-Presidents, 
however, was improved to be done by election as a result of
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our revised, statutes of 1947, and the election was contested 
on the occasion of the Extraordinary General Meeting held at 
the National Headquarters on SI January, 1947 with the end 
that Mr. fadatsugu Shimadzu was elected President, and 
Messrs. Taiichi Hara and Tomoharu Akagi Vice-Presidents.
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Chapter II 
Relief Work

Our relief works during these ten years may be divided 
in (1) Relief work in war time and (2) Relief work in peace 
time.

1. Relief Work in War Time
A. For sick and wounded soldiers

At the outbreak of Sino-Japanese Conflict in July 
1937 the Society despatched medical and nursing relief 
units and conducted medical treatments for the sick and 
wounded at the Central and Prefectural Red Cross Hospitals. 
During the Pacific War, the Society despatched such medical 
units to the medical installations of the Army and Navy in 
every district in Honshu, Formosa, Korea, Manchuria, China, 
South Seas regions, as well as to hospital ships. At the 
same time, on January 15th 1943, a Medical Relief Service 
Headquarters was established in the National Headquarters 
of the Society, and Medical Relief Service Sections were 
established in the Chapters, and endeavoured to do their 
best in the operation of this relief work.

The number of such relief units despatched from the 
National Headquarters and Chapters amounted to 1,132 in
cluding 37,090, doctors, nurses, pharmacists and other 
personnel. Besides the above-mentioned teems, the twenty- 
eight Red Cross hospitals in Japan continued to provide 
both in and out patient care for the sick and wounded both 
military and civilian from the outbreak of Sino-Japanese 
Conflict until the end of the Pacific War.

Such war time relief work, however, was nearly 
finished during 1946, and all the former military patients 
in the Red Cross Hospitals were transferred to Government 
Hospitals. The Relief Service Headquarters and the 
Branches were closed on November 30th 1946, and the relief 
units despatched abroad were all returned home excepting 
47 yet remaining in areas controlled by Soviet Russia.
B. For War Prisoners and Civil Internees

Soon after the outbreak of the Pacific War in Decem
ber 1941, the Japanese Red Cross Society established in 
January, 1942 the Relief Committee for War Prisoners with 
then Vice-President Shimadzu as Chairman. A similar 
organization had been established at the time of World 
War I and it rendered great service to the relief for 
prisoners in Japan and her controlled areas. During this
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war the Committee was concerned not only with prisoners 
of war but also with civil internees. The sphere of the 
Committee’s work was vast ana it became more and more 
complicated as the war progressed.

Activities carried out by the Committee during and 
after the war are summarized as follows and some of them 
are still being carried on:

a. Assistance to the Delegation of the Inter
national Red Cross Committee for Japan

b. Relief for prisoners and internees of the 
Allied nations

c. Relief for the Japanese abroad
d. Investigation concerning the whereabouts of 

missing persons
o. Red Cross Messages
As the war went on, the general shortage of available 

supplies, communication difficulties and air-raid damages 
influenced the treatment of prisoners and internees', and 
our Society was therefore greatly hampered in carrying on 
its relief tasks in various fields especially in the lat
ter part of the war. We shall note briefly how we took 
our part in the relief activities.

Assistance to the work of the Japan Delegation of the 
International Red Cross Committee. Immediately after the 
outbreak of the Pacific War, the I.R.C.C. established its 
delegation in our country. The Relief Committee for War 
Prisoners of our Society made every endeavour to carry but 
its relief work in close cooperation with this interna
tional agency.

All delegates appointed by the International Red Cross 
Committee made every effort to fulfil their duty in earnest 
and with justice, notwithstanding countless difficulties 
in war time and we hereby pay tribute to their efforts.

The following is the list of names of those delegates 
made up according to the order of their arrival at their 
posts.

Dr. Fritz Paravicini (Chief)
Mr. Max Pestalozzi
Mr. Harry Angst
Mr. Fritz Bilfinger
Dr. Marcel Junod (Chief)
Miss Marguerite Straehlor 
Mr. Hans Treichler
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The following table shows these delegates' visits to 
prisoners of war camps and civil internment camps.

YEAR P.O.W. INTERNMENT .TOTAL
CAMPS CAMPS

1942 9 6 15
1943 27 3 30
1944 20 15 35
1945 3 4 7

TOTAL 59 28 87
The Japanese Red Cross Society made it a rule to make 

some members of its staff accompany these delegates when
ever they made tours of inspection, and assisted them in 
the negotiations with the authorities concerned and af
forded them conveniencies to make comfortable their trips 
and investigations.

Moreover, the Society always did its best to assist 
and cooperate with them in distributing relief goods as 
well as in sending and receiving Red Cross Messages and 
other work.

We want to express our condolence to the death in 
1944 of Dr. Frits Raravicini who, in spite of his advanced 
age, dedicated himself to his duty as Chief of Japan Dele
gation of the I.R.C.C.

Relief and Assistance to Allied War Prisoners and 
Civil Internees. Although, as has been previously men
tioned, “he assistance of our Society for the Allied pris
oners and internees were restricted to some extent, our 
Society made every effort to alleviate their misfortunes.

The following are our major activities in relief
7/0 rk.

a. When the Chairman Shimadzu or the Chief of Foreign 
Affairs Section, visited prisoners' camps and civil intern
ment camps, he has made donation in cash on behalf of our 
Society, and with the "Japan Times" weekly edition for 
spiritual comforts to prisoners.

b. As for the relief goods for prisoners and civil 
internees sent from the U.S.A. and Canada, on board the 
exchange vessels at the beginning of the war, they were 
distributed through our National Headquarters and our 
local chapters in cooperation v/ith the Japan Delegation of 
the I.R.C.C.

c. Relief money and comforts sent through the I.R.C.
C. to prisoners in Japan and her territories were delivered 
to the addressees through the authorities concerned.
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d. as for the relief goods for American prisoners 
which had been sent via Vladivostock in 1944, our Society 
cooperated with the Japan Delegation of the I.R.C.C. in 
their impartial distribution.

e. During the Pacific War, many people of the Allied 
nations in Japan had money difficulty for their liveli
hood, and some of the internees' families lost utterly 
their means to earn a living. Our Society, therefore, 
presented them with relief money and comforts, and most 
of them continued to receive a certain amount of money 
every month until the end of the war, and even until after 
the war. Moreover, in case of sickness or death we 
presented the fee (approximately ¥60,000) for medical 
treatment or for funeral ceremonies, the number of which 
totaled 54.

Relief to the Japanese abroad. The following are 
our main relief activities for the benefit of the Japanese 
abroad during the Pacific War.

a. On the occasion of the 1st exchange boat des
patched to Lorenzo Marquez in 1942, 7,500 pounds of 
"Japanese Green Tea" was sent to the Japanese detained in 
England, Canada, and the Central and South America, and 
it was distributed through the delegates of the I.R.C.C. 
in the above-mentioned countries.

b. In the same year over 50 thousand yen was sent 
through the I.R.C.C. to the Japanese internees in British 
India and Australia.

c. In 1943, food and drugs wore sent to the Japanese 
in the U.S.A. and Canada, taking advantage of the 2nd 
exchange boat sent to Goa, Portuguese India.

a. In the same year, ¥150,000 was sent through I.R. 
C.C. to the Japanese in Central and South America for 
their medical relief.

e. In 1945, a relief fund of ¥170,000 was sent to 
the Japanese detained in Australia, India and Canada 
through the I.R.C.C.

f. In 1944, text-books were sent through the I.R.C.C. 
to children of the Japanese internees in Australia and 
India.

g. After the end of the war, our Society sent, to the 
disarmed former Japanese officers and men, newspapers 
donated from the people of the whole country; moreover, 
our Society bought in Japan weeklies, monthlies, diction
aries, Bibles and drugs and sent them especially to south 
sea areas, which were very much appreciated.
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Investigation of Whereabouts. Ever since before the 
outbreak of the Pacific War, our'' Society had received 
numerous requests from sister societies and the Interna
tional Red Cross organizations, concerning the where
abouts of missing persons in Manchuria and China, and we 
attempted to secure the desired information with the 
assistance of the authorities concerned.

However, with the outbreak; of the Pacific 77ar, the 
communication between Japan and abroad by letter was ut
terly prohibited by authorities, and accordingly, those 
who had their relatives and friends abroad or those in 
foreign lands who had their kins and acquaintances in 
Japan had no other way to ask after their friends and kin 
but through the Red Cross. And even after the war, dif
ficulties in communication have necessitated such requests.

The following table shows requests of this kind ad
dressed to our Society.

(1) Requests by Letters
YEAR DESPATCH RECEIPT TOTAL
1942 20,265 1,644 21,909
1943 5,137 2,218 7,355
1944 2,764 5.148 7,912
1945 39,293 6,432 45,725
1946 19,123 1,538 20,661
1947 396 309 707

TOTAL 86,960 17,293 104,269

(2) Requests by Tele•gram.
YEAR DESPATCH RECEIPT TOTAL
1942 917 108 1,025
1943 1,041 451 1,492
1944 1,218 1,479 2,697
1945 201 237 438
1946 186 687 673
1947 1,146 263 1,409
TOTAL 4,709 3, 225 7,934

Red Cross Messages. As previously described, the 
messages with foreign countries were put under a ban with 
the outbreak of the Pacific War.

After negotiations with the authorities concerned, 
our Society, however, succeeded in having them make a
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special exception of Red Cross Messages and we have 
handled them since October, 1942.

The following is the table showing the outline of 
the messages since the very beginning.

YEAR DESPATCH RECEIPT TOTAL
1942 3,839 3,839
1943 45,551 20,601 66,152
1944 20,684 26,879 47,563
1945 10,753 21,096 31,849
1946 7,951 12,344 20,295
1947 4,484 3,961 8,445
TOTAL 93,262 84,881 178,143

Besides the above-mentioned messages, our Society 
handled war prisoners' messages as follows:

YEAR NUMBER
1942 30
1943 34,294
1944 10,199
1945 2,919
1946 13,760
1947 2,013
TOTAL 63,215

2. Relief Work in Peace Time
A. Welfare Work

Medical Treatment. Medical treatment has been car
ried on at hospitals of the National Headquarters and 
Local Chapters, dispensaries, sanatoria and maternity 
hospitals of the National Headquarters and Local Chapters; 
with temporary clinics and travelling clinics, when neces
sary. As a general rule some 20$ of the medical treatments 
at those institutions or agencies are conducted free of 
charge. All other treatments and hospital services are 
given at a reduced cost.

The number of the patients treated by our Society 
from 1938 to 1947 is as follows:



Table showing the number of Patients treated by all Organizations of the Japanese Red Cross Society from 1938 to 1947

Hospitals Dispensaries Sanatoria Maternity Hospi
tals and Centers

Travelling Clinics Tots 1
i ear

No. of 
Patient

No. of 
Treatment

No. of 
Patient

No. of 
Treatment

No. of 
Patient

No. of 
Treatment

No. of 
Pati ent

No. of 
Treatment

No. of 
Patient

No. of 
Treatment

No. of 
Patient

No. of
Treatment

1938 803.990 8,454,176 374,569 2,956,433 29,874 647,092 32,459 222,122 90,721 431,884 1,331,613 12,711,707

1939 780,887 8,335,344 325,220 3,507.162 13 ,2 3 2 298,651 31,466 224,791 240,250 593.193 1,391,055 12,959,141
1940 819,603 9,143,863 299,004 2,42(4,842 18,550 549,009 37,807 270,677 187,110 449,319 1,362,074 12,857,710
1941 930,264 10,333,685 353,791 2,768,658 21,086 410,151 48,948 334,134 85,479 279,282 1,439,568 14,125,910
1942 971,730 11,084,054 334,906 2,260,931 32,553 713,141 43,848 304,279 66,202 289,477 1,449,239 14,651,882
1943 1,138,606 12,148,918 328,556 2,175,819 16,842 451,041 52,4oi 342,196 45,791 224,280 1 ,5 8 2 ,19 6 15,343,254
1944 2,074,716 13,694,291 379,745 2,307,508 60,632, 530,164 8.541 69,161 2,523.634 16,601,124
1945 811,281 2,528,607 159,188 1,010,168 64,038 847,546 4,891 30,811 1,039,398 4,417,132
1946 1,526,677 9,692,145 208,262 1,088,958 33,003 3 18 ,6 19 7,818 50 ,2 10 2,199 70,947 1,777,959 11,220,879
1947 1,527.783 10,007,297 265,238 1,255,838 13,218 105,932 11,165 74,491 Unknown Unknown 1,817,404 11,443,558

Note · .. Patients at the first aid in event of disasters are not included. .
Total

:— ....... - ■ "■
15,714,140 1 2 6,3 3 1,2 9 7

2. Patients at hospitals available for army hosnitals during the war 
are not included.
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Antl-tuberculosis campaign. Owing to the decline of 
physical strength of the people due to hardships suffered 
during and after the war, tuberculosis has increased in 
number and the National Headquarters and Local Chapters 
have made effort in holding lectures, short courses and 
exhibitions as well as distributing tracts, in cooperation 
with other public bodies and institutions so that the 
knowledge on prevention and treatment of tuberculosis may 
be thoroughly diffused among the public at large. In ad
dition all of the medical treatment facilities of the 
Society have emphasized the early diagnosis and treatment 
of the disease.

The following table shows the survey of tuberculosis 
patients treated by various Red Cross institutions from 
1938 to 1947.

n. Number of 
\  Patient In-patient Out-Ijatient

Year \
Number

of
Patient

Number
of

Treatment
Number

of
Patient

Number
of

Treatment
1938 3,915 282,831 25,959 364,261
1939 2,039 206,594 11,193 92,057
1940 3,864 346,856 14,686 192,153
1941 3, 061 313,654 18,025 96,497 

291,5531942 4, 282 421,588 23,271
1943 3,095 340,262 13,747 110,779
1944 3,684 215,121 56,948 315,043
1945 10,995 363,798 53,043 483,748
1946 5,106 169,324 27,897 149,295
1947 5,477 43,419 7,741 62,513
Total 45,518 2,703,477 257,510 2,157,899

Note: It is to be added that figures for 1946 and
1947 showing a remarkable decrease in patients are due to. 
the fact that many government tuberculosis sanatoria have 
been established and the demand upon Red Cross facilities 
has thus been lessened. It should be noted, too, that the 
number of hospital and sanatoria patients generally de
clined during this period due in part at least to the in
flated cost of care, difficulties with food rationing and 
the general problems faced by the hospitals in securing 
coal for heating, materials for necessary repair and ade
quate supplies for patient care such as, sheets, blankets 
and bedding. The gradual improvement in living conditions 
has been reflected in recent up-trends in hospital and 
sanitaria hospital count.
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Children Protection Activities. In pre-war years 
the Society has also rendered service in the fields of 
public and child health, in conducting Summer Schools for 
Children, Children's Health Consultation Centers and 
nurseries, as well as to school hygiene by training and 
despatching school nurses. While these services were 
continued in so far as possible during the war, they were 
necessarily curtailed and in some instances discontinued 
in the last yc-ar of the war.

.The diffusion of hygienic knowledge undertaken by 
the Junior Red Cross contributed highly to the spontaneous 
cultivation and practice of hygienic knowledge and the 
promotion of health of pupils. But the conditions pre
vailing during and after the long war resulted, to our 
regret, in the decline of physical strength of pupils.

Consequently, our Society is now planning to play an 
active part especially in this field hereafter and to re
establish child health activities perforce discontinued 
during the late-war period.
a. Children’s Sanatorium

In order to improve the physical condition of deli
cate children our Society established seaside, hot-spring 
resort or open-air summer schools, where under privileged 
children experienced group living and regular life in 
sanitary accommodations making best use of the summer 
vacation period. These institutions did much for the 
health of the children attending.

To our regret, it was impossible for us to establish 
these schools in 1945 and 1946, owing to the difficult 
situation of foods and communications.

The following table shows the survey of these schools 
run by our Local Chapters.
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\
\  Divi- 
\ sion

Year \

Institutions kept 
only by Local 
Chapters of J.E. 
C.S.

Institutions 
jointly kept with 
other organiza
tions

Institutions kept 
by other organi
zations and 
backed by J.R. C.S.

Number 
of in
stitu
tions

Number
of
children
received

Number 
of in
stitu
tions

Number
of
children
received

Number 
of in
stitu
tions

Number
of
children
received

1938 37 4,775 13 5,544 6 464
1939 50 6,748 16 7,183 5 323
1940 56 8,356 16 7,301 6 393
1941 51 7,394 19 12,806 4 393
1942 56 7,126 21 9,069 - -

1943 36 4, 615 23 2,110 - -

1944 15 1,884 24 1,169 - -

19.45 - - - - - -
1946 1 255 - - - -

1947 (not available) 
________i _ _____

Furthermore, our Chiba Local Chapter has since 1923
kept a year round sea-side school where delicate children
received education under sanitary accommodation.

This school has a three-month term with an average
attendance of 60 children•

The total number of 
follows:

children enrolled by year is as

YEAR 1'TOMBER OF INMATES
1938 239
1939 245
1940 247
1941 228
1942 236
1943 235
1944 230
1945 252
1946 0
1947 23

Note: In 1946 the school was not openod on account
of the difficult nationwide food situation and a Children 
Health Consultation Center was opened instead. The 
school was reopened in 1947 on a limited basis.
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b. Cooperation in School Hygiene
The school nurse service was established in May 1922 

and Red Cross nurses have since been despatched to every 
primary school to help their sanitary tasks, and have con
tributed highly to the health and hygiene education as 
well as to the first aid for the wounded and diseased 
pupils and to the improvement of their sanitary equipments, 
the result of ’which has been very successful.

This was the forerunner of the introduction in primary 
schools of School Nurse System in 1941. School nurses are 
trained at Nurses5 Training Schools run by the National 
Headquarters and Local Chapters hospitals.

The following tables show the survey of the activities 
of school nurses:
(1) Number of School Nurses despatched as well as the 

Number of Schools where School Nurses have been 
assigned

YEAR NUMBER OF SCHOOL NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
NURSES DESPATCHED WHERE SCHOOL NURSES

HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED
1938 119 90
1939 116 98
1940 X 112 X 125
1941 X 114 X 116
1942 X 105 X 148
1943 X 103 X 126
1944 X 74 X 194
1945 X 79 X 89
1946 254 250
1947 Not available

Note x The number of nurses is less than the number 
of schools for the reason that those nurses 
who have retired from service is omitted.

(2) School Nurses numbered as of July 1st 1947
Primary School ...........  771
Middle School ............ 124

c. Children’s Health Consultation Center
Our Society has kept permanent and temporary Child

ren’s Health Consultation Centers, in an attempt to guide 
the promotion of health and hygiene of children. Some of 
the Centers stopped working temporarily during the war 
owing to the shortage of doctors and nurses, so that the 
number of these Centers was necessarily decreased.
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The following table shows the number of children 
treated.

YEAR NUMBER 
TATION

OF CONSUL- 
CENTERS

NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
TREATED

1938 116 43,8201939 144 32,760
1940 95 42,022
1941 90 20,685
1942 39 11,996
1943 14 9,594
1944 15 6,486
1945 7 24,767
1946 20 43,411
1947 Not available

d. Nursery
Our Iwate Local Chapter has kept a nursery since .

especially for 
and fostering.

the needy people for their babies’ nurs

The following table shows the number of cases treated 
by this nursery.

YEAR NUMBER OF 
INFANT

NUMBER OF 
TREATMENT

1938 27 3, 623
1939 11 2,505
1940 28 3,709
1941 48 3, 938
1942 40 4, 016
1943 31 2,600
1944 24 2,128
1945 21 1,957
1946 5 1,158
1947 14 1,943

Expectant Mothers Protection Work. The expectant 
mothers protection work has been carried on not only at 
such permanent organizations as maternity hospitals of 
both the National Headquarters and Local Chapters hospi
tals, but also by travelling midwives and recognized 
doctors of the Red Cross.

The following table shows the number of expectant 
mothers treated.



Expectant.mothers ̂ treated at, maternity hosoitals and centers, travel
ling midwives & recognized midwives

Expectant mothers treated 
at National Headquarters and Chapter hospitals

Year In-pat ient. Out-patient In-pat ient Outpat ien4-w
No. of 
Patie nt

No. of 
Treat
ment

No. of
Patient

No. of 
Treat
ment

No. of 
Patient

No. of 
Treat
ment

No. of 
Patient

No. of
Treatment

1938 M  3? 1*5,865 10,816 68,1*17 2,376 35,021* ll*,l*32 72,816
1939 5,128 1*7,331* 11,753 71,017 2,1*11 37,583 12,171* 68,857
19l*0 5,650 50,51*9 13,31*8 73.1*71* 3,635 59,336 15,171* 87,318
19bl 6,151* 55,781* 15,178 83,337 i*,8l6 76,012 22,800 119,001
19h2 6,285 55,1*12 13,251 76,813 3,559 53.1-156 20,1*09 118,598
19k3 6,631 53,039 12,989 72,173 l*,72l* 72,853 28,057 H*i*, 131
19hh 3,071 32,51*2 5,1*70 36,819 — — — —
191*? 1 ,1 5 0 15,325 3,71*1 1 5 ,1*86 — — --
19i*6 i,5l*l 23,368 6,277 26,81*2 i,09l* 18,533 1*,392 10,121
191*7 1,678 26,1*01 7,1*05 32,816 — — — —

Remarks: 19l*7 figures reflect only services rendered at
maternal hospitals: other statistics incomplete.

iroo»
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B. Disaster Relief Work
Relief Work in case of Natural Calamities and Con

flagrations . As our country is subject to frequent natu
ral calamities, emergency medical and nursing relief work 
in case of these calamities constitutes, with the First 
Aid on Highways and Water Safety activities, an important 
part of the peace-time relief work of the Japanese Red 
Cross.

Among natural calamities occurred during the 10 years 
from 1938 to 1947, our Society administered relief in more 
than 3,000 disasters as follows:

List of Disaster Relief Administered by the Japanese Red Cross
1938-1947

YEAR NO. OF 
DISASTERS DAYS PERSONNEL NO. OF 

PATIENTS
NO. OF 

TREATMENTS
1938 628 1,957 5, 922 23,069 30,398
1939 586 1,605 4, 514 14, 985 21,846
1940 608 1,765 4,923 21,159 22,782
1941 462 1,324 4,138 18,275 27,814
1942 401 1,892 3,850 19,470 25,395
1943 291 1,510

109
10,910 21,232 39,954

1944 20 701 717 607
1945 47 384 2,780 10,870 126,807
1946 111 2, 049 1,618 33,814 98,797
1947 100 1,732 10,582 75,841 110,356
TOTAL 3,254 14,327 49,998 239,032 504,756
N.B. In 1945, number of patients treated is relatively 

large in comparison with the number of disasters 
owing to the relief administered to sufferers of 
air-raids.
In September 1947, at the time of the extensive flood 

disaster in the East of Japan, our Society dispatched 90 
relief units consisting of 641 personnel which treated 
27,000 patients.

It should be added that a "National Disaster Relief 
Law" was enacted October 20th 1947. By this Law, the 
government has defined the activities of the Japanese Red 
Cross Society in time of disaster and entrusted us with an 
important mission of cooperating with the government, in 
case of disaster, in matters relating to the medical relief 
as well as the maternity care of refugees and for co-ordi
nating the relief activities of all private organizations 
and individuals. In order to meet this mission, a relief 
program is now being planned both at the National Head
quarters and Local Chapters, and also, in every Branch and
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Sub-branch. The use of volunteers in this program is be
ing stressed particularly in Survey, Warning, First Aid, 
Rescue, Feeding, Shelter, Registration and Information.

Relief Work on Highways. With the convergence of 
population and the increase of transport facilities in 
cities, traffic accidents augmenting considerably, Local 
Chapters which have big cities under their jurisdictions 
are in pressing need of First Aid posts at important 
points in these cities, equipped with ambulances.

Three Local Chapters, Tokyo, Osaka and Hyogo are now 
equipped with such First Aid posts. The Tokyo Chapter 
maintains 4 such posts, Osaka 3 and Hyogo 1. From the 
beginning of 1938 to the end of 1946, ambulances were dis
patched in 8,917 cases and the treatments given the in
jured numbered 11,597.

Furthermore, our Society maintains supplies of first 
aid materials in the schools, Police Stations, Town and 
Village Offices and Fire-Brigade Stations. In 1943, these 
places numbered 3,315. From 1938 to 1946, the treatments 
given the injured numbered 2,297,804.

First aid courses have often been organized in many 
parts of Japan with a view to popularize this service.

Water Safety. The number of those who had completed 
the Red Cross Water Safety Course was 3,010 at the end of 
1943 and those who received licence 270.

However, various obstacles to the continuation of 
Water Safety Course were presented during and after the 
end of hostilities. Our Society is now establishing 
plans for a Water Safety program as an important part of 
our peace time activities.
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Chapter III.
Training of Relief Personnel

One of the principal missions of our Society has been the 
training of nurses in the various fields of nursing specialisa
tions. Following is the summary of our training activities of 
nuises} school nurses, health nurses, midwives etc.
1. Nurses

Before the end of the war. Nurses were trained in the Cen
tral Red Cross Hospital in Tokyo and in eO Local Red Cross 
Hospitals. During the Pacific War, increase of nurses be
coming urgent, the period of training was reduced from 5 to 
2 years for first class nurses who were required to be gradu
ates of girl’s high school. Besides, a new system of 2nd 

cLiSSeiaii nurses was created. These nurses were selected from 
among the graduates o_ higher primary senool and given two 
years education. In.addition to this, temporary nurses, 
recruited ;.rom among the graduates of non-Rod Cross schools 
of nursing, were given special three months training courses
for Red Crv/ss relief service.

Fro .. 1038 to 1047, number of nurses trained .- <·* . - . o
O- O i allows·

1st Class Nurses 12,201
2nd « 11 6,499
Temporary ” 9,637

Total 28,337
Among the nurses thus trained, the best nurses are 

selected as candidates for training as Head-nurses and are 
given a special course of one year at the Central Red Oruss 
Cross Hospital in Tokyo. The completion of this course 
qualified them to ser.vc as Head-nurses.

In 1938 and 1959, at the beginning of the Sino-Japanese 
Conflict, the Head-Nurses Course was suspended as the Head- 
nurses already qualified were sufficient to meet the need} 
all our energies were concentrated on preparing nursing 
personnel for service in field operations. However, with 
the extension of the Conflict, the special course for Head- 
nurses was reopened in 1940 and in 1944, two such courses 
were organized.

In the eight years 1940-1947, 340 Head-nurses were 
trained and with 483 who had completed the special course 
before 1940, the total number of Head-nurses of our 
Society as at October 1947 was 323.
After the War. With renewed emphasis being placed in our 
peace time program on the training of nursing personnel 
for service in our hospitals and in the various fields_ 
of health and hygiene in which the services of qualified 

nursing personnel is required, our nursing education programs 
have been extensively revised.
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In 1946, the Public Health and Welfare Section, SOAP, 
inaugurated the Central Demonstration School of Nursing 
with the Japanese Red Cross Central School of Nursing 
and the St. Lukes College of Nursing as cooperating 
agencies. Under the guidance of an American Nursing Edu
cation staff, assigned to the school by the Public Health 
and Welfare Section, the faculties of the two Japanese 
schools have combined to introduce a modern course of nurs
ing education. Since the inauguration of the project the 
Japanese Red Cross School of Nursing has been reincorporated 
as a college of nursing and now, with the St. Lukes College 
of Nursing, is one of the two duly accredited Colleges of 
Nursing in Japan. The Demonstration School is located iii 
the Red Cross College of Nursing and utilizes, the facilities 
of the Central Red Cross Hospital for its practise nursing. 
Standards of training and education demonstrated at the 
school are being closely observed and followed by our other 
Red Cross schools of nursing. Many improvements have thus 
been noted in our training programs for clinical, public 
health and school nurses and in the course for midwifery.

Of significance to the nursing profession was our 
appointment in 194? of a qualified Red Cross nurse as the 
chief of Nursin^ Education on our National staff. Her 
appointment marks the first time that a nurse has been 
given the administrative responsibility for the professional 
direction of our Nursing Education program, including at 
present 31 schools of nursing.

The constant interest and assistance of the Nursing 
Affairs Division of the Public Health and Welfare Section 
of SCAP and the active assignment of an American Red Cross 
Consultant on Nursing Services have been positive aids 
to our Chief of Nursing Educati. on and our Headquarters and 
Chapter officials in developing and extending our Nursing 
Education programs.

2, School Nurses
In consideration of the importance of children's care, 

our Society took up in March 1944 organized training courses 
of School Nurses in the 14 selected Training Schools for 
Nurses of Local Chapters, where the training of ordinary nurses 
was being executed. Since then, the number of these schools 
gradually increased until in 1947 28 were offering such 
courses. The number of School Nurses trained is 10,549, of whom 
771 are now employed in primary schools,
124 in secondary schools, and they are offering precious 
assistance to the school hygiene ansi children's care.

3. Health Nurses
To meet the demand for Health Nurses to be engaged in 

activities for the promotion of people's health and social
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hygiene, public health training program was inaugurated in 
September. 25, 1944. By March 1947, 16 Red Cross schools of 
nursing were offering such a training course and 1,462 Public 
Health Nurses have graduated.
4. Midwives

About 150 midwives arc trained every year in the Central 
Maternity Hospital in Tokyo and in Midwives Training Centers 
attached to Local Chapters. The total of such training centers 
numbers 14, and the graduates number 2,456.
5. List of Medical Relief Personnel and Establishments

Following is the list of medical relief personnel and 
establishments operated by our Headquarters and Local Chapters 
of our Society for carrying out the above-mentioned peace-time- 
activities (as at July 1947):

Relief Personnel or Establishments Number
Doctors 520
Pharmacists 176
Nurses 54,957 ■
Health Nurses 1,462
Social Nurses 48
Midwives 2,456
School Nurses 5,716
Nurses selected, for the study 
of foreign languages 14
life Savers 270
Hospitals 49
Clinics 57
Sanatoria for Tuberculosis Patients 9
Maternity Hospitals 5
Maternity Homes 15
Travelling Clinics 540
Disinfecting Station 1
Training Schools for Nurses 51
Training Centers for Health Nurses 16 1
Training Centers for Midwives 14 x
Training Centers for School Nurses 28 x
Summer Schools for Children 9
Children’s Health Consultation Centers 9Seaside School 1

1Nursery
Places equipped with medical 
supplies of first aid 5,515
First Aid Posts on highways 7

x Included in the 51 Training Schools for Nurses.
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Chapter IV.
Red Cross Volunteer Service Group

The Ladies* Volunteer Nursing Association consisting 
1945) of 114,052 in membership, was organized in 1889 

(sixty years ago) by those lady members of the Japanese Red 
Cross under an Imperial Princess as its President and assisted 
the Society by making campaigns for spreading the objectives 
and. principles of the Red Cross on one hand and rendering 
relief services on the other both in tine of war and peace.

Nevertheless, this institution had not been suffi
ciently popularized and, therefore, it had to be dissolved 
right after the Pacific War and a new "Red Cross Volunteer 
Service" Program is under way to icc-ep abreast of the tine 
in far much wider scope.

Invaluable assistance in planning this important pro
gram has been given by the American Red Cross Consultants 
under the suporvion of Public Health and Welfare Section,
SCAP, and a conference of all the delegates from local 
chapter at the National Headquarters was held on the 16th 
of April 1947 to deliberate on the Blatter of the organiza
tion of a volunteer services program.

While this activity has been in progress, the Government 
enacted the National Disaster Relief Law which went into effect 
from the 20th of October 1947 and, as a natter of course,"the 
program to be carried out by the Rod Cross Volunteer Service 
Groups has, in consequence, had to be studied once again to 
meet the requirements of the law so enacted.

As a result, we have drawn up a new plan under which 
many kinds of volunteer services will be organized in order 
that they may work in peace time as well as in disasters.
In every city, town, and village throughout the whole count
ry and in every vocational community and in Universities will 
be established operating volunteer units which will act under 
the direction and guidance of Volunteer Service Committees 
set up in their respective communities. The Central Volunteer 
Service Committee created in the National Headquarters will 
take into consideration wishes and desires coming from the people- 
in relation to the Red Cross Volunteer Services and will act 
as planning and supervising board in order to give the most 
efficiency to this service.
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Chapter V.
Junior Red Cross

During the ten years from 1958 to 1947, notwithstand
ing many difficulties due to the war, the Japanese Junior 
Red Cross made every poss able effort to accomplish its es
sential mission, especially to develop international mutual 
aid and friendship through younger generation. Towards 
the end of the war, however, as the social situation in 
general was paralysed, it became difficult for the Junior 
Red Cross to be active in its work. Following is the summary 
of activities of our Junior Red Cross in the si to-n years.
1. Number of Groups and Memberships

Until 1945, there was a gradual upward trend in the 
number of the Japanese Junior Red Cross Groups and member
ships. As a result of the Pacific War, Japan has lost 
Korea, Formosa and Saghalin, so in 1945, a decrease in 
the number of groups showed 612, and. in the number of the 
memberships 255, 865. After 1945, an upward trend, though 
slight, has been shown in both numbers.

The figure of the Groups and memberships registered 
between 1938 and 1947 is shoon in the following table.

Year Number
of
Junior 
Reel 
Cross 
Groups 
(Ele
mentary s 
ociio'v. Is;

Number
of
Junior
Red
Cross
Groups
(Sec-
ondary
Schools)

Total Number of 
Junior 
Red Cross 
Member
ships 
(Elemen
tary 
Schools)

Number of 
Junior 
Red Cross 
Member
ships 
(Secondary 
Schools)

Total

1938 8,953 730 9,683 3,363,848 88,811 3,455,659
19w9 9,113 990 10,103 3,422,841 120,441 3,545,682
1940 9,363 1,128 10,496 3,512,669 154,084 3,636,753
1941 8,445 1,146 10,591 3,546,236 161,439 3,707,675
1942 9,510 1,150 10,660 3,577,357 163,843 3;741,200
1943 9,530 1,159 10,689 o} t) ol % o 167,897 5,799,180
1944 9,473 1,164 10,637 5,643,794 170,647 5,814,6=41
1945 8,858 1,167 10,025 3,389,929 172,477 0,56b,406
1946 9,142 1,181 10,323 3,502,418 177,212 0 ,679,630
1947

_______
4,572 657 5,229 1.859,306 ... ' 66,410 1,925,735

xThe drop in 1947 enrollment is primarily due to the inaugura
tion of a new Junior Red Cross enrollment plan.
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2. Peace Time Activities
A. Memorial Work in Commemoration °f the Celebration 

of the Birth of the Crown Prince
More than 3,000,000 members of the Japanese Junior 

Red Cross presentee to the Crown Prince a screen with 
Japanese drawings, a Junior Red Cross flag, an alcove 
ornament and an album of pictures showing various acti
vities of the Junior Rea Cross in commemoration of the 
celebration of the birthday of the Crown Prince, the - 
23rd of December 1935.

B. Exchange of the International School Correspondence 
and Goodwill Presents
The exchange of the correspondence placed our Junior 

Red Cross at the third place in the world list, follow
ing the U.S.A. and Canada.

Especially the exchange of portfolios and other 
children’s handiworks with friends in the U.S.A., Canada, 
Germany, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Poland etc. showed par
ticularly remarkable progress in number and quantity. 
Further, between our Junior Red Cross Groups and those 
of the U.S.A. ^hristmas or hew Year's Presents were ex
changed every year. Even durim_ the war, school-sup
plies, school children's handiwork and some other 
presents have been sent with letters of goodwill to 
children in Oriental countries such as China, Siam and 
French Indochina.

Following is the table showing despatch and receipt 
of international school vnn respondent, e and other 
presents for six years from 1.938 until 194a:



Year Despatch Receipt

Number
of
Fellow 
Count- 
ri es

Note

1938 759 91+3 32 Christmas Presents;
Despatch: 1,372 Receipt: l,87l+

1939 1+83 697 26 Christmas Pr^s^nts:
Despatch: 628 Receipt: 880

19J4O 361 301+ 19 Christmas Presents:
Despatch: 31 Receipt: _0

!! 13,1+21 — Despatch of children's handiwork 
sr‘nt to China, (for good-will)

191+1 108 193 10

f t 2,108 — Despatch of children's handiwork 
sent to China, (for good-will)

191+2 131cas°s Despatch of children's handiwork 
to îain and Indo-China for good- 
will. One case contains about 
10-100 articles.

19i+3 8 ,221+ Despatch of children's handiwork 
to Siam, Indo-China, Manchuria, 
China and Mongolia.
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C. Circulation of "Red Cross Reader"
"The Reel Cross Reader," edited by the League of Red 

Cross Societies in collaboration with the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross, was translated into Japanese by our 
Society and more than 100,000 copies were sent gratis to 
primary or secondary schools, libraries and other organizations 
and individuals concerned.
D. Disaster Relief

The relief works of the Junior Rod Cross were carried on 
with tiie funds which the members earned or saved spontaneously 
by themselves.

The following is the list of the Junior Red Cross disaster 
relief works reported to our Society since 1938.

Year Number of 
Disasters 
to which 
relief 
works were 
conducted

|
Total Sum ;
expended

:

Quantity
of
relief
goods
received

Consolatory
Letters

1938 7 ¥8,313.65 6,140
1939 7 3,829.01 24,599 13,900
1940 2■ 18,326.60
1941

•

1 2,637.08
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946 ;

1947 1

Total 17 33,106.29 30,733
i

13,900

E. Official Commendation given by the Junior Red Cross
In accordance with regulations governing the commendation, 

our Junior Red Crass has awarded tle.se groups that realized
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remarkable results, those members oho set a good example for 
other members or save human lives, or those leaders of groups 
who obtained satisfactory results at their posts.

Official commendations since 1908 are shown in the 
following table:

Year Number of 
groups 
awarded 
certifi
cates of 
merit

~ ~ . . . . . . .  '  r  '  - - - - - - - - - - j

Number of 
groups 
awarded 
good-con
duct certi
ficates

Number of 
groups 
awarded 
special 
conduct 
certifi
cates

Number of 
group 
heads 
awarded 
certifi
cates of 
merit

1338 1 2 2 13
1959 4 1 1 3
1940 6 85 24
1941 1 2 4 7 25
1942
1943 8 1 1 6 8

1944 12 4
1945
Total 38 118 65 56

Remarks: The award system was abolished in 1946.

F, Short Courses for Leaders of the Junior Red Cross
After the end of the war, the trainings and drills 

of the Junior Rod Cross leaders was highly intensified to 
further the Junior Red Cross Movement and the method of 
training has undergone a complete transformation.

It has been imperative for the training to study and 
discuss-the movement among the members themselves. Our 
Society held three short courses in 1947. Such courses will 
be held in every Local Chapter now and then.

The following table shows the courses of the Junior Red 
Cross held since 1958.
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YEAR NUMBER OF 
COURSES

NUMBER OF 
AUDIENCE

1938 1 227
1939 1 328
1940 1 338
1941 1 100
1942 o 425
1943 2 396
1944 1 250
1945 1 250
1946 2 349
1947 3 287

Total 15 2,928

Activities
A. Contribution of Patients Transport Planes to the 

Artsy and Navy
At the outbreak of the Sine-Japanese Conflict there 

had been a suggestion among the members of the groups to 
raise funds to contribute patients transport planes to 
the Army and Navy, and our Society had received ¥71,080.90 
sent from the groups of the '»hole country, and contributed 
it to the A my and Navy for patients transport planes—  
¥36,876.87 to the A m y  and ¥34,925.03 to the Navy.

The funds enabled the A m y  and the Navy to procure 
respectively in 1S58 and in 1940 a patients transport 
plane.
B. Comforts for Officers and Soldiers and Members of 

Relief Units at the Front
Junior Red Cross Groups sent at their own will their 

conforts in the form of money, goods, letters, drawings, 
writings, etc. to console officers and soldiers, war cor
respondents and members of relief units and field-post
offices at the front.



The following table shows these comforts.
Year Officers and 

Soldiers
Members of 
Fielief Units

War Corres
pondents

!
Member of
Field-Post-,
Offices

1938 Money: ¥2,04;c.69 
Goods: 199,944

Money: ¥136.22 
Goods: 9,086 Goods: 1,686 j

1959
1940 Money: ¥373.98 

Goods: 22,280 Goods: 495 Goods: 1,546
1941 Money: ¥163.49 

Goods: 7,270 Goods: 5,937 Goods: 500
1942 ____ __ .

1943 Goous: 300,000^
Tïi

ÎÎote (l) These consist chiefly of letters of consola
tion, drawings and writings.

C. Activities of the Junior Red Cross Groups
in the Provinces
From 1943, as the ..nr became fierce and especially 

the air-raids over Japan proper got intense, members of 
the Junior Red Cross Groups in urban districts were dis
persed owing to the forced evacuation or their suffering 
from bombing and these Groups ceased practically to exist.

As to the Groups in the provinces, they devoted them
selves to such war-time activities as follows:

a. Consolations for officers, soldiers and relief 
personnel in the front

b. Consolations and helps for remaining families
c. Consolations for children orphaned by the war 

or victim of war disasters
d. Promotion of friendship between the evacuated 

pupils and the members of local Groups
e. Co-operation with the Movement of promoting 

foods production such as Reclamation of waste 
lands, Collection of wooo:c-n-ashes, Gathering 
of wild f OvjC.s



f. Co-operation with the Resources Protection Movement 
such as Collection ana renovation of useless articles, 
Gathering of wild resources

g. Co-operation with the Promotion of savings
h. Helps for Health and relief work in time of air-raids
i. Various Labour Services

4. Japanese Junior Red Cross After the End of the War
The reorganization of the Junior Red Cruss program was 

immediately undertaken following the end of the war and by this 
time a completely revised program has been approved by the 
Public Health and Welfare and the Civilian Information and 
Education Sections of SCAP for the reestablishment of Junior 
Red Cross as an in-school program. The new program picks up 
where the pre-war Junior Red Cross program left off, but moreover 
incorporates the modern concept that the Junior Red Cross program 
must serve as a contributing factor in vitalising learning in 
the schools and in making the principles of Junior Red Cross fun
ction in the daily lives of the children in the home and in the 
community. The now program has boon developed in close liaison 
with the Education Ministry and the American Education and 
Welfare officials of SCAP. The constant advice and assistance 
of the American Red Cross Consultant on Junior Red Cross Services 
assigned through the Public Health and Welfare Section, SCAP, 
has been a great servioe to our Headquarters and Chap ter staffs 
during this period.

The principal steps in the reorganization of Junior Red 
Cross accomplished to date are:

a. A revised Handbook on Junior Red Cross has been 
completed for dissemination throughout the schools of 
Japan setting forth the new program.

b. A revised enrollment procedure has been introduced and will 
bo'in universal use by the Fall term 1948.

c. International School Correspondence procedures have been 
revised and released and a limited exchange of albums 
already started with American schools.
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Chapter VI.
Red Cross Museum

The Red Cross Museum was established in the compound of 
the National Headquarters in 19n6 in commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the foundation of our Society, with the purpose 
of disseminating and promoting the Red Cross spirit and develop
ing the knowledge on health and hygiene as veil as social 
welfare. Services of the Museum are summed up in following items.
1. Exhibition of Materials

Some of the exhibition-rooms of the main building are 
destined for the exhibition of hygienic materials and others 
for materials concerning the Red Cross activities.

The number of the visitors has increased year after year 
and in 1946 it amounted to 82,408.
2. Perusal of Books

The library contains many books on health and hygiene, 
medical science as well as social welfare, and is open to the 
public free of admission fee. Although it was temporarily 
closed during the- war, it has been reopened and the number 
of the visitors has increased lately.
3. Lecture Meeting and Others

The Red Cross Museum has often held 
short courses, stage performances, movies 
meetings concerning the Rod Cross spirit

lecture meetings,
, health consultation 
as well as health and

hygieno and social welfare.
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The following table shows the situation of these activities 
between 1938 ana 1947.

Year Lec
ture
Meet
ings

Short
Courses

Stage
Per
form-
ance

Movie Health
Con
sulta
tions

-.—  —  - 1 ·> > 1

Total

1958 2 10 2 4 18
1939 8 7 15
1940 4 8 12
1941 4 15 19
1942 21 2 23
1943 3 6 15 24
1944 1 1 2
1945 1 2 o

1946 4 1 5
1947 30 5 35

Total 70 4 33 37 12 15 6

4. Special Exhibition
The following table shows the main special exhibitions 

held in the Museum from January 1938 until 1947,
THE NAME OF EXHIBITIOhS DATE AND TEEM

People’s Physical Health May-June 1938
Betterment Exhibition

School Children’s Nourishment May-June 1939
Exhibition

Eye Scientific Exhibition
Retrospective Exhibition 

on Japan's Hygiene
War-time Foods Exhibition
People's Clothing Exhibition

May 1940 
Oct.-H0v. 1940

. April-May 1941 
April-May 1942
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THE NAME OF EXHIBITIONS

First Aid Exhibitio: Feb►-April 1943

Malnutrit ion Exhibítion
Edible Herbs Exhibition May 1944

Nov.1945-Feb.1946
Eationalizeu Daily Focus 

Exhibition
Oct.-Dec. 1946

Venereal Disease Prevention 
Exhibition

May-June 1947

Present Nutrition Exhibition Oct. 1947
During those exhibitions, lectures, radio broadcast, 

stage performances, temporary health consultation meetings 
were hold, and pamphlets containing photographs and outlines

5. Lending of Exhibits
Our museum possesses the materials on hygiene and the

exhibitions or expositions.
These materials consist of articles shown in the special 

exhibitions sponsored by the National Headquarters as well as 
reproductions of those exhibited in the museum.

In 1941, 50 applications for release were filled showing 
record-breaking figures for the last 10 years and visitors to 
these exhibitions in that year t.tailed over ¿,257,000.
6. Auditorium

The auditorium of the museum can e rented for lectures 
on sciences or courses in any scientific subject to the 
public and private organizations as well as individuals, i± 
applied for. Of late, owing to building shortages, the applic 
tiens for use of the auditorium have gradually increased ana 
amounted in 1947 to 2o8 and the attendance totalled 92,000.

The End


