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I
PREFACE

The following report on the activities of the Danish Red Cross in 
the decade 1938—i.948 comprises in all essentials a war period as 
well as a post-war period. The Danish Red Cross has fully realized 
its responsibility and obligations in conformity with the international 
conventions and as a member of the international Red Cross com
munity. It is our hope that we have to some extent fulfilled what was 
expected from us.

However strange it may sound, a state of war and its consequences 
mean growth to Red Cross society. The development of the Danish 
Red Cross in the war and post-war period has been enormous. During 
the war our budget increased tenfold, from abt. % million Kr. to abt. 
5 million Kr. a year. During the first 3 years of the post-war period 
the budget increased to abt. 35 million Kr. a year on an average, i. e. 
a sevenfold increase of the war-time budget.



This has only been possible due to a close and satisfactory coope
ration with Government and Parliament, but at the same time with 
complete independence of the State. This state of affairs will be 
maintained also in the future.

The purposes of the relief activities of the Danish Red Cross during 
the past years have been to meet the imminent needs caused by the 
war, and —  as regards the anti-tuberculosis campaign — to check one 
of the severest scourges threatening Europe, rightly called “Europe’s 
white plague” .

Wherever the Danish Red Cross has carried out its relief work a 
cooperation as close as possible has been established with the re
spective National Societies and local authorities. The Danish Red 
Cross has everywhere been met with the greatest kindness and good
will, and we therefore look back with gratitude to the said coo
peration.

The experiences made by the Danish Red Cross in the decade under 
review are:

Within the Danish frontiers: the need of a bigger and better first- 
aid organisation, a larger Junior Red Cross, and extended health and 
social activities — abroad: the need of ever increasing personal con
tacts with the International Red Cross Committee, the League of Red 
Cross Societies, and the individual National Societies, in order that 
together we may not only be ready if new international conflicts 
should occur, but, as a world organisation, also make our contribution 
to the maintenance of peace. Thus we have great expectations in the 
cultural relief work, proposed by the Danish Red Cross, and hope that 
in the future this will prove to be one of the instruments bringing 
about a realisation of the Red Cross spirit and idea among the nations.

Copenhagen, 20th July, 1948.
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The activities of the Danish Red Cross in the decade since the 
XVIth International Red Cross Conference in 1938 are characterised 
by the Great War 1939— 1945 and by the post-war activities.

In the following a report is given on the said activities, which re
port is divided into 3 parts:

I. Organisation of the Danish Red Cross and its domestic activities 
in the decade 1938— 1948.

II. Relief activities of the Danish Red Cross in the war period 1939— 
1945.

III. Relief activities of the Danish Red Cross since the German 
capitulation.

I. Organisation of the Danish Red Cross 
and its Domestic Activities in the Decade 1938-1948.

A . O R G A N IS A T IO N  O F  T H E  D A N IS H  R E D  C R O S S .

The Danish Red Cross, which was founded on April 27, 1876, and 
recognised by the Danish Government on June 26 of the same year, 
has the honour to have as its Protector His Majesty King Frederik IX, 
who took over the office in 1947 after the death of his father, His 
Majesty King Christian X. As Crown Prince His Majesty King Frederik 
was Honorary President of the Danish Red Cross, which office was 
taken over by the Queen Mother, Her Majesty Queen Alexandrine.

1) Central ̂ Administration of the Danish Red Cross.
The highest authority of the Danish Red Cross is the General 

Assembly which convenes every two years.
The activities of the Danish Red Cross are directed by the 

Central Committee, the number of members of which depends on 
the number of members of the Danish Red Cross as a whole. As, 
however, the number of members of the Danish Red Cross 
increased considerably in the period under review the number 
of members of the Central Committee was limited by an amend
ment of the Danish Red Cross statutes in 1943.

In 1938 no close contact existed between the Central Committee 
and the chapters, for which reason the work was characterised 
by a certain inertness. The structure has therefore been altered 
to the effect that the country has been divided into 6 areas, each of 
which has its own area committee, the purpose of which is to 
help the central administration in conveying initiative to the 
chapters and branches of the respective areas.



The Central Committee may have up to 52 members, viz.:
The President 
6 area committee chairmen
36 members selected by the area committees and elected 

by the General Assembly
Up to 9 members elected by the General Assembly with a 

special view to their particular knowledge either of 
the activities of the Red Cross or of the fields of the 
Danish community in which the Danish Red Cross 
works.

The President is elected by the Central Committee, outside their 
own number. The President holds office for 4 years and may 
be re-elected. The President is elected with a view to his parti
cular social and humanitarian experiences and achievements. 
The area committee chairmen and the 36 members elected at the 
area committee meetings, held every other year, are also elected 
for a 4-year-period, i. e. half the group is retiring every two 
years.

In questions of special importance the Central Committee may 
request authorities or organisations to nominate representatives 
whom the Central Committee can call upon for consultations. 
Thus the surgeons general of the Army and Navy and directors 
of important voluntary defence organisations are connected with 
the administration of the Danish Red Cross.

Imminent fundamental questions may be decided upon by the 
Presidency, i. e. the President and 2 Vice-Presidents, such deci
sions to be put before the Executive Committee at its next 
meeting.

The Executive Officers are in charge of the daily work. The 
Chief Executive Officer is the President, who is also acting Di
rector General. The President is assisted by a Vice-Director 
General and the directors of the various services.

2) Structure of the Danish Red Cross.
Denmark is devided into 6 Red Cross areas. The areas are 

divided into chapters, which again are divided into branches. 
Within the set-up of the chapters and branches we find first-aid 
corps and Junior Red Cross sections.

a. Chapters and Branches.
In 1938 the Danish Red Cross had 74 chapters — of which 12 

were the so-called „ladies committees“ —- with a membership 
figure of abt. 35,000.

In 1948 there were 105 chapters including 1 in the Faroe Is
lands and 1 in Greenland. The 105 chapters are divided into abt. 
550 branches.

At the beginning of 1948 the membership figure had risen to 
abt. 131,000, i. e. nearly four times the number of members in 
1938, and the number is still increasing. Any Danish man and
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woman of an unblemished reputation may become a member of 
the Danish Red Cross.

In 1947 the 12 “ladies committees” were changed into chapters 
for administrative purposes, and Her Majesty Queen Alexandrine, 
who was the Protectress of the “ladies committees” , took over 
the high office as Honorary President of the Danish Red Cross.

b. First-Aid Corps.
In 1939 the Danish Red Cross had 78 first-aid units and 35 

first-aid-columns with 5,000 active volunteers.
When war broke out in 1939 the number of members increased 

considerably, and during the war the number of first-aid units 
and columns reached its peak of 356 with a membership of 18,000 
volunteers. After the war the number of members has decreased 
to abt. 12,000.

The enormous expansion during the war broke the former 
structure of organisation, and a First-Aid Council was set up 
as the supreme authority of the first-aiders. The said Council 
was composed of 3 representatives elected by the Central Com
mittee and 3 representatives elected by the first-aiders. Under 
the First-Aid Council 6 area committees were set up, correspond
ing to the 6 areas. The First-Aid Council has its own budget.

This set-up has been in operation for some years, but with 
a view to first-aid activities in case of disasters, war, or other 
troubles the future organisation of first-aid is now being con
sidered, and it has been agreed upon to abolish all first-aid 
columns before June, 1949, merging them with the first-aid units. 
Especially active members of the first-aid units may then form 
corps, which corps will form divisions, corresponding to the 
areas. The divisions will form a National Corps, directed by a 
National Corps Committee presided over by a National Corps 
Chief. The National Corps Commission will be a sub-commission 
of the First-Aid Council. It is the opinion that an organisation of 
this kind will allow an effective cooperation with the military 
and civil defence authorities.

c. Junior Red Cross.
The Danish Junior Red Cross is directed by a committee of 

6 members, 3 of whom are elected by the Central Committee of 
the Danish Red Cross, the remaining 3 by the group leaders 
of the Junior Red Cross. In 1938 there were 2,100 Junior Red 
Cross members —  in 1948: 4,000. In 1946 a reorganisation of 
the activities was agreed upon, a Junior Red Cross Secretary 
was appointed, and the Danish Junior Red Cross got its own 
office. Until 1948 the work was carried out by groups of juniors, 
forming a section of the chapters. Cooperation with the boy 
scouts and girl guides organisations has now been established, 
and an extensive cooperation with the schools is under preparat-
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ion, which activities will be handled by special sub-committeeS. 
The work of the junior sections is slowly expanding, which 
activity, however, is considered inferior to the cooperation with 
the schools.

3) Finances of the Danish Red Cross.
Normally the Danish Red Cross has no other income than funds 

accruing from
a) Subscription fees — each member pays at least 2 Kr. (=  Schw. 

Frcs. 1,79) per annum; members paying Kr. 100 become 
members for life.

b) State subsidy — Kr. 12,000 (=  Schw. Frcs. 10,740) per annum 
plus some financial support for the operation of the Danish 
Red Cross rehabilitation and convalescent hospital at Hald in 
Jutland.

c) Fund campaign —·
1) a Red Cross Day, held once a year, which on an average 

has yielded abt. 100,000 Kr. for the Central Administration 
and abt. 100,000 Kr. for the chapters and branches.

2) Bazaars, tombolas, etc., arranged in chapters and branches 
by first-aiders and Junior Red Cross members by which 
arrangements considerable funds have been secured.

For the financing of the war and post-war activities the Danish 
State has granted considerable amounts and, besides, collections 
of special character have taken place. The expenses for the 
relief work in the period 1939— 45 amounted to abt. 25 million 
Kr., and in the period 1945— 48 to abt. 100 million Kr.

The activities which the Danish Red Cross is planning for 
the future will require large sums of money for which reason it 
has been decided — instead of a Red Cross Day —  to arrange a 
Red Cross Week in 1949, modelled on the fund-raising methods 
of the American Red Cross.

B. D O M E S T IC  A C T IV IT IE S  O F  T H E  D A N IS H  R E D  C R O S S  IN  T H E  D E C A D E  1938-1948

The state of affairs in 1938 was fair, but the state of war and fresh 
initiative in the post-war period have caused a constant increase of 
the activities.

Similar to the structure of the organisation the activities of the 
Danish Red Cross can be divided into the 3 groups: chapters and 
branches, first-aid corps, and the Junior Red Cross, besides which 
there are certain special activities operated by the Central Admini
stration of the Danish Red Cross.

1) Chapters and Branches.
The activities of chapters and branches can be divided into 

2 groups:
a. Information and Education, comprising arrangement of courses 

and the spreading of knowledge of hygiene, first-aid, nursing of 
children, home nursing, and demonstrations of artificial respi
ration, besides which courses for juniors in first-aid, nursing of 
children, and home nursing.
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A few figures will demonstrate the development of these ac
tivities :

In 1938 267 courses of different kinds were held with abt. 5,500 
participants, in 1942: 563 courses with abt. 21,500 participants, 
i. e. double the number of courses and four times the number 
of participants.

In 1946 the curve had a downward trend; however, nearly 300 
courses and abt. 50 demonstrations of artificial respiration were 
arranged, and the interest in such courses seems to be increasing. 
In the period under review abt. 145,000 persons have attented 
these courses.

The available text books have been revised recently and are 
now up-to-date both as to text and appearance.

b. Relief and Social Work.
The most important activities in this field are:
Loan depots, of which there were 221 in 1938 and 275 in 1947; 

the number has not increased further due to difficulties in 
procuring the necessary materials.

Ambulant cribs lent to impecunious mothers against doctor’s 
requisition. In 1938 there were 393 such cribs, in 1946 there 
were 750; besides, about 225 layettes are distributed every year.

Housewives’ assistants who assist in homes where the house
wives are ill. This activity is comparatively new and only 
operated by a few chapters.

First-aid kits set up in schools and in other places where they 
are needed. In 1938 there were 600 of them, in 1946 800.

First-aid posts on the beaches. In 1937 they numbered 201, 
in 1942 215, in 1946 160. The decrease of the number of such 
posts is due to destructions during the occupation and difficulty 
in procuring the necessary materials for setting up new ones. 
When the situation as to materials improve the Danish Red Cross 
expects an increase of this activity. A new type of life-boat 
instead of the one formerly used will be gradually introduced.

Infant homes, day-nurseries, and kindergartens. Several chap
ters have contributed considerably in this field, and it seems as 
if the interest in these activities is on the increase.

Besides the above activities the chapters took part with great 
interest in the relief work carried out during the war and after 
with the object of mitigating the sufferings of Danish and foreign 
citizens both in Denmark and abroad, activities which are 
described in detail in Parts II and III of this report.

2) Activities of the First-Aid Corps.
In the 10-year-period under review the first-aid activities have 

been constantly increasing and will probably increase still 
further.

In the beginning of the period in question the principal ac
tivities of the first-aiders were: first-aid assistance in sports 
fields, on the beaches, and in similar places where many people 
were gathered.
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During the occupation thousands of Danish Red Cross first- 
aiders joined in the manning of first-aid posts, air-raid shelters, 
etc., of the civil defence. Thus it can be mentioned that in the 
turmoils following upon the capture of the Danish police by the 
occupation forces in 1944 the first-aiders all over the country 
manned many hundred first-aid posts in cooperation with the 
local doctors, and in the big towns they cooperated in the patrol 
service established by volunteers.

For fear of epidemics during and just after the war abt. 4,000 
female first-aiders were educated in fighting epidemics.

After the war cooperation with the Norwegian and Swedish 
first-aiders has been taken up through exchange visits, etc.

In the summers of 1946 and 1947 Red Cross first-aiders have 
been on duty on holiday trains bringing thousands of children 
from Copenhagen into the country; this activity has not been 
repeated in 1948.

3) Activities of
the Junior Red Cross.

Relief work, inter
national school cor
respondance, and 
first-aid activities
have been carried 
out by small junior 
sections. During 
the last two years 
the work has been 
reorganised to the 
effect of making the 
Danish youth Red 
Cross-minded to a 
great extent. Further
more, contacts have 
been established with as great a number of young people as 
possible in schools and boy scouts and girl guides organisations. 
Endeavours are made to have text books, published by the Danish 
Junior Red Cross, on hygiene, nursing, first-aid, safety-first, etc., 
introduced in the schools. Furthermore, endeavours are made for 
having a greater amount of work in connection with the inter
national school correspondence — in which program the Danish 
Junior Red Cross has been cooperating for abt. 25 years —  per
formed in the geography lessons, and for introducing into the 
manual training of woodwork and sowing the manufacture of 
articles to be given to poor children.

The boy scouts and girl guides organisations and the Danish 
„Roys Life Brigade“ have entered into an agreement with the 
Danish Red Cross as to instruction of first-aid and the use of a 
first-aid badge. These organisations comprise abt. 90,000 children 
and young people.
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4) Activities under the Direct Management of the Central 
Administration.

Besides the fundamental activities carried out by the chapters and 
branches, the first-aiders, and the Danish Junior Red Cross, the 
following activities are performed under the direct management of 
the Central Administration:

a. The Rehabilitation and Convalescent Hospital at Hald.
The hospital was set up on August 1, 1922, thus celebrating 

its 25 years’ anniversary on August 1, 1947. In the hospital 
45,000 patients with abt. 3 million days of illness have been 
treated, the patients suffering from rheumatic, nervous, heart, or 
gastric diseases, or from infantile paralysis.

During the war the hospital was partly occupied by the Ger
mans and considerably damaged. This brought the finances of 
the hospital out of balance, but the hope exists that the necessary 
funds for the operation of the hospital will soon be secured, so 
that the hospital can again be working for its original purposes.

b. Activities to the Benefit of Handicapped Persons.
At the end of the period under review the Danish Red Cross 

has taken up an activity, the purpose of which is to make 
physically and psychically partially handicapped persons able to 
take up again normal work. The Danish Red Cross has taken over 
the „Salix“ willow works, situated in the village of Naerum, north 
of Copenhagen, where the handicapped persons are trained, 
among other things, in wicker-work.

Denmark is estimated to have abt. 75,000 partially handicapped 
persons who receive very little assistance officially, for which 
reason the Danish Red Cross decided to help solve this question.

c. Special Social Activities.
Besides the setting up of infant homes, day-nurseries, and 

kindergartens, etc., the Danish Red Cross has at the end of the 
period under review established two recreation centres for 
overworked impecunious mothers with their children. One of 
these homes is „Gurrehus“ in North Zealand, the other is „Krag- 
lund“ near Hammel in the middle of Jutland. „Gurrehus“ is 
being operated by the Central Administration of the Danish Red 
Cross, whereas „Kraglund“ is being operated by the North Jutland 
Area Committee. Every year 1200 mothers and children will go 
to these centres for recreation. The centres have been opened in 
the summer of 1948.

Since 1948 a „Social Secretary“ with vocational training is in 
charge of the special social activities.

d. Danish Children Suffering from Asthma.
In 1946 the first team of Danish children suffering from asthma 

was sent to Norway. The children stayed at „Modum Bad“ which 
had been placed at the disposal of the Danish Red Cross by the
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Norwegian Red Cross in acknowledgement of the Danish help to 
Norway during the war. When „Modum Bad“ burnt down in 1946 
“Halmrastgaard” was placed at the disposal of the Danish Red 
Cross, and later on the Norwegian Red Cross through a nation
wide drive collected a considerable amount (abt. 400,000 Kr.) 
for the foundation of a permanent home for Danish children 
suffering from asthma, which is now being built near Kongsberg. 
The operation of this program is being directed and otherwise 
financed by the Danish Red Cross itself.

In return for assistance from the Norwegian Red Cross the 
Danish Red Cross is receiving Norwegian patients suffering from 
infantile paralysis for after-treatment at the rehabilitation and 
convalescent hospital at Hald; the first team of such patients 
arrived in the spring of 1948.

e. The Catastrophe Fund (First-Aid on Highways) was founded 
in 1932, and it has till now set up abt. 750 first-aid posts on 
highways, i. e. one for each 4 kilometres on the main roads. In 
1947 the Catastrophe Fund was affiliated to the Danish Red 
Cross. It has its own economy and cooperates with the Inter
national Commission for First-Aid on Highways.

f. The Holger Nielsen Committee was founded in 1943 with the 
purpose of making internationally known the method of artificial 
respiration, introduced by Lieutenant-Colonel Holger Nielsen 
(former State Inspector of Athletics), which method has been re
cognised by the Danish authorities as being the best method. The 
Committee has arranged 2 courses for instructors and has 
published illustrated pamphlets on the Holger Nielsen method 
in the main languages. All National Red Cross Societies have 
received copies of this pamphlet.

g. The Blood-Donor Committee.
In cooperation with the blood-donor corps of the boy scouts 

and the Boys Life Brigade the Danish Red Cross has for many 
years secured blood-donors for the hospitals. Thus, in 1939, the 
Danish Red Cross secured abt. 30,000 blood-donors for the 
medical corps of the Army and for the Civil Defence. The appeal 
set forth at the Meeting of the Board of Governors in Oxford in 
1946 has been complied with by the Danish Red Cross, a Blood- 
Donor Committee, which is working on the future program in 
this field, having been set up. The Central Committee of the 
Danish Red Cross has granted 100,000 Kr. for the start of the 
Blood-Donor Service and a program, particularly with a view to 
the setting up of blood-banks at the central hospitals, will prob
ably be started in 1948.

h. Greenland.
In 1946 a special Greenland Committee was founded, at the 

disposal of which the Central Committee of the Danish Red Cross 
placed Kr. 100,000 to be used mainly by the medical officers in 
Greenland. Furthermore, books, newspapers, periodicals, toys, 
and games were sent to Greenland in 1947. In the same year a
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chapter was set up in Greenland with its headquarters in Godt- 
haab, and a book on first-aid was published in Greenlandish and 
Danish, so that the Greenlanders can now receive instruction on 
first-aid.

i. “Danish Health Service" in South Schleswig.
As of May 1, 1948, the Danish Red Cross has taken over the 

„Danish Health Service“ in South Schleswig, comprising a hospital 
with a medical ward, and a ward for children’s diseases, each 
with an ambulatorium; moreover a ward for tubercular diseases 
will be opened on September 1, which will also carry out mass 
TB examinations in South Schleswig. The three wards will have 
abt. 200 beds. Furthermore, the “Danish Health Service“ operates 
abt. 20 public health nursing centres.

In the near future a dental clinic will be set up for the dental 
treatment of school-children.

The staff numbers abt. 180 persons, abt. 50 of whom are Danish 
citizens, the remaining number being domiciled south of the 
border. 13 doctors and abt. 60 nurses, public health nurses, and 
student nurses are employed.

The “Danish Health Service” is operated by the Danish Red 
Cross with financial aid from the State, the budget for the finan
cial year 1948/49 being abt. 2 million Kr.

The rehabilitation and convalescent hospital at Hald

The Danish Red Cross publishes a monthly periodical, to which 
a vocationally trained editor has been appointed in 1947.

To assist the area chairmen and for the purpose of intensifying 
the Red Cross activities all over the country the use of field 
representatives was introduced in 1948. To begin with 2 field 
representatives will be at work, besides which the chapters are 
assisted by the Director of the Office for Domestic Services, the 
Social Secretary, and the Junior Red Cross Secretary.
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In 1947 and 1948 a number of leading Danish Cross workers have 
benefited from invitations extended by the American Red Cross to 
spend some time in the U. S. A. studying the A. R. C. organisation. 
Likewise a D. R. C. representative has had the opportunity to pay a 
study visit to the League of Red Cross Societies.

In 1946 the President of the Danish Red Cross set up a Committee 
of top officials — humanitarian, political, and from the State Admini
stration — which was given the task of making a report on the peace
time activities of the Danish Red Cross. The report was finished in 
1948 and was approved by the Central Committee as basis of future 
peace-time activities. The report is divided into 3 parts:
1) Report of Sub-Committee on Social Activities.
2) Report of Sub-Committee on First-Aid and Health Activities, 

which report included cooperation with the Army, the Navy, the 
Home Guard Associations, and the Civil Defence.

3) Report of Sub-Committee on Information and Publicity, the Board 
of Governors having recommended at its meeting at Oxford in 
1946 that National Societies take up activities with the aim of 
spreading the Red Cross ideas.

As regards the future cooperation between the Danish Red Cross 
and the armed forces it can be mentioned that fundamental agreements 
are at present being made for the cooperation in the sanitary field 
with the Army and Navy, the Home Guard Associations, and the Civil 
Defence.

II. Relief Activities of the Danish Red Cross 
in the War Period 1939-1945.

In the late summer of 1939 the International Red Cross Committee 
in Geneva asked His Royal Highness Prince Carl of Sweden, who was 
then President of the Swedish Red Cross, to point out the Scandinav
ian country best suited for the domicile of an office for relief to 
prisoners of war, the purpose of which should be to take care of the 
exchange of correspondence between prisoners of war and their next- 
of-kin. The said office should be in charge of the relations between 
Germany and Poland.

Prince Carl took up negotiations with the Danish Red Cross, and 
on November 30, 1939, the „Danish Red Cross Bureau for External 
Affairs and War Relief“ was set up.

The former Crown Prince, now His Majesty King Frederik IX of 
Denmark, was Honorary President of this Bureau, which was housed 
in „The Yellow Palace“ at 18, Amaliegade, Copenhagen.

Relief to Finland.
On the day the Bureau started its activities, the first Finno-Russian 

war broke out. Many different organisations wanted —  each in its

15



P
it

s

16



own way — to contribute to the relief to Finland, for which reason 
the Danish Red Cross and the Society „Norden“ took the initiative to 
start the organisation „Relief to Finland“ , coordinating the relief 
work of all the different organisations. The Danish Red Cross under
took the war relief proper: i. e. the dispatch of ambulances, doctors, 
nurses, different kinds of assistance to war invalids. The relief through 
the Danish Red Cross thus comprised a field hospital with 200 beds 
and a personnel numbering 123, besides which 300 tons of clothes.

When the second Finno-Russian war broke out the Danish Red 
Cross sent doctors, nurses, an ambulant serum laboratory, 2 ambu
lance planes, and medicines to Finland. The cost of the total contri
bution during the two wars amounted to 4% million Kroner.

Red Cross Messages and Inquiries — Tracing Bureau.
When the Danish Red Cross started its „Bureau for External Affairs 

and War Relief“ on November 30, 1939, the postal communications 
between the belligerent countries had been interrupted, which — just 
as during the Great War 1914— 18 — resulted in numerous appli
cations to the Danish Red Cross for assistance in dispatching letters 
and telegrams to relatives and friends. Simultaneously applications 
were received for inquiries for persons of whom nothing had been 
heard for a long time. Especially after April 9, 1940 —  the day on 
which Denmark was invaded — these activities increased considerably. 
The statistics show that in the period November 30, 1939 — June 30, 
1945 the Danish Red Cross dispatched abt. 250,000 Red Cross message 
forms and received abt. 190,000, more than 10,000 telegrams were 
dispatched and abt. 6,000 were received. Furthermore, 9,000 inquiries 
for missing persons were made abroad and 3,000 in Denmark.

The contact with foreign countries was maintained partly through 
the International Red Cross in Geneva, partly through the Swedish 
Red Cross, until the Germans prohibited this procedure, and partly 
through the German Red Cross direct to the areas occupied by Ger
many.

The Danish Red Cross under the Occupation.
When Denmark and Norway were occupied by the Germans on 

April 9, 1940, the Danish Red Cross feared that it would be necessary 
to stop all relief work, at any rate abroad, but strangely enough the 
Danish Red Cross was able to carry on its work practically unob
structed until Denmark’s liberation on May 5, 1945.

Besides the aforesaid activities the Danish Red Cross relief work 
during the war years comprised the activities mentioned below:

Red Cross Gift Packages to Prisoners of War and Civil Internees.
Based on experiences from the first world war the Danish Red 

Cross realised that the question of assisting prisoners-of war and 
other persons interned due to a state of war would arise shortly after 
the outbreak of hostilities.
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From the beginning of 1940 gift packages were sent regularly to 
prisoner of war camps, but nearly one year passed before this work 
was actually progressing. The quota for which export licence was 
obtained from the Danish authorities was, however, rather small as 
compared to the number of prisoners of war, the said quota comprising 
only abt. 1000 gift packages a month. During the last 18 months of 
the war the quota was increased to abt. 2000 packages a month.

Besides the regular food packages 200 packages were dispatched 
each month containing caramels, sweets, honey loaflets, oatmeal cakes, 
and malted milk powder. These packages were dispatched to prisoners 
of war in German hands.

In cases where packages had to be sent over long distances packages 
of foodstuffs of a particular keeping quality were dispatched. This 
applies to abt. 2000 packages to prisoners of war outside of Germany.

Besides gift packages books, games, tooth brushes, musical instru
ments, medicines, etc. were dispatched, amounting to a total of abt.
107.000 individual packages and abt. 90,000 books. The value of the 
individual packages is estimated at 1.2 million Kroner.

In addition to the individual packages collective consignments have 
been dispatched, comprising as different goods as milk powder, 
cheese, marmalade, split cod, peas, oatmeal, sausages, bacon, ovaltine, 
etc. Until the end of April, 1945, abt. 200 tons of such collective 
consignments had been dispatched.

Assistance to Danish Citizens Abroad.
This activity was started shortly after the setting up of the „Bureau 

for External Affairs and War Relief“ , and from 1941 it increased 
considerably in scope. During the war Danes in France, Holland, 
Belgium, Norway, Finland, Greece, and Germany received assistance 
by way of monthly gift packages from the Danish Red Cross. The 
number of gift packages dispatched until June 30, 1945 was abt.
195.000 corresponding to an amount of abt. 3.5 million Kroner.

Relief to War-Stricken Civilian Populations.
Besides the considerable aid to Finland during the two Finno- 

Russian wars aid has been extended to:
1) The Baltic countries, where considerable quantities of clothes 

and, in 1942, 3 ambulances were sent, one for each of the three 
countries, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

2) Polish refugees.
3) Greek children.
4) Belgian citizens.
5) Dutch citizens.

The relief action for Polish refugees was carried out in 1939 and 
at the beginning of 1940 when a great many Poles fled to Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania. This action comprised relief not only in the 
shape of money, but also in the shape of considerable quantities of 
clothing.
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The relief to Greek children and Belgian and Dutch citizens (both 
adults and children) consisted mainly of foodstuffs for which it was 
considered possible by the Danish Government to grant export 
licences. The most important foodstuffs sent to these groups of 
citizens were oatmeal, cheese, bacon, milk powder, ovaltine, and 
different kinds of medicines, among others insuline.

Relief to Norway.
Of the relief activities of the Danish Red Cross to the benefit of 

other countries the relief to Norway was of a special character. When 
reviewing this relief work one must take into consideration the 
background of the food situation in Norway and Denmark and the 
fact that Norway was at war with Germany, while Denmark was an 
occupied country with the possibilities —  through negotiations with 
the German authorities — to be allowed to help.

The first relief action to the benefit of Norwegian prisoners took 
place in August, 1942, when the Germans began to transfer such 
prisoners to Germany, and the relief work was continued until March, 
1945, when it became impossible to continue due to the progress of 
the war. The number of gift packages dispatched in the said period 
was 78,000 at a total value of 1.7 million Kroner. Like in other cases, 
the means for the Danish relief work in Norway were procured 
through sponsorships and from Danish circles, feeling particularly 
attached to the sister nation, and — when the Norwegian police was 
arrested and deported to the Stutthoff camp near Danzig — from the 
Danish police.

The Danish Red Cross relief also comprised the Norwegian students 
and Norwegian women who had been transferred to concentration 
camps.

When Norwegian infant homes were in distress foodstuffs at a value 
of 180,000 Kr. were sent to them, and when for a period hospitals 
and hospital equipment were scarce in Norway the Danish Red Cross 
tried to meet this need by sending a field hospital with 150 beds.

Relief to Danish Internees.
On August 29, 1943, the Danish army and navy were dissolved by 

the Germans, and all the officers were interned in Denmark. The 
Danish Red Cross at once took the initiative to help the internees, 
obtaining preferential treatment for them as to supplies of different 
kinds, correspondence, etc. In order to meet the imminent need of 
the surviving families of those killed or wounded during the hostilities 
the Danish Red Cross collected 155,000 Kroner.

In October, 1943, Danish Jews were arrested and deported to 
Theresienstadt north of Prague; at the same time a number of the 
Danish Communists who at the outbreak of the German-Russian war 
in June, 1941, had been interned in a camp in North Zealand, were 
transferred to the Stutthoff camp near Danzig. Comprehensive mea
sures were immediately taken by the Danish Red Cross to the benefit 
of these people in distress.
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Until August, 1944, only clothes packages delivered to the Danish 
Red Cross by the relatives of the Jews were sent to Theresienstadt, 
but after an inspection of the Theresienstadt camp by representatives 
of the Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and others in 1944 the 
Danish Red Cross was charged with the dispatch of foodstuffs 
and literature to the internees. To the Danish citizens transferred to 
the Stutthoff camp, on the other hand, the Danish Red Cross was able 
to start the dispatch of foodstuffs, clothes, etc., at once.

Whereas until the summer of 1944, relatively few Danes were trans
ferred to German prisons and concentration camps the situation 
changed in September, 1944, when the Danish police was carried by 
a coup-de-main and abt. 2,000 policemen were deported to the 
Buchenwald camp in Germany; at the same time a number of Danish 
citizens who had been imprisoned in Danish prisons or the concen
tration camp at Froeslev near Padborg in South Jutland were deported 
to different German prisons and concentration camps. These 
deportations were continued until the middle of February, 1945. In 
March, 1945, Count Bernaclotte had succeeded in his efforts to rescue 
civilian internees, and all Danish and Norwegian internees still alive 
were brought back. The greater part of the Danes had to proceed to 
Sweden where the Swedes until the middle of May, when the Danes 
were able to return to Denmark, in a splendid way cared for the 
many people who had suffered the horrors of the German prisons 
and concentration camps.

The number of Danes interned or imprisoned in Germany was 
6.287.

For the Danes in German concentration camps the Danish Red 
Cross succeeded in obtaining permission from the Germans to dispatch 
2 gift packages at abt. 5 kilos each per month, and at Easter time, 
1944, permission was obtained to dispatch an extra package, which 
permission continued to be in force until April, 1945, when the 
consignments were stopped. The total number of gift packages sent 
to Danish internees was abt. 70,000, but in addition all kinds of 
necessities were sent, as it must be remembered that the greater part 
of the internees were deported to the concentration camps with 
nothing else with them than the clothes they had on. To state in 
detail all the articles dispatched would be too comprehensive; it 
shall only be mentioned that the consignments contained f. inst. shoe 
laces, knives and forks, bug-powder, and psalm books.

Until October, 1944, the transportation of the foodstuffs etc. took 
place by railway or by ship, but then the exceptional permission was 
obtained to bring the supplies for a number of camps in Germany 
into the camps proper by Danish Red Cross trucks.

The work carried out by the Danish Red Cross was supported not 
only by all Danish authorities, first of all the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, but also by His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, Honorary 
President of the Danish Red Cross, and Her Royal Highness the 
Crown Princess, both of whom showed their warm-hearted sympathy
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with all those who suffered the hard fate of internment. Thus, Her 
Royal Highness the Crown Princess sent clothes packages to the 
Danish police, while His Royal Highness the Crown Prince donated 
Danish flags to cover the coffins at the funerals of Danish policemen 
who succumbed in the camp in Germany.

Also within the frontiers of Denmark did the Danish Red Cross 
carry out relief activities during the war to the benefit of civilian 
internees. As the resistance movement against the Germans grew the 
Germans replied by arrests and executions. Those arrested were 
interned in prisons all over the country, but especially in the big 
towns: Copenhagen, Odense, Aalborg, Aarhus, and Kolding, and in 
the Froeslev concentration camp near Padborg in South Jutland. Not 
only the headquarters in Copenhagen, but also the chapters and 
branches all over the country performed a considerable amount of 
work in connection with supplying the internees with foodstuffs and, 
when possible, with clothes and other things necessary for them in 
the prisons, and, last but not least, in procuring information about the 
internees for their relatives.

When in March, 1945, the repatriation from Germany started Danish 
Red Cross personnel assisted in offering those repatriated the first 
urgently needed help, whenever possible, and this help was offered 
not only to all Danes, but also to Norwegians and all other natio
nalities passing through Denmark on their way to Sweden.

If attempting to make up the cost of assistance rendered to Danes 
and other citizens during the turbulent years from December, 1939, 
to the capitulation in 1945 one reaches a figure of abt. 25 million 
Danish Kroner.

III. Relief Activities of the Danish Red Cross 
after the German Capitulation.

The European Situation at the German Capitulation.
The greater part of the European populations were at the time of 

the German capitulation living under desperate conditions. In many 
devastated cities people of all ages and both sexes were living packed 
together in basements, the means of communication had broken down, 
and the possibilities of procuring the necessary food-stuffs were very 
small.

In Denmark, however, the machinery of agricultural production 
was nearly intact, and due to the efforts of the Danish Health Au
thorities available supplies of medicines and surgical dressings were 
rather satisfactory.

Therefore, the leaders of the Danish Red Cross took up the question 
of carrying out relief work to the benefit of the countries formerly 
occupied by Germany, which countries during the occupation had 
suffered more than Denmark.
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Planning of the Relief Programs.
When making plans it was taken into consideration that the mini

mum material human needs are:
housing, light, and heating
clothes
food
medical assistance.

In the first two fields Denmark could do very little, but as regards 
food and medical assistance Denmark has been able to yield con
siderable assistance.

Danish Red 
Cross truck 
somewhere 
in devastated 
Europe

A. Relief Abroad.
In the period May 1939—June 30, 1948, the relief to foreign coun

tries comprised:
1) feeding programs
2) medical assistance
3) anti-tuberculosis campaign
4) cultural relief.

1) The feeding programs:
a. General observations:

The greater part of the Danish Red Cross feeding programs 
have been carried out as supplementary meals of abt. 500 calories 
each. The meals consisted either of soups of various kinds or of 
salami, ham, cheese, and milk powder. In addition to the meals 
cod-liver oil has been distributed in some places.

In the course of time the character of the feeding programs 
has changed. The steps of development have been:
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first step: collective mass feeding of certain groups of population, 
f. inst. school-children, apprentices, students, old people etc. — 
second step: collective feeding of selected groups of population, 
f. inst. school children of a certain age later supplemented by 
children’s homes run by the Danish Red Cross, where the most 
under-nourished children of the population get a full day’s meal 
during a period of 6—8 weeks (f. inst. in Austria and Poland). 
The development has been corresponding to the gradual improve
ment of the food situation in the countries in question: i. e. from 
the stage where everybody starved to the stage where some were 
more hungry than others.

The most general form of feeding was the distribution of soups, 
i. e. hot meals, prepared in canteens or in big central kitchens, 
from where the food was transported by trucks to the individual 
feeding centres (normally schools) in thermos containers.

The serving of soups has in most cases been preferred to the 
serving of ham, salami, cheese, and milk powder, because the 
former kind of feeding is cheaper and more variable; besides, in 
view of the Danish export situation it was easier to obtain export 
licences for the ingredients of the soups than for the other food
stuffs. Therefore, distribution of salami, ham, cheese, and milk 
powder have mostly taken place where cooking facilities were 
poor or in cases of almost impassable difficulties of day-to-day 
supplies, f. inst. due to complicated transport conditions, in which 
latter case it was preferable to distribute supplies for f. inst. one 
week’s consumption.

Wherever feeding programs have been carried out by the 
Danish Red Cross the principle has been maintained that all 
phases of the program be supervised by Danish Red Cross per
sonnel, i. e. the goods have been under the permanent control of 
the Danish Red Cross from the moment they left the warehouse 
in Denmark until they were distributed.

b. The individual programs.
A numerical statement showing the scope of the DRC feeding 

programs is found on page 25. To these figures a few explanatory 
remarks may be of interest:

In Poland a feeding program was conducted for 18 months. 
The DRC centres were located
a) in Makow, a totally devastated town 80 kilometres north of 

Warsaw, where the entire adult population was fed,
b) in the Campinos district where the population was completely 

without resources due to flooding of the district, and
c) in Brzezno near Gdansk, where children from tuberculous 

homes spent 6 weeks at a DRC children’s home.
In Austria the feeding program comprised children in St. Pol- 

ten, school-children in Vienna, old people in Vienna, tuberculosis 
patients in Salzburg, children in Austrian children’s homes, and 
operation of 5 Danish Red Cross homes for Austrian children. 
This program started in 1946 and is still in operation.
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In Hungary the feeding program comprised students (abt. 6,000 
during more than 12 months), supplies for children’s homes, 
children in the mining district Tatabanya, and orphans in 
Hajduhadyaz. Furthermore the Hungarian Red Cross Hospital has 
during a period of more than 12 months received 400 meals per 
day for patients and employees in the hospital. The program was 
operated for abt. 15 months.

In Yugoslavia 10,000 children in Boznia received a meal a day 
for a period of 3 months in 1947.

In Roumania 15,000 students and 5,000 tuberculosis patients 
received a meal a day for 3 months in 1948.

In France the program has been organised by a special com
mittee “Aide Danoise à la France” formed by the Danish Red 
Cross and the “ Save the Children Organisation” , which for this 
purpose has collected 2 million Kroner. The program comprised 
feeding of Parisian school-children, adolescents in French preven- 
toria, old actors and other artists in Paris, French women returned 
from the German concentration camp Ravensbriick, and sick 
students of 28 nationalities, hospitalized at the Cité Universitaire 
in Paris. The last action is still in operation.

Germany. The feeding programs in the North of Germany and 
in South Schleswig have been organized in a similar way as the 
feeding in the schools of Vienna, the foodstuffs being sent from 
Denmark and being prepared in existing German kitchens by 
German personnel under the supervision of the DRC staff in 
cooperation with personnel from the “ Save the Children Orga
nisation” and the “Peace Volunteers” . The distribution of the 
meals took place in the schools likewise under Danish supervision. 
The whole of this activity has been financed by the Danish State, 
the grant for this purpose being 5 million Kroner, whereas the 
Danish Red Cross has been in charge of the administration and 
organisation of the program. During the first three months the 
feeding program comprised abt. 90,000 children, but when the 
Hoover feeding program was started in July, 1947, the number 
of children fed by the Danish Red Cross was limited to 48,000. 
In return the feeding program —  which was originally planned 
to be discontinued in December, 1947 — was continued until 
July, 1948. Abt. 17 million meals have been distributed in Ger
many. The program will probably be restarted in the automn of 
1948.

c. Gift Packages.
During the period under review the Danish Red Cross has 

dipatched abt. 470,000 gift packages abroad, equalling abt. 9 
million meals. These gift packages have been packed by Danish 
Red Cross volunteers.

2) Medical Assistance.
Danish Red Cross medical centres have been operated in Europe 

in the following places:
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Yugoslavia 2 medical centres in Sombor and Vrbas
Hungary : 2 — centres - Budapest
Poland: 4 — centres - Gdansk

— 1 — centre - Ostrod
— 2 — centres - Makow
— 1 — centre - Sosnovice

Total: 12 medical centres which have now all been
discontinued.

A numerical statement showing the scope of the DRC medical 
assistance is found below.

The medical centres were very different of character:
In Yugoslavia the centres were organised as tuberculosis- 

centres working on the same lines as Danish tuberculosis 
dispensaries. The idea was to show in this distant place how 
T. B. examinations are carried out in Denmark.

In Hungary (Budapest) the medical centre was set up for the 
treatment of children’s diseases caused by mal-nutrition.

Besides the medical centre the Danish Bed Cross has for more 
than 12 months supplied 75 Hungarian hospitals with free medi
cine from the Danish Bed Cross centre in Budapest.

N u m e rica l S ta te m e n t of the  D an ish  Red C ro ss  M ed ica l A ss is ta n ce  
(e x c l. of the  A n ti-T u b e rcu lo s is  C a m p a ig n ) and Feeding  

P ro g ra m s abroad in the  period  M ay 5, 1945 — June 30, 1948

M e d ic a l  A s s is t a n c e F e e d in g
P r o g r a m s

T o t a l
E x p e u s e s

M il l io n
K r o n e r

P e r s o n n e l
S t a t io n e d

A b r o a d
C o n s u lt a t io n s

O p e r a t 
io n s

S i c k -
V is it s

N u m b e r  o f  
M e a ls

Poland........ 250,000 525 5,000 4,562,000 3.5 122
Austria . . . . 14,000,000 3.8 22
Hungary . . . 2,400 5,700,000 2.0 8
Yugoslavia . 30,000 1,350,000 1.0 10
Roumania . . 1,800,000 1.0 4
France. . .  . 7,000,000 2.3 2

1 Total 282,400 525 5,000 34,412,000 13.6 168

GIFT PACKAGES to other countries than those
mentioned above converted into number of meals 5,832,575

Number of MEALS distributed (exclusive of
North Germany)................... 40,244,575

Feeding program in NORTH GERMANY (in-
elusive of South Schleswig) 16,600,000 5.0 168

Total 56,844,575 18.6 336

TRANSPORTATION: In the period May 1, 1946—April 31, 1948, in which the 
supplies for the centres abroad were transported by DRC convoys, the trucks travelled 
abt. 4,750,000 kilometres, which distance corresponds to 100 times the distance 
round the globe at the equator.
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In Poland the medical centres were set up as ambulatoria. The 
great number of patients who wanted to consult the ambulatoria 
queued up during the nights in order to be sure of being treated 
the next morning. The seriously ill patients were sent to the local 
hospitals.

In the Makow district no hospital existed, for which reason the 
Danish Red Cross — in cooperation with the Polish authorities 
— set up a hospital, originally with 50 beds, later on with 100 
beds. An interaction between ambulatoria and hospital was thus 
established.

300,000 consultations have been given at the Danish Red Cross 
medical centres, and Danish doctors from the Danish Red Cross 
medical centres have paid abt. 5000 visits to patients in their 
homes.

Common Traits concerning Sections (1) and (2):
As regards the feeding and medical activities a few common traits 

should be mentioned:

a. Organisation.
The relief was organised either: (I) by making use of existing 

machinery of distribution or: (II) by building up the organisation 
from nothing, dependent on local conditions.

As an example of (I) in the field of feeding can be mentioned 
that an extensive machinery of distribution for feeding school- 
children existed in Vienna, which could easily be restarted by 
supplies of Danish foodstuffs.

As examples in the medical field can be mentioned:
(I) In Budapest the sufficient number of doctors and hospitals 

existed — but medicines and surgical dressings failed.
(II) In Poland a terrible number of doctors had been killed 

during the war. The Danish Red Cross therefore set up its own 
medical centres and sent out Danish doctors and nurses.

■ b. Expenses.
According to the above-mentioned numerical statement the 

expenses in connection with the feeding programs and medical 
centres abroad in the post-war period amounted to abt. 18.6 
million Kroner.

c. Transportation.
The transportation by railroad or areoplane being too difficult 

just after the capitulation, the Danish Red Cross set up its own 
transportation system by way of convoys of trucks. During the 
period in which the convoy system was in operation the trucks 
travelled abt. 4,750,000 kilometres, often under very difficult 
circumstances. The said distance corresponds to 100 times the 
distance round the globe at the equator.
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d. Danish Red Cross Personnel Abroad.
A total of 336 Danish Red Cross employees (doctors, nurses, 

technical personnel of different kinds) have been stationed abroad 
over long periods, the number not including the convoy staff, 
which comprised abt. 300 persons.

3) Anti-Tuberculosis Campaign.

a. Danish Initiative:
During the winter of 1946/47 the Danish Red Cross planned 

a campaign against tuberculosis in the devastated European 
countries. In the autumn of 1946 a team of Danish doctors and 
nurses was sent to Yugoslavia (cfr. page 25). Rased on experiences 
gained in Yugoslavia and other places it was decided to carry 
through mass vaccinations against tuberculosis in the countries 
most affected by the disease. In April, 1947, campaigns were started 
in Poland, Hungary, and Germany, and in the course of 1947/48 
Danish vaccination teams moreover went to Czechoslovakia, 
Italy, Greece, and Austria.

The work has been carried out in the following way: Danish 
tuberculosis-doctors and nurses, accompanied by administrative 
personnel are sent to the respective countries where —  in coope
ration with the local health and school authorities, etc. — they 
carry out tuberculine tests and vaccinations of those showing a 
negative reaction to the tests. The vaccinations are made partly 
by the Danish teams, partly by local doctors and nurses who are 
given as great a share in the work as possible under supervision 
of the Danish doctors in charge.

Tuberculosis vaccination
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The tuberculine tests and the vaccinations are carried out with 
tuberculine and vaccine produced and controlled by the Danish 
State Serum Institute in Copenhagen. The transportation of the 
tuberculine and the vaccine takes place by air usually in Danish 
Red Cross planes as the tuberculine and vaccine will only keep 
for a limited time.

The supplies, medical equipments, etc., are also sent out from 
Denmark, but part of the supplies have been donated by the 
American Red Cross.

The number of Danish and local personnel have varied in the 
different countries. The greatest Danish contribution has been 
made in Poland and Hungary (where abt. 8— 10 Danish teams 
have been constantly at work) and in Germany where a small 
Danish staff has instructed and cooperated with a considerable 
number of Germans. In other countries — Italy, Austria, Greece, 
and Czechoslovakia — demonstrations of vaccinations have taken 
place, at which demonstrations the technique and the results of 
the vaccinations have been demonstrated to local doctors who 
will later on carry out the mass vaccinations.

b. Scandinavian Cooperation.
In the autumn of 1947 the Danish Red Cross invited the 

Swedish and Norwegian Red Cross Societies to join the Danish 
anti-tuberculosis campaign. Negotiations to this effect were 
carried out during the winter of 1947/48 resulting in the fact 
that the European anti-tuberculosis campaign is now carried out 
in close cooperation with the Swedish Red Cross and the Nor
wegian Relief for Europe. A Scandinavian Coordinating Commit
tee and a Secretariat in Copenhagen have been set up with the 
purpose of coordinating the Scandinavian activities.

The total number of doctors and nurses of the Scandinavian 
teams working abroad in June, 1948, is:
Danes: 24 doctors and 41 nurses (24 teams)
Norwegians: 7 doctors, 2 medical students, and 9 nurses

(6 teams)
Swedes: 2 doctors and 2 nurses (2 teams)

The number of persons examined and vaccinated as of April 
30, 1948, are abt. 1.5 million of which number about % has been 
vaccinated. The joint enterprise expects to be able to examine 
abt. 40 million persons, especially children and young people. The 
different countries will cooperate in the campaign by sending 
local teams. It is expected that altogether 200 teams will be in 
operation.

c. Financing.
Until the spring of 1948 this extensive program was financed 

with 3 million Kr. from the Danish Red Cross, but from that time 
Norway and Sweden are also contributing financially to the 
campaign.
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Due to the difficult currency situation it has in the first year 
of operation of this program been extremely difficult to procure 
the necessary foreign currency for the purchase of motor-cars, 
syringes, needles, etc., and to cover expenses in connection with 
the operation of the T. B. centres. For this reason negotiations 
were taken up in the autumn of 1947 with the UNICEF, which 
organisation is in possession of means for medical projects in 
the devastated countries in Europe, and as a result of these 
negotiations an agreement has been made to the effect that the 
anti-tuberculosis campaign will be continued as a Joint Enter
prise. In March, 1948, the Executive Board of the UNICEF ap
proved an allocation of 4 million Dollars of which 2 million Dol
lars are to be available for immediate European programs and 
2 million Dollars to be available for programs to be carried out 
in countries outside Europe. The implementation of the programs 
has been entrusted to the Danish Red Cross acting on its own 
behalf and its Scandinavian associates, thus extending their work 
already in operation. The technical direction of the joint enter
prise has been entrusted to Dr. Johannes Holm in charge of the 
Danish Bed Cross anti-tuberculosis work, who is also chairman 
of the Expert Committee on Tuberculosis of the World Health 
Organisation.

3-sided contracts must be made: by each individual country 
desiring a vaccination campaign to be carried out, by the UNICEF, 
and by the technical director of the joint enterprise. Until now 
such contracts have been made with Finland, Poland, Yugoslavia, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary, and will soon be made with other 
countries.

In Germany, in which country UNICEF is not operating, the 
work is carried out exclusively by Scandinavian means. In some 
districts of Germany there have been certain difficulties in 
carrying out the program, because the vaccination was not very 
popular and because the propaganda could not be carried through 
intensively enough by the German authorities.

d. International T. B. Doctors’ College.
In order to enlist as quickly as possible in the tuberculosis 

campaign as many doctors from the various countries as possible 
the Danish Red Cross has set up a doctors’ college in Copenha
gen, where T. B. doctors from various countries are invited for 
a 2—3 months study visit. The courses are arranged in cooperation 
with the Danish Public Health Department, the State Serum In
stitute, tuberculosis dispensaries, and T. B. hospitals. The college 
was opened on February 1, 1948, and has room for abt. 20 
doctors at a time. Until July, 1948, 42 doctors from 15 different 
nations have visited the college, which is being financed ex
clusively by the Danish Red Cross.
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International 
TB Doctors’ 
College, 
Copenhagen

4) Cultural Relief.
The cultural relief work has come about as experiences have 

shown that need for cultural assistance in many countries has 
been just as great as the material need. In this field the Secretariat 
of the League and the Danish Red Cross will collaborate (cfr. 
resolution passed by the Executive Committee of the League of 
Red Cross Societies in Geneva on March 23, 1948).

As examples of Danish Red Cross activities in this field can 
he mentioned:

Poland:
The Danish Red Cross has dispatched 12 tons of school material 

for Polish schools, which material was distributed by Danish Red 
Cross teams in Poland. A quantity of the latest scientific literature 
(especially on medical subjects) at a value of 50,000 Kr. has been 
distributed to Polish universities and libraries.

Germany:
The Danish Red Cross has taken the initiative to arrange an 

international camp at Rremen with the purpose of breaking the 
isolation in which the German youth finds itself at present. 
Young people of American, Swiss, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, 
and German nationality will live and work together in this 
camp. Lectures and discussions on international human coope
ration as a whole and Red Cross contributions in this field in 
particular will be arranged. The camp will be opened on July 
19, 1948, and will last for 5 weeks.
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Moreover a course will be arranged by the Danish Red Cross 
in cooperation with the “National Council of Women in Den
mark” , which course will take place in September, 1948, at “ Gur- 
rehus” in Denmark where abt. 30 German women from German 
women organisations will be informed on Danish women asso
ciations, Danish social life, Danish youth work, etc.

The Danish Red Cross is working in the same field in Hungary, 
Austria, and in other places in Germany.

R. Relief Activities in Denmark to the benefit of citizens from former 
allied nations:

1) Displaced persons camps
2) Message and inquiry service — Tracing Bureau.
3) Belgian children
4) „Gurrehus“

1) Displaced Persons Camps:
Upon request from the Danish Government the Danish Red Cross 

took up the activity of caring for the non-German refugees in Den
mark after the capitulation in 1945. Most of these displaced persons 
had during the last months of the war been carried to Denmark 
together with the German refugees and had stayed with the latter in 
houses occupied by the Germans.

There were in all abt. 24,000 non-German refugees in Denmark. 
These were in 1945 housed in abt. 60 camps in Denmark, and, besides, 
4 hospitals — of which 2 exclusively for T. B. patients — had to be 
set up due to the high sick-rate among the displaced persons.

The D. P.s in these camps were given normal Danish rations; 
moreover, they received clothes and a small sum each week as pocket 
money.

In the camps schools, kindergartens, and nurseries were set up, 
and the cultural needs of the refugees were taken care of.

On proposal of the Danish Red Cross the D. P.s on June 1, 1946, 
received permission from the Danish Government to work on equal 
terms with the Danish population.

The 24,000 non-German refugees were of 28 different nationalities. 
In cooperation with the allied authorities in Denmark the repatriatiori 
of the D. P.s was started already after the elapse of a few months, 
and in October, 1947, only abt. 3,500 non-German refugees were left 
in Denmark. The care of the D. P.s being then considered a per
manent activity, the Danish Red Cross requested the authorities to 
take over the work, of which the State Refugee Administration has 
therefore been in charge since October 1, 1947.

2) Message and hiquiry Service —  Tracing Bureau.
After the hostilities were over in May, 1945, the Danish Red Cross 

continued its message service, until the postal communications could 
be re-established. As to the Red Cross message forms the number 
passing through the Danish Red Cross from July 1, 1945, to June 30, 
1948, was abt. 26,500, of which abt. 23,000 received from the Inter-
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national Red Cross in Geneva, and abt. 3,500 dispatched from Den
mark to Geneva. The number of telegrams dispatched and received 
in the same period was abt. 1,250, thereof abt. 600 dispatched and abt. 
650 received.

The Danish Red Cross inquiry service had to be continued after 
the capitulation because the normal inquiry services of the respective 
countries could not at once be put into action. The number of 
inquiries made from July 31, 1947, till June 30, 1948, was abt. 17,450 
dispatched and abt. 3,000 received. The inquiries made by the Danish 
Red Cross comprised practically all countries, most of them, however, 
European countries, especially Germany.

The Danish Red Cross Tracing Rureau will probably be discontinued 
in the course of 1948.

3) Belgian Children.
In the summer of 1946 the Danish Red Cross arranged a 3 months’ 

stay in Denmark for 200 Belgian children. The children stayed in 
Danish homes. With these convoys travelled each summer abt. 100 
children who had previously been in Denmark and were re-invited 
by their Danish fosterparents. The conditions in Belgium having now 
improved considerably, only re-invited children (abt. 40) have ar
rived in the summer of 1948.

4) „Gurrehus“ .
„Gurrehus“ , former summer residence of His Royal Highness Prince 

Georg of Greece, situated in one of the most beautiful parts of Den
mark, has been put at the free disposal of the Danish Red Cross by 
His Royal Highness. In the period September, 1946 —  October, 1947, 
the Danish Red Cross invited a number of young people from the 
resistance movements in Belgium, Czechoslovakia, England, France, 
Holland, Italy, Norway, and Denmark for a 2 months’ stay. The 
guests were selected by the Red Cross Societies in collaboration with 
other interested organisations of the respective countries. All of them 
had suffered severely in prisons and concentration camps, thus needing 
to recover both physically and psychically. During each 2 months’ 
period there were generally 6 nationalities represented, the teams 
numbering 10—15 from each country. During the 4 summer months 
of 1947 the guests were young women, during the rest of the period 
young men. The number of guests to „Gurrehus“ in the period in 
question was: 318 young men and 145 young women. The impression 
is that practically all of them returned home far better than when they 
arrived, and with greater courage to go back to normal daily life.

We hope that the fact that young people of different nations have 
thus been living together for a while has —  although on a modest 
scale —  also been a contribution to international human understanding.
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