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BRIEF REVIEW OF THE CHINESE RED CROSS ACTIVITIES
From July, 1937 to June, 1948

The period commencing July 1937 and ending June 1948 is an unusual one 
both for  the country and the Red Cross, as it covers a phase of wartime activities 
followed by one of rehabilitation.

Though the first shot of the Sino-Japanese Hostilities was fired on July 7th, 
1937 the hostilities took a serious aspect with the transfer of actual fighting to 
Central China. In November 1937 with the loss of Shanghai, the Red Cross workers 
retreated with our forces to Nanking, losing quite a number who refused to leave the 
sick and wounded. The same happened when Nanking and Hankow surrendered to 
Japanese invaders, but in the spring of 1938 we were able to re-organise again in 
Hankow. It was then that the Red Cross decided to organize mobile units to meet 
the needs of existing warfare. Publicity on a world wide scale was also adopted, and 
the response both from  sister Societies and Overseas Chinese was immediate and un
precedented. Contribution in the form  of surgical supplies, medicine, clothing, 
ambulances were gratefully received by us. As soon as the mobile units were 
organized 37 were sent to the health authorities and the army medical corps to take 
part as auxiliaries. The volunteer workers were then absorbed into the regular 
staff as it was impossible to expect volunteer service then. The need fo r  such mobile 
units increased with the spread o f hostilities and so the number was ultimately 
multiplied to 56 surgical units and 40 medical units by the end of 1939. The ex
penses incurred were fortunately defrayed by considerable cash donations both from  
the American Bureau of Medical Aid to China and monthly remittances from  the 
Chinese population in the South Seas. After the Pearl Harbour incident of 1941 
the Chinese Red Cross began to suffer both financially and materially. The Society 
had to be re-organized, to depend on Government subsides. In the summer of 1943 
conditions were alleviated with assistance from  sister Societies, American and British 
Red Cross particularly, and some other agencies established abroad for special aid
to China. *- - ...-  -r ............

To sum up, the program of the Chinese Red Cross has been chiefly medical 
relief to the sick and wounded, both civilians and service men. Besides, the units
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also assisted in preventive measures such as vaccinations, inoculations, delousing 
and special diet etc. The busiest time was at the end of ..944 during the Japanese 
advance into South-West China. It was a struggle of life and death to us ail not 
only to the Bed Cross alone. Over and above its prescribed program it had to share 
the responsibility of giving medical aid to the conscripts in transit and the refugees. 
Up to the end of the war the Chinese Eed Cross had 65 units, 2 hospitals, 5 tree 
clinics, 5 delousing stations and a motor transport of 65 trucks. Besides, the 9J 
chapters maintained 32 hospitals of different sizes, 29 out-patients clinics and 41 
medical relief corps mainly for air-attack relief for the local communities.

With the arrival of V-J Day, practically all the refugees in free China returned 
to their homes in the coastal provinces. As usual the Chinese Eed Cross took the 
first chance to render them service. In collaboration with the Chinese Belief and 
Bebabilitation Administration, C-UNEBA, some forty mobile medical teams were 
immediately organized and assigned to various places along the main highways to 
the coast. Upon the completion of their timely service in June, 1946, these teams 
were subsequently re-organized into general clinics to collaborate with the local 
chapters.

The revival of Eed Cross chapters and re-establishment of their service in
stallations were the outstanding features for the Chinese Eed Cross in the rehabilitation 
stage. It has now more than ISO local chapters which have put Up 45 hospitals, 
71 clinics, 25 medical relief corps and some other facilities for social services. In 
addition to the traditional programs such as free medical care for civilians, disaster 
relief and some other charitable works, child welfare including milk kitchen, health 
work in schools, welfare and educational stations, public reading rooms, rural service 
stations, experiment in hospital library service and other kinds of social service as 
well as Junior Eed Cross have been promoted. Owing to the continuous assistance 
of the American Eed Cross much work has been favorably carried on in this period.

In conclusion it is worthy to mention that the post-war period is featured 
by a renewed participataion by the Chinese Eed Cross in the affairs of the Inter
national Bed Cross, Through participation in the various conferences of the League 
and I. C. E. C ., the Chinese Eed Cross has been able to make closer contact with the 
progress of the Eed Cross world more than ever-before.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHINESE RED CROSS 
ACTIVITIES IN THE WAR PERIOD (1937 - 45)

1937- Immediate launching of medical relief work as the Sino-Japanese war 
broke out in July-August.

1938- Organization o f mobile medical relief teams under the supervision of the 
Medical Relief Corps Headquarters.

-Care of wounded and sick soldiers in Base Hospitals.
1939- Extension of medical service from  Base Hospitals to the evacuation lines. 

Initiation of delousing service in the army.
1940- Medical service is extended to the front lines. Auxiliary training offered 

to medical personnel of the army.
1941- Simultan30us with front-line medical service, Chinese Red Cross Medical 

Relief Corps Units pi’ovide free  medical service in clinics established in 
free  China.

1942- Prisoner-of-war Camp work is started. Ten. foreign volunteer doctors 
are transfered to the Chinese Expeditionary Force in India and Burma.

1943- Medical Units are assigned to the Chinese Expeditionary Force.
1944- Medical care given to the refugees from Hunan and Kweichow Provinces.
1945- Medical units collaborate with the Chinese National Relief and Rehabilitation 

Administration in refugee relief work.



fig h tin g  broke out in Shanghai 
on A ugust 13th, 1937, the Chinese 

Eed Cross organized ten medical units, twelve 
fir s t -a id  units and 24 em ergency hospitals. 
W ith a fleet o f  98 ambulances, the Chinese 
Eed Cross helped in the evacuation o f  wounded 
and sick soldiers and civilians, from  the battle 
lines. Later, the Chinese R'ed Cross organized 
hospitals f o r  heavily wounded a t Sungehiang, 
Sooehow, W uhsi, Kungshan and Hangchow. 
In  early  O ctober, 1937, a three-thousand-bed 
m ilitary  hospital was organized by  the Chinese 
Eed Cross, at the National Central U niversity 
in Nanking. W hen Nanking fe ll, patients 
from  the hospital were evacuated by rivers to 
Anhwei and Kiangsi Provinces respectively.

(L e ft) In  the 
perform ance o f  
the supreme ser- 
v ice many Eed 
Cross w orkers, 
m e d i c a l  o r  
other w ise, lost 
their lives on 
du ty . These 
include some 50 
deaths f o r  the 
great cause o f  
Eed Cross. The 
le ft  is a monu
ment erected in 
T u - Y un -K u an , 
K w e iy a n g ,  in  
d e d ic a t io n  to 
the dieeased 
members o f  the 
medical re lie f 
c o r p s  d u r in g  
the w ar.

4



the w ar penetrated fu rth er  west 
into the in terior provinces after  

the loss o f  Shanghai and N anking, the 
Chinese Red Cross undertook to organize 
a m edical re lie f corps to take special 
charge o f  re lie f to the wounded and 
sick.

(Above) Evacuation o f  easualities· 
C asualties being loaded 
in to ambulances.

(L e ft) Treatm ent o f  
easualities in  base 
hospital ( Surgical 
operation )

(Above) Evacua
tion o f  casualties: 
A rriv in g  at f ir s t  
tow n w ith  fie ld  
hospital.

-q -j j  the early  period o f  organization, the M edical R elie f Corps had under its
charge some 37 medical (curative and preventive), surgical, f ir s t  aid, 

X -ra y , orthopaedic and special diet teams attached to variouis hospitals throughout the w ar 
districts. As the number o f  teams increased, their organization and fu n ction s w ere also 
adapted fr o m  tim e to tim e to changing requirem ents. They rendered also health services 
such as n u trition , scabies treatm ent, epidemie con tro l, envirom ental hygiene etc. to the 
fig h tin g  forees. W henever pissible and needed, they attended to the civilians in  o r  nearby 
their respective areas in  whieh they served.
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'Emergency Medical Service T rain in g  School 
(R ignt Upper: F irst aid P ractice,

L eft: N ursing D rill)

Above) CrLhopedie Center; W orkshop 
(M aking A rtific ia l Limbs')

an au x ilia ry  to  the medical authorities, 
the Chinese Red Cross spared no e f fo r t  

in collaborating in tasks which needed Red 
Cross cooperation. In  1940 an orthopedic center 
was established in  collaboration w ith  the A rm y 
Medical A dm in istration . A n  em ergency 
medical tra in in g  school was also organized in 
cooperation with the responsible m inistries. 
W hile these units were taken over by the 
other parties alone later, other plans o f 
cooperation w ere subsequently carried out.

Orthopedic Center: 
Vocational T rain in g  
o f  Disabled Soldiers

6



D I S A S T E R  R E L I E F

T I  I E  h istory  o f  Chinese Red Cross is 
associated very  eiosely w ith  disaster 

relief. In  the rehabilitation stage, the 
Chinese Red Cross was also very  active in 
re lie f activities. A  flood re lie f campaign fo r  
K wangtung-Kwangsi and Szechwan provinces 
Was undertaken in  the Autum n o f  1947 which 
obtained fu n d  as well as elothing material 
fo r  distribution . M ore than ten chapters 
participated in  the local campaigns strenuously 
and e ffective ly . F our f ir e  brigades were in 
operation and 7 chapters undertook f ir e  re lie f 
w ork. To those su ffer iilg  from  local con flicts 
and disorders a num ber o f  chapters mobilised 
their resources and made every e f fo r t  they 
were able to o ffe r .

(L e ft) F ree distribution  o f 
porridge to  flood  su fferers 
(CRC Changwu chapter)

F ire  Brigade o f  CRC Canton chapter 
(The brigade in active operation)
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'VI J 7 1 3 IC A .1 ^ .Care anc* ^ealth w ork 
''by hospitals, clinics, 

mobile clin ics and v isitin g  teams are m ostly 
needed in the various cities and towns. The 
medical statistics o f  the Chinese Red Cross 
showed that from  July, 1946, to December, 
1947 there w ere a total o f  1,986,594 eases 
which w ere benefited from  the medieal 
service o f  the various chapters. In  addition 
to this the Chinese Red Cross has three 
N ursing schools (w hile nurse school o f  
Sian chapter is run ning  by the chapter, 
the t wo others in Shangliai and Chungking 
are in collaboration  w iin  other institutions! 
and tw o m idw ifery  schools (one in Chang- 
chung and other in Hankow)

(Upper) Visitors gathering 
around the Canton chapter’ s 
clinic.

(Middle) Medical care for 
wounded and sick by . the 
Shangchiu chapter’ s hospital.

(Lower) Trachoma clinic in 
Nanking.

There are four trachoma 
clinics situated at Nanking, 
Shanghai, Peiping and Sian 
respectively. Since trachoma 
is a most common diseases 
of the Chinese people this 
new service is most helpful 
to the health of the nation 
as a whole.
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Free W inter garm ent distribution 
(CRC A n k in g  chapter)

F ree r ice  d istribution  in  w in ter 
(CRC Suining chapter)

W E L F A R E  A C T I V I T I E S

FROM the very  beginning 
o f  the activities o f  

the Chinese Red Cross, charity 
has been the most popular ser
vice in re liev ing  the Chinese 
people. Though social service 
is a comparatively new under tak - 
ing, the Chinese Red Cross has 
tried to do its best. While a 
num ber o f  chapters have under
taken child w elfare , some others 
have established rural service 
stations. Case w ork  in  connec
tion w ith  disaster re lie f and 
tracing  service has been operat
ing  in certa in  chapters, public 
reading room  service has been 
found most successful in  fou r  
cities. Besides the above, a few  
chapters have been interested 
in prom oting new kinds o f  social 
service.
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C H I L D  W E L F A R E

IN cooperation w ith the Chinese R elief 
and Rehabi] itation Adm inistration 6 

chapters o f  the Chinese Red Cross have been 
operating 12 m ilk kitehens fo r  m ore than one 
and half' years between 1945 to 1947. There are 
2 educational stations fo r  refugee children, 1 
child w elfare  center, 1 poor children ’ s home, 
1 orphanage, 1 school f o r  dea f and dumb 
children, 1 Junior health and recreational 
center and 3 children ’ s publie reading rooms 
existing- in  the various chapters. M any 
chapters have participated in school health 
w ork  and Children Day A ctivities.

Milk K itchen f o r  children and pregnant wom en
(CRC K iangtu chapter)

A sehool f o r  deaf and dumb children
(CRC Changehung chapter)

Children 's D ay celebration (CRC Sian chapter 1

Anti-sm all-pox in jection  
(CRC N anyang chapter)
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NATIONAL RED CROSS SOCIETY OF CHINA 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 275 CHUNG-SAN ROAD, NANKING, CHINA 

NO. OF CHAPTERS: 186 NO, OF HOSPITALS: 45 NO. OF CLINICS: 71

HONORARY PRESIDENT: 

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS:

PRESIDENT CHIANG KAI-SHEK

ROARD OF DIRECTORS:

(■reiqsrb ■ g n n i ! n i ' ~ l  DiiO) .......... '

PRESIDENT:

VICE-PRESIDENTS:

SECRETARY GENERAL:

VICE SECRETARY GENERAL:

Mr. C. T. DAI 

Dr. H. H. RUNG 

Dr. C. T. WANG 

Mr. S. Y . HSU 

Dr. MONLIN CHIANG 

Mr. C. C. MA 

Dr. Y. C. WU 

Mr. K. M. HSU 

Dr. 0 . S. LIU*

Mr. Y . S„ DOO 

Mr. T. T. TSUR 

Mr. L. W. HAN 

GENERAL T. C. CHIEN 

MSHOP PAUL YUPIN' 

"Dr. MONLIN CHIANG 

Dr. 0 . S. LIU 

Mr. YUEN-SEN DOO 

Dr. L. S. WOO 

Mr. T. p . TSENG 

Dr. L. C. TANG

Dr. T. V . SOONG 

GEN. TEH-CHEN WU 

MADAME CHIANG KAI-SHEK

Dr. T. F. TSIANG

Dr. P. Z. KING

Dr. S. S. KWAN

Dr. J. HENG LIU

Mr. C. K. KU

Dr. Y . W . WANG

Mr. G. K. HSU

Mr. C. L. WANG

MISS V. AI-CHEN CHANG

June 1948
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