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I. INTRODUCTION
Established in Canada for more than fifty years, the Canadian 

Red Cross has grown stride by stride with the young Dominion 
until today it holds an increasingly important place in the lives of 
its countrymen.

While this growth was steady and gradual up to World War II, 
it received tremendous impetus during and since that conflict. With 
war expenditures totalling over $120,000,000, with more than 
50,000,000 articles of supplies made by Canadian women distri
buted to battlefronts throughout the world, with over 16,000,000 
food parcels sent to enemy prison camps, with 2,300,000 blood 
donations from Canadian citizens credited with the saving of many 
lives, with relief shipments going to every war-devastated country 
on earth, the Canadian Red Cross in truth attained full stature dur
ing this period as the humanitarian agent through which the people 
of Canada expressed their practical sympathy for human suffering 
both at home and abroad.

At the close of the war, it was realized that it would be a tragedy 
if the great strength and goodwill developed by the Canadian Red 
Cross during the critical years of conflict were not re-directed to the 
needs of peace for the permanent benefit of Canadian people. This 
was done and today a comprehensive and expanding peacetime 
programme, including a national blood transfusion service, Junior 
Red Cross, outpost hospitals and public health services in isolated 
communities, first aid and home nursing instruction, swimming and 
water safety, nutrition education and other services are being vigor
ously promoted in all sections of the Dominion, with the result that 
the helping hand of the Red Cross is being increasingly felt not only 
in the larger populated areas but also in the farthest frontier settle
ments from coast to coast.

The war demonstrated the vast potentialities of Red Cross for 
human good and the Canadian Red Cross believes the way is now 
opening whereby these potentialities can be equalled or surpassed 
through the work in peace.

II. ORGANIZATION
The Red Cross banner of mercy was first raised in Canada in 1885 

during the Riel Rebellion, when a small army of eight hundred 
Canadian volunteers gathered to put down an uprising of Indians 
and half-breeds in what was then the Northwest Territories. 
Surgeon-Major G. Sterling Ryerson, later president of the Society, 
improvised the flag from white factory cotton and turkey red ma
terial borrowed from the ammunition column and it flew over the 
makeshift dressing station tents and the springless wagons that 
served as ambulances.

In the fall of 1896, the Canadian Society was organized as the 
first colonial branch of the British Red Cross. It was incorporated
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by an Act of Parliament in 1909 and recognized as an independent 
national society in 1927 by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross.

The Society is governed by a Central Council of not more than 
forty members. Each of the nine provincial divisions elects three 
members to Council, each member representing one vote. Council 
members have the privilege of electing thirteen other persons 
(known as Co-opted Members) to serve with them. An Executive 
Committee, elected by Central Council, functions when the Council 
which meets twice a year, is not in session.

A detailed report of the Society’s proceedings for the previous cal
endar year, including an itemized account of receipts and expendi- ' 
tures, is forwarded each year to the Department of Health and 
Welfare and to the Department of National Defense, the latter 
department auditing the report.

There are approximately 900 paid workers employed throughout 
Canada, including technical staffs for the National Blood Trans
fusion Service. When this service is in complete operation, it is 
estimated that it alone will require a staff of between four and five 
hundred. At least 165,000 volunteers give their services yearly, 
so that over 95% of Red Cross work in Canada is made possible by 
volunteers and almost 100% of the money needed for this work is 
derived from voluntary gifts. Volunteers come from many profes
sions—30,000 school teachers volunteer their time to guide and 
direct the Junior Red Cross organization— doctors, nurses, dieti
tians volunteer to give first aid, home nursing and nutrition instruc
tion—the blood transfusion service depends on volunteer blood 
donors — likewise, Red Cross arts and crafts, hospital visiting, 
sewing groups, and other welfare and health services are dependent 
on voluntary work.

Two years after the close of the war, there were 1,600 active 
senior branches, which compared favourably with the total for 
war years and demonstrated the continued interest of Canadian 
citizens in Red Cross work.

The chief executive responsibilities of the Society rest in the 
National Commissioner, appointed by the Executive Committee of 
Central Council.

III. MEMBERSHIP AND FUND RAISING
Senior Membership in the Society is open to all who contribute 

$1.00 or more a year to the Red Cross. There were 2,000,000 
members in Canada in 1947 from a population of 12,500,000.

Junior membership is open to all Canadian school children, from 
kindergarten age up to and including the secondary schools. At 
the end of the school year, 1946-47, there were 29,455 branches of 
the Junior Red Cross with 854,606 members in the schools of Canada 
and Newfoundland. Nearly 2,000 of these branches were organ
ized in high schools.
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Money to carry on the work of the Canadian Red Cross Society 
is raised by public subscription through an annual campaign. Special 
campaigns for emergencies and disasters are also held when neces
sary. Usually the annual campaign for funds is held in March, 
the same month in which the American Red Cross appeal is under
taken, so that mutual use can be made of magazine, newspaper and 
broadcasting publicity.

IV. SIGNIFICANT WARTIME ACTIVITIES:
(a) At home
When the Second World War struck in September, 1939, the 

Canadian Red Cross Society, which had quietly prepared for this 
emergency by tightening its organization, quickly set up national 
committees to deal with all phases of its war work. In the years 
which followed, the Society’s greatest effort was naturally expended 
on behalf of the armed forces but the peacetime programme was not 
neglected and many later post-war projects for the betterment of 
the Canadian people received their impetus during these years.

Eighty M illion Subscribed

Canada made one of the largest per capita contributions to Red 
Cross of any country in the world during the six years of war, donat
ing more than $80,000,000. Every wartime campaign was over
subscribed. In addition, British and other National Red Cross 
Societies provided amounts totalling more than $32,000,000 to the 
Canadian Red Cross for the purchase of further supplies, including 
those for prisoners of war. Receipts for war work (1939-1945) 
amounted in all to $116,097,255.

Provision of supplies for use of the forces at home and abroad 
and for civilian relief purposes overseas was a major task of the 
Society. A total of 2,160,095 cases of supplies, including 1,281,203 
for prisoners of war,, were shipped to war theatres abroad. Also, 
.some 6,000,000 articles of supplies and comforts were distributed to 
camps and hospitals in Canada and Newfoundland and to ships of 
the Navy and Merchant Marine.

Sixteen'M illion P.O.W. Food Parcels

More than 16,000,000 food parcels for Canadian, British and 
Allied prisoners of war were packed at six Red Cross packing depots 
throughout Canada and forwarded to the International Committee 
of the Red Cross. These parcels, together with repatriation and 
other services to prisoners of war, cost $47,529,114.

52,000,000 Supplies made" by W omen Volunteers

Approximately 750,000 Canadian women, working in 12,500 Red 
Cross sewing and work groups, supplied more than 52,000,000 
articles of clothing and other comforts for the armed forces, hos
pitals, naval and merchant marine services and for civilian relief 
during the war years.
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2,469,545 lbs. of jam, jelly, and honey were also produced in 
co-operation with Women’s Institutes and other organizations for 
distribution to armed services, hospitals and civilian war sufferers 
in Britain.

Over 2,000,000 Blood Donations Collected

Establishment of a national blood donor service to provide blood 
plasma for overseas use helped materially to reduce death from 
wounds in this war. A total of 2,338,533 donations were collected 
at 662 Red Cross clinics throughout the Dominion and this blood 
was distributed through government medical services to all theatres 
of war.

15,000 W omen Trained with Red Cross Corps

The Canadian Red Cross Corps was formed early in the war to 
provide a trained and disciplined body of volunteer Red Cross 
women, wearing an identifying uniform, who would be available 
for Red Cross and other forms of National service, both in war and 
peace. Some 15,000 trained with the Corps during the war, giving 
exceptional service in transport, office administration, food admin
istration and as volunteer nursing aids in Canadian hospitals. 
641 members served overseas in similar capacities and as welfare 
officers on many of the battlefronts. 96 acted as escort officers on 
ships carrying wives and families of Canadian servicemen to Canada.

Returning Servicemen and Families Assisted

Port nurseries, restrooms and canteens, Red Cross conducting 
officers on all trains carrying troops and dependents, reception 
centres at strategic points across Canada, notification of relatives, 
distribution of food, clothing and comforts of all kinds—these were 
a few of the services organized to welcome and aid servicemen and 
their families on their return to Canada.

Hospital Patients Given Care

Besides hospital buildings, equipment and large quantities of 
operating room and other hospital supplies, the Society organized a 
“ personal” service to patients in hospital both overseas and at 
home, in which hundreds of hospital visitors took part—and still 
take part. The purposes of this service were to provide extra 
comforts, library services, arts and crafts training and through 
many other personal services to act as friend to the veterans in 
hospital.

Nine Red Cross Lodges located at the principal veterans’ hos
pitals across Canada were built and equipped at a cost of approxi
mately $800,000, and are today serving as canteen and recreational 
clubs for the patients as well as providing overnight accommodation 
for visiting relatives.
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One of the traditional Red Cross services maintained during the 
war and since, both in Canada and abroad, was the Enquiry 
Bureaux, through which much appreciated information was ob
tained and distributed regarding friends and relatives.

Junior Red Cross

Some 30,000 Junior Branches of Red Cross contributed $950,000 
to their National (War) Service Fund. They supported 14 war 
nurseries in Britain at a yearly cost of more than $41,000. Over 
$800,000 of this fund was used to provide supplies for children over
seas, including such items as milk, drugs, food, school supplies, cod 
liver oil and many other necessities. Approximately $150,000 was 
expended on special needs for prisoners of war, including the pro
vision of musical instruments.

(b) Abroad
Early in the war, Canadian Red Cross offices were established 

in Britain and Newfoundland, with staffs and warehouses for distri
bution of supplies from Canada. The London Office, under the 
direction of an Overseas Advisory Committee and Commissioner, 
administered the hospital, Corps, clubs and information services, 
directed distribution of millions of articles of supplies to Canadian, 
British and Allied armed forces and hospitals, to suffering civilians 
in the war-devastated countries of Europe, and to prisoners of war 
in enemy camps. It acted in liaison capacity and co-operated with 
other Red Cross Societies and governments on relief projects and 
played a major part in assisting P.O.W.’s, service personnel and 
dependents in returning to Canada. The Newfoundland Office 
serviced all ships touching the island with clothing, comforts, 
medical supplies, and rescue kits.

M ilitary Hospital Built and Equipped

Taplow Hospital in Britain, with a bed capacity of 600, was built 
and equipped in 1940 at a cost of approximately $1,000,000. It was 
considered by leading army medical authorities as one of the finest 
military hospitals of its type in existence. During a 5-year war 
period, it provided treatment for 25,068 patients. In 1946 it was 
presented to the British Ministry of Health for research into heart 
disease among British children.

Overseas Clubs Provided

Four Red Cross Maple Leaf Clubs in Britain supplied more than 
300,000 nights’ lodgings as well as many other services for the forces 
overseas.

Through the Society as well 373 ambulances, 41 mobile canteens, 
40 trailer kitchen canteens, 50 trucks for carrying prisoner of war 
food parcels in Europe, 33 blood donor vehicles and other mobile 
equipment were donated.
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Civilian War Sufferers Assisted

Canadian sympathy for the great suffering endured by civilian 
populations in war-stricken countries was tangibly expressed by 
Red Cross through millions of articles of clothing, bedding and other 
supplies made by the women of Canada and shipped to all parts of 
the world.

V. PRESENT ACTIVITIES AND FUTURE PLANS
(a) Relief Programmes:

1. Disaster
Forest fires and floods are the chief disasters which this Society 

has to contend with. Through its Disaster Relief Organization, 
Red Cross has trained personnel, mobile hospitals, blood banks and 
other supplies ready on short notice to meet disaster anywhere in 
Canada. Relief includes temporary housing, feeding, medical and 
nursing care, establishment of sanitary facilities, registration and 
rehabilitation of sufferers where needed, special fund appeals being 
undertaken for these purposes on occasions. Women’s workrooms 
throughout the country help to provide supplies of bedding, cloth
ing and surgical dressings.

2. Foreign
A vast amount of relief, amounting to more than $43,000,000 was 

given by the Canadian people through the Red Cross both during 
and after the war for the distressed peoples of Europe and China. 
Early in 1947, $1,500,000 was allocated for the Flood Distress Fund 
in Britain and an additional $500,000 was given for clothing. A 
$1,000,000 grant was made the same year to purchase and ship bulk 
food for Britain and Europe. 120,450 cases valued at $3,400,000 
were shipped overseas during 1947, containing food, drugs, cloth
ing articles, layettes, hospital equipment and comforts of every 
description.

(b) Health Services:
1. National Blood Transfusion Service

This service whs established following a post-war survey of 
Canadian hospitals when it was found that existing blood supplies 
and transfusion facilities were entirely inadequate. It is the aim 
of the Red Cross to be able eventually to supply sufficient blood to 
all hospitals so that everyone in Canada needing a transfusion will 
be able to get it immediately, free of any charge whatsoever. In
augurated in two provinces in 1947, the service will be extended to 
the rest of Canada within a year.

The objects of the service are several. 11 will provide blood, dried
plasma, pyrogen-free distilled water, and sterile transfusion equip
ment to all hospitals, free of charge, in order that patients requiring 
transfusion therapy may receive it without cost. It will also pro
vide adequate safeguards for transfusion therapy through collection
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of blood from voluntary donors by trained technical teams ; reliable 
grouping, Rh-testing, and serological examination of all blood 
issued to hospitals ; training of medical and hospital technical per
sonnel in modern procedures of blood transfusion therapy; pro
vision of standard blood-grouping sera to all hospitals free of charge. 
At the same time it will provide free technical advice and assistance 
to the medical profession on problems related to blood groups and 
transfusion therapy and encourage research in the matter of using 
human blood to cure disease or treat wounds.

Seven depots and five sub-depots will be set up across Canada for 
the collection, testing and distribution of blood. Trained collection 
teams will work out of these depots, bringing the blood back in 
refrigerated vans. Grouped and tested, it will be sent to hospitals 
in its whole state. Any not used within two weeks will be re-col
lected and processed into plasma, in which form it will keep inde
finitely. When fully organized, this service will require approxi
mately 500 trained personnel.

2. Nutrition Services
Realizing the importance of proper nutritional education on 

national health, the Society has strengthened its programme in this 
regard. A two-year scientific study on the effect of a nutritionally 
well-balanced lunch on school children is in progress, with 500 
children participating (250 as a control group).

Success of the lunch programme in the country’s schools, it is felt, 
is dependent on the expert assistance given to the teacher. Red 
Cross sends qualified Home Economic graduates to organize these 
programmes, particularly in the rural areas. Growing demand for 
help in budgetting, due to the rise in prices, calls for additional 
assistance. Classes in home-making are held for war brides and 
wives and an experimental centre has been opened, teaching the 
proper methods in caring for household equipment, in sewing, 
budgetting and cooking.

The Red Cross Homemaker Service has shown marked expansion 
in the past year, with nearly 30 branches established for this emer
gency service that gives trained assistance in homes where the 
mother is ill or where there is no means of obtaining adequate care 
for the family.

3. First Aid
A strong First Aid teaching programme is being developed, with 

two universities placing it in their regular curricula. An advanced 
course on winter first aid is now given, and teachers, medical 
students and nurses, as well as many laymen, participate in the 
general courses.

First Aid Highway Posts are established also in many provinces.
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4. Swimming and Water Safety
Developed since the war, this programme is being enthusiastic

ally received throughout Canada and has already qualified 30,000 
persons and some 2,000 instructors, in an endeavour to cut down 
the annual toll of 1,000 deaths from drowning.

5. Assistance in Research
Assistance in promotion of public health, in medical scholarships, 

and in research is given, such as a recent grant made to the new 
Rheumatic and Arthritic Society for study purposes.

6. Continuing Service to Veterans
Work for veterans, always the Society’s first duty, was expanded 

during the past year, when the Arts and Crafts Department took 
over the operation of diversional therapy in 24 veterans’ institu
tions in the nine provinces. A staff of 38, with 85 volunteers assist
ing, provides instruction in recreational handicrafts for patients 
who do not require remedial therapy, giving them useful and prac
tical hobbies that can be continued after their discharge. Para
plegic veterans are being trained as supervisors and it is hoped that 
at least one of these can be employed in each of the provinces. With 
a total of 5,000 veterans hospitalized in institutions where Arts and 
Crafts function, an average of 2,000 participate monthly in the 
programme.

Veterans are assisted also through Red Cross Lodges, as noted 
above, adjacent to all large Veterans’ Hospitals in Canada; a 
summer Convalescent Hospital; residence Clubs for disabled war 
pensioners; regular visiting of all hospital patients who are supplied 
with extra comforts; library facilities, transportation, shopping 
service, film service and other entertainment. Dental assistance, 
surgical supplies, clothing and other aid are provided for needy 
veterans and families.

(c) Nursing Services:
1. Outpost Hospitals

Red Cross Outpost Hospitals and Nursing Stations were estab
lished soon after World War I and today the Society’s flag flies over 
seventy-two of these institutions in remote districts of this vast 
country, bringing medical aid and assistance (as well as forming 
community health centres) to the pioneers, the farmers, fishermen, 
lumbermen and miners, who are still pushing back this young 
nation’s frontiers. To these people, often far removed from other 
medical help, the Red Cross Outpost Service represents security— 
frequently their only security at times of sickness, accident or child
birth. Thousands of miles are travelled each year by Red Cross 
nurses—through all kinds of country, in all kinds of weather—-to 
save the lives and health of these Canadian citizens. They care for 
an average of 70,000 patients a year.
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2. Sickroom Supply Loan Cupboards
Establishment of more than 200 Loan Cupboards in local branches 

is another forward step. Sickroom supplies, those rarely used or 
hard to obtain and often beyond a family’s means, are distributed 
from a central depot without charge on request of the family doctor 
or a welfare agency.

3. Home Nursing Classes
Since the beginning of its peacetime programme Red Cross has 

conducted Home Nursing classes for women and girls throughout 
Canada. The instruction helps the housewife to acquire greater 
skill in the care of the sick and teaches efficient co-operation with 
doctors and public health departments.

4. Demonstration School of Nursing
In co-operation with the Canadian Nurses’ Association, Red 

Cross is financing a demonstration school of nursing to the extent 
of $40,000 a year for four years. The Association seeks to establish 
a school separate from the hospitals, with a concentrated curri
culum which will shorten the training period and attract more 
women to the nursing profession.

(d) Junior Red Cross
Junior Red Cross in Canada adheres to the principles laid down 

by the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies in 
1922; the use of the school system with recognition of the teacher 
as leader in the work and the adaptation of the conditions of mem
bership to that system; the firm attachment of the Junior Red 
Cross to the parent Society.

The objectives for which the 850,000 Canadian Juniors work are: 
health, service, good citizenship, and international friendship.

During the post-war period, the following activities are being 
stressed: the promotion of health, relief for child victims of war, 
work for veterans in hospital, care for crippled children, the pro
motion of international friendliness.

1. Health
Teachers report that membership in the Junior Red Cross has 

resulted in their pupils taking responsibility for carrying into effect 
the twelve Junior Red Cross rules of health.

Many branches provide for a school lunch, and buy First Aid 
kits for their school. Annual reports tell of improvements to school 
buildings and grounds and of care taken in making the clasis-rooms 
as clean and healthful as possible.

High School Branches establish contracts with Public Health 
nurses and doctors. They invite them to speak on health topics 
at their meetings and offer their services to them in any way pos
sible. This offer is frequently accepted and members of the Junior 
Red Cross help in clerical work at clinics, in making swabs for the 
nurses and in various other ways depending on local opportunities.
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2. Relief for Child Victims of War
At the end of 1947, the Canadian Junior Red Cross had spent 

more than $800,000 in sending food, clothing and school supplies to 
child victims of war in Europe and Asia.

3. Work for Veterans in Hospitals
High School Branches have taken responsibility for remembering 

veterans in hospital. They make favours for their trays on special 
days and take them books, magazines and cross-word puzzles. 
Boy-members make such things as bed-trays, drawing easels, games 
and the like. During the past year, the Junior Red Cross has co
operated with the Arts and Crafts Department of the Red Cross in 
making various articles of wood for the patients to decorate.

4. Care for Crippled Children
During the past school year, 2,598 handicapped children in 

Canada were given necessary treatment through the Junior Red 
Cross. In two western provinces Junior Red Cross hospitals for 
crippled children are maintained. In the other provinces the 
Junior Red Cross cases are sent for treatment to existing children’s 
or general hospitals. In the past 25 years, nearly 30,000 cases have 
been treated. During the past year, four cases of badly crippled 
children from Trinidad were guests of the Canadian Junior Red 
Cross. One has returned to Trinidad without benefit of crutches 
and three are still in hospitals in Canada.

5. Promotion of International Friendliness
Perhaps the most effective means of promoting international 

friendliness is to send food, clothing and school supplies to destitute 
children. The letters of thanks that have been received from 
children in the countries to which gifts have been sent, clearly 
demonstrate this fact.

The exchange of albums of correspondence between Junior Red 
Cross groups in the various countries has been found an excellent 
means of promoting friendliness through knowledge of the ideas, 
customs and tastes of the young people in these countries. The 
Canadian Junior Red Cross continues to participate fully in this 
project.

(e) Public Relations:
1. Publications

Eight issues of a national magazine, “ Despatch” , are published 
annually and some 40,000 copies per issue distributed. Junior 
Red Cross publishes ten issues a year of their national magazine 
“ Canadian Red Cross Junior” and distributes 80,000 copies per 
issue to its members. National departments issue various publica
tions, including a Swimmingfand Water Safety News Letter every
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two months, “ Nutrition Notes” , and manuals on First Aid, Home 
Nursing and Disaster Relief. Annual reports of National, Divi
sional and Branch activities are published.

2. A steady flow of news releases, feature stories and photo
graphs goes out to newspapers, magazines, publications and radio 
during the year.

3. Material for speakers is provided.
4. Promotional 16 mm. films on Red Cross services are 

produced nationally.
5. Special campaign publicity provides leaflets and folders 

complete radio publicity kits, including dramatic recorded shows; 
outdoor advertising and window posters; trailers for newsreels; 
metered mail and stamp cancellation; and special features and 
releases in newspapers and magazines.

(f) Immigration Services
Red Cross maintains a Port Nursery at the Atlantic port of 

Halifax where immigrants and their families are welcomed, pro
vided with meals and an opportunity for rest, as well as information 
and helpful instructions before entraining for their final destina
tions. Reception centres are maintained in the large cities. A 
special centre is operated for assistance to air-borne British immi
grants.

(g) Enquiry Bureau
This bureau continues the work, started during the war, of tracing 

lost relatives and friends both in Canada and abroad. During a 
year some 18,000 letters are mailed and more than 9,700 enquiry 
forms forwarded.

VI. CONCLUSION
While it has only been possible here to briefly touch on the various 

Red Cross services in Canada, it is hoped that this report will show 
that the Canadian Society, true to the best Red Cross traditions, 
is not resting on the laurels won during the war, but is endeavouring 
to live up to its responsibilities in peace as in war for the “ improve
ment of health, the prevention of disease and the mitigation of 
suffering throughout the world” through the prosecution of a wide 
humanitarian peacetime programme for the benefit of all Canada 
and the world at large.
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• ·  ·Roll Call of

CA NA D I A N RED CR OS S  
PEACETIME S ER VI CES

+
• National Blood Transfusion Service

• Outpost Hospitals and Nursing Stations

• Aid for Sick and Disabled Veterans

• Canadian Junior Red Cross

• Assistance for Crippled Children

• Disaster Relief

• International Relief

• Medical and Dental Services

• Swimming and Water Safety Programme

• First Aid Instruction

• Home Nursing Courses

• Nutrition Service

• Sick Room Supply Loan Cupboards

• Canadian Red Cross Corps

• Women’s Work Committee

• Emergency Nursing Reserve

• Homemakers’ Service

• Highway First Aid Posts

" THE W O R K  OF M E R C Y  NEVER  E N D S"
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