
BRAZILIAN RED CROSS

Summary Report of Activities

I. Introduction
It is with great pleasure that the Brazilian Red 

Cross accept the invitation to take part in the Seventeenth 
International Cohference in Stockholm*

The Brazilian Red Cross thus gives evidence of Its 
desire to strengthen the ties which must link up the National 
Societies, and to see the League of Red Cross Societies and 
the International Committee of the Red Cross working in closer 
co-operati on.

The Brazilian Red Cross, one of the Societies of 
this great world organization, wishes to co-operate in this 
great undertaking, which offers aid and refuge to suffering 
humanity the world over*

We trust that this meeting which will endeavour to 
serve so noble an ideal, will he entirely successful.

II, Organization of the Society
(a) Date of foundation: December 5, 1908.
(b) Members of Central Committee: The Central Committee consists 

of eleven active members and four deputies; it includes
one President, two Vice-Presidents, one Secretary-General, 
one Under Secretary-General, three Secretaries, two 
Treasurers and one Legal Adviser. (This Committee will be 
in office up to December 31, 1948),

(c) Activities of the Brazilian Red Cross: These are carried 
out in co-operation with the Ministries of War, of External 
Relations, of Justice, of Education and" Health,

(d) The higher personnel and particularly the managing person
nel are unpaid, but receive small allowances, not exceeding 
1,500 cruzeiros (President’s allowance).
The office staff and subordinates are paid small salaries.
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There are many voluntary helpers, both at the Central 
Committee and in the various branches,

(e) There are 102 branches in the whole country,'Some are 
large, as in Sao Paulo, Porto Alegre, Recifa, Parana; 
others are much smaller* and may be described as Red 
Cross Stations,

(f) The President is the chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Society,,

III, Finances and Organization

(a) Members of the Brazilian Red Cross must either be nationals 
or naturalized, and in possession of their civic rights. 
Certain corporations, though not entitled to vote, may 
also become members. Candidates must be proposed by a 
member in possession of all his rights,

(b) Members : Some 10,000, This figure is increasing daily,
(c) Income is derived first from Federal grants, and those of 

States and municipalities, but these are small. The So
ciety organizese Red Cross days and weeks for the collec
tion of funds,

Our chief resources are derived from fêtes, sales, 
teas, contributions and drives arranged by our members, 
and from donations by persons to whom the Red Cross has 
been of some assistance, in particular patients discharged 
from hospital,. The Society thus balances its annual budget 
and allocates this money either to its relief and social 
welfare organizations, to the Committee, or to its Delega
tions abroad,

(d) Wo date is fixed for financial drives, but they generally 
take place during the Christmas and New Year periods.

IV „ Chief Activities in War Time

When Brazil entered the war, the Brazilian Red Cross 
aimed at carrying out the task it had assumed, by calling up 
its technical personnel and by developing the Army medical 
service. Our nurses went to care for those fighting for human 
liberty, and came home with honourable mentions and decora
tions.

At the same time, a wide-spread scheme was set up 
in Brazil, in which the Red Cross participated from the out-' 
set, for sending relief parcels to the fighting zones abroad,
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to member's of our forces in the Fernando de Noronha Archipelago 
and to the Italian battle-fields,, Many of our workers were de
corated with the War Service Medal,

The relief work for prisoners of war in Europe was 
on large’scale. Individual parcels for prisoners of war num
bered 94,143, representing a value of 10,200,000 cruzeiros. 
Relief in money and in kind for about 72 million cruzeiros.
Mail service and Individual Cases (in connection with prisoners
of war)........ ....... ................... 75,572
Messages forwarded ............*.......... 22,569
Individual cases received .................12,769
Individual cases forwarded „,.............  9,407

V, Present Activities and Future Plans
(a) The Relief Commission plans its work according to available 

resources, which have never been sufficient in our country. 
This is due to the fact that the population of Brazil is 
not always on the alert, as is the case in other countries 
such as Chili and Japan, where calamities such as floods, 
earthquakes, hurricanes and so on are frequent. In those 
countries, the principle of relief is firmly fixed in the 
public mind, and Red Cross organizations are therefore 
better developed and their resources much larger.

Our national organization has, however, always given 
service on the few occasions when it was found necessary, 
and did it most efficiently.

Examples of this took place during the floods which 
devastated some States, and during the serious droughts 
in the North East, when our Society co-operated with the 
Army medical service,

On the occasion of the serious earthquake In Chili, 
at Conception, an appeal for funds was made in Rio de 
Janeiro and we were able to send a vessel to Chili with 
medical stores and doctors. The Brazilian Red Cross re
cently sent relief supplies to Bolivia, after a flood, 
and to Paraguay during the recent national insurrection.
In the latter case, our aircraft carried staff and equip
ment for the relief of all who were in need, whether rebels 
or not,
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Besides relief for abroad and for our own popula
tion who were victims of calamities or experienced diffi
culties in starting afresh, our chief work is done in 
our hospitals, ambulances and dispensaries in Rio de 
Janeiro and at the headquarters of certain branches. Our 
principal hospital in Rio de Janeiro is now being enlarged. 
For this purpose, a large plot of ground next to our Head
quarters has been made available through the kind offices 
of the Prefect of the Federal District,

(b) Health Services - We have maternity, and mother and child 
welfare services in certain of our ambulances; we are now 
organising, at our headquarters, the first canteen for- 
distressed children, which will serve the same purpose.
Some of our branches for instance that of Sao Paulo, runs 
similar services,

(c) Nursing - Our nursing schools have trained a large number 
of professional nurses, of first aid workers and first aid 
volunteers. We are happy to say that the Nursing School
in Rio has just been recognized officially by a decree of 
the Government of the Republic, which fulfils a long 
cherished hope,

(d) Junior Red Cross - We are at present reorganising this 
important branch of our work and are already certain of 
the support of the elementary education authorities.

Our new regulations include a chapter on this matter, 
comprising the most recent prpvisions, and we shall soon 
have a Junior Red Cross Secretariat, A report thereon is 
being drawn up for the Seventeenth Conference,

(e) Official Relations - We are on excellent terms with the 
Government authorities. Representatives of each Ministry 
and of the Federal District Prefecture are on our Executive 
Committee« The President of the Republic is our honorary 
president, and several high Government officials are honor
ary members.

We correspond regularly with the international bodies, 
namely the League and the International Committee, and with 
some National Societies, In time of war, the Brazilian 
Red Cross punctually fulfils its obligations towards the 
Army medical service.
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VI, Conolusi on

We endeavour in every possible way to carry out our 
program, as far as our means allow. The efforts of the Brazil
ian Red Gross were recognised when, at the eventful meeting 
of November 15, 1845 in Paris, its President was elected one 
of the Vice-presidents of the Council of Governors of the' 
League, This post was filled, up to the time of his death, by 
our late President, General Ivo Soares, to whom we wish to pay 
a tribute here, in token of our gratitude.

As far as possible the new President will follow 
in his steps and will be constantly concerned, while carrying 
out the extensive task incumbent on him, to maintain the 
independence of our National Society in its relations with 
the Government, in conformity with the recommendation approved 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on November 19, 
1946, to further the prestige and renown of our institution.


