
ALBANIAN RED GROSS SOCIETY

Summary Report of Activities

The Albanian Red Cross Society was founded in 1921 
immediately after the constitution of the Albanian State,,
Our country was occupied by Fascist Italy on April 7, 1939, 
and the Society then lost all independence, the Italian 
Fascists subjecting it to their control, as a subsidiary of 
the Italian Red Cross,, It received similar treatment at the 
hands of the quislings of the country when the Nazi German 
forces arrived, after the capitulation of Italy,

The Albanian Red Cross received its entire inde
pendence in fact, with the entire liberation of the country.
At the beginning of 1945, the new Red Cross Society was 
formed, the foundations having been laid by the people them
selves in the course of the war of national liberation, when 
they carried aid to the inhabitants of the areas fired by the 
Fascists and when caring for the wounded partisans*

The solidarity and fellowship of our people and 
their humanitarian efforts, in contrast to the brutalities ' 
and inhuman cruelties perpetrated by the Fascist barbarians, 
were the true source of the new Society*

The Albanian Red Cross is, today, an organization 
of the people. It is independent in its activities, which are 
directed towards improving the health conditions of the popul
ation, and at the same time are carried out in collaboration 
with those agencies of the State engaged on work in that same 
field*

The plenary Executive Committee has a membership of 
twenty-nine, elected according to democratic rules in the 
General Assembly* This Committee, in its turn, elects a work
ing Committee of eight members*

With the exception of the President· and Secretary, 
all members of the Executive Committee are unpaid. All members 
of the local Committees also give their services free, with 
the exception of the Secretaries* At present the Society has 
47 town and district branches, with a membership of about 
75,000* Each citizen of the People's Republic of Albania who 
enjoys civic and political rights is eligible for membership 
of the Albanian Red Cross,, The main part of the Society’s 
revenue derives from the subscription of the members, fixed 
at a sum which is within the means of every citizen*
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The work of the Albanian Red Cross up to the end of 
1947 has been in social welfare and health* With the beginning 
of 1948, the Society’s activity has taken a fresh direction, 
which permits it to adapt itself closely to the new living 
conditions of our people* It has, for instance, given primary 
importance to raising the level of education of workers and 
peasants in health and hygiene, so that the measures taken 
by the Government agencies for improving public health, may 
find their fullest application*

In carrying out this new programme, the Albanian 
Red Cross during this year will by ready for the following 
tasks:

(a) - Opening of first-aid courses which the young people
of the workers and peasants and the school children 
must pass collectively;

(b) - Opening of courses for health workers, attended by
those who will spread the knowledge of the prin
ciples of health and hygiene in the villages, the 
factories and workshops and so on;

(c) - Organization of lectures on health education for
the people* These lectures are to have close bear
ing on the health and hygien problems of the coun
try*
Issue of various publications in popular form on 
health and hygien subjects;

(d) - Provision of fullest aid in medical equipment and
propaganda amongst the members in the campaign 
against diseases, such as malaria, tuberculosis 
and so on;

(e) - Opening of health and welfare centres and holiday
camps for children and convalescents, and co-oper
ation with Government agencies and the people's 
organizations in arranging similar centres and camps*

Formerly the Albanian Red Cross did not have a Junior 
Branch for young people* Thte General Assembly of the Society, 
which met on May 5 to 7, 1948, decided to form the Junior Red 
Cross and approved its Rules* The Albanian Junior Red Cross 
will train the youth from the point of view of health and 
hygiene, so that every boy and girl will have the opportunity 
to get the first-aid certificate* It will also put the Albanian 
youth in touch with the youth of all other countries throughout 
the world, by means of correspondence* It will, further, open 
holiday camps for young people and children*

Finally, the Albanian Red Cross has the duty of 
ensuring, with all the means in its power, that the Red Cross 
observes the principles of true democracy, and that it re-or
ganize itself into a popular institution such as will become 
a vital factor in the collaboration and fellowship of the na
tions and will be, too, a staunch defender of peace in the world.


