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A DIARY OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FLOOD

The following extracts are taken from a day~by~day report 
sent in to the headquarters of the American Red Cross "by Mr.
A. L. Schafer, who directed the relief operations arising out 
of the Californian floods last March* Taken together, they 
give a remarkably vivid bird!s eye view of the situation.

March 3rd, 1958, Several consecutive days of excessive rainfall 
have caused flooding of parts of Los Angeles County, California, 
and brought rivers to spate at other points in southern 
California,

Emergency needs In housing, food, clothing and medical care 
are being met through the Red Cross Chapters. In Los Angeles 
County between 9,000 and 10, 000 persons are under Red Cross care. 
Housing facilities in nearby homes, schools and public auditor
iums are adequate to meet the need. There is close working co
operation between the Red Cross and various governmental agen
cies. Experienced Red Cross disaster workers are at the scene 
of disaster and others are in readiness should need arise. Funds 
are being raised through popular subscription In the communities 
affected*

March 4th, 1958. Red Cross Chapters are feeding, housing and 
clothing individuals as follows;

Los Angeles................6,000
Sierra Madre............... 50
Glendale.  ...... . 100
Whittier,.................. 500
Alhambra................... 50
P a s a d e n a . . 50
Monrovia................... 1,200
Madera. . ......... . .........  " 400
Visalia. ................ . . . , 50
Santa Paula................  300
Long Beach,................ 150



All are comfortably housed in armouries,, school buildings and re
sidences where there is adequate warmth and where feeding and 
sanitary facilities are available. Prom present indications but 
subject to further information, the indication is that the need 
is that of temporary evacuation and care with comparatively small 
rehabilitation of homes required. All Red Cross Chapter Chairmen 
indicate very few homes are destroyed and that approximately 
1,500 homes are temporarily uninhabitable but repairable in Los 
Angeles County. The weather is clearing in the entire area.

The Red Cross is receiving excellent co-operation from the 
United States Army and Naval Communications Reserves, Weather 
Bureau and other governmental agencies many of whom have volun
tarily offered to assist the Red Cross in every possible way.

March 7th, 1958. Administrative headquarters have been establish
ed at the following points with trained Disaster Red Cross re
presentatives in charge of each area?

1. Los Angeles City
2. Los Angeles County
3. Ventura County
4. Orange County
5. Riverside County
6. San Bernardino County

In addition to the above areasj the Los Angeles Headquarters 
is in close contact with other Chapters in territories affected 
by flood conditions outside of the above listed counties.

Preliminary reports reflect the.following statistics as to 
number of homes destroyed and damaged?

Los Angeles City...... ,1, 859
Los Angeles County,... . 292
Ventura County.... . . .. 270
Orange County......... . 2,155
Riverside County...... . 520
San Bernardino County. . 500
Fresno County - Fresno Chapter is caring for

problem including approximately 
100 families.

Communication generally has been reestablished. Relief Com
mittees are functioning with maximum efficiency and health con
ditions good. Emergency needs being met.

A Relief Pund appeal has been inaugurated in California 
initially on the basis of $300,000 with quotas allocated to the 
southern California Chapters, The appeal has met with enthus-
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iastic response with the City of Los Angeles alone accepting a 
quota for itself of $100,000 and Fullerton $50,000.

March 19th, 1958. The torrential rain reached its height in most 
of the areas in midafternoon of March 2, continuing on for vary
ing periods of from one to five days throughout the different 
areas. This was the heaviest rain that Los Angeles County and 
this southern section of the state has had for several decades.
The rainfall for the season, as recorded in the local office of 
the Weather Bureau at Los Angeles was 22.93 inches to date, the 
normal rainfall to date 12.72 inches.

The territory affected hy this heavy rainfall consists of 
all that valley region on the southwest slope of the Santa Monica 
Mountains, the Angeles Range, the San Gabriel Mountains, the San 
Bernardino Mountains, and also the west slope of the Santa Susanna 
Mountains in Ventura County. In an almost unbelievable manner 
the excessive amount of water falling on these slopes, not only 
filled the old channels and branches, but literally defied all 
laws of gravity, failing to seek its own level, and washing in 
great sheets over hills, through orange groves and, of course, 
tore down through the natural canyons throughout these different 
mountain ranches. The Santa Ana River in Orange County left its 
regular course, entirely, making a new channel some six miles 
distant, which new channel followed quite closely the channel 
which the river followed some 50 years ago before it was changed 
by the hand of man into the recent channel.

The continuing rains in the San Joaquin Valley have driven 
many migrant workers from their cabins, necessitating temporary 
feeding of this group. These two situations, along with Dos 
Palos, Fresno and Firebaugh are strictly emergency. There will 
be no rehabilitation programme whatsoever, unless Fresno develops 
a few cases of damage to homes which we will have to take care of.

Practically every Red Cross Chapter throughout the entire 
affected area promptly launched their programme of emergency feed
ing, clothing and shelter of those driven from their homes by the 
floods. You may recall that on the second and third of December 
we held a two day Disaster Institute in this territory, at which 
time all disaster preparedness committees went over their plans 
with us and also discussed plans of co-ordination of other public 
and private agencies. Mr. Rice, appointed by the city of Los 
Angeles, as Co-ordinator of the Emergency Disaster Preparedness 
Council, came to our office in person to tell us at the close of 
the emergency work that there had been splendid co-ordination in
sofar as all agencies, including the Red Cross were concerned, with 
very little confusion and with every agency, both public and 
private, assuming its full and rightful share of responsibility. 
This was very much in contrast to the situation which followed the
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Long Beach earthquake of March 10, 1933.

The churches, schools, and Legion were very active, especial 
ly in the housing of refugees. The State Relief Administration 
which was taxed to its utmost before the flood, is in some in
stances, notably Orange County, hardly able to take care of their 
load, and their failure to do this is temporarily increasing the 
responsibility of the Red Cross even though the unemployment was 
not occasioned by the disaster. Every effort is being made to 
rectify this situation.

It has indeed been most gratifying to note the way in which 
the Chapters responded to this emergency and the way in which 
their disaster preparedness organizations assumed responsibility 
right from the early hours of Wednesday afternoon. At no time 
has there been any question as to the Red Cross position in the 
relief programme. In all instances we have endeavoured through 
National personnel to support Chapters without the semblance of 
imposing National organization setup upon them. Of course, it 
will be our purpose to continue this line of action, hoping there 
by to strengthen the Chapters for the future and as far as pos
sible to create the impression that there is, after all, one Red 
Cross with no line of demarcation between National and Chapter 
organization,
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