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PRESENTATION OP THE CONCLUSIONS ADOPTED PROVISIONALLY BY THE 
CONFERENCE OP EXPERTS WHICH MET AT PARIS JANUARY 25 to 30, 
1837, UNDER THE AUSPICES OP THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COM
MITTEE AND THE LEAGUE OP RED CROSS SOCIETIES, IN CONFORMITY 
WITH THE RESOLUTION OP THE XVth INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CON
FERENCE. (TOKYO, OCTOBER 1934).

Presented by Mademoiselle d!HAUSSONVILLE 
French Red Cross

The honour has fallen to me, as member of the Conference 
of Experts which met in Paris at the headquarters of the League 
of Red Cross Societies in January 1837, to present to you the 
provisional conclusions adopted at the close of our d elibera-
tions*

These deliberations in which eminent personalities belong
ing to national Red Cross Societies, and qualified experts, 
took part, had for their object the study of the organization 
of the relief services and the role of the nurse and the volun 
tary aid in time of war and of public disaster.

The reports presented at this conference of experts are 
in your hands. Therefore I shall not analyse them here.

You will have realized, in reading them, the capital im
portance, and also the complexity presented by the subjects 
dealt with. In fact it is the entire role of the Red Cross In 
the field of practical execution of its mission that Is passed 
in reviewj it Is putting into operation the great principles 
Inscribed in the international conventionsi

To support the governmental authorities in time of peace 
as in time of war, rapidly and efficiently, to possess Impec
cable technical equipment, to have an instructed, disciplined, 
devoted personnel, ready to respond to every call and to do 
its duty even to the sacrifice of life, in the alleviation of 
human suffering and distress. This is the whole ambition of 
the Red Cross and the ideal which it has constantly present In 
mind.

The realization of this ideal cannot be left to chance or 
Improvisation and the enthusiasm of willing workers. There 
must be order and perseverance in planning, Instructing, an
ticipating, organizing.



2 .

These undisputable and undisputed rules are, by reason of 
their very obviousness, adopted by all the Red Cross Societies.

The methods of execution must remain very elastic and var
ied and be adapted to the mentality, the habits and the resour
ces of countries essentially different in their geographical, 
economic and political structure.

The conclusions reached by the Conference of Experts and 
which it presents for your approval, take into account these 
diverse contingencies. I now give you the main lines of these 
conclusions.
General organization -

This should be undertaken;
Locally, by the preparation of first aid teams, always 

available, provided with the necessary equipment for rapid ac
tion; nationally, by the collaboration of the Red Cross with 
the governmental authorities and private organizations willing 
to co-operate; internationally through help given by the sis
ter Red Cross Societies and by the governments, through the 
intermediary of the International Relief Union, and the Inter
national Red Cross Committee (Reports of Senator Ciraolo,
MM. Dronsart, Bondy, Romano, Knudtson)«
The relief personnel -

They should;
Know the origin of the Red Cross, the principles which gov

ern the Geneva Convention, the present organization of the In
ternational Red Cross, the duties imposed on, the rights ac
corded to, the members of the Red Cross in the e xercise of their 
functions (Reports of M. des Gouttes, Colonel Lraudt, M.de Rouge).

Possess, thanks to appropriate training given especially 
to the nurses and the voluntary aids, the technical knowledge 
necessary for the accomplishment of the varied tasks which may 
devolve upon them, In every grade of the service (Reports of 
General (Dr.) Sudre, General (Dr.) Spire, Mademoiselle Odier, 
and Dame Beryl Oliver).
Equipment and means of transport;

Possess or be able to procure promptly, all the necessary 
equipment for the organization of relief, care of the injured, 
the sick, the evacuated, equipment with which the personnel 
should be perfectly familiar; moreover they should have train
ing in improvising methods which may be utilized in case of 
emergency.
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Means of transporting the sick and injured should also be 
studied beforehand* including aviation; the nursing person
nel and the voluntary aids should be instructed in aerial navi
gation (Reports of Dr. Patry and Colonel Thomann).
Medical and Social Service -

This should complete the relief work:
Through the prevention of epidemics, disinfection carried 

out by competent persons; through investigation of the most 
urgent needs, and the rehabilitation, as promptly as circum
stances will permit, of the families into their normal life 
(Reports of Professor Otto, Dp. Radkoff, Mr. Bondy).

Is it necessary to point out, what will have already been 
made clear to you from reading these reports, the spirit in 
which these relief services should operate in case of disaster, 
as in time of war.

Spirit of order to avoid confusion and overlapping, gen
erators of disorder and waste.

Spirit of disinterestedness which seeks neither personal 
success nor the vain glory of official congratulations.

Spirit of devotion towards the victims of disasters and 
of wars, without distinction of race, religion, political or 
national opinions.

In a word, the Red Cross spirit, whose splendid emblem 
floats above the distresses of ourtroubled world like a sign 
of collaboration, of hope, of charity.

Inter arma caritas l
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