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Report on the activities of the Guatemalan Red Cross, presented 
at the 16th International Red Cross Conference, in London, 
20th to 24th June, 1938.

The Guatemalan Red Cross presents to the 16th Inter
national Red Cross Conference its sincere greeting, and its 
hope that the labours of the Assembly may be, as in the past, 
of great benefit for the International Red Cross, and for 
humanity in general.

A report follows of the work carried out from 1934 to 1938.

The Guatemalan Red Cross began its work in 1923, its 
founders having received the assistance of the Government. 
Its commencement was, mainly, theoretic, but, as time went on, 
it gained strength, and eventually became enrolled in the Inter
national Red Cross, recognised by the International Red Cross 
Committee and the League of Red Cross Societies on 15th 
August, 1923.

From then onwards, the Institution has given its services 
free, without interruption in its labours. It has endeavoured to 
comply with its obligations, has maintained uninterrupted its 
connection with the International Red Cross Committee and 
the League of Red Cross Societies, and with all the sister 
societies, with all of which it has exchanged journals. Within 
its means it has always endeavoured to combat epidemics, by 
prevention or cure, principally smallpox, not only by vaccina
tion, but by means of energetic campaign when this terrible 
scourge has come upon the country; for instance in July, 1927, 
and subsequently in lesser degree.



It has also fought malaria, treating the sufferers either with 
quinine injections or pastilles. From time to time it has 
appointed commissions to counteract the scourge all over the 
world, and in regard to the great calamities which have taken 
place at different times in Latin America it has always played 
its part in sending financial aid within its powers when these 
countries have suffered in consequence of earthquakes, cyclones 
and floods.

In regard to its development, it has encouraged from the 
beginning, the setting up of departmental committees and dele
gations, and is now engaged in intensifying the work of its 
organisation.

Since the founding of the Institution, its work has been 
somewhat hampered, due to lack of suitable premises of its 
own, but from January, 1934, its labours have taken on a new 
aspect. Thanks to the initiative of the President of the Insti
tution, Dr. José Luis Asensio, in approaching the President of 
the Republic, General Jorge Ubico, the Institution was able to 
obtain its own premises, where it has functioned since that date.

The Guatemalan Red Cross operates a daily service of 
free consultations, in charge of a doctor, and a section for 
treatment. From the start it has maintained complete statistics 
of its medical services, annotating a card with detailed informa
tion of each patient. The cards are numbered consecutively, 
the latest card bearing the number 13,802. Many of the patients 
return to renew the treatment, but a new card is not made out, 
the fresh details being noted on the old card. These repetitions 
increase individual services by some 30%, which, added to the



13,802, make a total of 17,942, comprising consultations, treat
ments, injections, etc. This movement has taken place in the 
four years since the Guatemalan Red Cross transferred to its 
new building.

A stock of medicines has been maintained for benefit of 
patients, thus avoiding the handing out of prescriptions which, 
in most cases, the patient would not be able to afford. In 
addition, every month, a number of prescriptions have been 
granted, to be made up at the chemist’s without charge, the 
account being paid monthly by the Treasurer of the Institution. 
Similarly, the ambulance has been in daily service in all sectors 
of the City and outlying provinces, having covered up to date 
28,628 kilometres, and conducting 2,190 patients to hospital 
or domicile.

The Directing Council has always deplored its inability 
to develop the activities inherent to a Red Cross Association, 
such as a service for blood transfusion, a laboratory for parasito
logical examinations, and its desire to implant a dispensary for 
pre-tuherculous persons.

Preliminary study was made for instituting a School for 
Nurses. A plan was formulated, but, unfortunately, funds will 
not permit this idea to be carried out.

Notwithstanding the obstacles in the way of fulfilling its 
high mission, the Guatemalan Red Cross has not lost strength, 
and has always managed to comply with its ideals, carrying 
comfort and hope to all who may be in need. At this moment, 
with all possible goodwill, a campaign is being planned which,



if carried into effect, will be of transcendental benefit. This is 
the founding of a “ National League against Cancer,”  in con
nection with which Doctor Carlos Ruano, of this City, presented 
a plan of action to be placed under the patronage of the Guate
malan Red Cross. The preamble is as follows : “ The Guatemalan 
Red Cross, making use of the powers conferred upon it by its 
underlying purpose, appeals to the nation to initiate a campaign 
against cancer, which assails many of our defenceless people. 
For the purpose of inaugurating the campaign, it is proposed 
to seek the co-operation of the Heads of the Departments of 
Social Service, and Public Health, the Child Protection Society, 
the Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, the Press, etc., etc.”

The Guatemalan Red Cross warmly welcomed this project, 
and is taking steps accordingly.

*  *  * *  #

Reference is now made to Items Nos. 3 and 7 which appear 
on the Order Paper of the International Conference.

In regard to Item 3, “ Co-operation of the National Societies 
with governmental bodies in their respective countries,”  the 
Guatemalan Red Cross has always co-operated with its Govern
ment, in peace time as well as in war, or public catastrophe. 
The Ministry of the Interior (Ministerio de Gobernación y 
Justicia), according to Article 3 of the Statutes of the Guate
malan Red Cross, is the medium of communication between 
the Government and the Institution.



In time of emergency of any kind, more or less serious, 
the corresponding warning is received from the Government to 
mobilise the equipment of the Institution. From that moment 
the Guatemalan Red Cross is in contact with the Government 
and the military authority, and its entire humanitarian service 
brought into action.

In regard to Item No. 7, “ Relations between Governments 
and Red Cross Societies,”  the Guatemalan Red Cross, although 
at present it does not receive a subvention from the State, nor 
any dues, it owns the premises in which it dispenses free service 
whilst the Institution functions without interruption.

In addition the Government grants exemption from Customs 
Duty on medicines, etc., imported for its services. The Institu
tion also enjoys free postage for its correspondence within the 
country. And lastly, by agreement dated 19th June, 1934, the 
President of the Republic authorises the Guatemalan Red 
Cross to hold a “ Red Cross Week”  for collecting funds and 
issuing propaganda without the usual restrictions, to cover its 
needs for the year.

From the preceding notes some appreciation of the work 
of the Guatemalan Red Cross will have been derived, and it 
sustains the hope that at some future date it will be able to 
give account of greater efforts, and greater benefits, in aid of 
those in need.

MAY, 1938.GUATEMALA CITY, 
GUATEMALA. 
(Central America).


