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TH E AM ERICAN RED CROSS 
SIN CE TH E T O K Y O  CONFERENCE.

Although it has seemed, over the past four years, that 
America was ridding itself of a “  depression”  psychosis, the 
period has been a troubled one of readjustment and change 
from an economic standpoint, and a trying one in that 
three of the largest natural catastrophes in the history of 
the country struck during that time. For the American 
Red Cross, then, it was a particularly busy time.

It is significant that the American Red Cross was able 
to carry the relief load resulting from these disasters. At 
the same time striking proof was offered that the American 
people looked to the Red Cross as their official agency for 
the administration of relief throughout the country. This 
fact is even more arresting when one realizes that relief 
funds to cover these operations came entirely as free-will 
donations from citizens in all walks of life — the majority 
of the donations being small contributions from a few cents 
to a few dollars. The total amount raised to cover these 
relief operations was $31,281,000.

But while disaster relief dominated the Red Cross pic
ture in America during this period, the regular “ peace
time”  activities of the Red Cross were not allowed to lag. 
Remarkable growth was achieved in all branches of Red 
Cross work. The fight for better health conditions through
out the country was continued. The public was mobi
lized for aggression against alarming numbers of accidents 
on highways, in homes, and on farms. Volunteer services
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were increased. A large number of veterans and active 
service men was assisted. Thousands of civilian families 
were aided. Meanwhile, a systematic and effective effort 
was being made to acquaint the public with the work of 
the Red Cross, both national and international. The strik
ing growth of the Society in both membership and ac
complishment is proof enough that the work was successful.

Brief resumes of work carried out by the American Red 
Cross since the last meeting of the International Committee 
in Tokyo are given in the pages that follow. In examining 
this report, delegates from other countries are reminded 
that information in printed form concerning any of the 
American Red Cross services is available upon request at 
Headquarters of the American Red Cross in Washington.

Disaster Service.

In the past four years the American Red Cross has been 
tested not only more frequently than ever before but by 
one of the greatest catastrophes in the history of our coun
try — the Ohio and Mississippi Flood. In these four years 
the organization directed relief operations in 474 disasters, 
far exceeding all previous Red Cross records.

In the early spring of 1936 floods caused by ice-jams 
along New England and Ohio valley regions, combined 
with melting snows and excessive rainfall, wreaked havoc 
over twelve eastern states. Relief work was hardly under 
way on these operations before tornadoes practically 
demolished two large southern towns and severely damaged 
many more, leaving hundreds of dead and injured in their 
wake.

During the summer of 1936 New York State, one of the 
richest American regions, was visited by floods resulting 
from a series of cloudbursts. Later that same year hur
ricanes swept in from the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean, 
killing hundreds of persons and destroying millions of dol
lars in property and personal belongings in Florida.
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The greatest test of all was the Ohio and Mississippi Val
ley Flood of 1937, when the Red Cross was called upon to 
meet all necessities of life for 1,500,000 refugees. It was 
the worst calamity in the history of our country and relief 
costing approximately $25,000,000 was effectively and 
efficiently handled. Long experience, years of prepara
tion and thousands of devoted volunteers enabled the Red 
Cross to meet the supreme emergency.

After the emergency was passed the Red Cross entered 
the field of rehabilitation, helping those without sufficient 
means to repair and refurnish other homes. All were 
placed on the road to their pre-disaster status. A year 
later, in the entire 1500 miles of flood devastation there 
remain but few marks of America’s greatest disaster.

In four years the Red Cross has gone far in “ disaster 
prevention” , not actually preventing disasters but elimi
nating many of their evil effects. With U. S. Army En
gineers the organization is making studies which will deter
mine the districts which will be flooded when river gauges 
show various markings. The plan is to move people out 
in advance of floods. Hurricane warning services have 
been perfected through cooperation of the Weather Bureau. 
Chapters in danger zones have developed excellent com
munication and transportation facilities for hastily moving 
people from the path of the storm.

The following table shows the widespread activities of 
the Disaster Service, including assistance to disaster vic
tims of other countries:

No of 
domestic 
disasters

Relief
Expenditures

No of 
foreign 

disasters

Contributions 
from American 

Red Cross

1933-34 . . . . .. 96 $ 1,567,048.64 7 $ 59,000
1934-35 . .. . . . 128 617,895.25 2 12,500
1935-36 . . .  . . . 144 5,099,206.53 6 54,138.36
1936-37 . . .  . . . 106 23,392,687.27 6 69,515.13

474 $30,676,837.69 21 $ 195,153.49
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Civilian Home Service.

Civilian Home Service is a Chapter activity and consists 
of relief and case work service to people in trouble. This 
includes direct relief to families in need on account of illness, 
unemployment, old age, and for other causes, and certain 
types of special relief such as diet for the sick, glasses for 
school children, aid to transient families, orthopedic ap
pliances for cripples, and school lunch projects.

As a Red Cross activity it is confined to those communi
ties not having other private agencies which have assumed 
such responsibilities, and is therefore necessarily limited to 
the smaller communities and rural areas since well esta
blished private family agencies were already in existence 
when this extension of our Home Service work was appro
ved at the end of the World War.

There are 745 Chapters with Civilian Home Service pro
grams, and 2,136 others which render relief to families on 
occasion, largely supplementing the work of public relief 
agencies. This means that 77% of our Chapters do some 
degree of relief work although the number is considerably 
higher in a few states.

The trend has been for the Chapters to do less relief work 
during the last four years on account of the extensive 
unemployment situation and increased activities of public 
relief agencies in this sort of work. The Chapters, there
fore, have been in a position to concentrate upon the ren
dering of neighborly service to people in difficulty and have 
developed many constructive programs, such as the use of 
vacant lots and unused farm land for gardens. This has 
included the distribution of free seed and garden tools, 
and instructions on gardening, and has assisted many 
unemployed families to become at least partially self- 
supporting.

Our Chapters have been active in supplying clothing and 
especially shoes to school children making it possible for 
many to attend continuously.
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W ar Service.
War Service of the American Red Cross is responsible 

for carrying out duties fixed by Congressional Charter in 
relation to military and naval forces during both war and 
peace time. Assistance in the adjustment of social pro
blems is given to officers, nurses and. enlisted men in all 
branches of the active service; to veterans of war or peace 
time service who have disabilities due to such service; to 
the dependants of these two groups and to the families of 
men who have died as a result of military duty.

This service is rendered jointly by 3,400 Chapters having 
Home Service sections located in all parts of the United 
States and by workers assigned by the National Organiza
tion for duty covering over 800 military, naval and Coast 
Guard stations and 55 offices of the Veterans’ Administra
tion, the Federal Government department which handles 
the affairs of disabled and other ex-service men.

The past four years of continuing financial stress have 
greatly increased the demand for service. The Red Cross 
has cooperated with the Federal Government in such mat
ters as recruiting veterans for Civilian Conservation Corps; 
employment service for veterans; enrollment for work 
relief; care of transients in Federal camps and so forth.

Medical social service is provided by professionally train
ed Red Cross workers in 18 general hospitals of the Army 
and Navy caring for ill members of the active military and 
naval service. In addition, hundreds of volunteers spe
cially selected and trained for their Red Cross duties give 
supplemental volunteer service in 51 Federal hospitals.

During each of the past four years, Red Cross Chapters 
have given service to approximately 225,000 such indivi
duals and families. In addition, members of the national 
staff, working in Government hospitals, military stations 
and Veteran’s Administration offices, have reported approx
imately 85,000 such persons and families served each year 
during the same four year period.
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Medicai Service,

The work of Red Cross Chapters in 3,700 communities 
where they are located throughout the United States has 
become increasingly valuable as a part of the community 
machinery. In the field of general public health, as well 
as the work covered by the other Red Cross services, this 
has been particularly true.

Many health projects have been undertaken in commu
nities where no organized health service exists, or where 
funds are inadequate for such work through official chan
nels. Chapters have been in action against pellagra in the 
south, diphtheria immunization throughout the country, 
volunteer blood transfusion services, and have given assis
tance to health departments and local physicians in fighting 
epidemics.

In the fight against pellagra, the Red Cross has had an 
especially active part. Recognizing that the disease came 
from deficient dietary practices, the growing of gardens was 
encouraged by the free distribution of garden seeds to 
needy families, and powdered yeast, the most effective 
preventive “ medicine”  against pellagra known to science, 
was widely distributed.

Since the beginning of the campaign against pellagra the 
Red Cross has distributed more than half a million pounds 
of powdered yeast and 750,000 packages of garden seeds. 
That this work has been effective is proved by statistics, 
which show a 60% decline in the number of deaths from 
pellagra since 1927.

To combat diphtheria the Red Cross has consistently or
ganized immunization clinics with the help of local health 
authorities, and the Society has also furnished funds in 
many instances for the employment of physicians or nurses 
to carry out this work.

Many Chapters, particularly in larger cities, have become 
interested in promoting volunteer blood transfusion ser
vices for hospitals and physicians — this service to be called 
upon when patients are unable to pay the fee charged by
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professional blood donors. These volunteer donors re
ceive a complete physical examination and their blood is 
typed. Upon call from a hospital or physician the Chapter 
transports the donor to the hospital, thus making it pos
sible for needy patients to receive the required blood with 
minimum delay.

In scattered communities throughout the country where 
facilities for bedside care are inadequate the Red Cross has 
furnished assistance in certain types of epidemics -— parti
cularly typhoid and cerebro-spinal meningitis. Here 
nurses are employed to give bedside care in the home or 
patients are removed to hospitals, thus providing better 
care of the patients and more effective isolation, to prevent 
the spread of the disease. Occasionally emergency hos
pitals are set up when other hospital facilities in the com
munity are inadequate.

Nutrition Service.

During the past four years a number of Red Cross Chap
ters have made an effort to keep in step with the action 
taken by governmental agencies, public welfare depart
ments, social case working agencies and nursing organiza
tions to safeguard the nutrition and health of the individuals 
and families under their care so that they might live more 
healthfully and respectfully. Campaigns for improved 
nutrition meet with favorable response because reduced 
income and often illness make the public more receptive 
to nutrition education.

With the increasing recognition of the importance of 
nutrition and the need for greater emphasis of nutrition as 
a phase of public health, Red Cross Chapters have conti
nued to make accessible to community groups reliable in
formation on food needs, good buying practices and safe 
food economics by means of food and nutrition courses. 
Where funds permitted Chapters have continued or ini
tiated demonstrations on the practical usefulness of the
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nutritionist in the community health program. The ob
jective of these demonstrations is to lessen the gap between 
existing knowledge on or relation of nutrition to high levels 
of health and its practical application to everyday living 
and eating.

Along with these efforts of Red Cross Chapters there has 
been a trend toward a more effective translation of nutri
tion into Red Cross service programs in public health nur
sing, social case work and disaster relief. The public 
health nurse and social case workers as co-workers of the 
nutritionist become the machinery for influencing food 
practices in their contacts with the family.

Nursing Service.
The American Red Cross Nursing Service now maintains 

a first reserve of nurses under forty, unmarried and physi
cally fit for active service in time of war, of 14,791. The 
second reserve, composed of nurses who are still active but 
are not eligible for military service, is 23,788, making a 
total of 38,579 nurses eligible for duty.

Nursing Service has been making strenuous efforts to 
enlarge the first reserve in order to draw an adequate num
ber of nurses to serve in time of disaster and other Chapter 
emergencies. Plans are also in progress for conferences, 
institutes and a better preparation of nurses for Red Cross 
services.

During the year 1936, a total of 1777 nurses were assigned 
to disasters. During the Ohio-Mississippi flood disaster of 
1937, approximately 3600 nurses were called into service.

The Delano Memorial Services, made possible through 
the late Jane A. Delano’s will, have offered this past year 
thirteen itinerant nurses to rural communities where medi
cal or nursing services have never been available.

The objective of the Nursing Service is centered upon 
increasing the enrollment. This can only be accomplished 
through an efficient service and the ability to interest the
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young graduates. Through the efforts of the late Admiral 
Cary T. Grayson, a most comprehensive study was made 
of the Service by Miss Alta E. Dines, Director, Nursing 
Service, Association for Improvement of the Conditions 
of the Poor of New York. This study awaits the approval 
of the Central Committee.

The director of the Nursing Service and the Public 
Health field staff have attended many state and district 
nursing association meetings for the purpose of bringing 
the Red Cross to the young graduate. The Society may 
report a forward march during the past year, for enrollments 
are increasing very rapidly and it is hoped in the near future 
to reach the desired number in the reserve lists.

Public Health Nursing 
and

Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick.

The celebration of the 25th anniversary of American Red 
Cross Public Health Nursing Service was widely observed 
throughout the United States during 1937. This was an 
important milestone in Red Cross history.

It was in 1912 that the American Red Cross Public 
Health Nursing came into existence through the stimula
tion of Miss Lillian D. Wald of New York’s Henry Street 
Settlement. During subsequent years, the Town and 
Country Nursing did three things which gave great impetus 
to the development and practice of skilled rural public 
health nursing. The first of these consisted in setting up 
standards of training and experience for rural nurses; the 
second consisted in enrolling nurses in the Town and Coun
try Nursing Service who were then employed by a few far- 
visioned Red Cross Chapters, women’s clubs, and other 
community organizations; and the third, in supervising and 
encouraging these agencies in the maintenance of these 
services.
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In 25 years, the Red Cross, through its Chapters and 
Branches, has established a total of 2,977 services and re
established 616. Many of these have been transferred to 
public agencies; others discontinued entirely. Our records 
today show 496 services still financed in full or part by the 
Red Cross. Of these 130 have been in operation from 16 to 
18 years, and 11 for more than 20 years.

The course, Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick, was 
started in Washington, D. C., through the efforts of Miss 
Mabel Boardman in 1908. Since 1913 the course has been 
based on the textbook —  Home Hygiene and Care of the 
Sick —  written by Jane A. Delano in 1913. The fifth revi
sion of this textbook was published in 1933 but the revised 
Guide for Instructors, who teach this course, was published 
in 1935. The following figures illustrate the increased 
interest and demand for this kind of health education:

Instructors Certificates
Issued

1933-34.......................... active-1425 49,006
1936-37.......................... active-1615 54,830

To assist nurses who teach the Red Cross course, Home 
Hygiene and Care of the Sick, institutes were started in 
1935. During the last four years 7,118 nurses have attend
ed these institutes.

Instructors are trying to improve their teaching by at
tendance at summer schools. During the last four years 
a total of 386 nurses attended these Teacher Training 
Courses conducted during the summer in cooperation with 
the six universities and colleges scattered over the United 
States.

Approximately 3600 nurses were on duty in the Ohio- 
Mississipi Valley Flood of 1937. These nurses were instru
mental in checking the spread of disease, giving nursing 
care, teaching the principles of health and improving the 
morale of the thousands who were refugees for many months 
in this national disaster.
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The objectives of the First Aid and Life Saving Service 
of the American Red Cross are to provide instruction in 
methods of administering emergency treatment promptly 
and intelligently before professional medical aid can be 
secured in the case of injured persons, and training young 
and old in methods of water safety in the case of Life Sa
ving to eliminate preventable loss of lives from drowning. 
Faced as we are, in America, with an annual total of more 
than 100,000 accidental deaths (of which between 7,000 and 
8,000 are drownings), the Red Cross in this country plans 
its program toward the education of all who may be inter
ested in knowing something of what to do when their fellow 
men are hurt or in peril of their lives.

That results are attending our efforts may be noted in the 
fact that since 1913 there has been a marked decrease in 
the loss of life by drowning in spite of a tremendous increase 
in the number of persons using widespread facilities for 
swimming and water sports. Unfortunately, the invention 
of more and more mechanical equipment, the increasing 
number of automobiles in daily use, and the fast pace we 
are geared to in our daily lives has increased rather than 
decreased the number of deaths and permanent injuries 
from accidental sources other than drownings.

The remarkable interest that has been aroused in First 
Aid and Life Saving in America during the past few years 
could best be shown by a comparison of figures for the four 
years preceeding the Tokyo Conference, and the three years 
and mine months that have elapsed since that time (at this 
writing).

From 1931 through 1934 a total of 338,122 certificates 
were granted men, women, boys and girls who completed 
courses in First Aid, 286,771 certificates to those completing 
courses in Life Saving. From 1934 through March, 1938, 
a total of 843,632 First Aid certificates were awarded (more 
than double the previous four years’ total) while 301,225 cer
tificates were granted in Life Saving, a substantial increase.

First Aid and Life Saving Service.
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Since the Tokyo Conference several new developments 
have taken place in American Red Cross First Aid and Life 
Saving. Probably the most important of these was the 
development of the Highway Emergency First Aid pro
gram, inaugurated in 1935. Since that time the Red Cross 
has concentrated on planting emergency First Aid Stations 
on all leading American highways, and today a total of 
2,186 stations have been established on thoroughfares from 
the Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific.

Supplementing these fixed stations, scores of public 
utility or other commercial companies have equipped their 
vehicles with First Aid Kits after the drivers and other 
company employees have undergone a thorough course of 
training in First Aid under trained Red Cross instructors. 
Not only commercial companies, but members of state 
police highway patrols and employees of state highway 
departments have been trained in this work. More recently 
members of the United States Rorder Patrol along fron
tiers between Canada and Mexico and the United States 
have also been trained as First Aid administrators.

An increasing number of young people and youth leaders 
are attending National Aquatic Schools located at strategic 
points across the United States. In twelve schools last 
summer 1,417 advanced students, drawn from Red Cross 
Chapters, organized camps, municipal education depart
ments, private schools, and other organizations, spent 
10 days receiving the latest methods of instruction in 
teaching swimming, Life Saving, boat handling, and water 
sports generally. Through these young leaders, an untold 
number of other Americans are brought closer into contact 
with approved water safety methods.

Continuing its policy of presenting sound and practical 
material to students of water safety through textbooks, an 
entirely new textbook on First Aid was released in 1933, 
and since that time more than 735,000 copies have been 
sold. In 1937 a new textbook in Life Saving was published 
which is adapted both to teaching and learning. Bound 
in a limp water-proof cover, the book contains 141 illus-
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trations, many of them showing for the first time under
water views of action and techniques involved in various 
Life Saving procedures.

Considerable attention has been given to the making of 
motion pictures, underwater and otherwise, the films bear
ing a close relationship to textboods used in the Life Saving 
Examiners’ Training Course. These films are at present 
being used mainly in connection with assignments covered 
by members of the national field staff.

An outstanding accomplishment during the past three 
years has been the training given officers and men in Civi
lian Conservation Corps camps through the United States. 
During the summer of 1935, for instance, 56 schools for 
these young men were held, with a total attendance of more 
than 4,000 enrollees. They in turn went back to their res
pective camps to continue the teaching among their camp- 
mates. This training for CCC camps has continued since 
that time. Training schools for American Indians have 
been held also.

In pool, beach, and waterfront planning, the advice of 
the American Red Cross life saving experts is sought and 
followed by private organizations, camps, municipalities, 
states, and various bureaus of the Federal Government.

Home and Farm Accident Prevention.

In 1935, the American National Red Cross became a 
positive creative force in the field of accident prevention 
when it inaugurated its program of accident prevention in 
the home and on the farm.

The Red Cross specializes in home and farm accident 
prevention (1) because no organized efforts are being made 
by other agencies in these areas, their efforts being almost 
wholly confined to industrial and highway safety and fire 
prevention; and (2) because more people are being injured, 
maimed and killed in home and farm accidents than in
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accidents on the highway, in other public places, or in 
industry.

For three years now the Red Cross has conducted its 
annual home and farm self-inspection campaign for acci
dent prevention participated in by more than 1,700 Chap
ters. It has distributed some 40,000 copies of its ‘ ‘ Group 
Discussion Course on Home and Farm Accident Preven
tion”  (ARC 1027) to teachers and group leaders. It is 
now contemplating the preparation of more formal text
books, one on home accident prevention, another on farm 
accident prevention.

The American Red Cross has found that this safety pro
gram consists of three parts — first, agitation; second, pro
motion and organization; and third, education. Intensive 
education of the public on the needs for accident prevention 
is to be undertaken in future programs.

Volunteer Special Services.
The outstanding developments in American Red Cross 

volunteer services have been the increase in the services 
and the extension of further lines of training. Additional 
Chairmen of Volunteer Service have been appointed in the 
Chapters, and Staff Assistance classes have been increased.

The Production Services were very active during the 
1937 Ohio Mississippi Valley flood disaster in collecting, 
sorting and packing hundreds of thousands of garments 
for the flooded area. Certain Canteen Groups, notably 
that of Cincinnati, Ohio, rendered valuable service during 
the flood disaster. In this particular Chapter some 800 
women were serving approximately 8,000 people with 
meals. Special training has been developed for the Can
teen Corps along the lines of mass feeding, and properly 
balanced diets, at small cost. The Motor Corps in many 
Chapters assisted in the collection of garments and supplies, 
to be shipped to the flooded area. The transportation of 
patients to clinics has increased. The Braille Service has
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added to its course in Grade One and a Half, a course in 
Grade Two and prepared a textbook for the same.

In certain Chapters there has been a decided advance 
along the lines of Health Aids, and their use in hospitals and 
clinics. Training in Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick, 
which is compulsory for these aids, is supplemented by 
additional lectures on Hospital Ethics. A course in Family 
Case Work for Home Service Volunteers has been prepared 
and used by many Chapters, and the Hospital and Recre
ation Service (‘ ‘ Gray Ladies” ), has been expanded in both 
Federal and civilian hospitals.

American Junior Red Cross.
Few organizations could boast the phenomenal growth 

consistently shown by the American Junior Red Cross 
during the past four years. This is mainly attributed to 
the fact that American school authorities have recognized 
the value of the Junior Red Cross — the importance of its 
international nature as well as its domestic undertakings — 
and have wholeheartedly lent their efforts toward the 
spread of the Junior Red Cross idea. The rapid growth in 
membership has been paralleled by the development of 
activities in the international, national, and local phases of 
the program.

Membership in the American Junior Red Cross increased 
from 7,350,280 in 1934 to 8,351,298 in December, 1937. 
Attendance of Junior Red Cross delegates at the annual 
National Conventions increased from a few more than 300 
in 1934 to more than 600 in 1937.

The major activities accepted from the beginning as 
especially appropriate to Junior Red Cross work have con
tinued steadily. These include the sending annually of 
about 50,000 Christmas boxes to other countries, steady 
participation in international school correspondence, and, 
through the National Children’s Fund, world-wide partner
ship in significant international enterprises.

17



One small grant from the Fund was used to purchase, in 
cooperation with the Canadian Red Cross, a tract of two 
acres in the International Peace Garden on the boundary 
between North Dakota and Manitoba, a specific reminder 
of the part that the Junior Red Cross of these countries is 
playing in the development of world friendship among 
young people.

The exchange of American Junior Red Cross personnel 
with personnel from the Junior Section of the League, and 
other countries, has resulted in valuable ideas of program 
development.

Perhaps the most significant new development in the 
international program is the use of radio as a direct medium 
for exchange of greetings with Junior Red Cross members 
of other countries. The first instance of this was in Octo
ber 1935 when Juniors from six countries gave greetings 
heard in America. At the time this report is written a 
script is in preparation by Junior Red Cross members to be 
broadcast from their Convention in May 1938 to Europe 
and South America. Others will follow in the fall of 1938.

Several major national service activities have expanded 
during the quadrennium including service to men in Go
vernment hospitals and the Navy, giving brailled stories, 
greeting cards, and toys to 5,000 blind children throughout 
the States, and exchanges of intersectional correspondence 
within the United States.

Cooperation of these youthful members in the Red Cross 
work of Disaster Relief has grown significantly. In the 
great floods of 1937, recreation centers for children were 
organized through the National Children’s Fund in all the 
camps.

Along with the use of radio for international exchange, 
there is an increasingly widespread participation of Junior 
Red Cross members in broadcasts given over local radio 
stations.

All the members, but particularly those of secondary 
school age, have developed a deep sense of their responsi
bility in meeting the problems of their communities and

18



the nation today. Perhaps the most significant single 
development in the program of the American Junior Red 
Cross has been the effort to guide and educate this impulse 
through material in the Junior magazines.

Several regional conferences have been held during the 
past four years for discussion of adult leadership problems. 
In the spring of 1938 there were perhaps a dozen such in
stitutes. A general demand among these leaders for a 
special training course, comparable to courses for other 
Red Cross volunteers, is certain to be met before very long.

Circulation of the two Junior Red Cross magazines has 
increased with the membership. The Junior R ed Cross 
N ew s (elementary schools) now has a circulation of 178,000, 
and that of the J unior  R ed Cross Journal (for secondary 
schools) 16,000.

Insular and Foreign Operations.
During the four years which have elapsed since the 

Tokyo Conference the Chapters of the American Red Cross 
in the Philippine Islands, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Canal Zone, 
Virgin Islands, Guam and Samoa, functioning under the 
supervision of Insular and Foreign Operations of National 
Headquarters, have made notable growth and their efforts 
and achievements in expansion to meet local needs are 
comparable to the records of national Red Cross societies.

Fully cognizant of the need of extensive social reform, 
the Chapters, in addition to executing regular duties, have 
conducted serious studies and surveys of local conditions 
in order to alleviate long existing distress among the natives. 
Agreements consummated between the Red Cross and in
sular governmental officials resulted in the effective coor
dination of activities of all agencies concerned with specific 
health problems as well as disaster and other relief projects. 
This work has resulted in the establishment of permanent 
Community Health-Social Centers, slum eradication and 
improved facilities for the needy.
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Reports of Roll Call memberships, including the Navy 
and Merchant Marine, indicate constant gains and the 
prompt and generous response to all demands reflects 
healthy Chapters.

Contributions in foreign disasters are restricted to those 
where needs are overwhelming. Floods in the Philippines, 
Poland, China and Canada; earthquakes in India, Colombia 
and El Salvador; hurricanes in Haiti, Nicaragua, Cuba, 
Honduras and Colombia, and typhoons and fires in the 
Philippines, at the time of great magnitude, have seemed 
of lesser importance since the outbreak of hostilities in 
Ethiopia, the civil war in Spain, and the more recent conflict 
in China.

In conformity with policy, the American Red Cross par
ticipates in the international activities of the Red Cross 
through the International Red Cross Committee of Geneva, 
the League of Red Cross Societies in Paris and by contri
butions of funds for disaster relief in other countries. Con
sequently, through the Department of State and the Inter
national Red Cross Committee it has made available sub
stantial sums for relief in Spain and China. This money 
has been used for hospital and medical supplies and repa
triation of Americans stranded in the various war zones. 
Through the intervention of the Department of State, and 
the family inquiry service of the International Committee, 
the American Red Cross has been able to secure welfare 
reports on individuals and families in the affected area.

A typical example of coordination of work cooperation 
between the Red Cross and governmental agencies was that 
given by the Philippine Red Cross (American National Red 
Cross) in the recent repatriation of Americans from the 
war zone of China. As soon as evacuation was ordered the 
American Red Cross appropriated $10,000 to be used by 
the American Consul in Shanghai and $20,000 to help the 
Philippine Red Cross receive and care for the evacuees. 
When the task appeared to be colossal, the United States 
Congress appropriated the sum of $500,000 to be expended 
jointly by the American Consul in Manila and the Philip-
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pine Red Cross. The work was handled harmoniously and 
efficiently and has received commendation from all quar
ters.

Thus the Chapters outside the continental limits of the 
r United States march steadily on in improving conditions

in the communities they serve.

21



IM P . U N IO N , P A R IS  

13 , R U E  M É C H A IN


