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FOREWORD

The Red Cross stands tor the desire oi mankind to 
alleviate human suffering and so far as possible to pre- 
/ent it. Those who serve under the Red Cross banner 
throughout the world all are pledged to this common 
ideal to the exclusion of all political, racial or religious 
prejudice.

The International Red Cross comprises:
The In te r n a tio n a l  R ed  Cross Co m m itte e , an inde

pendent body whose essential characteristic is its abso
lute neutrality, and which is entrusted with the main
tenance of fundamental Red Cross principles;

The L ea g u e  of R ed  Cross So cie tie s , an association 
of national Societies banded together for purposes of 
practical co-operation and mutual assistance in peace
time.

The whole body of n atio n al  So c ie tie s , numbering 
63 in all, represent together more than 30,000,000 Red 
Cross members; these Societies are independent, volun
tary organizations, enjoying the recognition of their 
respective Governments, which promote and encourage 
their humanitarian work. The great force of public 
opinion standing behind the national Red Cross 
Societies supports their work because it aims at giving 
practical realization to the finest and most ‘ unselfish 
impulses and aspirations of humanity.

The supreme deliberative authority of the Inter
national Red Cross is the International Conference.





I
THE BEGINNINGS OF THE RED CROSS 

MOVEMENT
In November 1862, Henri Dunant, of Geneva, pub

lished a book entitled ‘ ‘ A Souvenir of Solferino ’ This 
was the beginning of the movement which was to’become 
associated with the words “ Red Cross” . To day the 
Red Cross has become the symbol of humanitarian 
endeavour throughout the world.

The immediate end pursued by Dunant was to secure 
the solemn recognition of ‘ ' some international principle 
formulated in terms of a convention and recognized as 
inviolable, which, once agreed upon and ratified, should 
serve as a basis for the activity of societies for the relief 
of the wounded in the different countries of Europe” . 
With this object in view he approached M. Gustave 
Moynier, President of the Genevese So ciété  d ’U tilité  
P ublique ; and this society decided, in February 1863, 
to set up a committee of five members to examine the 
proposal put forward by the author of the “ Souvenir 
of Solferino” .

The committee so appointed did not confine itself to 
the technical aspect of the question but at the same 
time made representations in various quarters with a 
view to getting the result of its work approved and 
recognized by a representative international body. In 
this it was successful. A conference met in Geneva 
from October 26th to 29th, 1863, the delegates of 16 
European States participating. This conference took 
cognizance of a short and simple draft, providing for the 
formation of national committees in each country, to 
act as auxiliaries to Army Medical Services with the 
consent and agreement of their respective Governments. 
The uniform fundamental bases of the Red Cross 
movement were thus laid down once and for all, and 
for all countries.
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The Geneva Convention of 1864.
The participants at this initial meeting, however, 

had no power to give practical effect to their recom
mendations. Another meeting was consequently held 
in 1864— this time a diplomatic conference of accre
dited Government representatives, convoked by the 
Swiss Federal Council after consultation with ’certain 
other Governments. The conference was attended by 
26 delegates representing 16 European states, and its 
deliberations resulted in the signing of the Geneva 
Convention of August 22nd, 1864. The spirit of this 
Convention has been faithfully maintained by the sub
sequent diplomatic conferences of 1906 and 1929, which 
were summoned to bring up to date and supplement the 
provisions of the 1864 Convention. Its primary object 
was, of course, to give recognition to the principle that 
the sick and wounded in time of war, the ambulances 
and hospitals in which they are placed, and the medical 
and auxiliary staff attending them, are to be regarded 
as neutral at all times and in all circumstances. The 
Convention laid down that it is the duty of belligerents 
to collect and care for sick or wounded soldiers irres
pective of nationality.

The Convention of 1864 further established the Red 
Cross on a white ground (1) as the emblem of this neu
trality, and it was recognized from the outset that the 
Red Cross should be used not only by Army Medical 
Services but also by duly recognized relief societies 
constituted to act as auxiliaries to the Army Medical 
Services; and these Societies were known from the be
ginning as Red Cross Societies. Similarly the Geneva

(1) As an exception, the emblem of the Red Crescent 
has been assimilated to the Red Cross in Turkey, Egypt, 
Iraq and part of the territory of the U. S. S. R ., and the 
emblem of the Red Lion and Sun in Iran.
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Committee has acquired world-wide moral authority as 
“ The International Red Cross Committee” .

The International Red Cross Conferences.
The International Committee had been requested 

by the conference of 1863 “ to work for the maintenance 
and development of mutual relations between the na
tional central committees” . In pursuance of this man
date, the Committee inaugurated, in 1867, a series of 
International Red Cross Conferences, in which the dele
gates of national Societies participate side by side with 
representatives of the Governments signatory to the 
Convention. The 15 international conferences held
since 1867 have met at the following centres:

Paris...............
Berlin . . . .  
Geneva. . . . 
Karlsruhe . . 
Rome . . . .  
Vienna. . . . 
St. Petersburg 
London . . . 
Washington. . 
Geneva. . . . 
Geneva. . . . 
Geneva. . . . 
The Hague. . 
Brussels . . . 
Tokyo . . . .

1867
1869
1884
1887
1892
1897
1902
1907
1912
1921
1923
1925
1928
1930
1934

In the intervals between Conferences, the affairs of 
the International Red Cross are entrusted to a Perma
nent Commission composed of representatives of na
tional Societies, of the International Red Cross Com
mittee and of the League of Red Cross Societies.

2
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THE NATIONAL RED CROSS SOCIETIES
The first relief societies known as national Red Cross 

Societies were formed in 1863.
The number of national Red Cross Societies now offi

cially recognized is 62 including, provisionally, that of 
the Netherlands East Indies. Of these Societies nine 
(the American, Belgian, British, French, Italian, Japa
nese, Netherlands, Portuguese, and Spanish Red Cross 
Societies) include important branches in the colonies 
or dependencies of their respective countries, and some 
of these branches enjoy complete autonomy. Thus the 
Red Cross Societies of the British Dominions (Australia, 
Canada, India, New Zealand and South Africa) were 
originally formed as branches of the British Red Cross, 
but have now been officially recognized as independent 
Societies.

On the other hand, the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Alliance of the U. S. S. R., which is a federation of the 
Armenian, Georgian, Russian, Ukrainian and White 
Russian Red Cross, and the Azerbaidjan, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan and Tadjikistan Red Crescent Societies, is 
considered from the international standpoint as con
stituting a single Society.

Principles of National Red Cross Organization.
The national Societies all pursue the same objects, 

and their activities are based upon identical principles; 
their organization, on the other hand, is far from uni
form. Each Society, however, has at its head a central 
committee which is responsible for the Society’s policy. 
To qualify for admittance to the world alliance of the 
Red Cross, each new Society must satisfy the following 
requirements:
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(1) The Society must be formed in a country in 
which the Geneva Convention is in force.

(2) It must be formed in a country where there is 
no existing Society already recognized by the Inter
national Committee.

(3) It must be recognized by the Government of 
its country as auxiliary to the Army Medical Service.

(4) It must be called a national Red Cross Society.
(5) It must adopt as emblem a Red Cross on a white 

ground.
(6) It must have at its head a Central Committee 

which is the only body authorized to represent it in 
relation to the other Societies.

(7) Its field of action must cover the entire terri
tory of its country, including dependencies.

(8) Its membership must be open to all nationals 
without any distinction, particularly as regards sex, 
religion or political opinion.

(9) Its programme must be so formed as not to 
exclude any appropriate branch of medical work in 
connexion with the fighting services.

(10) It must be pledged to prepare itself in peace 
time for its wartime work.

(11) It must adhere to the principle of moral union 
which links all the national Societies together.

(12) It must undertake to maintain a continuous 
relationship with the other national Societies and with 
the International Committee.

Provided that the above conditions are fulfilled, each 
national Society is free to adopt the organization consi
dered most suitable to the conditions prevailing in its 
country. In point of fact, most Societies have adopted
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a decentralized form of organization with a view to 
giving their activities the widest possible geographical 
extent and securing the assistance of all whose co
operation may be of service.

This system of organization involves the creation 
of local committees in considerable numbers. In some 
countries, between the Central Committee and the local 
committees, “ regional”  or provincial committees have 
been formed, for the purpose of co-ordinating the work 
of local committees within a given area.

Thirty-three Million Members.
A complete list of the widely varying activities of 

national Societies cannot be given here. Their pri
mary purpose continues to be the provision of care 
for the sick and wounded, and prisoners of armies and 
navies in wartime; but their peacetime activity also 
has developed on a scale which places Red Cross So
cieties in the forefront among the organizations whose 
work serves, at all times, to mitigate suffering through
out the world. To support this programme, the natio
nal Societies maintain a vast and growing membership, 
which now comprises an aggregate of sixteen million 
adult and seventeen-and-a-half million junior members.

Preparation of Red Cross Societies for their 
Wartime Responsibilities.

By definition, the national Red Cross Societies are 
auxiliaries to Army Medical Services. The Army 
Medical Services have the prior claim to use the emblem 
consisting of a Red Cross on a white ground, and the 
national Red Cross Societies enjoy the same privilege 
only because they are auxiliaries to these Services.
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In this capacity, it is their duty to hold personnel, 
material and hospitals constantly in readiness to fulfil 
their primary obligations.

By personnel is meant: doctors, nurses (male and 
female), and voluntary aids.

The material should comprise: Conveyances (trains, 
ships, aeroplanes, automobiles, carts, ambulances, 
stretchers); buildings and furniture, bedding, cooking 
utensils, etc.; surgical instruments; dressings and anti
septic appliances; serums, vaccines, disinfectants, re
medies; analytical laboratories; X -Ray equipment.

As regards hospitals, the great majority of the 
national Societies possess their own model hospital, 
generally at the seat of their Central Committee, with 
dispensaries, school for nurses, etc.

The national Societies should be ready, in time of 
emergency, to centuple if necessary their peace-time 
equipment and staff. The setting up of improvised 
hospitals is undoubtedly one of the most useful and 
urgent tasks of the national Red Cross Societies in time 
of war.

The national Societies also have an important post
war mission to perform in the training of disabled men, 
assistance to ex-service men, provision of homes for 
the permanently disabled, and assistance to the popu
lations of devasted regions.

The Peacetime Red Cross Programme.
In the field of disaster relief the public has come to 

look more and more towards the Red Cross, and to 
expect the Red Cross to handle disaster situations. 
The principal influences which have turned public 
opinion in this direction have no doubt been the example 
of the American, Belgian, Italian, Japanese and other 
Societies, and the important initiative which is asso-
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ciated with the name of Senator Ciraolo, Honorary 
President of the Italian Red Cross. Disasters, unfor
tunately, are of such frequency that the calls upon 
national Societies in this field are very heavy; but every 
year finds them in a better position to discharge their 
responsibilities in disaster relief, and the recent forma
tion of the International Relief Union, in accordance 
with the Convention which was signed at Geneva under 
the auspices of the League of Nations in 1927, has pro
vided an international system of co-ordination in the 
relief field which will no doubt lead to greater activity 
and improved organization in this domain. (The 
central services of this Union are provided by the Inter
national Red Cross bodies).

In the health field, mention must be made of the 
important contribution of certain national Societies in 
connexion with permanent hospitals; to their parti
cipation in the campaigns against tuberculosis, venereal 
disease, cancer, malaria, epidemics, etc.; to their acti
vities in connexion with hospital social service; to their 
dispensaries and clinics, including in particular child 
clinics and maternity centres; their work in connexion 
with the formation of emergency hospitals and mobile 
ambulances, air ambulances, etc. Nor must their 
extensive first-aid services— on highways, in mines 
in forest regions, and elsewhere—be forgotten.

The contribution of national Red Cross Societies to 
the cause of the improvement of health is by no means 
confined to the establishment of such institutions as 
those above mentioned, and to participation in health 
propaganda. The majority of national Societies have 
also assumed extensive responsibilities in connexion 
with the training and enrolment of nurses; and to assist 
the nurses the Red Cross forms volunteer corps or de
tachments, comprising nurses’ aids, orderlies, dispen
saries, radiographers, etc., who can be mobilized in
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emergencies. In the nursing field, national Red Cross 
Societies have shown special interest in the stimulation 
of public health nursing work.

Another aspect of Red Cross work which has assumed 
outstanding importance since the World War is the 
Junior Red Cross. The Junior membership oi national 
Red Cross Societies is organized for the purpose of encou
raging schoolchildren to adopt and practise health 
habits and to develop in them the spirit and practice of 
service which lies at the basis of the Red Cross ideal. 
In 1936, the number of Juniors in the world was esti
mated at about sixteen million, distributed between 
52 different national Societies.

The programme of activity of the national Red Cross 
Societies of course involves extensive co-operation with 
other philanthropic bodies—a co-operation which ex
tends from the national into the international field 
through the intermediary of the internatidnal Red Cross 
bodies.
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THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 
COMMITTEE

The committee of five appointed by the Genevese 
‘ ‘ Société d’Utilité Publique ’ ’ in February 1863, assumed 
from the outset the name “ International Committee”  
and the International Red Cross Committee of to-day 
remains faithful to the original conception of its founders.

In accordance with its Statutes, the International 
Committee is recruited by co-optation from among 
Swiss citizens, but its membership may in no circum
stances exceed 25. It may, however, elect honorary 
members. The Committee is international in name 
and spirit, and its value has been repeatedly recognized 
by International Red Cross Conferences, which have 
felt that it gives every guarantee of neutrality, impar
tiality and independence. The Diplomatic Conference 
of Geneva in 1929 gave official consecration to the 
humanitarian activity of the International Committee 
in the text of the Convention relating to the treatment 
of Prisoners of War, dated July 27th, 1929.

Its first President was Gustave Moynier (1863-1910), 
who was succeeded by Gustave Ador (1910-1928). 
Since 1928 its President has been M. Max Huber, Judge 
and one-time President of the Permanent Court of 
International Justice.

Rôle of the International Committee.
The essential functions of the International Com

mittee are:
to watch over the maintenance of fundamental Red 

Cross principles, and, when new Societies are formed, 
to accord them recognition and accredit them to the 
Societies already existing;

to promote the adhesion of all civilized States to the 
Geneva Convention;
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to watch over the observance of the obligatory pro
visions of this instrument of international public law, 
denouncing breaches of the Convention and urging 
Governments to secure its observance by means of 
legislation, military regulations, etc.

to create international agencies in wartime for the 
relief of war sufferers, especially prisoners of war, pro
viding information and means of communication be
tween prisoners and their families, visiting prisoners’ 
camps, etc. (1).

The Committee further acts as a voluntary medium 
in time of peace, war or armed conflict between Govern
ments, peoples, and groups of dilferent nationalities, 
with a view to mutual humanitarian assistance and re
lief for war sufferers and the victims of distress and di
saster of all kinds.

Many of the International Committee’s initiatives 
have received the approval and sanction of Interna
tional Red Cross Conferences, and these conferences 
have given the Committee a certain number of specific 
mandates and responsibility for distributing among 
national Societies the income of certain funds (e.g. the 
Augusta and Shôken Funds). The Committee has also 
been entrusted by the Conferences with the distribution 
of the Florence Nightingale medals, for which candi
dates are presented by the national Societies.

The International Committee is occasionally called 
upon to play the rôle of protector in exceptional cir
cumstances, such as the Italo-Ethiopian conflict, when 
States sending ambulance units asked it to notify the 
presence of the units to the belligerent powers and to 
guarantee their neutrality.

(t) Cf. Convention relating to treatment of Prisoners 
of War, July 27, 1929, articles 79 and 88.
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Standardization of Ambulance Material.
In accordance with a resolution of the X llth  Inter

national Red Cross Conference, the International Red 
Cross Committee has founded in Geneva an interna
tional institute for the study of ambulance material. 
This institute has undertaken the methodical classi
fication of stretchers, stretcher holders, identity discs, 
emergency dressings, first aid packets and first aid 
boxes, the exhibits being obtained from Army Medical 
Services and national Red Cross Societies.

Since 1926, the International Committee has called 
an annual meeting of an international Commission for 
the standardization of ambulance material, including 
representatives of the Army Medical Services of some 
15 different countries. Twenty-one resolutions adopted 
by this Commission received the approval of the X lllth , 
XIVth and XVth International Red Cross Conferences. 
The XVth Conference, recognizing the value of the 
Commission’s labours, enlarged its programme and 
changed its name to the Standing International Com
mission for the Standardization of Ambulance Material.

Protection of Civilian Populations against Chemical 
Warfare.

The problem of chemical warfare was discussed for 
the first time at the X llth  International Conference in 
October 1925.

Following that Conference, the International Com
mittee constituted an International Commission of 
Experts to consider the question of the protection of 
civilians against chemical warfare.

A library of books, papers and documents connected 
with this subject has been formed at Geneva, and mixed 
commissions have been set up in several countries to
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work out defensive measures against chemical warfare. 
The International Committee, while regarding this 
work as necessary and carrying it on on that basis, plays 
an active part in the moral campaign against the whole 
idea of chemical warfare, which was condemned by the 
Geneva Protocol of June 17th, 1925. The Committee 
has twice addressed circulars to the Governments signa
tory to the Geneva Convention urging them to sign and 
ratify this Protocol.

On February 18th, 1932, the International Com
mittee (following a meeting of experts held at Geneva 
in December 1931) submitted to the Disarmament Con
ference a collection of data relating to chemical and 
aerial warfare, appealing to the Conference to take steps 
to proscribe bombardments from the air and the use of 
poison gas and bacteria. The Committee’s appeal did 
not fall on deaf ears, for today nearly every Govern
ment is actively organizing the safeguard of civilians 
against this deadly peril.

juridical Studies.
The International Committee is frequently called 

upon to study juridical problems which arise in con
nexion with the functions and activities of the Red 
Cross. It took an active part in the organization of 
the Diplomatic Conference of July 1929. which led to 
the third revision of the Geneva Convention for improv
ing the conditions of sick and wounded soldiers on the 
battlefield, and to the elaboration of the Convention 
relating to the treatment of prisoners of war. The 
studies which the Committee has since made in regard 
to the protection of civilians in occupied or enemy 
territory, and on the subject of air ambulance services, 
were approved in October 1934 by the XVth Inter
national Red Cross Conference and will shortly be sub
mitted to a new Diplomatic Conference.
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The International Committee is now engaged in ma
king plans for the revision and extension of the Geneva 
Convention in order to adapt it to new methods of war
fare, the need for such revision having been made parti
cularly apparent by recent events. It is taking similar 
steps in regard to the Xth Hague Convention of 1907 
relating to the application of the principles of the Ge
neva Convention to naval warfare, the text of which has 
not yet been amended.

Research and Case Work Service.
Individual researches and investigations regarding 

ex-prisoners of the Great War continue today, after 
twenty years, to provide a large number of the cases 
dealt with by this service.

There are also miscellaneous requests involving 
enquiries in all countries with the assistance of national 
Red Cross Societies and other humanitarian organi
zations. Such cases generally arise out of investigations 
made with a view to re-uniting the members of a family 
which has been scattered owing to the War or to poli
tical upheavals.

The research service of the International Red Cross 
Committee also takes responsibility for the safe trans
mission of documents entrusted to it for that purpose 
(identity papers required by travellers abroad in order 
to put their papers in order or secure their repatriation; 
certificates and documents relating to ex-prisoners of 
war, ex-service men, etc.) This service also deals with 
the transport of relief stores for distribution by the 
delegates of the International Red Cross Committee 
abroad.

Since October 1936, the International Committee has 
been maintaining a special service for transmitting news 
to families in Spain, and is dealing with an average of 
one thousand applications a day.
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THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

In 1919, on the proposal of Mr. Henry P. Davison, 
of the War Council of the American Red Cross, the Red 
Cross Societies of France, Great Britain, Italy, Japan 
and the United States, founded the League of Red Cross 
Societies, for the purpose of maintaining during 
peacetime the spirit of devoted service brought by the 
national Societies during the War to the alleviation of 
human suffering. The founders of the League set out 
to obtain the support of this great force for a programme 
which is defined as follows in the second of the League’s 
Articles of Association:

“ The League shall be non-political, non-governmental 
and non-sectarian.

“ The objects of the League are to encourage and 
facilitate at all times Red Cross action for the relief of 
suffering humanity. It shall for this purpose :

1. Encourage and promote in every country the 
establishment and development of a duly authorized 
voluntary national Red Cross organization working in 
accord with the principles of the Geneva Convention.

2. Collaborate with these organizations in the im
provement of health, the prevention of disease and the 
mitigation of suffering.

3. Place within the reach of all peoples the benefits 
to be derived from present known facts and new contri
butions to science and medical knowledge and their 
application.
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4. Furnish a medium for co-operating with national 
Red Cross Societies in promoting, stimulating, and co
ordinating relief work in case of national or interna
tional calamities” .

The League’s Programme.
The first three years of the League’s existence were 

mainly devoted to experiments and investigations in 
many fields, as the result of which it was found possible 
in March 1922, to draw up a definite programme based 
on the statutory objects above indicated. The aim 
of this programme was to assist in the development of 
the national Societies’ work; to stimulate popular 
membership with a view to widening the influence of 
the Red Cross; to create among all classes of society an 
enlightened desire to improve health conditions, and 
public knowledge of the means by which they can be 
obtained; and to promote, with the assistance of the 
League Secretariat, popular health instruction, public 
health nursing work and Junior Red Cross development. 
The Junior Red Cross was described as “ a particularly 
appropriate means of furthering the education of the 
rising generation in the health field and, generally, of 
inculcating in children, at the age when they are most 
amenable to suggestion, the spirit of service which lies 
at the basis of the Red Cross ideal” .

In April 1924, the national Societies endorsed this 
programme, and resolved that it should be completed 
by laying greater emphasis on the functions of 
the League in connexion with international relief 
work.
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The Organization of the League.

Any national Red Cross Society organized in con
formity with the principles of the Geneva Convention 
and pursing the objects set forth in the Articles of Asso
ciation, is eligible for membership in the League.

Under the Articles of Association, the control of the 
affairs of the League is vested in a Board of Governors 
and an Executive Committee.

The Board of Governors meets every two years. It 
consists of one representative of each national Society 
belonging to the League. The Board elects a Chairman, 
who is also Chairman of the Executive Committee, and 
three Vice-Chairmen. In addition, the Chairman of 
the Central Committee of the Red Cross Society of the 
country in which the League has its headquarters is 
ex-officio a Vice-Chairman.

The Executive Committee comprises the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairmen of the Board of Governors, and 
seven members elected by the Board. The Executive 
Committee meets every six months at League head
quarters. The Secretary General, Treasurer General, 
and a Technical Counsellor, are appointed by the Board 
of Governors. The Secretariat includes experts in 
Disaster Relief, Health, Nurisng, and Junior Red Cross 
questions, and its members are selected for their special 
qualifications irrespective of nationality. The Secretary 
General’s office co-ordinates the work of the Secretariat 
as a whole, and deals with matters of organization, 
information and publications.

The headquarters of the League was originally esta
blished at Geneva. It was transferred to Paris in 
August 1922.
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The Work of the Secretariat.
The work of the League Secretariat consists in as

sisting national Red Cross Societies to improve their 
organization, widen their membership and develop their 
peacetime activities in conformity with their national 
conditions and so far as possible in co-operation with 
other bodies, governmental and private.

The national Societies have shown themselves desirous 
of assisting in the co-ordination of the health and wel
fare work undertaken in their respective countries, and 
this has naturally led the League Secretariat to aim at 
facilitating similar co-ordination in the international 
field. Close relations have consequently been esta
blished with other international bodies working on lines 
parallel to those of the League’s programme.

Contact between the League Secretariat and the 
national Red Cross Societies is maintained by corres
pondence, by visits of members of the Secretariat to 
national Societies, and by study visits paid by the re
presentatives of national Societies to League head
quarters.

Aside from the biennial meetings of the Board of 
Governors, regional conferences are organized by the 
League Secretariat. These conferences bring together 
the representatives of national Societies which are 
confronted with problems arising out of similar geo
graphical, economic and social conditions. The ex
changes of views promoted by such conferences are 
calculated to help forward the solution of these problems 
through co-operative action.

The first cycle of regional conferences opened with 
the First Oriental Red Cross Conference, held at Bang
kok in November 1922 and attended by representatives 
of seven Red Cross Societies. Nine Eastern European



THE LEAGUE 23

Societies were represented at a Conference in Warsaw 
in April 1923, and in November 1923 the Buenos Aires 
Conference brought together 15 Red Cross Societies 
from different countries of the American Continents.

The second cycle took place in 1925 and 1926. 
Twenty-six national Societies were represented at the 
Vienna Conference (May 1925), 34 at the Washington 
Conference (May 1926), and 19 at the Tokyo Conference 
in November 1926.

The third cycle began with a Conference at Prague 
in 1933, and continued with a meeting at Rio de Janeiro 
in 1935.

Documentation, technical papers and pamphlets on 
special subjects are prepared by the Secretariat at the 
request of member Societies, and in connexion with 
conferences and other Red Cross functions. It makes 
a continual study of problems connected with disaster 
relief, health, nursing and Junior Red Cross.

The League possesses a film library, and a central 
service is entrusted with the collections of pamphlets, 
posters, etc. The film library contains films illustrating 
different phases of Red Cross peacetime activity.

Specimen collections of posters and pamphlets are 
supplied to national Societies and through them to 
other organizations. Films are similarly lent out upon
request.



V

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE LEAGUE 
AND THE COMMITTEE

The International Committee and the League work 
closely together on a basis of constant mutual co
operation. Each of the two bodies, however, preserves 
its individuality and its own field of activity, corres
ponding roughly to wartime activity on the one hand 
and peacetime activity on the other. One means by 
which the co-operation between the two bodies is as
sured is the accrediting of a delegate of the International 
Committee to the League and of a delegate of the 
League to the Committee.

Since the formation, in 1933, of the International 
Relief Union— a federation of Governments for disaster 
relief purposes, based upon a Convention signed at 
Geneva in July 1927, and of which the promoter was 
Senator Giovanni Ciraolo, Hon. President of the Italian 
Red Cross and Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Union— the International Red Cross Committee 
and the League of Red Cross Societies have taken joint 
responsibility for the work of the Central and Perma
nent Services of this Union.



IN TERN ATION AL RED CROSS COM M ITTEE

Members.
Prof. Max H u b e r , Doctor of Law, Former Chairman of 

the International Court of Justice, President (1923)*.
Dr. Georges P a t r y , Colonel and Physician of the 1st 

Division of the Swiss Army, Vice-President (1929).
Colonel Guillaume F a v r e , Vice-President (1931).
Prof. Paul L o g o z , Doctor of Law, Professor of Penal Law 

at Geneva University, Vice-President (1921).
M. Rodolphe d e  H a l l e r , Banker, Treasurer (1924).
Prof. Paul des G o u t t e s , Doctor of Law, Barrister (1918).
Colonel Edmond B o is sie r  (1914).
Professor Bernard B o u v ie r , honorary professor of Geneva 

University (1919).
M. Jacques Ch e n e v iè r e , Author (1919).
Dr. Lucien Cr a m e r , Doctor of Law (1921).
Dr. Giuseppe M o t t a , President of the Confederation (1923).
Mile Suzanne F e r r iè r e , Secretary of the International 

Migration Service (1924).
Dr. G. E. A u d e o u d , former Divisional Surgeon of the 

Swiss Army (1925).
Mile Lucie Od ie r , former Chief of the Public Health 

Nursing Service of the Genevese Red Cross (1930).
Colonel Franz Rodolphe d e  P l a n t a  (1930).
Dr. Heinrich Z a n g g e r , University Professor and Director 

of the Zurich Institute of Legal Medicine (1932).
Prof. Carl J. B u r c k h a r t , D. Phil., Professor at the Uni

versity Institute of International Study, Geneva (1933).
M. Jacques-Barthélemy M ic h e l i, Engineer (1935).
M. Georges W a g n iè r e , Doctor of Law, Former Swiss 

Minister in Rome (1936).
M. Paul-Edmond M a r t in , D. L. L., Professor of History 

at Geneva University (1937).
M. Lucien Na ville  (1937).

Honorary Members.
H. E. M. Frédéric B a r b e y -A d o r , Swiss Minister in 

Brussels (1915).
Mme Ed. F r ic k -C r a m e r  (1915).

* Date of joining the Committee.



LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

Board of Governors.
The Board of Governors is composed of one repre

sentative from each of the national Societies members
of the League. Its Chairman is Admiral Cary T. Gr a y 
son , Chairman of the American Red Cross.

Executive Committee
Admiral Cary T. G r a y s o n  (Chairman of Lhe American 

Red Cross), Chairman of the Board of Governors.
Lieut.-Colonel P. D r a u d t  (representing the German R ed  

Cross), Vice-Chairman of the Board.
Señor E. J. Co n il l  (representing the Cuban Red Cross), 

Vice-Chairman of the Board.
Marquis d e  L il l e r s  (President of the French Red Cross), 

Vice-Chairman of the Board.
Mr. S. Y a m a n o u c h i (Delegate in Europe of the Japanese 

Red Cross), Vice-Chairman of the Board.
The Hon. Sir Arthur St a n l e y  (Chairman of the British 

Red Cross).
H. E. Senator G. Cir a o l o  (former President of the Ita

lian Red Cross).
Mr. Donker Cu r t iu s  (Secretary-General o f the Nether

lands Red Cross).
H. E. General B r ie b a  (President of the Chilian Red 

Cross).
Colonel Jens M e in ic h  (President of the Norwegian Red 

Cross).
Mr. E. d e  S im on  (President of the Hungarian Red Cross).
A  representative of the Turkish Red Crescent.

Secretary-General : M. B. de ROUGÉ



ADDRESSES OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEES 
OF NATIONAL RED CROSS SOCIETIES

ALBANIA : Kryqi i Kuq Shqiptar —  Tirana.
ARGENTIN A: Cruz Roja Argentina —  Calle Juncal 1635, Buenos 

Aires.
AU STRALIA: Australian Red Cross Society —  Latrobe Street 42-46, 

Melbourne.
AU STRIA: Oesterreichische Gesellschaft vom Roten Kreuze —  Milch 

gasse 1, Vienna. I.
BELGIUM : Croix-Rouge de Belgique —  80, rue de Livourne, Brussels.
B OLIVIA: Cruz Roja Boliviana —  La Paz.
BRAZIL: Cruz Roja Vermelha Brazileira —  Praça Cruz Vermelha, 

Rio de Janeiro.
BULG ARIA: Bjlgarsko Drougestvo Cherven Krest —  19, boulevard 

Totleben, Sofia.
CANADA: Canadian Red Cross Society — 621, Jarvis Street, Toronto, 5.
CHILI: Comité central de la Cruz Roja Chilena —  Calle Catedral 1572, 

Santiago.
CH INA: The Red Cross Society of China —  42-44 Kiukiang Road, 

Shanghai.
C O LO M B IA : Cruz Roja Colombiana —  Bogota.
COSTA R IC A : Consejo Supremo de la Cruz Roja Costarricense — 

Calle 5a Sur, San José.
C U B A: Sociedad nacional de la Cruz Roja —  Ig. Agramonte y Av. 

de Bélgica, Habana.
GZECHOSLOVAKIA: Ceskoslovensky Cerveny Kriz —  Neklanova 

ul. 34, Prague.
D A N ZIG : Roles Kreuz der Freien Siadt Danzig —  Neugarten 12-16, 

Danzig.
D EN M AR K : Dansk Rôde Kors —  Puggardsgade 2, Copenhagen.
DOMINIO A N  R E PU B LIC : Cruz Roja nacional —  Santo Domingo.
E C U AD O R : Sociedad Ecuatoriana de la Cruz Roja —  Avenida Colom

bia 118, Quito.
E G Y P T : Egyptian Red Crescent Society —  34, avenue de la Reine 

Nazlie, Cairo .
E S T O N IA : Eesti Punane Rist — Niguliste tan 12, Tallinn.
FIN LAN D : Suomen Punainen Risti —  16 Annankatu, Helsinki.
FR AN CE: Comité central de la Croix-Rouge française, 21, rue Fran- 

çois-Ier, Paris.
GERM AN Y : Deutsches Rotes Kreuz —  Hansemannstr. 10, Berlin W. 35.
GREAT B R IT A IN : The British Red Cross Society — 14, Grosvenor 

Crescent, London, S.W .l.
GREECE: Ellenikos Erythros Stayros, 39, rue Solon, Athens.
G U A T E M A L A : Cruz Roja Guatemalteca —  10 Calle Oriente, No. 32, 

Guatemala.
H AITI : Croix-Rouge haïtienne —  Rue Capois, Port-au-Prince.
H U N G A R Y: Magyar Vôrôs-Kereszt Egylet —  Baross utca 15, Budapest.



28 ADDRESSES OF CENTRAL COMMITTEES

ICELAND : Raudi Kross Islands —  Reykjavik.
IN D IA : Indian Red Cross Society —  Talkatora Road, New Delhi (in 

winter), Simla (in summer).
IR A N : Society of the Red Lion and Sun —  Teheran.
IRAQ : Iraq Red Crescent —  Baghdad.
IT A L Y  : Croce Rossa Italiana — Via Toscana 12, Rome.
JAPAN : The Red Cross Society of Japan — 5 Shiba Park, Tokyo.
L A T V IA : Latvifas Sarkanâis Krusts — Skolas iela 1, Riga.
LITH U A N IA : Lietuuos Raudonasis Kryzius —  Kestucio g-ve 8, 

Kaunas.
L U X E M B U R G : Croix-Rouge du Luxembourg — 65, B v d  de la Pé- 

trusse, Luxemburg.
M EXIC O : Asociación Mexicana de la Cruz Roja —  Esq. Durango y 

Monterrey, Col. Roma. Mexico D. F.
NETH ERLAND S: Het Nederlandsche Roode Kruis —  Princessegracht 

27, The Hague.
NETHERLANDS E A S T  IN D IE S: Croix-Rouge des Indes néerlan

daises — Djamboelaan 15, Batavia Centrum, Java.
N EW  ZEALAND : New Zealand Red Cross Society —  Dominion Head

quarters, 63 Dixon Street, Wellington.
N ICAR AG U A: Cruz Roja Nicaragüense — Managua.
N O R W A Y: Norges Rode Kors —  Bankplassen 1, III, Oslo.
P A N A M A : Cruz Roja de Panamá —  Panama.
P A R A G U A Y: Comité Central de la Cruz Roja Paraguaya —  Avenida 

España 505, Asunción.
PER U : Sociedad Peruana de la Cruz Roja — La Colmena Nos 215-219, 

Casilla Postal No. 1534, Lima.
POLAND : Polski Czerwony Krzyz — Smolna 6, Warsaw.
P O R TU G A L: Sociedade Portugueza da Cruz Vermelha — Praça do 

Commercio 1, Lisbon.
R O U M A N IA : Societatea nationala de Cruce Rosie —  Rue Biserica 

Amzei 29, Bucarest.
SALVAD O R : Consejo Supremo de la Cruz Roja Salvadoreña — 3a 

Calle Poniente No. 21, San Salavdor.
S IA M : Sapakachad Sayan — Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital, 

Bangkok.
SO U TH  A F R IC A : South African Red Cross Society — 107-110 Explor

ation Bdgs. 74 Commissioner St., Johannesburg.
SPAIN  : Cruz Roja Española —  Paseo dei Cisne, 18, Madrid.
SW EDEN : Svenska Roda Korset —  Artillerigatan 6, Stockholm.
SW ITZER LA N D : Croix-Rouge suisse —  8, Taubenstrasse, Berne.
T U R K E Y : Türkiye Kiziiay — Yenichéhir, Ankara.
U N ITED  S T A T E S : American Red Cross —- National Headquarters, 

Washington, D. C.
U R U G U A Y : Cruz Roja Uruguaya —  18 de Julio, 2338. Montevideo.
U . S. S . R .: Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the 

U. S. S. R., rue Kouibichev 12, Moscow.
VEN EZU ELA: Sociedad Venezolana de la Cruz Roja —  Muñoz a 

Piñango 10, Caracas.
Y U G O SL A V IA : Drustvo Crvenoga Krsta Kraljenina Jugoslavije — 

19 Simina ulica, Beograd.

I M P .  U N I O N ,  P A R I S


