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GENERAL REPORT
During the year since the last International Red Cross Con

ference the Icelandic Red Cross has been engaged in much the same 
activities as before, the chief new ones being as follows:

INDUSTRIAL NURSING SERVICE. The greatest achieve
ment has been the building of a Cottage Hospital at the fishing 
station at SandgerSi in 1936. This Hospital has accommodation for 
four in-patients, and bathing facilities for fishermen, which have 
been very much appreciated. This nursing service at SandgerSi has 
now been conducted for over twelve years, and is undoubtedly one 
of the Society’s most popular and successful undertakings.

AMBULANCE SERVICE. In 1936 the Society bought another 
motor-ambulance and now owns three up-to-date motor-am
bulances. The Red Cross is now practically the only organisation 
existing in the country which provides ambulance-units for con
veyance of sick and injured persons. Two of the ambulances are 
stationed in Reykjavik and the third in Akureyri. They are staffed 
by members of the local Fire Brigades and are available night and 
day. All accident cases are carried free of charge.

FIRST AID SERVICE. During the past years, wintersports 
such as ski-ing have become very popular. On the mountains near 
Reykjavik are three ski-ing Huts and the Society has installed 
First Aid boxes in each of them, also one sledge specially fitted to 
convey possible ski-ing accidents from the mountains to the road. 
The Society has, as in previous years, held regular classes in First 
Aid and Home Hygiene in different parts of the country. The classes 
have proved very popular, and various other Societies have voiced 
their approval of them. The Society is preparing to add to its classes 
in Home Hygiene, classes in child-welfare and special emphasis will 
be laid on the care of the new born child.

NURSING EDUCATION. By the request of the Board of 
Directors of the State School of Nursing, the Red Cross founded 
and directed a preliminary training course for the nursing pupils 
of the State School; the first class was inaugurated in April 1937. 
Under present arrangements the courses are scheduled to take place 
once a year and extend over six weeks. Although the time is short, 
the course has proved quite valuable for the pupils, apart fram 
meeting a very pressing need.

HEALTH EDUCATION. The Society is preparing some 
coloured charts with health rules and intends to send the charts to 
all elementary schools in the country, to be hung up in every 
classroom.

THE A KU RE YR I BRANCH OF THE RED CROSS. The 
Akureyri Branch has carried on as in the past years. One nurse is 
employed, and besides giving bedside care to sick persons, is a school 
nurse as well.


