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THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
+ + + + + + + + +

TNIQUE among American national patriotic and philan

thropic organizations, the American Red Cross occupies a 

quasi-official relationship to the Government of the United States 

and to Government services. This relationship is assured by 

the Charter of the American Red Cross granted by the Congress 

of the United States which gives to the government official rep

resentation on the governing body; requires that all receipt of 

funds and expenditure thereof shall be audited by the War 

Department; provides for the annual transmission to the Con

gress of the United States of a full and complete report of its 

activities. The relationship is further demonstrated by the 

manner in which Red Cross services have a part in the work of 

such Government agencies as the United States Army, Navy, 

and the United States Veterans Administration for the benefit 

of all who wear or have worn the uniform of the United States 

Military Services or their families.

Thus, in peacetime disasters, the equipment and manpower 

of the Army, Navy, or Coast Guard is placed at the disposal of



the Red Cross, such as tents and mass cooking equipment; com

munications systems including radio; trucks and boats for 

rescue work or for transportation of supplies or disaster victims. 

In wartime the Red Cross acts as an auxiliary to the military 

services and other branches of the Government and is guided in 

its actions and policies by the advice of, and functions in closest 

cooperation with, all branches of the Government.

Following disasters of large magnitude the President of the 

United States customarily calls upon all Government agencies 

to extend their facilities to the Red Cross. During emergency 

periods daily conferences are held at Red Cross Headquarters, 

generally attended by the Chiefs of the Army, Navy, Coast 

Guard, Public Health Service, Works Progress Administration, 

Civilian Conservation Corps, and various Government relief 

agencies, thus coordinating all relief work.

AN HISTORICAL RÉSUMÉ
The close connection between the Government of the United 

States and the American Red Cross is implanted in the history 

of the Society.

The United States Sanitary Commission of the Civil War, 

of which Dr. Henry W. Bellows was president, was a precursor



of the American Red Cross. The report of its services was made 

by one of the American official delegates to the Convention of 

Geneva, in 1864, and although the United States was not yet a 

signatory power of the Treaty, the red cross insignia was adopted 

for some of the field relief corps of the Sanitary Commission.

After the Civil War, Dr. Bellows and his associates attempted 

the organization of a society to do Red Cross work but aban

doned the attempt when the United States Government failed to 

accede to the Treaty of Geneva.

Miss Clara Barton, a former New England school teacher 

and on the outbreak of the Civil War a copyist employed by the 

United States Government, became a volunteer worker for the 

wounded, though not associated with the Sanitary Commission. 

Later, in 1870, on a visit to Switzerland during the Franco- 

Prussian War, she had an interview with M. Moynier, the Presi

dent of the International Committee for the Relief of Wounded 

Soldiers, now called The International Committee of the Red 

Cross, who transmitted through her a letter to the President of 

the United States, urging that this country adhere to the Treaty 

of Geneva.

She tried unsuccessfully to interest Presidents Grant and 

Hayes in signing the Treaty but the State Department opposed



it on the grounds of holding aloof from foreign treaties. How

ever, during the administration of President Garfield, Secretary 

of State James G. Blaine wrote, on May 21, 1881, that he would 

recommend adherence.

On that night 50 friends of Miss Barton met at her home in 

Washington and organized “ The Association of the American 

Red Cross,”  electing her president. Garfield’s tragic death from 

an assassin’s bullet prevented recognition of the Red Cross by 

the Government, but in the first message to the Congress of his 

successor, President Arthur, on December 6, 1881, recommen

dation was made that the United States adhere to the Treaty of 

Geneva. This action followed on March 1, 1882, when the 

President, with the consent of the Senate, executed the Treaty; 

the Swiss Federation accepted the signature June 9 and on July 

26 President Arthur proclaimed it.

Thereafter the American Red Cross was formally organized 

and recognized with Miss Barton as president. This position 

she held until 1905, when a new Congressional Charter was 

issued making the American Red Cross the official agency of the 

American people for relief in times of national emergency.
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ORGANIZATION OF 
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

r r ^ O  UNDERSTAND precisely the official relationship be- 

-*■ tween the United States Government and the American 

Red Cross, a brief word regarding the Society is necessary. 

In its organization the American Red Cross consists of a Board 

of Incorporators, a Central Committee, a National Headquarters 

and area administrative offices, of local Chapters and their 

branches.

The Central Committee, as provided for in the Charter, is the 

governing body of the American Red Cross and consists of 

eighteen members, six of whom are elected by the Board of In

corporators and six by representatives of Chapters. The other 

six, including the Chairman of the Central Committee, are ap

pointed by the President of the United States and include a 

representative each from the Departments of State, War, Navy, 

Justice and the Treasury.

The By-Laws of the Society provide that the President of the 

United States is President ex officio of the American Red Cross, 

and that three Vice Presidents may be elected. At present the 

Vice Presidents are: Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes and 

former President Herbert Hoover. It provides further for the



election of a Secretary and Treasurer— at present Miss Mabel 

T. Boardman, and Hon. Wayne C. Taylor, Assistant Secretary 

of the Treasury. These officers fill the nominal duties of such 

offices and serve as volunteers.

The Central Committee appoints from its membership an 

Executive Committee of nine members which, in the words of 

the Charter, “ shall have and exercise all the powers of the 

Central Committee when the Central Committee is not in session.”  

The Chairman of the Central Committee is the Chairman, also, 

of the Executive Committee and the official representative and 

executive officer of the Society.

The Chairman of the Central Committee, the three Vice 

Chairmen and their associates are charged with the operating 

responsibility of the Red Cross. The Vice Chairmen are the 

Vice Chairman in Charge of Domestic Operations, James L. 

Fieser; the Vice Chairman in Charge of Finance, James K. 

McClintock, and the Vice Chairman in Charge of Insular and 

Foreign Operations, Ernest J. Swift.

Under the Vice Chairman in Charge of Domestic Operations 

are aligned the Chapter organization of the American Red Cross 

and the different types of service which the Red Cross conducts 

in the United States. To facilitate administrative routine the 

country is divided into three administrative zones, known as



the Eastern Area, with headquarters in Washington; the Mid

west Area, with headquarters in St. Louis, and the Pacific Area, 

with headquarters in San Francisco. The territory of each covers 

the group of continental States implied in these names.

The Vice Chairman in Charge of Finance is the general finan

cial officer in charge of current Red Cross funds, endowments 

and investments. The Department of Accounting under his 

jurisdiction prepares the financial reports and statements of 

the corporation and prepares statistical reports.

The Vice Chairman in Charge of Insular and Foreign Opera

tions handles the affairs of the American Red Cross outside the 

continental limits of the United States, matters relating to the 

International Red Cross Committee in Geneva, the League of 

Red Cross Societies in Paris, and other National Societies.

In addition, the Vice Chairman in Charge of Insular and 

Foreign Operations also supervises the work of the American 

Red Cross Chapters and their branches in the Panama Canal 

Zone, Guam, Samoa, Virgin Islands, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and 

the Philippine Islands.

The local unit of the American Red Cross is the Chapter. It is 

responsible for all local Red Cross activities within its jurisdic

tion. The territory assigned to a Chapter is usually that of a

county.



ADVISORY COMMITTEES
There are two National Advisory Committees. The National 

Advisory Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service acts as ad

visory to the Chairman of the Central Committee and is com

posed of representatives of the United States Army, Navy, Public 

Health Service, Veterans Administration, various National Nurs

ing Associations, and the American Red Cross.

The National Committee on Volunteer Service is composed 

of women actively interested in volunteer work of Chapters of 

the Red Cross scattered throughout the country and acts as an 

advisory to the Chairman of the Central Committee on matters 

concerning the development and stimulation of such service.

HOW RED CROSS 
FUNDS ARE RAISED

The operations and year-round activities of the American 

Red Cross are supported by membership contributions received 

each fall during the annual Roll Call, conducted from Armistice 

Day (November 11) through Thanksgiving Day (last Thursday 

in November). One dollar is the basic membership contribu

tion, although the following memberships are also solicited: 

patron membership, $100; life membership, $50; supporting 

membership, $25; sustaining membership, $10; contributing 

membership, $5.



Of these various membership contributions all monies re

ceived from this source are retained by the local Chapter for 

use in its own jurisdiction, excepting fifty cents out of each 

annual membership which is used for national and international 

service, and the life and patron memberships of $50 and $100, 

respectively, which are deposited in the endowment fund of the 

American Red Cross.

The adult Red Cross membership in the United States for 

the years 1937-38 amounts to approximately 5,376,000 persons, 

the Junior Red Cross membership being 8,771,302 hoys and 

girls. The senior membership for the current year represents a 

gain of 9 .6%  over the preceding year, while the Junior mem

bership showed a gain of 2 .3%  for the same period. Junior 

members do not have a membership fee.

THE NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS

The National Headquarters of the American Red Cross, out

standing in its beauty even in a city famed for handsome struc

tures, occupies an entire block facing the central park area of 

Washington near the White House and other executive depart

ments of the Government. The Executive Building is a memorial 

to heroic women of the Civil War and was built by funds appro

priated by the Congress of the United States and additional



donations from four American citizens. This building was first 

occupied in 1917.

The office building is a marble-faced structure in keeping 

with the Executive Building, located on the opposite side of the 

block. Another marble building is a memorial to the sacrifices 

and services of American women in the World War. The latter 

is used as the home of the District of Columbia Chapter, encloses 

a garden space beautifully landscaped and is marked by a strik

ing memorial to Jane Delano, war-time organizer and for many 

years director of the Red Cross Nursing Service, and to other 

nurses who died as a result of service in the World War.



DEMOCRATIC BASIS OF THE 
AMERICAN RED CROSS

The outstanding characteristic of the American Society is its 

democratic character. As a means of keeping in touch with the 

wishes of the membership throughout the country, an annual 

convention is held at different locations, when delegates elected 

by local Chapters attend to voice the viewpoints and opinions 

of their home memberships. In addition, the delegates at annual 

meetings elect the six members of the Central Committee, and 

through resolutions passed at Chapter meetings or the annual 

convention, may bring desired matters to the attention of the 

Central Committee. In this manner the National Organization 

is kept constantly in touch with the wishes of its Chapter con

stituency.
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 
SERVICES

+ + + + + + + + +

SINCE its organization in 1881, the American Red Cross has 

played an important part in the lives of the people in the 

United States. Within a few months after that historical meet

ing in Miss Barton’s home the Red Cross was being called to 

assist victims of forest fires in the West and Midwest, floods 

along the Ohio valley and severe droughts in Texas.

Since that time, through wars, earthquakes, fires, explosions, 

famines, epidemics of disease and other national catastrophes, 

the Red Cross has come to be recognized more and more as the 

official agency of the American people “ in mitigating suffering 

caused by pestilence . . . and other great national calamities, 

and to devise and carry on measures for preventing the same.”  

As needs have demanded, various services of the Red Cross 
have been organized through these years. A brief resume of 
American Red Cross services and their functions follows.

WAR SERVICE
This service of the American Red Cross assists war-disabled 

veterans and their families in the solution of problems growing 

out of war service. It assists in obtaining Government benefits 

by filing applications and securing necessary evidence in the 

support of their claims.



One of the important activities of this service is relief and 
social service to the families of disabled ex-service men during 

the adjudication of claims based upon war disabilities and also 
service and relief for men of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps 

and the Coast Guard and their families.

Red Cross field directors are stationed in military and naval 

stations throughout continental United States and the insular 
territories to assist men in the handling of their social and 

economic problems and those of their families. In addition, 

War Service medical-social workers are accredited to military 
and naval general hospitals. These medical and psychiatric 

social workers deal with the social problems retarding recovery 

of patients and secure family histories or medical data needed 
by physicians in their diagnoses. To quote the head of one o f 
the largest of the American Government hospitals, in comment
ing on services rendered by these Red Cross workers, he said: 

“ They are now becoming one of the very important adjuncts 
in the practice of medicine in all branches.”

Bureaus of Army and Naval Affairs are maintained at Red 

Cross National Headquarters with regular Army and Naval 

officers assigned to assist in coordinating Red Cross work with 

the military and naval establishments.

More than 3400 chapters throughout the United States and 

its territories, extending into every county, conduct “ Home 

Service” , which is the local phase of the War Service activities.

+ + + + + + + + +



DISASTER RELIEF SERVICE
This service provides emergency relief and rehabilitation for 

families and individuals suffering from the effect of floods, tor

nadoes, fires and other disasters.
The Congressional Charter, under which the Red Cross oper

ates, definitely places the responsibility for family relief and 

providing rehabilitation upon the Red Cross. To this end the 

fullest cooperation between governmental and private relief 

agencies exists.

A typical example of what the Red Cross Disaster Relief 
Service undertakes is given in an examination of work carried 

out as a result of the Ohio-Mississippi Valley Flood of 1937, 

when twelve states were severely affected by unprecedented 

floods.
At that time the American Red Cross sheltered over 1,000,000 

persons in refugee centers for days and weeks while their homes 

and personal belongings were inundated, and at the same time



a national relief fund amounting to $25,565,000 was quickly 

raised by the Red Cross to carry out necessary emergency relief 

and rehabilitation. It was found that 97,000 families composed 

of 436,000 individuals could not manage without having their 

resources supplemented or an entirely new start provided. These 

were awarded according to need— household goods, repairs or 

rebuilding of the home, replacement of live stock and farm 

tools, and other forms of aid to enable them to return to self- 

support.

The American Red Cross holds as an unalterable policy that 

relief is not given to sufferers in these catastrophes on the basis 

of actual losses, but rather is judged in a consideration of actual 

need. The relief given, whether in cash or goods, is not a loan 

but an outright gift.

CIVILIAN RELIEF SERVICE
Civilian Relief Service represents case work, relief and neigh

borly service to people who are in need of such assistance and 

is authorized as a Chapter program only where it is conducted 

under such conditions and according to the standards that are 

established by the National Organization, and does not duplicate 

the work of other organizations. A similar service was given 

by Chapters throughout the country to families of men who were 

in service during the World War. There was a desire on the 

part of many Chapters to extend this kind of service and relief 

to civilian families and such a program was launched in 1919.



There are now 783 Chapters with an organized Civilian Relief 

program and over 2,100 others which give emergency aid.

The nature of this program varies greatly in the different 

Chapters according to the needs in each community, the other 

activities of the Chapter and the financial resources available. 

It is essentially a family social service program and is conducted 

according to recognized case work methods. In some communi

ties the Chapters administer the distribution of rather extensive 

relief funds but in most communities the major part of the funds 

for relief are supplied and administered by public welfare 

agencies.

Civilian Relief Service also includes special activities which 

represent a varied but constructive type of service especially 

for rural areas. The renovation or repair and distribution of 

clothing, with emphasis on clothing for school children, the 

operation of dental and eye clinics, providing glasses, main

taining a school lunch program and organizing subsistence 

gardens are among the special services most frequently selected 

by Chapters.

Considerable correspondence is carried on through Civilian 

Relief Service at National Headquarters and the two area offices 

with local Chapters in connection with International Red Cross 

Societies and other public and private organizations abroad 

such as the International Migration Service and the American 

Relief Society in London. This service is mostly for stranded 

Americans in foreign countries and for foreign-born who have 

relatives in this country.



MEDICAL AND HEALTH 
SERVICE

Health problems resulting from floods, hurricanes, tornadoes 
and other natural catastrophes are given special attention by the 

American Red Cross Medical and Health Service. Following 
disasters and other disruptions in normal community life the 
Medical Service cooperates with local health authorities, public 
health officials, doctors and physicians in restoring normal health 
situations.

Special attention is also being given to the prevention of other 
diseases such as infantile paralysis, scarlet fever, typhoid fever 
and social diseases, our efforts especially supplementing those 
of the United States Public Health Service and other public 
health agencies in the fight against these messengers of death.

For many years the American Red Cross has cooperated with 
local health authorities in the prevention of epidemics and 
communicable diseases. Life projects in immunization have 
been carried out with Red Cross assistance and many instances 
have been reported where this work was successful in fore
stalling great spreads of germ-carried diseases.

The Red Cross began a war on pellagra in southern states 
following the great Mississippi Valley Flood in 1927 and since 
that time deaths and known sufferers from this disease, caused 
mainly by food deficiency, have decreased 60 per cent.

The American Red Cross also is promoting the organization 
of volunteer blood transfusion services to enroll donors who are 
willing to provide blood for sick and injured persons unable 
to pay for it.



FOOD AND NUTRITION
A consultative service in food and nutrition is maintained 

by the American Red Cross for the use of Chapters and the staffs 

at National Headquarters and the Area Offices. Assistance is 
given on the translation of nutrition into better nursing and 

social case work in Red Cross service programs, as well as on 

community programs in nutrition conducted by Red Cross 
Chapters.

Courses on food and how to prepare healthful diets are given 
by many Red Cross Chapters to their members and to com

munity residents and special courses and advisory material 
have been prepared for Chapters interested in school lunches 

conducted as educational projects in health.
A reserve o f enrolled Red Cross dietitians is available for 

the use of the Army and Navy and the Red Cross at times of 

national emergency.

NURSING SERVICE
The American Red Cross Nursing Service maintains an 

enrollment of nurses who are the reserve of the Army and the



Navy Nurse Corps and are frequently called upon for Red Cross 
disaster service. Certain of the Red Cross Nurses are employed 
as Public Health Nurses. They and others are also instructors 
of classes in Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick. There are 
14,791 nurses in the First Reserve, and 23,788 in the Second 
Reserve. This total of 38,579 nurses was maintained in an 
active status as of June 30, 1937.

During the Ohio-Mississippi Valley Flood of 1937, 3600 
nurses were on active duty in refugee camps, emergency hos
pitals, feeding stations, and other places where sufferers were 
congregated, thus rendering emergency service and caring for 
health conditions in the inundated sections of the country. It 
was undoubtedly due to their presence that hundreds of lives 
were saved and that the death rate from exposure and resultant 
diseases was so low.

The Nursing Service is charged with the responsibility of 
interesting and enrolling young graduate nurses in Red Cross 
service.



PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 
AND HOME HYGIENE 

AND CARE OF THE SICK
The American Red Cross became the pioneer leader in rural 

public health nursing in 1912. Since that time Red Cross Chap

ters in 1738 counties established Public Health Nursing Serv
ices, most of which have been incorporated in the local health 

set-up.
In its twofold program of Health Education and Care for the 

Sick, this Service cooperates with Health and Medical authori

ties in checking the spread of infection, developing correct atti

tudes towards health and disease as well as giving practical 

instruction in the home care of all age groups in sickness and 

in health.
Since 1914, 892,885 persons have been granted certificates

ir



upon completion of a course in Home Hygiene and Care of the 
Sick. The textbook, Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick, forms 
the basis upon which the course is built.

It is designed to teach better health habits, the principles of 
prevention and control of disease and some practical knowledge 
in the care of the sick in their own homes. Home Hygiene and 
Care of the Sick courses are of practical value to men, women, 
boys and girls whether they live in mountain districts, prairies, 
rural or urban areas. The courses are taught by graduate reg
istered nurses.

The Public Health Nursing Services conducted by local Chap
ters and branches are permanent Chapter activities. They may, 
however, be transferred to official local agencies when there is 
good community leadership, adequate financial resources, and 
whenever future permanency is assured. Thus many of these 
services, which have been established over a period of years 
by the American Red Cross, have gradually been transferred 
to other responsible groups.

At the present time, the American Red Cross is maintaining 
498 Public Health Nursing Services in that many isolated or 
rural communities. Of these 130 have been in operation from 
16 to 18 years and 11 for more than 20 years.

During the last fiscal year a total of more than 1,000,000 
annual visits was made by the 686 Red Cross Public Health 
Nurses to or on behalf of the sick. The educational aspect of 
each visit of these nurses is an important one. Home visits, 
school visits, office calls, conferences and classes provide edu
cational opportunities to which the skillful nurse applies all of 
her “ teaching tools” .

On islands out at sea, in poor mountain communities, in city 
slum districts, traveling afoot, on horseback, by boat and in 
autos these nurses are carrying out their fight to make America 
a better and more healthful place in which to live.



FIRST AID AND 
LIFE SAYING SERVICE

The First Aid Service sponsored by the American Red Cross 
had its inception in a small mining town in Pennsylvania, where 

the need for instruction in how to care for injured persons until 

medical aid was available was obviously very great. Since that 
time the teaching has spread to all sections of the United States 

until today 1,430,378 persons have been trained in first aid 

practices. American Red Cross First Aid is never intended to 
replace medical attention; rather, it is designed primarily to 

render all emergency assistance possible in the way o f stoppage 

of blood flow, to insure the careful handling of broken limbs, 

and spread the knowledge of what to do for victims of poison, 

burns, electrical shock and numerous other accidents that occur 

frequently.

Comprehensive courses in first aid are given by trained in-



structors furnished both by the National Society and by quali

fied instructors connected with the various Chapters.

Within recent years the American Red Cross has become 

increasingly alarmed at the number of fatalities and permanent 

injuries that result from accidents on the highways. To assist 

in the fight against these fatalities Highway Emergency First 

Aid Stations have been established on all principal highways 

throughout the United States with conspicuous signs marking 

their location at frequent intervals along busy thoroughfares.

Operators and other persons serving in connection with these 

first aid stations are trained by Red Cross instructors. Well- 

equipped first aid kits are maintained at the stations and the 

names of available ambulance services and doctors are perma

nently posted so that they may be summoned instantly.

Mobile first aid units composed of men employed on vehicles 
frequenting highways, such as highway police patrol cars, State 

Highway Department employees and employees of large public



utility companies have been trained and equipped with first 

aid kits so that they might be of service whenever they come 

upon accidents on the highways.

The Life Saving Service has also been filling a definite need 

in the United States. A total of 796,499 persons has been 

trained in life saving practices since 1914 and there has been 

a marked reduction in the loss of life by drowning in spite of 

the great increase in numbers using facilities for swimming 

and water sports.
Today Red Cross Life Savers are to be found on all large 

beaches and in most municipal swimming pools, all of them 

having been trained by qualified Red Cross instructors.

HOME AND FARM 
ACCIDENT PREVENTION

Since 1935 the American Red Cross has carried on a program 

of Home and Farm Accident Prevention as a result of the tre-



mendous number of accidents and fatalities reported from these 
sources.

A systematic campaign against such accidents is being carried 
on through the year by the Society, mainly through its local 
Chapters, schools, clubs and farm groups. In one year alone 
more than 7,000,000 homes in the United States were reached 
through self-inspection check-lists designed to assist house
holders and farmers in discovering their own accident hazards 
and eliminating them.

VOLUNTEER SERVICE
The Volunteer Services of the American Red Cross are de

signed to maintain in every Chapter a group of volunteer 
workers, trained by simple courses and practical experience in 
community work for prompt and efficient service in emergency 
and for carrying on current activities.

The backbone of all Red Cross work is the volunteer worker 
in the many Chapters and Branches of the Society. Volunteers 
make it possible to keep administrative costs for both year-round 
work and emergency relief reduced to the minimum and the 
highly efficient work carried out by these thousands of men and 
women during the past few years is demonstrative of the success 
which has attended this plan of service.

The divisions of the Volunteer Service include Administration 
officers, who have charge of the training, placing and overseeing 
of volunteers, and assist in Chapter work; Staff Assistants who, 
after a special course, assist in the various services; Production 
group for the provision of garments for emergency closets and 
disaster needs, and surgical dressings to be used in hospitals.



Braille volunteers who, after instruction, transcribe, print and 

bind books for the blind; Canteen Corps who aid in feeding the 

victims of disasters, and assist in classes in nutrition and other 

services in which food preparation is involved; Motor Corps, 

for transportation for hospitalized veterans, Red Cross workers, 

Chapter supplies, and aid to outside organizations in carrying 

patients to clinics; Health Aids who, after a simple course in 

Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick, serve under nurses in 

hospitals, clinics and similar organizations.

Home Service volunteers, after a simple course in Family 

Case Work, assist the professional workers of Chapters, or aid 

Chapters in such matters where no trained professional is em

ployed. They also, after a course, aid other organizations.

Hospital and Recreation Corps members (including “ Gray 

Ladies” ) who have completed a full course of training have



the special duty of keeping up the morale of men in the military 

institutions, and of carrying on the same type of service in 

civilian hospitals. They assist in providing recreational facili

ties; write letters for patients, distribute reading matter, act as 

hostesses in the recreational rooms, and render many other types 

of special assistance.

JUNIOR RED CROSS
The American Junior Red Cross is the largest youth organ

ization in the United States. Its total membership is 8,771,302, 

made up of students in elementary and high schools throughout 

the United States and insular territories.

One of the most important objects of the Junior Red Cross is 

the elimination of international distrust due to ignorance and 

indifference to the youth of other countries. The exchange of 

school correspondence and class-room materials such as albums



and posters has done much to stir international interest among 

these millions of boys and girls in our country as well as those 

of other nations.

Members of the Junior Red Cross also assist children who 

are victims of disaster by provision of new clothing, medical 
care, and in many instances, the replacement of books or other 

personal belongings that have been destroyed by disaster. This 

work is carried out through a National Children’s Fund set up 

within the Junior Red Cross and is supported by volunteer con

tributions by these Junior Red Cross members.
The Junior Red Cross News for elementary grades and The 

Junior Red Cross Journal for high school students are sponsored 

by the American Junior Red Cross and have gained a wide 

circulation among schools in all sections of the United States. 

Material tending to enlarge the vision of boy and girl members 

of the Junior Red Cross is included monthly in these magazines 

and their great popularity with educators and leaders in youth 

work is a testimonial to their usefulness and the need for such 

publications.

THE RED CROSS MUSEUM
A museum to preserve all relics possessing historical value 

which will make the part played by the American Red Cross 

since the time of its organization more vivid to the American 

people is maintained at the National Headquarters in Wash

ington. Approximately 40,000 visitors are received at the 

museum annually.
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