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I

EDUCATION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 
OF THE RED CROSS

The Red Cross was created for the purpose of succouring 
those in pain.

When, seventy-nine years ago, Henri Dunant foresaw on 
the battle-field of Solferino, the mission which would fall to 
the Red Cross in time of war; when, sixty years later, Henry 
Davison — contemplating a world bowed down by destruc
tion and sorrow — conceived a wider mission for the Red 
Cross commensurate with the evils afflicting mankind, it was 
action which these two immortal philanthropists had in 
mind. The Red Cross owes its continued existence to this 
world-wide and permanent mission, which constitutes its 
raison d’etre and the title by which it will go down in history.

But the motive which inspired its founders — that which 
animates its devotees, from the leaders responsible for the



destinies of the Red Cross down to the humblest members 
in remote mountain villages or jungle settlements — is the 
feeling of human brotherhood born of the realization that 
men and women of all races and creeds are exposed to the 
same risks of suffering, disease and death and that, if man is 
to become the master of inanimate things, he must first learn 
to rise triumphant above his own lowTer instincts. Through 
this feeling, which led to its creation and by which it is 
maintained, the Red Cross represents the affirmation, the 
propagation and the cultivation of an ideal, of a code of 
honour bestowed upon mankind by those among them who 
have most strongly felt the inspiration and recognized most 
clearly the need for such an ideal and the benefits to be 
derived from it.

Besides standing for unity of action, the Red Cross plays 
an educational role through the instruction of its members 
and public opinion. The whole world was stirred and 
became aware of new responsibilities when Henri Dunant 
launched the appeal which was to lead to the Geneva Con
vention and the foundation of the Red Cross movement. 
During and after the Great War, the interventions of the 
national Red Cross Societies on behalf of civilians, refugees, 
famine-stricken populations and countries menaced by 
epidemics had a no less profound moral and world-wide 
effect.

The Red Cross constitutes not merely a material force 
placed at the service of mankind; it is also — by its origin, 
essence and activity — a spiritual force which is consolidated 
and enhanced by each one of the interventions which it 
inspires, by each new adept which it recruits. In each and 
every member of the Red Cross, the sentiment of human 
responsibility is the first step towards action, and such action 
— however modest — nurtures the conviction which inspired 
it. Thus, in the great Red Cross family, there is no-one who 
does not at once give and receive that training in solidarity 
from which emerge, on the national and international planes 
alike, the ideas of mutual aid, service, impartiality, goodwill 
and peace.
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If, in each of the 62 countries possessing a Red Cross orga
nization, the individual work of its members propagates that 
attitude of mind, the work of the international Red Cross 
bodies transcends frontiers to form world opinion. The 
international Conventions which the Red Cross has brought 
about are constantly widening the scope of the guarantees 
first laid down in the Geneva Convention of 1864. By their 
humanitarian activities and the evolution in international 
law for which they are responsible, the International. Com
mittee and the League are proving to the world that such a 
thing as an international conscience really does exist, since 
32 millions of men, women and children are enrolled under 
the Red Cross banner sworn to the service of their fellow- 
beings and the mitigation of suffering.

In the national sphere, each Red Cross Society is similarly 
educating public opinion through its general and individual 
activities. The general activities assume an infinite variety 
of forms, e.g. Red Cross “ Days” or “ Weeks” , during which 
the highest moral authorities of the land proclaim their faith 
in our ideal and exhort the public to serve it by joining the 

Red Cross; Crusades for Health, Cleanliness, moral probity, 
etc., grouping together the public authorities, private bodies, 
clergy, teachers, the medical profession, the press, employers’ 
and workers’ federations, and cultural organizations in a vast 
propaganda campaign designed to lead to individual and 
collective achievements inspired by the Red Cross spirit; the 
Peace Truce proclaimed each year at Eastertide since 1920 by 
the Czechoslovak Red Cross — a truce involving the tempo
rary cessation of all controversy in order the better to unite 
the living forces of the nation in a common desire for bro
therhood and peace.

The simplest and most immediate expression of human 
solidarity is aid to the weak or suffering. The corner stone, 
the basic principle of Red Cross instruction, is therefore First 
Aid. The Junior Red Cross has inscribed first-aid training 
on its programme for children from school age upwards; it 
keeps alive the interest of the older Juniors in the Red Cross, 
develops in them the team spirit, and provides them with
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the opportunities they desire for serving others. It comprises 
the rudiments of anatomy and physiology which form the 
basis of hygiene. The ever increasing risks arising out of the 
intensification of road traffic, industrialism, agricultural 
labour and sport make it imperative for the Red Cross to 
organize the first-aid training of its helpers on a nation-wide 
scale.

If the methods vary from one climate or one civilization 
to another, a common conception of first-aid training is 
manifest in the majority of countries, viz., an elementary 
course, covering from 30 to 50 hours, followed by practical 
exercises and a supplementary course in care of the sick and 
home hygiene, but generally entailing no compulsory atten
dance at a hospital. This preliminary instruction is usually 
followed by repetition courses, practical demonstrations, 
competitions, and periodical first-aid drill spread over a 
period of two to three years. The training of staffs of 
instructors and tutors involves a higher grade of instruction.

How does the Red Cross recruit its Samaritan brigades ? 
Principally from among the ranks of the Junior Red Cross, 
and from other youth groups (Scouts, rambling clubs, 
students), teachers and midwives; it organizes classes in 
holiday camps and voluntary labour camps, in occupational 
centres for the unemployed, and social centres; it trains 
foresters, road-menders, police constables. Courses in emer
gency care are given to deaf mutes, Red Indians, and natives 
of Nyassaland. The increasing incidence and gravity of 
traffic accidents have led to the creation of networks of 
highway first-aid posts. In collaboration with Touring and 
Automobile Clubs, the Red Cross is training a sedentary 
personnel composed of garage men, hotel keepers, road 
surveyors, etc., and mobile patrols to keep watch on the roads 
at dangerous crossings.

Not only are Red Cross Life-Saving Corps training swim
mers in water safety methods and artificial respiration, but 
life-saving posts have been set up on beaches and river-banks 
where water fatalities are of frequent occurrence. Each year, 
the instructors themselves are given refresher courses in
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which the use of rowing boats and motor launches, the 
organization of bathing beaches, and life-saving equipment 
and methods are explained to them. In certain countries, 
the Red Cross Societies train specialized brigades in the diffi
cult work of rescuing and transporting the victims of 
mountaineering and ski-ing accidents. The most fertile 
source of accidents, according to the statistics, is industry and 
here again the Red Cross has stepped into the breach with 
its industrial first-aid units and its contingents specialized 
in rescuing victims of mine disasters.

Impressed by the alarming number of accidents in the 
home and on the farm, and convinced that each man or 
woman trained in accident first aid is a potential factor in 
diminishing the risks of mishaps, one Red Cross Society 
inaugurated last year a vast nation-wide campaign for acci
dent prevention and instruction in safety measures, the 
results of which it will be possible to measure a few years 
hence.

The teaching of First Aid is generally conducted by 
volunteer instructors. Two statistical reports recently 
published give an idea of the extent of these services. In 
1937, the American Red Cross had 15,000 instructors at its 
disposal; during the same year, the German Red Cross First- 
Aiders rendered assistance in 3,380,000 cases.

The training of Nurses’ Aids is a logical sequence to the 
work of First-Aiders. Their instruction comprises — irj 
addidon to the care of the sick — courses in domestic 
hygiene, public health, child welfare and, in certain countries, 
the rudiments of orthopaedic surgery, tropical hygiene, diete
tics, pedagogics and the fundamentals of the history and 
working of the Red Cross. The essential part of the training 
consists in the pratical work carried out in hospitals, clinics 
or at patients’ homes. The instruction is supplemented by 
refresher courses, service in hospitals, and training camps 
spread over a number of years. The Nurses’ Aids thus trained 
constitute a reserve which can be called upon to reinforce the 
regular nursing services in time of war or disaster. In time 
of peace, they serve in hospitals, dispensaries, health centres
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and baby clinics; in some cases, they are engaged in occupa
tional therapy, or follow-up work on behalf of persons 
discharged from hospital. They also play a useful part in 
conducting health propaganda (demonstrations, exhibitions, 
etc.) and help to organize courses.

But, over and above the training of these active members, 
the aim of the Red Cross is to instruct, protect, strengthen 
and uplift the entire nation.

If health instruction figures today on the syllabus of ele
mentary and secondary schools the world over, the credit is 
mainly due to the Junior Red Cross, which provides the 
schools with all the equipment necessary to give practical 
effect to the principles taught, e.g. drinking fountains, 
playgrounds, canteens, holiday camps, first-aid outfits, etc. 
In fifteen countries, the Red Cross is responsible for the 
medical supervision of school-children, while its nurses form 
the link between school and home by visiting the parents of 
the children examined and giving them advice. They also 
conduct courses in care of the sick and child welfare for boys 
and girls, or for adults in health centres, hostels, clubs, and 
women’s institutes, where, in spite of the fatigue of the day’s 
work, typists, workgirls and farmers’ wives meet regularly 
for evening classes. The present-day movement for the 
increase of leisure should offer the Red Cross a wonderful 
opportunity for extending the scope of its campaigns for 
health and physical education.

For some time past, the Red Cross has been giving atten
tion to the problem of nutrition : how to revictual famine or 
disaster-stricken areas; how to teach the public to make the 
best use of natural resources. As far back as 1921, certain 
Red Cross Societies were employing dietitians to advise public 
and private welfare organizations, nurses, social workers and 
families as to the choice and dosage of foodstuffs within the 
limits of the available budget. At the same time, the Red 
Cross was distributing seeds for kitchen gardens, establishing 
schools of domestic economy and courses in household 
management and publishing and distributing thousands of 
copies of “ Hints on Nutrition” to schools and housewives.
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Anticipating the recommendations of the Rural Hygiene 
Conferences in Europe (1931) and in the Far East (1937), the 
Red Cross has long been endeavouring to extend its health 
education to the villages, where the death-rate among mothers 
and babies is higher than in the towns. Slowly but surely, 
through the medium of teachers and Juniors in schools, 
public health nurses and health visitors, qualified midwives, 
permanent and travelling dispensaries, health centres, and 
mobile health detachments, the Red Cross is carrying the 
gospel of healthy living to the remotest corners of the globe, 
from the Far North of Canada to the jungles of the Congo.

Immediately after the Great War, and at the height of the 
world economic crisis, increased demands were made on the 
Red Cross for every type of assistance. Not only did it 
extend to all classes of the community the aid which, until 
then, had been reserved exclusively for ex-soldiers and their 
families, but it went to the assistance of the unemployed, 
housewives, children, students, foreigners and aged people.

Similarly, in the case of natural disasters, after conducting 
rescue operations and attending to the most urgent needs, 
the Red Cross proceeds to rehabilitate the stricken areas. It 
employs professional or voluntary social workers to conduct 
investigations among the distressed families with a view to 
determining the nature of the relief needed. It recruits its 
personnel from among the graduates of social work schools 
when it does not train its own helpers. It institutes courses 
in relief and social welfare; it trains rural welfare workers; 
it organizes national social work conferences; it prepares its 
helpers for family case work, hospital social service, aid to 
emigrants. It publishes an “ Introduction to Individual Case 
Work” and different welfare manuals. These pamphlets, 
designed for local sections having a clear-cut programme of 
social work, have a wide circulation and are also distributed 
to private organizations collaborating with the Red Cross.

Having taught the elements of first aid and social welfare 
to its Samaritans and voluntary aids, the Red Cross also trains 
all the voluntary personnel engaged in allied services, viz..

1) the Secretariat, e.g. publications department (mail and
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press service), information, files, accountancy, etc.;
2) organization and propaganda : the formation of local 

sections or relief committees in time of emergency, the 
co-ordination of activities, membership enrolment and fund
raising;

3) production and packing (work-rooms, revictualling, 
making of bandages, transcription of books into Braille for 
the blind);

4) transportation (motor and air ambulances).
As the training of voluntary aids forms the subject of a 

separate report, it is being mentioned here solely as an exam
ple of the types of training given by the Red Cross.

The whole existence, the whole action of the Red Cross is 
educational. But if the Red Cross was merely useful, it 
would not be so essential to mankind. Whether it is binding 
up wounds on the field of battle, teaching first aid, home 
nursing, the rearing of healthy children, solace to the 
distressed, aid to the unemployed; whether it employs 
doctors, nurses or social workers; whether it groups together 
the children of the land in the Junior Red Cross, recruits 
volunteers to sew garments, serve in canteens, file documents, 
or drive motor cars, its activity is not merely useful in itself 
but also serves as the affirmation of a high humanitarian 
ideal.

That ideal is proclaimed in the opening chapter of the 
text-books published by the Red Cross Societies, in the very 
first lesson of the courses which they organize, in all their 
declarations, in all their activities.

The Red Cross is an initiation which begins for each 
member on the day of his enrolment and is added to in the 

proportion to which he devotes his time and strength to the 
movement. It is the sum total of these initiations and indivi
dual acts which constitutes the material and moral force of 
the Red Cross. It is this community of intention and action 
which makes of it one of the great educational factors in the 
world of today.
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II

EDUCATING PUBLIC OPINION FOR RED CROSS WORK

Enlisting the support of adults

The Red Cross needs an educated and enlightened public 
opinion to enable it to accomplish its mission.

To recruit a trained and well equipped personnel, ready 
to be put at the disposal of national armies in case of war, or 
of the responsible authorities in time of national disaster, the 
acquisition of specials funds for relief work in case of emer
gency, the upkeep of hospitals and dispensaries, training of 
nurses, popular health education, training boys and girls for 
Red Cross service,, require of the national Societies a constant 
effort and considerable resources.

The Red Cross does not profit solely from the moral 
influence conferred upon it by the international conventions 
from which it emanates, but must needs also increase its 
prestige by its practical activities.

The national Red Cross Sociedes command the good will 
and respect of the nations purely on their merits and procure 
for themselves by their own efforts the resources necessary 
for the execution of their programme.

The primordial task of all national Red Cross Societies is 
therefore constantly to awaken and stimulate the interest of 
the public with a view to obtaining its approval and support.



To create and maintain this favourable atmosphere, so 
essential to their development, they must spread the Red 
Cross spirit throughout all the nations. Each national 
Society appealing to the whole population of the country, 
without distinction of race, politics, or creed, endeavours to 
enlist every person of good will for the purpose of serving 
the country both in war and peace time. Going beyond 
national limits, the Red Cross Societies are called upon, in 
certain circumstances, to collaborate in humanitarian work 
on an international scale. The international Red Cross, not 
being endowed with a permanent relief fund, the accom
plishment of its mission is entirely dependent upon the aid 
which is given to it in such circumstances by the national 
Societies. The necessity for having a strong and well- 
organized Red Cross Society in each country is vital for the 
international Red Cross.

A constant effort of propaganda and a vast popular 
membership constitute the firmest bases on which a national 
Society can rest for its work.

Every propaganda campaign should, if it is to be successful, 
proceed according to a practical programme, thoroughly well 
thought out and co-ordinated. This programme should 
define the aims to be attained in order to pursue their realiza
tion methodically.

The aim of Red Cross propaganda is to make the public 
understand the great moral force represented by the Red 
Cross in the service of humanity and the fruitful work that 
it can accomplish for the improvement of health and the 
well-being of all.

Based on a wide popular membership, the Red Cross is not 
the instrument of the privileged few; thanks to the very 
extensive network of their local committees, the national 
Societies can reach every class of the population, both in the 
city and in the country, for the purpose of seeking their 
membership.

In many countries the public is accustomed each year to 
membership campaigns and appeals for funds. It gives them 
a cordial welcome. The annual membership campaign
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constitutes, par excellence, the opportunity offered periodi
cally to every citizen to support the Red Cross and give it his 
material support and voluntary aid. The method of orga
nizing these annual manifestations, known by the name of 
“ Red Cross Days”  or “ Weeks” , has been too often described 
in special articles and studies to need repetition here. But 
too much cannot be said of the vital importance of propa
ganda.

The best propaganda for a Red Cross Society is its activity. 
How better can it justify its existence than by organizing 
clinics of all sorts, maintaining hospitals, nursing schools, 
social institutions, providing for first aid and the transport 
of sick and injured, and organizing relief in time of disaster ? 
Intelligently directed propaganda will set forth these acti
vities; without clear, well presented, persistent, and up-to- 
date information, based on concrete examples, public interest 
cannot be secured, and without public interest, there cannot 
be a solid foundation and fruitful activity for a Red Cross 
Society.

Modern methods of propaganda facilitate the task of 
national Societies in this domain, in particular the press, the 
radio, and the cinematograph.

Outside the general methods of propaganda there are two, 
special to the Red Cross, which merit the attention of direc
tors of national Red Cross Societies. The first is the publi
cation of a periodical, for the purpose of informing the public 
of what the Red Cross is doing, both in the national and 
international fields. If, in principle, every member of a 
national Red Cross Society reads the bulletin of the Society, 
the latter should not limit its ambition to addressing itself 
only to its members; it should be willing to arrange from 
time to time for a wider distribution among the public so 
that its future membership campaigns and appeals for funds 
may find the ground prepared to ensure success.

The other great resource at the disposal of the Red Cross 
is the Junior Red Cross.
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The Junior Red Cross

When discussing methods of educating public opinion in 
regard to Red Cross work, the Junior Red Cross instantly 
comes to mind. For what is the Junior Red Cross, but the 
preparatory school for future active Red Cross members ? It 
aims to awaken in the boys and girls, through a programme 
of service activities, that mental attitude which may be called 
the Red Cross spirit; this has manifested itself in a genuine 
enthusiasm among millions of young people and has already 
produced impressive results. In the following pages we shall 
show, by examples first of national, then of international acti
vities, how the Red Cross carries on its educational work.

The essential idea is to be useful, to serve, to help. The 
first requisite for being useful is to be in good health. That 
is why the Junior Red Cross puts health at the head of its 
programme.

The Health Game is the first stage in the health education 
of Juniors; it has been adopted by most of the National 
Sections. In Sections where the game is not in use, the boys 
and girls are required to pledge observance of the health rules 
as a condition of Junior Red Cross membership. A card on 
which the laws of health are printed is given to them as a 
reminder.

The Health Game consists of a certain number of ele
mentary health rules which the children undertake to carry 
out as faithfully as possible. Special forms on which are 
printed the rules to be observed, and columns corresponding 
to the days of the month, are distributed to the children who 
put a mark against the rules they have kept each day. At 
the end of the month the marks are added up and the results 
announced. The Health Game is often combined with 
periodical weighing and measuring. The rules are of course 
adapted according to climates.

Besides the rules of personal hygiene, the Junior Red Cross 
instructs its members in the principles of public health, which 
it is equally important for them to observe. Some surprising 
results are achieved when this teaching is put into practice.
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It has been observed that, in certain schools where the Junior 
Red Cross health programme was applied, the illness rate 
among the pupils has diminished to an extraordinary extent. 
Various practical measures facilitate the observance of the 
rules. Keep clean : school showers and wash rooms are 
installed. Live out of doors : playgrounds and summer 
colonies are provided. Eat proper food : canteens are organ
ized, while vegetables and fruit are grown in school gardens. 
Take vitamins : there are distributions of fresh fruit and cod 
liver oil. Avoid colds : slippers are made to change into at 
school. Are you in bad health ? There are sanatoriums and 
preventoriums for those who need them. Take care of your 
eyes and teeth : Attend free clinics.

Because of the necessity to put theory into practice, the 
Junior Red Cross possesses a number of social institutions, 
which grow and develop through service. Service, the very 
essence of the Red Cross, is the foundation stone of the Junior 
Red Cross. It is not only practised among Juniors, but 
extends to other children and to society as a whole.

The Juniors have a social conscience; they are interested in 
their surroundings; they discover what improvements are 
needed and find ways of carrying them out. When faced by 
bad conditions, they do not accept them as irremediable, but 
set to work to change them. Among the most striking exam
ples of this kind may be mentioned certain accomplishments 
in parts of India and in the Philippines. Numbers of Juniors 
in India are trying to make their villages into models of 
cleanliness, and have succeeded in rousing the villagers out 
of their habitual inertia in regard to the elementary rules of 
health. Moreover, when an epidemic breaks out in a village, 
it is frequently the Juniors who warn the health authorities 
and collaborate with them in every way. It is often due to 
the Juniors that the spread of disease can be restricted. In 
the Philippines, it is no exaggeration to say that the Junior 
Red Cross has, to a considerable extent, transformed the life 
of a primitive population. With its travelling dental clinics, 
it has penetrated into the most remote villages, bearing with 
it hitherto unknown ideas.
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If the changes have been less spectacular in countries that 
enjoy better conditions, they are none the less important. 
Everywhere the Juniors fight social evils such as tuberculosis 
and alcoholism, by making it possible, through their institu
tions, to have outdoor life, to play games, and to enjoy proper 
food. In countries where malaria is common, the Juniors 
have undertaken a systematic campaign; they drain marshes, 
distribute quinine, and work energetically to persuade the 
population to take proper precautions.

In many countries the Juniors’ influence is more effective 
in rural districts and in small centres than in the large towns. 
This is because, in rural areas, they have a more direct and 
constant contact with the whole population. Moreover the 
country suffers more than the towns from a lack of hygiene; 
there is a more suspicious attitude, and it takes longer for 
help to arrive. The Juniors have been able to banish many a 
superstitious belief, and their first aid box has often been the 
providence of the village. Through the knowledge acquired 
in their classes in first aid and life saving, home nursing and 
infant care, they have often had opportunities to render signal 
services. There are numerous examples of Juniors having 
saved lives because they have known how to practice artificial 
respiration or stop a haemorrhage.

Juniors do not content themselves with working for their 
group or for the benefit of their town or village; in many 
countries they contribute to a national fund. These funds 
are used to pay for treatment of crippled children, to organize 
or maintain children’s hospitals, hospital beds, dental clinics, 
school canteens, summer colonies, drinking fountains in 
villages. The fund of one large Junior Section, besides its 
national uses, allots each year subventions for sister societies 
to help carry out certain Junior Red Cross activities.

Every accomplishment of the Juniors is the result of their 
own efforts. The directors of the Junior Red Cross give them 
a general programme but leave them considerable liberty of 
action in carrying it out. This method develops initiative, the 
sense of responsibility and organization, and pre-disposes them 
to become excellent active members of the Red Cross Society.
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Juniors groups are generally organized in schools under the 
guidance of the teachers; the latter are therefore led to become 
interested in the Red Cross in a very living way. It is an 
important fact that the Junior Red Cross brings knowledge 
and appreciation of the Red Cross into the ranks of teachers 
in elementary and secondary schools, who have so great an 
influence on the moral and intellectual education of a country.

The Red Cross has numerous opportunities for calling upon 
its Junior members, even before they have reached the age 
to swell the senior ranks. The Juniors work with the Red 
Cross during Red Cross Days and Weeks, and in time of 
disaster, according to their capacities.

The sense of comradeship which unites the Juniors is their 
great strength, but it does not make them conceited. They 
collaborate willingly with other young people’s organizations, 
such as the Scouts, etc. whenever it is for the general good. 
Often, in order to avoid overlapping, they work with the 
institutions already existing in their town or country, such as, 
hospitals, orphanages, summer colonies, youth hostels, homes 
for the blind, deaf and dumb, etc.

The energy, perseverance and total lack of self-interest 
which the Juniors bring to the execution of their programme 
of humanitarian work, are the best kind of propaganda for 
the Red Cross. This manner of doing awakens sympathy, 
and rouses in many adults the desire to make themselves 
equally useful. Such was the case with a father who, having 
lost his daughter, made an important gift in her name to the 
Juniors of his town to support their distribution of milk to 
undernourished children.

Furthermore, the Juniors are not satisfied with merely 
setting an example; they want, like all young people, to 
persuade others to follow their lead, and it must be admitted 
that they succeed very well in convincing their immediate 
entourage — family, school-mates or play-mates, inhabitants 
of their village. In each country, the Juniors have their own 
way of making propaganda. For instance, the Juniors in 
Siam produce health plays which they perform in public.
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The subject of these plays is usually some illness — tuber
culosis, malaria, plague, cholera, etc. They are as a rule quite 
dramatic, to stimulate the imagination of the audience, and 
the talent of the young actors makes them really striking 
entertainments. A play on malaria, for instance, will show 
in the first act the ravages of the disease with scenes of death; 
in act II the mosquitoes boast of their prowess. In the third 
act the Red Cross comes to the rescue of the victims and 
enumerates the measures to be taken for protection. The play 
ends with a direct appeal to the public to join the Red Cross 
and participate in the work of exterminating the evils which 
beset humanity.

Evidence has been found in many places of changes for 
the better in modes of living, brought about by Juniors. 
A striking example is that of a mountain village where the 
Juniors succeeded in having the living quarters of animals 
and humans separated, and the windows of the houses 
enlarged, when health commissions had only met with 
opposition.

The Junior Red Cross loses nothing of its universality in the 
process of adapting itself to the needs and conditions of the 
different countries in which it is organized. The members 
feel that they belong to an immense family whose ramifica
tions extend over all the earth and whose activities are directed 
towards the same end. That is why the Juniors in different 
countries help each other with so much cordiality.

There is no happening, sad or happy, in any country where 
the Junior Red Cross is organized, that does not find its echo 
among other Juniors. It is an occasion to send messages of 
friendship, congratulation, or condolence. When there is a 
disaster, practical help is added to the messages and there is a 
flow of parcels of clothing, food, gifts of money, towards the 
stricken country. Examples of this kind abound. It would 
take too long to enumerate them all, so we will mention only 
the latest international relief activity — that undertaken for 
the benefit of Spanish children. Seventeen countries 
responded to the appeal sent out by the League of Red Cross 
Societies in 1936, with a promptitude and generosity truly
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worthy of the Red Cross spirit. Several countries even 
renewed their donations. This clothing and food, sent from 
all parts of the world, was divided between the children of 
both parties by the representatives of the International Red 
Cross Committee in Spain.

In normal times, Junior Red Cross members take every 
opportunity for contacts with each other. They exchange 
presents at holiday times with Juniors of other countries, 
visit each other during school holidays, meet in conferences, 
like at Riga in 1936. This conference brought together 
Juniors of Latvia, Estonia, Denmark, Lithuania, Poland and 
Sweden. It was a complete success. Besides the meetings 
when reports were presented, and at the end of which reso
lutions were voted, there were a variety of demonstrations 
given by the Juniors before an enthusiastic public.

The Junior Red Cross magazines are another bond of union 
between Juniors. They provide their readers with news, not 
only of their own Section, but of all the other Sections, for 
each magazine devotes some space to the work of foreign 
Juniors. This is important, the Juniors getting ideas from it 
for their own activities.

However, the most generalized form of contact between 
the Juniors, and undoubtedly the most popular, is the inter
school correspondence. There has sometimes been misunder
standing about the real purpose of the international school 
correspondence of the Junior Red Cross, so that it may not 
be superfluous to define it anew. The international school 
correspondence carried on under the aegis of the Junior Red 
Cross is not an end in itself, but a means, the means given to 
the young generations in different countries of knowing each 
other, of thinking of each other from a broader viewpoint 
and in a more exact, a more friendly and more human 
manner. In the portfolio or album, which is the form taken 
by this correspondence, the Juniors describe, besides their life 
and their country, the part they take in the humanitarian 
work of the Red Cross and encourage each other by compa
risons of their activities and accounts of their progress.
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A school correspondence album with varied contents has a 
real educational value and the teachers make good use of it 
in their classes.

For the Red Cross, the international school correspondence 
is evidence of the common ideal which unites the Juniors 
throughout the world. The teachers see in it a means of 
giving their pupils a truer idea of foreign lands and 
awakening in them feelings of goodwill towards their inhabi
tants.

Thousands of these exchanges take place every year; but 
school correspondence is never the only activity of a Junior 
group; it is the outcome of their other activities.

It is the function of the Junior Division of the League of 
Red Cross Societies to facilitate in every possible way the 
work of the National Sections. It collects and disseminates 
information. It produces for distribution, in several lan
guages, publications of all kinds — technical, general and 
propaganda. Very often these documents are published in 
execution of a mandate entrusted to the League by a Red 
Cross conference, or on request of one or several Junior 
Sections. It undertakes the translation and distribution of 
material published by national Sections which may be of 
general interest.

The “ Material for Editors of Junior Red Cross Maga
zines” , which is published three times a year in English, 
French and Spanish and sent out to all the Sections, with 
photographs, gives a selection of the contents of the different 
magazines, and original articles on Red Cross subjects. The 
editors make constant use of this material and, as stated 
above, it is very much appreciated by the young readers.

The School Correspondence Secretaries’ Bulletin, also 
published three times a year in English and French, serves as 
a link between the School Correspondence Secretaries; it 
contains specialized information and advice intended to faci
litate their work.
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Through visits to different countries, the League keeps in 
touch with the progress of the movement. It invites mem
bers of the staffs of national Junior Sections to study at its 
headquarters.

The League also organizes study meetings, regional and 
international conferences, to enable the various Junior Red 
Cross directors to meet and exchange ideas on the organiza
tion and activities of the Junior Red Cross. Furthermore, it 
takes part in conferences dealing with educational matters, 
attended by members of the teaching profession and repre
sentatives of educational associations. These conferences have 
frequently recognized officially the educational value of the 
Junior Red Cross.

Finally, the League maintains contact with the Elementary 
and Secondary Teachers’ Associations, with the International 
Bureau of Education, The World Federation of Education 
Associations, thereby contributing towards the dissemination 
of Red Cross ideas and accomplishments in influential inter
national circles.

Sketched in its broad lines, such is the educational work of 
the Junior Red Cross. At the end of this statement it is 
permissible to draw the most encouraging conclusions. 
Barely twenty years have sufficed to attract to the Red Cross 
banner, millions of school children, boys and girls; these 
young people are learning by doing to conquer selfishness; 
they are becoming conscious of the moral richness and beauty 
of disinterested service. In learning to be useful, they are 
entering into possession of an ideal which, very often, is 
guiding and transforming their lives.
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