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Introduction.
On May 5th 1938, the League of Red Cross Societies 

entered upon its 20th year of existence. It was in 1928 
th a t a general report on the League’s work was, for the 
first time, laid before an International Red Cross Confer
ence at The Hague, and the League’s subsequent acti
vities were similarly made the subject of general reports 
to the Rrussels Conference of 1930 and the Tokyo Con
ference of 1934. The purpose of the present report is to 
trace briefly the history of the League from November 
1934 to the present time.

The beginning of this four-year period was marked 
by the attainment of one of the most important objectives 
for which the League had been striving since its foundation 
in 1919. The decision taken by the Board of Governors 
at its meeting in Tokyo in 1934 made the League, for the 
first time, a world-wide federation comprising all the 
recognized national Red Cross organizations in the world. 
It is difficult to overestimate the value of the moral asset 
represented by the character of universality which the 
League has thus attained; for it means that, at an epoch 
in world history when the links between nations have 
been subjected to almost unprecedented strain, the co
operative relationship between Red Cross bodies through
out the world has been affirmed and strengthened.

The solidarity of the Red Cross as a world movement,
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which was thus emphasized at the beginning of the period 
under review, has never been more necessary than during 
this period. In the League’s report to the Tokyo Con
ference reference was made to the severe test to which 
the Red Cross had been put by the world economic crisis. 
Since 1934, despite the happy improvement in economic 
conditions in certain countries, the shadow of world de
pression has still not lifted sufficiently to enable national 
Red Cross Societies to increase to any great extent the 
material resources a t their disposal. On the other hand, 
the responsibilities of the Red Cross which, in 1934, had 
already vastly increased with the increase of suffering 
and hardship resulting from the depression, have, during 
the past four years, grown immensely greater. The 
national Societies have found themselves faced, in addi
tion to the problem of relieving the day to day sufferings 
of the victims of depression in their own countries, with 
needs even more urgent because more directly related 
to the fundamental purpose which the Red Cross was 
called into existence to meet.

It has been repeatedly affirmed, since the extension 
of the Red Cross programme in 1919 which made it the 
business of the Red Cross to contribute to the relief of 
human suffering at all times, irrespective of the causes 
of the suffering, that the new responsibilities thus assumed 
remain always secondary to the primary Red Cross res
ponsibility of providing relief for sick and wounded sol
diers in wartime. The successive outbreak of hostilities 
in East Africa in 1935, in Spain in 1936 and in the Far 
East in 1937 has thus constituted a challenge to the Red 
Cross such as the movement had not been called upon 
to face since the close of the Great War.

In these three cases the main burden has fallen upon 
the national Red Cross Societies of the countries actually 
engaged in the fighting, and, of course, upon the Inter-
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national Red Cross Committee, whose specific respon
sibility in all circumstances calling for the intervention 
of a neutral body had been re-affirmed in the Statutes 
of the International Red Cross adopted at The Hague in 
1928. At the same time, the renewed concentration of 
Red Cross people in many countries upon the problems 
more intimately connected with the traditional role of 
the Red Cross has inevitably reacted upon the work of 
the League. This re-orientation of the work, indeed, has 
been in no way confined to the national Societies of coun
tries actually engaged in hostilities; the movement towards 
rearmament in a great many other countries has had as 
its natural corollary an increased realization by Red Cross 
leaders of the obligations lying upon them to hold them
selves always ready to undertake the heavy tasks which 
will fall upon them if ever the armaments assembled 
should have to be used.

In one respect, these developments have had not only 
an indirect, but also a direct effect on the League of Red 
Cross Societies. Immediately following the outbreak 
of the armed conflict in East Africa in 1935, the unre
served co-operation of the League was offered to the Inter
national Committee by the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors; and the Executive Committee, at its meeting 
in November 1935, “ approved the assistance given by 
the League in this emergency to the International Red 
Cross Committee and placed on record its readiness to 
put at the disposal of the Committee whatever co-oper
ation might be useful to it, so far as compatible with the 
terms of the Statutes of the International Red Cross’’. 
The policy thus formulated has continued to be followed 
in the subsequent emergencies which have arisen, and it 
has been a source of satisfaction to those responsible for 
the work of the League tha t the International Committee 
has on each occasion made use of the co-operation offered
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it. The Committee has, indeed, made generous acknow
ledgment of the fact that its task in this -way has been 
appreciably facilitated.

At the same time, the developments of the past three 
or four years appear to indicate that the most important 
contribution which the League can make towards the 
effectiveness of the work undertaken by the Red Cross 
for the relief of war sufferers, as well as for sufferers in 
peacetime, lies in the redoubling of its efforts to assist 
national Societies in building up strong and efficient 
national organizations of their own. I t is for this reason 
primarily that the emphasis, in regard to the activities 
of the League, has shown a tendency to shift awray from 
the quest of fresh fields of Red Cross usefulness and to
wards increased promotional work in the widest sense. 
The problem now uppermost in the minds of Red Cross 
people throughout the world, is no longer that of ascer
taining where the Red Cross can do the most good. It 
is the problem of strengthening Red Cross organization 
and increasing Red Cross resources, so that they may be 
equal to the only too obvious tasks which to-day confront 
the movement, in a world distraught by suffering, and 
groaning under an increasing load of misery and distress.

The multiplication of contacts has accordingly been 
the keynote of the work during the period under review, 
with a view to enabling the leaders of Red Cross work in 
each country to make clear the kind of services which they 
expect from the League; to acquainting them fully with 
the nature of the facilities the League can place at their 
disposal; and to affording them increased opportunities 
for obtaining inspiration and suggestions from the work 
of other Societies, with whose representatives they are 
brought in contact through conferences and study meet
ings.

A secondary factor in bringing about the change of
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emphasis above referred to has been the necessity under 
which the League has found itself of placing economy in 
the forefront of its preoccupations. Reference to the 
increasingly acute problem presented by the financing 
of the League’s activities will be made later in this report.

Changes of leadership.
Not the least of the handicaps under which the League 

has laboured during the period under review has been 
the disappearance of those men to whose leadership those 
associated with them in responsibility for the policy of 
the League had long been accustomed to look. The Hon. 
John Barton Payne who, during thirteen years, had, as 
Chairman of the Board of Governors, given strong and 
wise leadership to the League, died early in 1935. A 
little more than two years later, Colonel Draudt, who had 
played an important role in League affairs since 1927, 
not only as senior Vice-Chairman but also and more par
ticularly as the appointed representative of the League 
to the International Red Cross Committee, sustained a 
serious breakdown in health which necessitated his resign
ing his functions. Finally, early in 1938, Admiral Cary 
T. Grayson, who had been unanimously elected to succeed 
Judge Payne as Chairman of the Board of Governors of 
the League on his appointment to the Chairmanship of 
the American Red Cross, succumbed to a brief illness, 
deeply regretted by all who had had the opportunity to 
become acquainted with his widely appreciated person
ality. All who have the interests of the League at heart 
must feel deeply indebted to the remaining Vice-Chair
men, Mr. Conill, Mr. Yamanouchi, and especially the 
Marquis de Lillers who, with the unanimous approval of 
the Executive Committee, assumed, in February 1938, 
the duties ordinarily incumbent upon the Chairman, pen-
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ding the election by the Board of Governors in June of 
a successor to Admiral Grayson.

Mr. Ernest J . Swift, who had been appointed Secre
tary General at the beginning of 1932, resigned from this 
position in January 1936, on appointment to the Vice- 
Chairmanship of the American Red Cross.

On this occasion, the Board of Governors adopted the 
following resolution:

The Board of Governors desires to express its appreciation 
of the services rendered to  the  League by Mr. E rn est J .  Swift 
during his tenure of the Secretary-Generalship. Mr. Swift’s 
executive capacities, his ta len t for establishing friendly and con
fident relations w ith national Societies, and the  emphasis laid by 
him  on the  value of these contacts as the basis for the  work of the 
Secretariat, have been highly appreciated by the League’s mem
ber Societies” .

Mr. de Bougé, Under Secretary General, was appointed 
to succeed Mr. Swift as Secretary General of the League; 
and, following Colonel Draudt’s resignation in 1937, Mr. 
de Bougé was also entrusted with the responsibility, pre
viously discharged with such conspicuous success by Co
lonel Draudt, of acting as the official representative of 
the League with the International Bed Cross Committee.

Membership of the League.

Since the adhesion of the Alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies of the U. S. S. R., at the time of 
the Tokyo Conference, a new Red Cross Society — that 
of Haiti — has obtained recognition from the International 
Red Cross Committee; the invitation addressed to it by 
the Board of Governors in 1936 to join the League was 
duly accepted by the Haitian Red Cross. As the result 
of the disappearance of the Austrian Red Cross, as such, 
and its absorption by the German Red Cross, the mem-
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bership of the League now represents 61 national Socie
ties. Early in 1938, application for recognition was made 
to the International Red Cross Committee by a newly- 
formed Red Cross Society in Honduras. If the recogni
tion asked for is granted, every country on the American 
Continent will now have its own national Red Cross So
ciety, and the number of recognized Societies in the New 
World will have increased from nine in 1919 to twenty 
two in 1938.

The Roard of Governors of the League will be asked, 
a t its meeting in June 1938, to authorize the issue of an 
invitation to the Red Cross Society of Honduras to join 
the League as soon as the question of its international 
status is in order.

Similar application has been made by the Rurmese 
Red Cross Society, following the attainment by Rurma 
of Dominion Status, and the question of inviting the 
Burmese Society also to join the League may be ripe 
for action a t the meeting of the Board of Governors in 
June 1938.

Organization of the League.

No important changes in the general organization of 
the League have taken place during the period under 
review. The question of a somewhat radical revision of 
the text of the Articles of Association, which had been 
held in abeyance since 1931, was, however, taken up by 
the Executive Committee in 1937; and the text prepared 
by the Legal Adviser, Me. Mater, provides not only for a 
more convenient arrangement of the Articles, but also for 
certain changes in their substance. The changes con
templated are not of a fundamental character, and com
ment on them must be deferred until after action has been



taken by the Board of Governors a t its meeting in June 
1938.

Among the questions of organization which lie outside 
the scope of the Articles of Association, mention should 
be made of the constitution, in 1937, of a Standing Health 
Advisory Committee comprising a number of experts 
representing different national Societies. It should also 
be indicated here that, in accordance with the revised 
stipulations of the Empress Shoken Fund, and in confor
mity with a resolution adopted by the Fifteenth Inter
national Red Cross Conference at Tokyo, the allocations 
made from the income of this Fund are now the respon
sibility of a joint committee on which the International 
Committee and the League are equally represented. The 
three representatives of the League on this committee 
were, in the first instance, Colonel Draudt and Mr. Ya- 
manouchi, Vice-Chairmen, and Mr. Swift, Secretary Ge
neral. The vacancy created by Mr. Swift’s resignation 
has been filled by Mr. de Rouge, and the successor to 
Colonel Draudt will require to be nominated in due course.
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Meetings of the Board of Governors 
and Executive Committee.

The Board of Governors of the League has held two 
meetings since 1934 — a special meeting in April 1935, to 
pay tribute to the memory of the late Judge Payne and 
elect Admiral Grayson as his successor; and an ordinary 
meeting in November 1936 which presented special in
terest because of the importance given to the urgency of 
the financial problems confronting the League.

At the 1936 meeting, the Board of Governors was called 
upon to elect a Chairman, three Vice-Chairmen and four 
members of the Executive Committee whose mandates
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expired th a t year. Admiral Grayson was re-elected 
Chairman, Colonel Draudt, Mr. Conill and Mr. Yamanouchi, 
Vice-Chairmen, and the vacant seats on the Executive 
Committee were assigned to the representatives of the 
Red Cross Societies of Chili, Hungary and Norway, and 
the Turkish Red Crescent.

The Executive Committee, in addition to a special 
meeting immediately preceding tha t of the Board of Go
vernors in April 1935, has held two regular meetings, each 
year in accordance with its statutory obligations.

After the elections in November, the composition of 
the Committee stood as follows:

Ch a ir m a n  :

A dm iral Cary T. Grayson.
(Successor to  the  late Adm iral Grayson to  be appointed for the 

balance of the  period 1936-1940).

V ic e -C h a ir m e n  :

The M arquis de Lillers, France (ex-officio).
Mr. E. J . Conill, Cuba (until 1940).
Mr. S. Yam anouchi, Jap an  (un til 1940).
(Successor to Colonel D raud t to  be appointed for the balance of 

the  period 1936-1940).

M e m b e r s  :

The Hon. Sir A rthur Stanley, G reat B ritain  (until 1938).
Senator G. Ciraolo, Ita ly  (until 1938).
Mr. Donker Curtius, N etherlands (until 1938).
General Brieba, Chili (until 1940).
H. E. M. de Simon, H ungary (until 1940).
Colonel Jens Meinich, Norway (until 1940).
H. E. Dr. Refik Seydam, Turkey (until 1940).

The most important initiative taken by the Executive 
Committee during the period under revietv has been the 
action already mentioned relating to preparations for the 
revision of the Articles of Association.
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Organization of the Secretariat.
In view of the considerations of policy and economy 

to which reference has already been made, the personnel 
of the League Secretariat had undergone a ¡further sub
stantial reduction during the period under review. The 
Secretary General has now at his disposal only two assis
tants instead of three as previously, and the technical 
divisions are no longer headed by full-time executives. 
Dr. Sand and Major Petersen have left the Secretariat, 
but happily remain connected with the League’s work 
in the capacity of non-resident technical counsellors for 
health and relief problems respectively. The direction 
of the Nursing Division has been arranged on a part time 
basis, and the Director of the Junior Red Cross Division 
has been called upon to take over, in addition, further 
responsibilities as Chief of the Publications Service. The 
chief of the Financial and Administrative Services has 
been released, and this side of the work has been added 
to the responsibilities of the Director of Propaganda.

On the financial side, the League has been strengthened 
by the appointment of Mr. Tupper Barrett as Assistant 
Treasurer General. Mr. Barrett, like Mr. Demachy, the 
Treasurer General, serves without remuneration.

The budget.

In the report presented to the Tokyo conference in 
1934, it was pointed out that the policy of economy pur
sued during the previous four years had made it possible 
to reduce the League budget from $230,000 in 1931 to 
105,500 Gold dollars (equal to approximately 175,000 
present-day dollars).

The budgets for 1934 and subsequent years have been 
made in French Francs, as follows:
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Year Budget Estimate Actual Income Actual Expenditure

19 3 4 2 ,637 ,500 2,524 ,057 .95 2 ,749 ,372 .50
1935 2 ,305 ,000 2,368 ,914 .36 2,557 ,705 .20
1936 2,330 ,000 2,408 ,661 .25 2,229,117.41
1937 2 ,625 ,000 3 ,052 ,540 .08 2,646 ,188 .84
1938 2,850 ,000 — —

The drastic economies effected in 1936 and 1937 have 
kept expenditures in these years well below income, and 
this has enabled the Special Reserve Fund at the League’s 
disposal to be built up again to a figure of approximately 
one-and-a-half million French Francs.

The above figures do not fully reflect the effort made 
by the League in the direction of economy during the 
period under review, because they do not take into account 
the decline which has occurred in the value of the French 
Franc. The actual reduction in expenditure effected 
can be more accurately gauged if the actual outlay for 
1934 be compared with the estimates for 1938 in dollars. 
The 1934 expenditures amounted to approximately 183,000 
dollars, whereas the credits authorized for 1938 amount 
(at the rate of exchange current in March 1938) to only 
$92,000.

The necessity of placing economy in the forefront of 
the League’s preoccupations was brought home at the 
meeting of the Board of Governors in 1936, when Mr. Er
nest J . Swift, in his new capacity as Vice-Chairman of the 
American Red Cross, announced to the Board tha t the 
American Red Cross, which, with unstinting generosity, 
had continued up to tha t time to make annual contri
butions to the League amounting to more than $120,000 
a year, had decided to reduce its contribution for 1937 
to $95,000, and for 1938 to $60,000. He also indicated 
th a t from 1939 onwards the American Red Cross would 
expect to make an annual contribution to the League 
equivalent to the total amount of the contributions made
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by other Societies — an amount which has averaged, 
during recent years, less than $30,000 annually. It may 
consequently be necessary for the League, after 1938, to 
make further adaptations in its organization, so as to 
reduce its regular annual expenditures to the approximate 
equivalent of twice this amount, viz: $60,000 a year. 
It is, however, hoped that the national Societies as a whole, 
many of which have already responded generously to 
Admiral Grayson’s appeal to them to make substantial 
increases in the amount of their contributions to the League, 
will persevere in their efforts in this direction, so as to 
ensure the maintenance of the budget in the neighbourhood 
of the present figure, and avoid the necessity of any 
further diminution in the scope of the League’s activities.

While, as already indicated, the thanks of the League 
are due to a number of Societies for the fresh financial 
effort they have made on its behalf, special mention 
should be made of the action of the French Red Cross, 
which has made special representations to the French 
Government with a view to obtaining a headquarters 
building for the League, rent free. These representations 
have already resulted in a promise being given that the 
League shall have such a building as soon as one is avail
able, and in the meantime a special grant has been made 
towards the rent of the present headquarters.

Mention should also be made in this report of the deci
sion, taken by the Board of Governors in 1935, to raise a 
memorial fund in memory of the late Judge Payne. The 
Payne Memorial Fund, subscribed by the national So
cieties and a certain number of individual members of 
the Board of Governors, amounts to over 100,000 French 
Francs, and, in accordance with the instructions of the 
Board, the use to be made of the income from this grant will 
be made the subject of periodical recommendations to the 
Board by the Secretary General. The amount of the ac-
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cumulated income to date is not sufficient to justify any 
action on this point at the 1938 meeting.

Mandates of the Tokyo Conference.

Before proceeding to summarize the achievements of 
the League during the period under review, it may be 
appropriate to recall th a t a number of the resolutions 
adopted by the XVth International Red Cross Conference 
in 1934 called for specific action by the League Secretariat, 
and to intimate what the character of the action has been 
in each case. The key-resolution as concerns the League 
was resolution No. 5, in which the Conference, after ap
proving the general report of the League, expressed the 
hope tha t it would ‘ ‘ continue as in the past to be a source 
of constant inspiration and stimulus to its member 
Societies” .

The 6th resolution of the Tokyo Conference, by which 
the national Societies were urged to extend their Junior 
activities, recommended th a t they should base their action 
in this respect on the advice of the League Secretariat. 
I t  will be clear from later sections of this report tha t advice 
in this field has been freely sought by the national Socie
ties and that full satisfaction has been given in this respect.

Resolution No. 7 called upon the League Secretariat 
to continue to compile and issue propaganda material 
of every practical kind for the benefit of the national 
Societies. The output of the Secretariat in this respect 
has accordingly shown a marked increase.

Resolution No. 9, which called for the compilation by the 
joint efforts of the International Red Cross Committee and 
the League of a children’s history of the Red Cross, has been 
duly complied with, and a special report on this subject 
will be presented to the XVIth International Conference.

Resolution 16 expressed the hope that a Conference
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of qualified experts might be held to study the principles 
of disaster relief nursing services. This conference met 
at the headquarters of the League, under the joint aus
pices of the International Committee and the League, 
early in 1937, and its report will be available to the XVIth 
International Conference. At the meeting in January 
1937, study of the practical activities of voluntary aids 
in normal times, called for by the 17th resolution, was 
also examined in certain aspects.

Resolution No. 20, besides calling for joint study by 
th e . International Red Cross Committee and the League 
of the question of Red Cross development in territories 
under mandate, endorsed the League’s regular programme 
of regional conferences. It has not yet been possible to 
carry out the joint study in question, owing to the many 
unexpected and urgent calls which have been made upon 
the two International Red Cross bodies during the period 
under review. On the other hand, the League’s regional 
conferences have gone forward according to programme 
and will be referred to later in this report. In particular, 
the Third Pan-American Red Cross Conference at Rio de 
Janeiro, to which reference was made in resolution 21, 
duly took place in 1935 and was conspicuously successful.

Resolution 22, which dealt with the possible extension 
of the Czechoslovak Red Cross Truce to other countries, 
expressed the hope that other Red Cross Societies adopt
ing the Truce would give the opportunity to represen
tatives of the I.R.C.C. and the League to follow their work 
in this field. Circumstances have, however, not yet prov
ed favourable to the adoption in other countries of the 
Czechoslovak idea.

Resolution 27 called upon the League to give its atten
tion to the standardization of ships’ medicine chests, si
milar chests for air services, and a first aid manual for 
air services. The Technical Counsellor of the League is
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pursuing the study in respect of ships’ medicine chests, 
in co-operation with the members of the Committee on 
the Health of Seamen, and the question of first aid faci
lities in connexion with air services was considered at the 
Budapest Conference on the Use of Aeroplanes in Disaster, 
in 1937, and at the Tallinn Conference on Specialized 
First Aid Methods, in May 1938.

Resolution 29 endorsed the continuance by the League 
Secretariat of its functions in connexion with interna
tional appeals for disaster sufferers. The Secretariat, 
during the period under review, has been called upon to 
devote its efforts in this direction, not only to cases of 
disaster, but also, and more particularly, to supporting 
the appeals made by the International Red Cross Com
mittee to the national Societies for the purpose of obtain
ing from the latter the financial backing necessary for 
the work undertaken by the Committee on the occasion 
of the hostilities in East Africa, in Spain and in the Far East.

Resolution 30 called upon the League to continue to 
promote highway first aid activities. Much interest has been 
given to the development of this activity by Red Cross So
cieties, not only through correspondence and publications, 
but also as the result of the deliberations of the Budapest 
Conference of 1935 and the Tallinn Conference of 1938.

Resolution 31 requested the League Secretariat to 
prepare and publish statistical data regarding highway 
accidents and a beginning has been made in this respect.

Resolution 32 called for the continued study of air am
bulance problems in respect of which much progress has 
been made, notably as the result of the Budapest Con
ference of 1937.

Resolution 45 provided for the amendment of the re
gulations of the Empress Shoken Fund, with a view to 
associating the League in responsibility for the allocations 
to be made from the income of this fund. Reference has



already been made in this report to the action taken in 
this regard.

Co-operation with the International 
Red Cross Committee.

It will be noted from the above enumeration that the 
Tokyo Conference contemplated co-operation between 
the League and the I.R.C.C. in a great many different 
fields, and it will certainly be a source of satisfaction to 
the national Societies to know that the co-operation be
tween the two bodies has become continuously more ex
tensive and more intimate during the period under review. 
As already pointed out, the credit for the harmonious re
lationship established is largely due to Colonel Draudt’s 
skilful handling of his task as official representative of 
the League to the International Committee. Equal skill 
and goodwill was shown by the late Professor Werner, 
who, until his death in 1935, was the accredited represen
tative of the Committee to the League. The League has 
been deeply indebted to Professor Max Huber ever since 
he assumed the presidency of the International Committee, 
for the close personal interest he has taken in the rela
tionship between the two bodies, and for his personal 
collaboration with Colonel Draudt in many of the matters 
affecting this relationship.

Early in 1938, M. Barbey Ador, Honorary Member of 
the International Committee, was appointed to the place 
left vacant by Mr. Werner’s death ; and as already inti
mated, the Secretary General of the League took over, 
in 1937, the responsibilities in respect to liaison between 
the two bodies previously discharged by Colonel Draudt.

Reference has already been made to the joint action 
taken by the International Committee and the League in 
a number of instances. Aside from the meeting of experts 
in January 1937, which was held under the auspices of
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the two bodies, representatives of the International Com
mittee have been invited to all the meetings of the Board 
of Governors and Executive Committee of the League 
during the period under review, as well as to regional meet
ings, and the International Committee has been good 
enough to invite the League to participate in three meet
ings held at Geneva — one in connexion with the revision 
of the Geneva Convention, one to consider the revision 
of the Hague Convention, and the third to explore the 
possibilities of the plan looking towards the concentration 
of hospitals in neutralized zones in time of war. In addi
tion, the Secretariats of the League and of the Committee 
have co-operated closely with the British Red Cross So
ciety in the preparations for the XVIth International Red 
Cross Conference.

The joint publications issued by the two bodies have 
included the Year-Book of the International Red Cross, 
which has appeared as usual at the beginning of each 
year; a revised edition of the International Red Cross 
Manual; and the children’s history of the Red Cross called 
for by resolution No. 9 of the Tokyo Conference.

The principal field, however, in which the League has 
been called upon to co-operate with the International 
Committee during the period under review, has been the 
domain of relief to war sufferers. Reference has already 
been made to the resolution of the Executive Committee 
which laid down the policy of the League in this respect 
— a policy which has enabled the International Committee 
in emergency to make use as it thinks fit of the mechanism 
of the League, without prejudice to the exclusive respon
sibility of the Committee in such circumstances. The 
League’s principal contribution has been in connexion 
with the purchase of stores on behalf of the International 
Committee, the preparation of documents in languages 
other than French, and the obtaining (in connexion with
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the despatch of material to Spain) of special facilities for 
transportation through France. On the occasion of the 
outbreak of hostilities in the Far East, the League offered, 
and the Committee accepted, the temporary services of 
a member of the League’s staff who was available on the 
spot at the time, but the instructions given failed to reach 
their destination and this instance of concrete collabo
ration consequently failed to materialize. It will un
doubtedly be recognized with satisfaction that the co
operation of the League in emergency work falling within 
the International Committee’s specific field has revealed 
itself in practice as giving definitely useful results.

Promotional Work of the Secretariat.

It will be convenient for the purpose of a summary 
review of the promotional work undertaken during the 
period under review, to group the national Societies geo
graphically and to show briefly the contact which has been 
made with each of them through their representation at 
League conferences and meetings, the visits of their dele
gates to League headquarters, and the visits of members 
of the Secretariat to the different countries.

These three methods of contact, the value of which 
has long been proved and generally recognized, have been 
exploited to the full during the past four years, with the 
result that a greater number of Societies have been given 
the opportunity of actively participating in the interna
tional life of the Red Cross than ever before. For reasons 
of economy and of convenience, the visits of national So
cieties’ representatives to League headquarters have, 
whenever possible, been arranged so as to synchronize 
with meetings held under League auspices in Paris; and 
similarly, the travelling of members of the League Secre
tariat has in many cases been linked up with the repre
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sentation of the League at Red Cross manifestations or
ganized elsewhere.

In annex to the present report complete lists are given 
of the regional and technical meetings and conferences 
held under League auspices during the period under review, 
of the study visits made by national Societies’ represen
tatives to League headquarters, and of the Societies visited 
by representatives of the League Secretariat. It will be 
observed tha t special efforts have been made to extend 
the services of the League on the widest possible geogra
phical basis, so as to ensure that membership in the League 
shall be felt to be as valuable to remote Societies as to 
those whose headquarters are more readily accessible 
from Paris.

Europe.
The contact of the League Secretariat with the Red 

Cross Societies nearest its headquarters is constant and 
regular and calls for little comment. The Secretary Ge
neral is in daily contact with the Paris headquarters of 
the French Red Cross, and the opportunities for contact 
with the Relgian and Rritish Red Cross Societies are ex
tremely frequent. Until the resignation of Colonel Draudt 
in 1937, the same might have been said of the German 
Red Cross, and special efforts have been made since to 
maintain this close relationship.

Except for the fact th a t the Relgian Red Cross was not 
represented either on the Nursing Advisory Committee 
or the Health Advisory Committee, the Societies above 
mentioned have participated in all the meetings held 
under League auspices in Europe during the past four 
years. In addition, the Relgian, French and German 
Red Cross Societies had representatives at the Pan-Ame
rican Red Cross Conference in Rio de Janeiro, and the 
Rritish Red Cross a representative at the regional Junior 
Red Cross Conference in Tokyo.



A representative of the German Red Cross also appears 
on the list of study visitors to League headquarters.

The headquarters of the Red Cross Societies of Italy, 
Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and Swit
zerland lie but little further from Paris than the countries 
already mentioned.

It will be seen from the annexes above referred to that 
visits to Rome were made at different times in 1936 by 
two members of the League Secretariat, and that the Ita
lian Red Cross was represented at all the meetings held 
during the period under review, with the exception of the 
Junior Red Cross Group Study Meeting in Paris and the 
Junior Regional Conference in Tokyo. Luxemburg was 
visited by a member of the Secretariat in 1935, and sent 
delegates to two League meetings in Paris. The Nether
lands Red Cross was represented at the Highway First 
Aid Conference in Budapest in 1935, at the Pan-American 
Red Cross Conference, at the Budapest Conference on 
Aerial Relief in 1937, at the Junior Red Cross meeting 
in Tokyo, and at two of the Paris meetings. Portuguese 
representatives attended two of the Paris meetings and 
the Rio de Janeiro Conference of 1935. Spanish Red 
Cross representatives were present at all of the three 1935 
meetings, but owing to the unhappy events which have 
since taken place in Spain the contact with this Society 
has been somewhat relaxed during the past two years, 
the activity of the League in connexion with the important 
work being done by the Red Cross during the Spanish 
civil war taking the form of co-operation with the Inter
national Red Cross Committee. The Secretary General 
visited the Swiss Red Cross in 1936, and the Society has 
been duly represented at most of the meetings in Paris 
as well as at the two Budapest Conferences and at Rio de 
Janeiro.

The League’s study visitors from the six countries just
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referred to have included representatives from Spain and 
Switzerland.

There have also been study visitors from Sweden and 
Iceland among the Scandinavian States. Contact with 
these Societies, and especially with the Swedish Red Cross, 
has been facilitated during the past year through the good 
offices of Major Petersen, Technical Counsellor on Disaster 
Relief Questions. Of the Scandinavian Societies, the 
Danish Red Cross was represented at the Budapest Con
ference of 1935, at the Rio de Janeiro Conference, and at 
two of the Paris meetings; the Finnish Red Cross (which 
was visited by Mr. de Rouge in 1936) at the 1935 Confer
ence in Budapest; the Norwegian Red Cross at two of the 
Paris meetings and at the Budapest Conference on Aerial 
Relief in 1937; and the Swedish Red Cross at both the 
Budapest Conferences and two of the Paris meetings.

Contact with the Red Cross Societies of Central and 
Eastern Europe presents a somewhat more complicated 
problem, but has been faciliated by the anxiety these 
Societies have shown to take every opportunity to be 
represented at League meetings.

The Austrian Red Cross, which appears three times 
on the list of study visitors has, in addition, been visited 
by members of the Secretariat in 1936 and again at the 
beginning of 1938. Austrian representatives were present 
at both the Budapest Conferences, and at the Junior Red 
Cross and Health meetings in Paris in 1937.

Except for the Junior Red Cross meeting in Tokyo and 
the meetings of the Health and Nursing Advisory Com
mittees, the Czechoslovak Red Cross was represented at 
all the League meetings during the period under review. 
Mr. de Rouge paid a brief visit to Prague early in 1938.

The Hungarian Red Cross, besides acting as the host 
of the Budapest Conferences in 1935 and 1937, sent repre
sentatives to three meetings in Paris, and a study visitor



from Hungary spent some time at the headquarters of the 
League in 1937. Several members of the Secretariat 
had the opportunity of visiting the Hungarian Red Cross 
on the occasion of the conferences above referred to.

The Polish Red Cross appears twice on the list of study 
visitors and visits to Warsaw were made at the end of 
1934 by Mr. de Gielgud, and in 1936 by Mr. de Rouge. 
The Polish Red Cross was also represented at the Rio and 
Tokyo meetings, at the Rudapest Conference on the use 
of aeroplanes in disaster, and at all the Paris meetings.

The Red Cross Society of Danzig received a visit from 
Major Petersen in 1936 and 2 delegates from Danzig attend
ed the Junior Red Cross study meeting in Paris in 1937.

Of the Baltic countries, the Estonian Red Cross, follow
ing a visit by Major Petersen in 1937, has made a va
luable contribution in acting as host of the Tallinn Confer
ence on first aid work. This Society was also represented 
at the Budapest Conference in 1937. The Latvian Red 
Cross took part in the Budapest Conference of 1935 and 
three meetings in Paris in 1937. Visits to Riga were made 
by Mr. de Rouge and Mr. Milsom in 1936, and by Major 
Petersen in 1937. Two Lithuanian Red Cross represen
tatives appear on the list of study visitors, and the Lithua
nian Red Cross was represented at two of the meetings 
held in Paris in 1937. Mr. Milsom visited Lithuania in 1936.

The Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
of the U.S.S.R., following the accession of this Society to 
the League in 1934, appointed a permanent delegate to 
League headquarters who took part in the work of the 
Conference of Experts held in Paris in January 1937 and 
was in constant touch with the work of the League until 
his recall in May of that year, since when his post has re
mained vacant. Two visits have been made to the Mos
cow Headquarters of the Alliance — by Mr. de Gielgud 
at the end of 1934 and by Mr. de Rouge in 1936.
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Turning to the Balkan Countries, the Yugoslav Red 
Cross, which has been visited by Major Petersen in 1935, 
by Mr. Milsom in 1936 and Mr. de Gielgud in 1938, was 
represented at both the Budapest Conferences, at three 
meetings in Paris, and at the Junior Red Cross Regional 
Conference at Tokyo. The Bulgarian Red Cross simi
larly sent representatives to the two Budapest meetings 
and three of the Paris meetings, and was visited by Mr. 
Milsom in 1936. Mr. Milsom also visited Roumania in 
th a t year, and the Roumanian Red Cross sent represen
tatives to the Budapest Conference of 1937 and the Junior 
meeting in Paris in the same year. This Society was also 
represented at the Rio Conference.

The Greek Red Cross was represented at Rio and at the 
Paris Junior meeting in 1937. No occasion was found 
for effective contact with the Albanian Red Cross during 
the period under review.

Asia.

The presence of a number of members of the League 
Secretariat in Tokyo for the XVth International Red 
Cross Conference made it possible to make direct contacts 
with all centres of Red Cross activity in the Far East, at 
the end of 1934. Mr. Swift, as Secretary General, visited 
the Philippine Islands, the Netherlands East Indies and 
India on his way back from Tokyo, besides making a brief 
visit to the Egyptian Red Crescent; Mr. Milsom was given 
the opportunity to see something of the work of the Siam
ese Red Cross, as well as Red Cross activities in the Phi
lippine Islands and Indo-China; and Dr. Sand made a 
study of the Chinese Red Cross situation before returning 
to Paris.

A further opportunity for contact with the Red Cross 
Societies of this region was given by the Junior Conference



in Tokyo in 1937, at which the Indian, Siamese and Ne
therlands East Indies Societies all participated as well as 
representatives of the Philippines and, of course, Japan. 
On the occasion of this Conference, Mr. de Gielgud had 
the opportunity of making a brief contact with the Red 
Cross Society of China, and the Japanese Red Cross au
thorities had kindly also arranged facilities for him in 
Manchukuo. Unforeseen circumstances unfortunately 
prevented his taking advantage of these facilities.

The co-operation between the headquarters of the 
League and the Japanese Red Cross are greatly facilitated 
through the good offices of Mr. Yamanouchi, permanent 
representative of the Red Cross Society of Japan in Eu
rope. Contact with the work in China and Siam has been 
assured during the period under review through prolonged 
study visits made to League headquarters by a represen
tative of the Chinese Red Cross in 1935 and 1936, and by 
representatives of the Siamese Red Cross throughout the 
period under review.

Several of the Asiatic Societies have been represented 
at Conferences organized by the League in Europe, notably 
at the Junior Red Cross meeting in Paris in 1937, at which 
representatives were present from India, Japan and Siam.

It did not prove possible for members of the Secretariat 
to visit Turkey, Iran or Iraq during the past four years, 
but a study visitor from Iran spent some time at League 
headquarters, and the Iran Red Lion and Sun Society 
was represented at the Conference of Experts held in Paris 
in January 1937. Plans have been under consideration 
for some time for the organization of a conference in the 
Near East for the special benefit of these Societies and of 
the Egyptian Red Crescent, but the realization of this 
plan has had to be postponed for the present.
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Africa.

Reference has already been made to Mr. Swift’s visit 
to Egypt in 1935. In addition, the Egyptian Red Cres- 
crent Society was represented at the Paris meeting of 
January  1937 and at the 1937 meeting in Budapest.

The South African Red Cross requested several years 
ago th a t arrangements should be made for the visit to 
South Africa of a member of the League Secretariat. It 
is greatly regretted tha t this has not yet been found fea
sible, and it was with particular regret that the invitation 
to be represented at the Red Cross Conference in 1938 in 
South Africa had to be declined owing to the fact that the 
date of this conference lay so close to that of the XVIth 
International Red Cross Conference. A South African 
delegate attended the Junior meeting in Paris in 1937.

America.

The opportunities for contact with the American Red 
Cross have been frequent during the past four years. 
Mr. Swift visited Washington in 1935 and Mr. de Rouge, 
on the occasion of the Annual Convention of the American 
Red Cross, in 1937. During this same year, Mr. de Gielgud 
also paid a brief visit to the American Red Cross on his 
return from Australasia, and an exchange visit was arran
ged between a member of the Junior Red Cross Division 
of the League Secretariat and a member of the Junior 
Division of the American Red Cross. In addition, two 
American Red Cross study visitors came to Paris in 1936.

The American Red Cross was represented at all the 
meetings organized under League auspices during the 
period under review, with the exception of the first Bu
dapest Conference and the Nursing Advisory Committee 
meeting of 1937.



Mr. de Rouge, on the occasion of his visit to the United 
States in 1937, also visited the Canadian Red Cross; and 
this Society was represented both at the Rio Conference 
and at the Junior meeting in Paris in 1937.

The Rio de Janeiro Conference in 1935 brought together, 
with the representatives of the American and Canadian 
Red Cross Societies, delegates from all the eighteen Latin- 
American Red Cross Societies. (The recognition of the 
Haitian Red Cross took place at a later date, and the 
Honduras Red Cross Society has only been constituted 
quite recently). It also proved possible to obtain some 
measure of Latin-American participation in the meetings 
organized under League auspices in Europe: an Argentine 
delegate attended the Highway First Aid Conference in 
Rudapest in 1935, and Argentine and Mexican represen
tatives at the meeting on the work of volunteers in Paris 
in the same year; at the Conference of Experts on Nursing 
Services in Disaster, held in Paris in January 1937, repre
sentatives were present from Chili, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
San Domingo, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay, 
Peru and Salvador; a Costa Rican delegate attended the 
second Budapest Conference in 1937; and at the Junior 
meeting in Paris in 1937 there were representatives from 
Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Cuba, Guatemala, Peru 
and Uruguay. Representatives of the Colombian and 
Guatemalan Red Cross Societies also attended the meet
ing of the Health Advisory Committee in October 1937.

The study visitors to League headquarters in 1937 
included the Director of the Junior Red Cross of Peru.

Two opportunities have occurred during the period 
under review for members of the League Secretariat to 
meet the leaders of Red Cross work in Latin America. 
In 1935, Mr. Swift, as Secretary General, paid visits to 
Mexico, Cuba, Salvador, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, 
Uruguay, Argentina and Brazil; Mr. Larrosa, Under-
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Secretary General, visited at the same time the Red Cross 
Societies of Argentina, Chili, Peru and Uruguay; and 
Dr. Sand and Mr. de Rouge joined the delegation at Rio 
de Janeiro. In 1937, Mr. Larrosa undertook on the Se
cretariat’s behalf an extensive tour of the Latin American 
countries, renewing contact with all the Societies already 
mentioned and visiting Bolivia, Ecuador, San Domingo, 
Haiti, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras and Costa Rica. 
Among the important results attained through this tour, 
mention should be made of the plans prepared, in consul
tation with the national Societies concerned, for two con
ferences which are to be organized under the auspices of 
the League: a technical conference on the use of aeroplanes 
in disaster relief, to be held in Buenos Ayres, and a tech
nical conference, for the Red Cross Societies of the Central 
American area and adjoining countries, to deal with di
saster relief and Junior Red Cross questions. The pre
parations for the next Pan-American Conference have also 
been set on foot through this mission, and the conference 
is scheduled to take place in 1941.

Australasia.

The Australian and New Zealand Red Cross Societies, 
which had never been visited by a member of the League 
Secretariat, received visits from Mr. de Gielgud, Under
secretary General, in the autumn of 1937. Mr. de Gielgud 
spent two weeks in Australia and four in New Zealand, 
visiting different centres of Red Cross activity and making 
contact with leaders in Red Cross work throughout the 
two Dominions. Both the Australian and New Zealand 
Red Cross Societies also arranged to be represented at the 
Junior Red Cross group study meeting in Paris in 1937.

Two main lessons emerge from the indications given 
above. It is particularly encouraging to find that the



increased opportunities which the national Societies have 
been given to bring their delegates together for mutual 
discussion of their experiences and of their technical pro
blems in their different fields of work, have been so widely 
appreciated and tha t no opportunity to take advantage 
of them has been missed. In the second place, it will 
be observed that the readjustments made in the internal 
organization of the Secretariat in connexion with the fur
ther reduction in the staff have been so managed as to 
entail no slowing down in the promotional work of the 
Secretariat. On the contrary, the period under review 
has been marked by the establishment of close contact 
with Societies which had previously never been visited 
by League representatives, and co-operation with the 
more distant Societies has been developed on a more 
satisfactory basis than ever before.

Publications.

The main channel through which the Secretariat pu
blishes the current information of interest to national 
Societies continues to be the B u l l e t in , appearing monthly 
in French, English and Spanish. The League has been 
indebted to the national Societies for invaluable help in 
ensuring that the relatively small number of copies of the 
B u l l e t in  published in each language shall find their way 
to those persons in each national Society who are best 
able to make use of the information contained in the 
B u l l e t in . The notes on the work of the national Societies, 
which fill the greater part of each issue, have been deve
loped during the past four years, and a special effort has 
been made, with the co-operation of the International 
Red Cross Committee, to include interesting items regard
ing the work of the International Committee’s delegates 
in those regions where the Committee has been called upon
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to undertake heavy emergency responsibilities. Accounts 
of the various Red Cross meetings held in Paris and else
where appear regularly in the B u l l e t in , so tha t each 
number represents, so far as possible, a faithful picture 
of all current events of importance in the international 
life of the Red Cross.

While the B u l l e t in  is the only printed periodical issued 
by the League, the roneographed articles for reproduction, 
which are freely used and much appreciated by the national 
Societies, have continued to appear regularly, together 
with briefer notes for publication in the Press and (at 
irregular intervals) information sheets intended not so 
much for reproduction as for circulation among the officers 
of the national Societies. The Junior Red Cross Division 
also issues regularly three times a year material for the 
editors of national Junior Red Cross magazines, and a 
B u l l e t in  for interschool correspondence secretaries.

The non-periodical publications which have appeared 
during the period under review include:

The reports, in French and English, of the meetings of the 
Board of Governors and E xecutive Committee.

The report in French (w ith English sum m ary) of the  Second 
In ternational Conference on th e  W elfare of M erchant Seamen.

The report in English (the French edition having been issued 
by the In ternational Red Cross Committee) of the 1937 conference 
of E xperts on the Role of Nurses in D isaster Relief W ork.

Pamphlets.
“ The Junior R ed Cross —W hat it  is— W hat it  D oes”  (in 

French, English, German and Spanish).
“ Making Friends Through th e  Junior Red Cross”  (in English, 

French and Spanish).
“ Our Book, Our Very Own Book”  (in English).
A Table of Junior Red Cross Membership.
A health  m anual for m erchant seamen (in French only).
And in co-operation with the International Committee:
“ The Red Cross — Its In ternational O rganization”  (in French 

and English).



“ The International Red Cross’’ (revised edition of the pre
ceding) in French and English.

The In ternational Red Cross Year-Book (in French only, each 
year).

Technical pamphlets :
The French and Spanish editions of “ R ural Hygiene and the 

Red Cross’’.
The Spanish edition of “ Blood Transfusion, a Red Cross Ser

v ice’’.
The French and Spanish editions of “ The Red Cross and Social 

Service” .
(The English editions of the  two first named pam phlets had 

already appeared in 1934, and th e  English of the last nam ed was 
published in roneographed form  only).

For the XVIth International Red Cross Conference, 
in addition to the general report of the League, special 
reports in printed form are being published on various 
items of the agenda.

Among the roneographed material which has appeared 
during the period under review mention should be made of 
the proceedings of the different technical meetings held in 
Paris and in Budapest and of a document in French and 
Spanish comprising health lessons for children between 
the ages of 8 and 12, prepared by the Technical Counsellor.

A Spanish edition of the proceedings of the Buenos Ayres 
Conference, which were issued in Portuguese by the Bra
zilian Red Cross, is in preparation.

Work of the Propaganda Service.
The increased interest taken by national Societies in 

all kinds of propaganda methods, through which they can 
increase their membership and resources has enhanced the 
importance of the work done by the League Secretariat in 
distributing information and sample material relating to 
this field of Red Cross activity. Special attention has 
been given by the Propaganda Service to the methods
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employed in different countries in the organization of 
Red Cross “ Weeks”  and Red Cross “ Days” , membership 
enrolment arrangements, and appeals for funds.

The task of the League in this respect has been greatly 
facilitated by those Societies which regularly supply to 
League headquarters samples of all propaganda material 
issued by them. It would be much appreciated if this 
practice were more widely followed.

The co-operation of the Secretariat has been utilized 
by a number of Societies during the period under review 
in connexion with the planning and organization of exhi
bitions. The Societies to which the League has been of 
particular service in this respect are those of Belgium, 
Brazil, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, the Netherlands East 
Indies, Poland and Sweden.

The stock of membership badges in the possession of 
the League is now completely exhausted. The grants 
made from this stock during the period under review were:

10.000 to  the Bulgarian Red Cross
20.000 to  the Icelandic Red Cross

125,000 to  the  Luxem burg Red Cross
8,000 to  the Panam a Red Cross

40.000 to  the  Polish Red Cross.

Arrangements were also made by the League Secretariat 
for the manufacture of a further 100,000 badges, which 
were purchased by the Luxemburg Red Cross.

The League’s film library, loans from which have played 
an important part in the past activities of the Propaganda 
Service, has been a factor of decreasing importance since 
the introduction of talking films, especially in view of the 
fact that good health films have practically ceased to be 
produced of recent years. The greater difficulty of adapt
ing talking films for international purposes is obvious;
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for the problem can no longer be solved, as was the case 
with silent films, by simply substituting printed titles in 
one language for printed titles in another. It is also to 
be remembered th a t films lent from the League’s film 
library cannot always be handled as carefully as would 
be desirable, and th a t the repair of damaged films cannot 
be undertaken with the same ease in the case of ‘ ‘ talkies ’ ’ 
as in the case of silent films.

For the reason above indicated, the character of the 
League’s film library has somewhat changed and it now 
represents primarily an international collection of Red 
Cross propaganda films donated by, or purchased from, 
the national Societies by which they have been produced. 
The acquisitions made recently by the Secretariat include 
four American Red Cross films, three Japanese Red Cross 
films, one made by the Polish Red Cross, and one by the 
Indian Red Cross.

The national Societies have shown renewed interest 
in magic lantern slides as a vehicle of propaganda, princi
pally owing to the introduction of the new type of slide 
which is made of flexible and unbreakable material instead 
of glass. Slides of this kind have been made available 
to the League Secretariat by the Polish Red Cross and 
some distributed among other Societies.

The Work of the Technical Divisions of the Secretariat.

The shifting of emphasis which has taken place during 
the period under review as regards the general programme 
of work of the Secretariat, and its internal re-organization 
—to both of which reference had been made earlier in this 
report — has necessarily reacted upon the work of the 
technical Divisions. The effect has been to bring into 
greater prominence the work of the Junior Red Cross Di-
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vision, which has a definitely promotional character be
cause of the fact th a t it aims at building up the future 
membership of Red Cross Societies. The Relief Division is 
becoming more and more a centre of information re
garding methods of work which are eminently applicable 
in the  emergencies which loom so important today. It 
has concentrated particularly on the study of specialized 
forms of relief : aerial relief, highway first aid, rescue 
work in mines, etc. In the Health and Nursing fields, 
Red Cross work has aimed at consolidating the positions 
already gained, and in certain cases, has broken new 
ground. The League Secretariat has adapted its policy 
to th a t of the national Societies in this respect.

In summarizing the outstanding features in the work 
of the different Divisions, this work will accordingly be 
reviewed in the order above indicated.

Junior Red Cross.

During the period under review, the Junior member
ship of national Societies has increased from 14,200,000 
in October 1934, to 18,000,000 in May 1938. The fifty 
countries in which Junior Red Cross organization has been 
established now include Iraq, where a Junior Red Crescent 
organization was set up in 1937, but can no longer be con
sidered to include China, where the skeleton Junior or
ganization set up some years ago has so far failed to make 
headway.

In addition to the Junior Red Cross Group Study Meet
ing, held in Paris in June 1937, and the Regional Junior 
Conference in Tokyo in the same year (to both of which 
reference has already been made) an important Junior 
meeting took place during the period under review at Riga 
in June 1936. At this Conference eight Societies were



represented, not only by adult delegates, but also by re
presentative groups of Juniors.

It will have been noted from the list of publications 
already given tha t the greater part of the non-periodical 
publications issued by the League during the past four 
years have related to different aspects of Junior Red Cross 
work. The utility of these publications to the Junior 
Sections of the different national Societies has been widely 
recognized and appreciated.

It will similarly have been noticed in earlier sections of 
this report that as many as ten of the study visitors who 
have visited the headquarters of the League during the 
past four years have been Junior Red Cross officials. The 
Director of the Junior Red Cross Division has been en
trusted with a number of missions undertaken on the 
League’s behalf during this period, visiting twelve different 
European countries in this capacity.

The Junior Division of the League Secretariat has been 
instrumental in stimulating a substantial degree of Junior 
co-operation in the efforts made by national Red Cross 
Societies to relieve suffering arising out of the civil war 
in Spain. An appeal was issued to Juniors from League 
headquarters in November 1936 as the result of which 
gifts in the form of clothing, food and money were received 
from Juniors of seventeen different countries. All the 
gifts so received were distributed to Spanish children on 
both sides of the battle-front, through the representatives 
of the International Red Cross Committee in Spain.

As the result of the persistent efforts of the Junior Red 
Cross Division in maintaining contact with leaders of the 
educational world it has been found that the Junior Red 
Cross occupies an increasingly important place in the tech
nical publications of international organizations of teach
ers. In pursuance of this policy of maintaining constant
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contact with the teaching profession, reports on the Junior 
Red Cross were presented:

to  th e  H ealth  Section of the  Congress of the W orld Federation 
of E ducation  Associations, in Tokyo in 1937;

a t  th e  ‘ ‘ Mother and Child ’ ’ day in th e  Public H ealth  Section 
of th e  Paris Exhibition  of 1937;

to  th e  In ternational Conference on Summer Colonies and Open 
Air Institu tions in Paris in 1937;

and the  Liaison Committee of Major In ternational Organi
zations.

In addition to the above, the League was represented 
at the previous W.F.E.A. meeting in Oxford in 1935, and 
a t international conferences on primary and secondary 
education respectively held in Paris in 1937.

The number of albums of interschool correspondence 
exchanged during the period under review exceeded 24,000 
(up to the end of December 1937).

In the section of this report devoted to publications, 
reference has been made to the Material for Editors of 
Junior Red Cross publications. During the period under 
review, 2,478 reproductions of articles, stories, etc., thus 
issued have been reported. Material of this kind is issued 
three times a year, in English, French and Spanish. The 
Bulletin for School Correspondence Secretaries appears 
in French and English only, and this also is issued three 
times every year.

Exhibit material made by Junior Red Cross members 
with their own hands has been received at League head
quarters, during the past four years, from 18 different 
countries, and collections of these articles have been sent 
on request to six countries for exhibition purposes.

The requests received by the Division from Red Cross 
Societies and from other sources for information, articles 
and documentation have been numerous and varied.



Disaster Relief.
Aside from the emergencies resulting from hostilities, 

to which reference has been made in an earlier section of 
this report, the most destructive disasters of the period 
under review have been the Indian earthquake of Quetta 
and the American floods of 1937.

In the case of the Indian disaster, and also on the occa
sion of a cyclone and floods in Salvador, the League Secre
tariat, acting jointly with the International Committee, 
issued appeals for help to other Societies, which evoked 
a generous response.

On the occasion of the American flood relief operations 
the action of the League Secretariat was confined to pro
viding other national Societies with information as to the 
extensive and efficacious measures taken by the American 
Red Cross. The Secretariat has also been indebted to 
other Societies, which have had serious disaster situations 
to deal with, for information of a similar character. The 
principal such catastrophes have been earthquakes in 
Albania, Iran and Turkey, floods in China, France, Japan, 
Poland and the United States, cyclones in Cuba, Haiti, 
Honduras, Mexico and Nicaragua, and a typhoon in Japan.

Fortunately, there have been relatively few natural 
disasters of an extensive character during the last two 
years, when the resources of Societies desirous of contri
buting to the relief of suffering outside their own territory 
have been directed towards the theatres of war in Spain 
and the Far East.

As has already been mentioned, the Relief Division of 
the League Secretariat has been enabled to play a valuable 
part in connexion with the Spanish relief operations of 
the International Red Gross Committee, by acting as 
purchasing agent for the Committee and securing facilities 
for the despatch of material to Spain.

The continued responsibility which the League bears

38 X V IT H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  R E D  C RO SS C O N F E R E N C E



G E N E R A L  R E P O R T  O F  T H E  L E A G U E 39

jointly with the International Committee for the working 
of the Permanent and Central Services of the Interna
tional Relief Union has entailed somewhat less heavy work 
since the decision was taken, in 1937, to assign to a mem
ber of the International Committee’s Secretariat direct 
responsibility for a great proportion of the Union’s work. 
The League Secretariat has, however, been active in con
nexion with the organization of International Relief Union 
meetings and the collection of documentation for the 
Union. Special importance was attached by the Exe
cutive Committee of the Union, and by its President, to 
complete data which was assembled by the League, with 
the co-operation of the national Societies, regarding the 
funds allocated by the Governments of different countries 
for disaster relief purposes in their respective territories 
over a period of years, and to the need for drawing up 
agreements between Governments and Red Cross Societies 
with a view to defining their respective responsibilities in 
time of major disasters.

In regard to technical relief problems, considerable pro
gress has been made, especially in two fields: the genera
lization of the organization by Red Cross Societies, in co
operation with automobile and touring bodies, of first 
aid facilities on highways, and the use of aeroplanes in 
disaster. The Budapest Conference of 1935 gave a marked 
stimulus to developments in the former of these fields, 
and the use of aeroplanes for humanitarian purposes has 
been furthered, not only by the Budapest Conference of 
1937, but also by the work of the International Committee 
for the Study of “ Aerial Relief’’. The League Secre
taria t does the secretarial work for this Committee, on 
which representatives of the Red Cross and of interna
tional aviation bodies meet for the discussion of their 
common problems.

In addition to the action taken in connexion with the



two questions above mentioned, which have entailed the 
collection and dissemination of a great deal of valuable 
information, special attention has been given to the differ
ent specialized forms of first aid which have been deve
loped by different Societies to meet specific needs and some 
of which have been given fresh impetus through the Confer
ence at Tallinn, convoked for the beginning of June 1938.

The collection of road accidents statistics, in connexion 
with which the Tokyo Conference had asked the League 
Secretariat to assume a certain measure of responsibility, 
has made some progress, a representative of the League 
having been appointed to sit on a special committee set 
up by the League of Nations for the purpose of securing 
unification of the statistics available on this subject.

The technical conferences relating to disaster relief pro
blems at which the League has been represented during 
the period under review have included the International 
Congress on Air Ambulances, at Brussels in June 1935, 
and the International Life-Saving Congress held in Paris 
in June 1937.

Several of the study visitors who have come to Paris 
during the past four years, notably a representative of 
the Hungarian Red Cross in 1937, have given special at
tention to disaster relief problems; and Major Petersén, 
Director of the Relief Division until 1937, and since that 
date in his capacity as Technical Counsellor for relief mat
ters, has rendered valuable services as liaison agent be
tween the headquarters of the League and the national 
Societies of a number of countries.

Transfers of refugees during the period under review 
have again given the League the opportunity to furnish 
some measure of assistance to the Nansen International 
Office for Refugees. The good offices of the national 
Societies through whose territory the refugees were routed
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have been bespoken on their behalf with the same satis
factory results as on previous occasions.

The Health Field.

An important step in the direction of broadening the 
basis of the League’s work in the field of health has been 
the appointment of the Standing Health Advisory Com
mittee, which held its first meeting in October 1937, when 
the members of the Committee agreed to give their active 
personal co-operation in the preparation of health material 
for the information of national Societies. The institution 
of this committee has done much to bridge the gap left 
by Dr. Sand’s resignation, in June 1936, from the post of 
Director of the Health Division, which he had held with 
distinction for a number of years. Dr. Sand, in taking 
up his new duties as Secretary General of the Belgian Mi
nistry of Health, was happily able to maintain his con
nexion with the League in the capacity of Technical Coun
sellor. He has kept in close touch with the League Secre
tariat and the work of the Health Division has continued 
to be carried on under his supervision.

The questions studied and the information supplied 
by this Division cover not only the field of health strictly 
so-called, but also a large variety of social service ques
tions. The Technical Counsellor has continued to act as 
the liaison agent between the League and a number of 
important international organizations : the Health and 
Social Sections of the League of Nations, the International 
Labour Office, the International Hospitals Association, 
the Standing Committee of the International Social Service 
Conference, the International Mental Hygiene Association, 
the Standing Committee of the Congress of Military Medi
cine, and the Standing Committee on Open-Air Schools.

The questions which have been in the forefront of the



preoccupations of the Health Division during the past 
four years have been rural hygiene, in respect to which 
the contribution which can be made by Red Cross Societies 
is more and more widely recognized; the health of merchant 
seamen, in regard to which progress was made notably 
at the Third International Conference on the Health and 
Welfare of Seamen, in October 1936, and at a meeting 
organized at the Paris Exhibition in July 1937; and blood 
transfusion, which has become an increasingly important 
Red Cross activity.

The enrolment of voluntary aids, their training and 
activity in time of peace has been the subject of careful 
study by the national Societies. At the request of the 
American Red Cross, a meeting was convened at the head
quarters of the League on May 28th-29th, 1935, with a 
view to examining the various forms of service which can 
be rendered by voluntary aids, on the basis of a report 
prepared by the Health Division.

In addition to the meetings above mentioned, the League 
has been represented at a number of other congresses deal
ing with health questions, such as:

The Congresses of the In ternational Hospitals Association 
held in Rome in May 1935 and Paris in Ju ly  1937.

The F irst International Blood Transfusion Congress, Rome, 
Septem ber 1935.

The F irst Meeting of the  In ternational Council of the  Asso
ciation of H ospital Librarians, May 1936.

The Third In ternational Social Service Conference, London, 
Ju ly  1936.

The International Congress on Open-Air Schools, August 1936, 
a t Bielfeld.

The In ternational Conference on the Campaign against Cancer, 
Septem ber 1936, in Brussels.

The Third In ternational Mental Hygiene Congress, Ju ly  1937, 
Paris.

The Inter-G overnm ental Conference of Far-E astern  Countries 
on R ural Hygiene, Bandoeng, August, 1937.
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The Second In ternational Blood Transfusion Congress, Paris, 
Septem ber-O ctober, 1937.

The study of the question of standardizing medical 
chests for use on board ships carrying no doctor has made 
progress, thanks to the co-operation of Dr. M. T. Morgan, 
British representative on the Standing Committee on the 
Health of Seamen.

The questions regarding which documentation has been 
supplied to national Societies on their request have inclu
ded: the work of volunteers in the health and social acti
vities of the Red Cross, the organization of hospital libra
ries, various social hygiene questions, the organization 
of health centres, mobile health units, baby clinics, various 
problems of hospital organization, etc.

The number of new individual social service cases hand
led during the period under review has been 103. Since 
the reduction of the League’s staff in 1937 these cases are 
handled in the Health Division.

Nursing.
Since the direction of the International Courses in Lon

don and the executive work in connexion with them were 
entirely taken over in 1934 by the Florence Nightingale 
International Foundation, the responsibilities of the Nur
sing Division of the League Secretariat have been consi
derably lightened. The League is, however, represented 
at all meetings of the General Council and Committee of 
Management of the Foundation, and its representatives 
continue to play an active part in the moulding of the 
Foundation’s policies.

The scholarships granted by the League to candidates 
following the London Courses, on the recommendation 
of their respective national Societies, have been awarded:

for the year 1934 /35 to a nominee of the Turkish Red Crescent;
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for the year 1935/36 to  a nominee of the Lithuanian Red Cross;
for the year 1936 /37 to a nom inee of the Siamese Red Cross;
for the year 1937 /38 to nom inees of the Greek and German 

Red Cross Societies.

Scholarships for special training have been granted, 
during the period under review:

to  a nominee of the  Persian Red Lion and Sun Society (at the 
Nightingale School in Bordeaux);

to  a nominee of the Albanian Red Cross (a t the Yugoslav Red 
Cross Nursing School, Belgrade);

to  two nominees of the Iraq  Red Crescent Society (a t St. Tho
m as’s Hospital, London);

to two fu rther nominees of the Iraq  Red Crescent (a t a nursing 
school a t Hastings);

to a nominee of the  Spanish Red Cross (for four m onths study 
of nursing schools in France, Belgium and England) in 1935;

to the Chief of the Nursing Services of the German Red Cross 
for the study of nursing services in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, Latvia and Poland;

to a nominee of the L atvian  Red Cross for the study of nursing 
work in France, Belgium and Germany.

The following special study visits to Paris have been 
arranged for nurses by the League Secretariat during the 
period under review:

In 1935, seven students of the Nightingale Foundation (from 
Bulgaria, Denmark, France, Germany, Great B ritain , L atv ia  and 
Turkey).

In 1936, five students from the Nightingale Foundation  (from 
Bulgaria, Great B ritain  (2), L ithuania and Switzerland).

In 1937, three students of the  Nightingale Foundation (from 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Siam).

In 1938, three students from the Nightingale Foundation (from 
Germany, Great B ritain  and Greece).

In conjunction with the scheme for the training of Iraqi 
nurses who, when they return to Iraq, will assist the Red 
Crescent Society to develop its programme of maternity 
and child welfare work, the League secured, in 1935, at the
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request of the Iraq Society, the services of an English 
nurse for a period of three years. Reports received from 
Miss Maslen Jones indicate that her work has been pro
ductive of highly encouraging results during this period.

The Nursing Division of the League, in addition to its 
activities in the different fields already mentioned, and to 
its regular functions of assembling and disseminating 
information on nursing questions of special interest to 
Red Cross Societies, has given special attention to the 
question of the work of nurses and voluntary aids in di
saster which was discussed at the meeting in Paris of Ja 
nuary 1937, and to the matters submitted to the consider
ation of the Nursing Advisory Committee, which held 
its first meeting for four years in January 1937. The 
question which loomed largest in the discussions of the 
Advisory Committee was th a t of the organization of public 
health nursing in rural communities.

Mrs. Carter, as Chief of the Nursing Division, visited 
a number of National Societies in 1936 and has paid repeat
ed visits to London throughout the period under review 
for meetings of the Nightingale Foundation. Since 1937, 
Mrs. Carter has been carrying on her duties on a half-time 
basis.

In March 1938, the condition of Mrs. Carter’s health 
necessitated her being granted six months’ sick leave and 
her duties have been taken over during her absence by 
Miss -Baud, a previous assistant in the Nursing Division.

Conclusions.
The outline given above of the work of the past four 

years will not fail to impress the XVIth International 
Red Cross Conference with a renewed sense of the exten
siveness of the field of interests now covered by the acti
vity of the Red Cross. The responsibilities incumbent
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upon the League as the international federation of the 
national Societies are proportionately heavy. The Secre
tariat, with the greatly reduced personnel at its disposal, 
is only enabled to give adequate service to the Societies 
because of the generous spirit of co-operation showm by 
the officers of the League, by the technical experts in 
different fields, and by the officers of national Societies 
throughout the world.

Every possible attem pt has been m ade— with a large 
measure of success, thanks to this co-operation — to keep 
in touch, not only with the general evolution of Red Cross 
activity in the different countries, but also with all deve
lopments in technical fields which present a marked degree 
of interest to the Red Cross world as a whole. At the 
same time, the effort of the Secretariat has, under the 
instructions and with the approval of the Roard of Go
vernors, been concentrated more particularly upon those 
objectives which are considered to have a direct bearing 
upon the development by the national Societies of a strong
er national organization, increased national resources, 
and a growing membership with a definite consciousness 
of its Red Cross responsibilities.

The League has now been working for sixteen years 
on the basis of a programme in which the main planks 
have been defined as being:

the  strengthening of the  organization of R ed Cross Societies;
the development of their activities in the  disaster relief field;
the extension of the ir health  programme;
the  im provem ent and extension of Red Cross nursing services;
the  prom otion and development of Junior Red Cross organi

zation and activities.
Under the world conditions now prevailing, the main 

task of the League of Red Cross Societies may be consi
dered as being co-operation with the national Societies 
in the development, through effective organization of 
their adult and junior membership, of a programme of
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regular activity aimed primarily at fitting them for the 
discharge of their humanitarian duties in emergency, and 
promoting increased co-operation between them on a purely 
humanitarian basis. With this object in view, the prin
cipal contribution which can be made by the League Secre
taria t will consist in maintaining the closest possible 
personal contact with all Societies, creating and seizing 
opportunities for promoting contact and co-operation 
between the Societies, and imparting to the general public, 
with their assistance, increased knowledge of the purposes, 
activities and ideals of the Red Cross. At the same time, 
the Secretariat should continue to hold itself ready, in 
any major emergency, to afford to the International Red 
Cross Committee such co-operation as the situation may 
demand.

The mission of the League is in no sense confined to 
the functions of an information centre. It has been, and 
must continue to be, a source of inspiration to Red Cross 
people throughout the world, and a living example, reflect
ing credit upon the whole Red Cross movement, of world
wide international co-operation divorced from all consi
derations of race, politics, or religion, and consecrated to the 
single purpose of contributing to the relief of human suffer
ing, through the continuous improvement and steady streng
thening of Red Cross organization throughout the world.



48 X V IT H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  R E D  CRO SS C O N F E R E N C E

APPENDIX N° I.

Study visitors received at League Headquarters
Year 1935

Chinese Red Cross. . . . 
Indian Red Cross . . . . 
Iran Red Lion and Sun

Society............................
Siamese Red Cross. . . .

Spanish Red Cross. . . . 
Swiss Red Cross...............

Mr. Chen (1935 and 1936). 
Miss Hill.

Mr. Sepahbodi.
Dr. Chaloem Puranananda 

(1935 and 1938).
Mile Mila.
Dr. de Fischer.

Austrian Red Cross . 
American Red Cross. 
German Red Cross. . 
Lithuanian Red Cross 
Polish Red Cross . . 
Swedish Red Cross. .

American Red Cross. 
Austrian Red Cross . 
Hungarian Red Cross 
Icelandic Red Cross . 
Indian Red Cross. . .

Latvian Red Cross. . 
Peruvian Red Cross . 
Polish Red Cross . .

Year I 936.
Dr. Steiner, Mile Pauly.
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Nicholson. 
Mme von Oertzen.
Mr. Zobarskas, Mr. Kajéckas. 
Dr. Dzierzkowski.
Lt.-Col. Rydman.

Year 1937.
Mr. Gard, Mrs. Thornton. 
Dr. Viola.

. Mr. Vallay.
Miss Rachmann.

Dr. Iyer, Khan Sahib Choudhari 
Bashir Ahmad Khan, Rai 
Bahadur Dr. D. D. Pandya. 

Mile Kretulnieks.
Dr. Ayllön Pastor.
Dr. Dzierzkowski.



G E N E R A L  R E P O R T  O F T H E  L E A G U E 49

Missions
A r g e n t i n a .............................
A u s t r a l i a ..............................
A u s t r i a ...................................
B e l g i u m ...................................
B o l iv ia ......................................
B r a z i l .......................................

B u l g a r ia ..................................
Ca n a d a ......................................
Ch i l i ........................................
Ch i n a ........................................

Co l o m r ia ..................................
Co sta  R ig a .............................
Cu b a ............................................
Cz e c h o s l o v a k ia ...................
D a n z ig .......................................
D o m in ic a n  R e p u b l ic  . .
E c u a d o r ...................................
E g y p t ........................................
E s t o n i a ...................................

F in l a n d  ..................................
F r a n c e ......................................
G e r m a n y ..................................
G r e a t  B r i t a i n ...................

G u a t e m a l a .............................
H o n d u r a s ..............................
H u n g a r y ..................................

I n d ia ,

1934-1938
Mr. Swift, Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. de Gielgud.
Mr. Milsom, Mr. de Gielgud. 
Dr. Sand, Mr. de Rougé.
Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Swift, Dr. Sand, Mr. de 

Rougé, Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Milsom.
Mr. de Rougé, Miss Alberga. 
Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Swift, Dr. Sand, Mr. de 

Gielgud.
Mr. Swift, Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Larrosa, Mr. Swift.
Mr. de Rougé.
Major Petersén.
Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Swift.
Mr. de Rougé, Major Pe

tersén.
Mr. de Rougé.
(Seat of League headquarters) 
Mr. de Rougé.
Mr. de Rougé, Mr. de Giel

gud, Mrs. Carter.
Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Larrosa.
Major Petersén, Mr. Milsom, 

Mr. de Rougé, Mr. de Giel
gud.

Mr. Swift.
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I t a l y  . 
J a pa n  . 
L a t v ia .

L i t h u a n i a ....................
L u x e m b u r g ...................
M e x ic o .............................
N e t h e r l a n d s  E ast

I n d i e s .........................
N e w  Z e a l a n d  . . .
N ic a r a g u a  ...................
P a nam a  . . . . . .
P e r u .................................
P o l a n d ............................
R o u m a n i a ....................
Sa l v a d o r ........................
S ia m ..................................
Sw it z e r l a n d  . . . . 
U n it e d  St a t e s  o f  

A m e r i c a ....................

U. S. S. R.. 
U r u g u a y . . 
V e n e z u e l a . 
Y u g o sl a v ia .

Mr. de Rougé, Mr. Milsom.
Mr. de Gielgud.
Mr. de Rougé, Mr. Milsom, 

Mrs. Carter, Major Pe- 
tersén.

Mr. Milsom, Mrs. Carter.
Mr. Milsom.
Mr. Swift, Mr. Larrosa.

Mr. Swift.
Mr. de Gielgud.
Mr. Larrosa.
Mr Swift, Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. de Gielgud, Mr. de Rougé.
Mr. Milsom.
Mr. Swift, Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Milsom.
Mr. de Rougé.
Mr. Swift, Mr. de Rougé, Mr. 

de Gielgud. Miss Alberga, 
Mr. Milsom (Philippine Is
lands.

Mr. de Gielgud, Mr. de Rougé.
Mr. Swift, Mr. Larrosa.
Mr. Swift, Mr. Larrosa.
Major Petersén, Mr. Milsom, 

Mr. de Gielgud.
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APPEN DIX N° II.

T H E  PU BLICA TIO N S OF TH E LEAG U E OF RED 
CROSS SO CIETIES

The aim of the League’s publications is to acquaint 
national Red Cross Societies of events relating to the inter
national life of the Red Cross, to keep them informed as 
to the activities of their sister Societies, and to serve as a 
bond of union between them and the League Secretariat.

There are two categories of League publications: (1) Pe
riodicals, including the Monthly Bulletin, the monthly 
series of Articles and Notes for Reproduction, Material 
for Editors of Junior Red Cross Magazines, and (2) Non
periodical publications (studies, brochures, propaganda 
material, reports and proceedings of conferences).

Furthermore, the League collaborates with the Inter
national Red Cross Committee from time to time in pro
ducing publications and documents of international 
interest.

1.

Periodical Publications.
T h e  B u l l e t in . —  The Bulletin of the League of Red 

Cross Societies appears monthly in three editions: En
glish, French, and Spanish. I t contains notes relating 
to the activities of national Societies and of the Secretariat, 
and articles of general interest. The limited number of 
pages, necessitated by reasons of economy, often com
plicates the task of the editorial staff which, however, 
constantly strives to maintain the balance of the Bulletin 
in its characteristic form and to give due prominence to



the section entitled ‘The Common Task’, describing the 
work of the Red Cross in different countries.

The compilation of the Bulletin entails a considerable 
volume of work in reading through and making abstracts 
from correspondence, magazines, reports and miscellaneous 
documents published by the Red Cross Societies or any 
other bodies pursuing kindred aims, and translating such 
extracts into English, French and Spanish. Much va
luable data is gleaned from the annual reports of the na
tional Societies, which are summarized and published in 
the Bulletin. In fact, every scrap of information likely 
to interest the national Societies which comes the way of 
the League Secretariat is mentioned in the Bulletin and 
thus helps to diffuse new ideas for Red Cross activities.

It is an essential feature of the policy of the Bulletin to 
mention the greatest possible number of national Societies 
each month and to see that each continent is represented 
by at least one country, in order to lay stress on the uni
versality of the Red Cross movement. The more active 
national Societies provide from ten to fifteen notes a year, 
and it is no rare thing for a single issue of the Bulletin to 
contain two or three notes relating to the same country. 
The other Societies are mentioned every two months on 
an average.

The subjects dealt with in the notes are as varied as the 
activities of the Red Cross as a whole. Certain activities 
are characteristic of certain Societies, e.g. rescue work 
and the organization of propaganda campaigns in Belgium, 
large-scale disaster relief operations and volunteer service 
in the U.S.A., the training of nurses in France, blood trans
fusion and rheumatism clinics in Great Britain, health 
propaganda in India, relief organization and Junior Red 
Cross in Japan, sanatoria and health centres in Latvia, 
institutions for tuberculous ex-soldiers and adolescent 
Red Cross groups in Australia, hospitals and scientific
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research in Siam, air ambulances in Sweden, the Red 
Cross ‘Truce’ in Czechoslovakia, the Junior Red Cross in 
Yugoslavia, etc., By thus serving as a medium for the dis
semination of information, the Bulletin is endeavouring 
to  fulfil the purpose for which it was created, viz., to keep 
national Societies regularly informed of Red Cross acti
vities the world over which each of them can adapt to the 
conditions prevailing in its own country. Such infor
mation, which they find so useful to them in their work, 
would probably remain inaccessible to them were it not 
for the link formed by the League’s Bulletin.

Besides the section devoted to information, the Bulletin 
also publishes brief news items of international interest 
under the title of ‘The Red Cross the World Over’. It 
is in this section th a t the national Societies can follow the 
progress of Red Cross intervention in Spain and China, 
for example, based on the circulars issued periodically by 
the International Red Cross Committee. As the Com
m ittee’s circulars are published in French only, national 
Societies unfamiliar with this language can learn the gist 
of them from the English and Spanish editions of the 
Bulletin.

As a general rule, the two sections mentioned above 
occupy at least half of the available space in the Bulletin. 
The remaining pages are devoted to articles, reports, book 
reviews and items of information not strictly concerned 
with the Red Cross. The articles, which are frequently 
accompanied by illustrations, deal with subjects of topical 
interest, e.g. large-scale disaster relief operations in which 
a Red Cross Society has been engaged, accounts of regional 
or international conferences with excerpts from the prin
cipal reports, meetings of the Executive Committee or 
Board of Governors of the League with the full text of 
resolutions, etc. In this way, readers are kept informed 
of new developments and tendencies in the Red Cross
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world, nationally and internationally. As will have been 
seen, the editors of the Bulletin derive their material from 
a wide variety of sources. Every important event of 
interest to the Red Cross automatically brings to the Se
cretariat a mass of documentation which is carefully sifted 
and reproduced in tabloid form in each of the three edi
tions of the Bulletin with a view to assisting national 
Societies in the development of their work. Many of the 
articles and reports appearing in the Bulletin are later 
issued as reprints for propaganda purposes.

The ‘Miscellaneous Item s’ with which the Bulletin con
cludes comprise items of news not directly related to the 
Red Cross but describing the activities of private or official 
bodies pursuing kindred aims, or international meetings 
on subjects of interest to the Red Cross. The ‘Book Re
views’, wdiich are designed to call the attention of the 
national Societies to the publication of useful books of 
which they might not otherwise learn the existence, are 
unfortunately not given as much space as they merit, 
owing to the limited number of pages available. If, how
ever, it is not possible for this reason to mention all the 
books which reach the Secretariat, some reference to im
portant manuals and pambhlets published by national 
Societies will always be found under the heading of ‘The 
Common Task’. The publications of the International 
Red Cross Committee or the League are also mentioned, 
usually under the heading ‘ The Red Cross the World Over’.

The value of the Bulletin seems to be universally recog
nized by the national Societies, judging by the number 
of letters of appreciation received by the League Secre
tariat, and the increasing use made of Bulletin articles and 
notes by national Societies in their own publications. The 
fact that the number of copies issued monthly had to be 
appreciably increased last year to meet the growing de
mand is also eloquent.
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A r t ic l e s  f o r  r e p r o d u c t io n . —  Each month the Pu
blications Service supplies the national Red Cross Societies 
with a series of articles for reproduction in their own ma
gazines or for communication to the Press. The subjects 
handled in these articles cover every branch of activity 
coming within the range of the Red Cross, with an occa
sional biography of a ‘Pioneer of Medicine’ or a ‘Red Cross 
Leader’ to vary the choice of topics. The compilation 
of these articles entails a good deal of research into inter
national documentation in order to render them useful 
to the greatest possible number of countries. Most of 
them are written a t the League Secretariat with the aid 
of publications and documents received by the library. 
The Advisory Health Committee, which met at the end 
of 1937, suggested a number of subjects for articles in this 
series. With a view, however, to introducing greater 
variety into the articles, the Publications Service has 
secured the collaboration of experts outside the Secretariat 
who contribute papers on subjects of topical interest in 
the health field.

In addition to the articles for reproduction, the Secre
tariat provides national Societies with occasional articles, 
known as ‘blue sheets’, dealing in detail with technical 
subjects usually treated in the light of experience gained 
by individual Red Cross Societies. They are not issued 
regularly every month but only when the Publications 
Service has some interesting material in hand. The ‘blue 
sheets’ are used by the national Societies for their own 
information rather than for reproduction in their maga
zines.

Most of the periodicals published by national Societies 
contain at least two or three articles supplied by the League 
Secretariat, though it would be difficult to say with any 
degree of exactitude which of the articles are the most 
frequently reproduced. The League’s publications are



nowadays sufficiently adapted to the needs of the national 
Societies for the latter to be almost sure of finding some
thing in each consignment to interest their own readers. 
It is by no means unusual to see the same article repro
duced in every one of the Red Cross magazines.

From time to time, a collection of short news items, or 
‘ Echos’, is incorporated with the Articles for Reproduction 
for communication by the Societies to the newspapers 
of their respective countries. Many Societies make use 
of them in their own magazines. The ‘Echos’ are issued 
in five languages: English, French, Spanish, German and 
Swedish.

J u n io r  R e d  Cr o ss  P e r io d ic a l s . —  Three times a year, 
the League Secretariat supplies editors of Junior Red Cross 
magazines with a collection of mimeographed articles, 
accompanied by photographs, for use in their publications. 
These articles are selected for the most part from Junior 
reviews and translated into the three languages, but a 
certain number are original. The ‘Bulletin for Inter
school Correspondence Secretaries’ also appears three 
times yearly, and contains suggestions for organizing and 
compiling Junior Red Cross inter-school correspondence.
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II.

Non-Periodical Publications.
Non-periodical publications form an important part of 

the work of the Service. A typical example of these pu
blications is the ‘ study’ — a pamphlet not exceeding thirty 
pages in length and designed not only for the use of Red 
Cross central committees but also for local sections. They 
are drawn up only after a careful examination of the needs 
of the different Societies, and are usually issued in three 
languages except where the subject is of interest only to
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a certain group of countries. Among the pamphlets al
ready published are studies on Membership and Fund 
Raising, the Training of Nurses, Rural Hygiene, Blood 
Transfusion, Unemployment Relief, Disaster Relief Or
ganization, Highway First Aid, Aerial Relief, etc.,

These pamphlets are proving extremely popular among 
the national Societies, which review them in their publi
cations and occasionally reproduce them in  ex ten so . The 
most recent of the series, dealing with Aerial Relief, will 
be distributed to the delegates attending the XVIth In
ternational Red Cross Conference.

The Junior Red Cross has formed the subject of many 
publications, and an abundance of propaganda material 
has been issued in this connexion. Reference will be 
made here only to the most recent items, viz., ‘Looking 
into Other Lands’, a brochure dealing with Junior Red 
Cross magazines and made up of selected extracts there
from; ‘Our Junior Red Cross’, an illustrated folder depict
ing the activities of Juniors the world over; ‘Making 
Friends through the Junior Red Cross’, an illustrated 
guide to inter-school correspondence; ‘The Junior Red 
Cross: What it is, W hat it Does’, a brief summary of the 
organization and activities of the Junior Red Cross; ‘List 
of Members of the Junior Red Cross’, a coloured chart 
depicting the principal activities of the Junior Red Cross 
and designed to hang in classrooms inscribed with the 
names of members of the class Junior group; and finally, 
‘ Our Book— Our Very Own Book’, made up of the contri
butions of Juniors in 32 countries. The first edition of 
5,000 copies of the latter book was exhausted in less than 
four months. Most of the above-mentioned publications 
were printed in three or four different languages.

As stated at the beginning of this report, a certain num
ber of publications are produced by the League in colla
boration with the International Red Cross Committee.



This is the case with ‘The International Red Cross’, which 
gives details in regard to the organization of the Red Cross 
in the international field, and the ‘ International Red Cross 
Year-Rook’. A third example is the ‘Manual of the In
ternational Red Cross’, a new edition of which is now in 
course of preparation.

The conferences and meetings held at League headquar
ters, and those organized in other countries under the 
League’s auspices, involve a considerable volume of work 
for the Secretariat, first in the preparation of reports in 
several languages, and later in the compilation of the pro
ceedings. Most of this falls on the Publications Service, 
which is responsible for collating the documents, trans
lating them, etc., The XVIth International Red Cross 
Conference has provided it with the task of preparing 
several reports in French and English bearing upon differ
ent items of the agenda of that meeting.

** *

As will be seen from the foregoing, the publications of 
the League make it possible for the Secretariat to reach 
simultaneously all the national Societies. They are design
ed to render service not only to the responsible heads 
but also to every other person associated with the work 
of the Red Cross in the different countries, thereby faci
litating the common task and enhancing the value and 
prestige of the Red Cross throughout the world.

Articles for reproduction
Since the beginning of 1935, the Publications Service 

of the League of Red Cross Societies has issued no fewer 
than 180 articles for reproduction by national Societies 
in their own publications. These are exclusive of the
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1

brief news items (or ‘Echos’) which accompany most of 
the consignments.

Listed below are the names of the articles, grouped under 
appropriate subject headings:

H ealth  and M edicine.
Discovery of the Liver T reatm ent of Pernicious Anaemia.
H ow  the German Red Cross fights D iphtheria.
The Campaign against M alaria.
W hich are the Milk-borne Diseases?
Mobile Medical D etachm ents.
Hygiene in the Middle Ages.
H ealth  Services in China.
Legal Aspects of Blood Transfusion.
H ealth  H ints.
How Public H ealth  is Organized in Brazil.
Pioneers of Chinese Medicine.
Red Cross Help for Pilgrim s in India.
Air Sickness.
Discovery of the Bacillus of Cholera.
Congenital or H ereditary  Venereal Disease.
W hen you Visit the H ospital.
M argarine or B utter?
Mind the Bodily H ealth  of the Mentally 111..
H ealthy  Teeth.
The Food of the Growing Child.
Convulsions.
Em ergency Blood Transfusion in France.
W hy are Shell Fish Dangerous?
W hich is Best: H and Milking or Machine Milking?
Crusade against Epidem ic Diseases.
The Prevention of Deafness.
In ternational S tandardization of Remedies.
Education of Deaf Children.
Asylum Phobia.
In Praise of Milk and Potatoes.
Leishmaniasis.
Can Typhoid Fever be Exterm inated .
A League of N ations S tudy of Charlatanism.
Rational D iet as a W eapon against Infectious Diseases.
Who Consult Quacks and W hy?
U ndulant or M alta Fever.
How to T reat Infectious Disease a t Home.
How can Dental Caries be Prevented?
A Communicable D isease: The Common Cold.
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The Problem of R heum atism  and R heum atic  Fever.
The Prevention of Infections in Children’s Hospitals.
Mental Hygiene for Children.
Mental Hygiene and  the  Red Cross.
Air Conditioning.
Effects of Air T ravel on Sick and Injured.
Inspection of Fingers and Hands.
W hat is a P ro tec tive  Food?
The O ath  of H ippocrates.
Sleep and R est.
Infantile Paralysis.
Physical E ducation  for the Young.
Hospital Infections.
W hy do Children commit Suicide?
How to Gauge th e  S tate  of N utrition  in School-Children.
The Prison of th e  Future.
Quiet or Noise?
A R heum atism  Survey.
Does the Pasteurization  of Milk H arm  It?
R heum atism  and Housing.
E xpenditure on H ealth  is a Sound Investm ent.
Can we eat too m any Vitam ins?
The Problem of the  Epileptic.
Mental Disease as a Public H ealth  Problem .
The Snakes of Siam.
Fam ous Medical Discoveries.
Blood Transfusion: The H ealth  of the Donor.
Notable Epidem ics: H am burg Cholera Epidem ic 1892.

» Byzantium  Plague Epidem ic 540 B.C.
» London Cholera Epidem ic 1854.

Objections to  So-called Vitam in-Rich P roprietary  Foods.
Music in Institutions.
Is Leprosy Dangerous in Europe?
Infantile Paralysis.
Swimming B aths Ancient and Modern.

P i o n e e r s  o f  M e d i c i n e : E dvard  W ilhelm W elander, François 
Rabelais, Jacques-Joseph Grancher, A lbert Haller, Rudolf Vir
chow, Villemin, Linnaeus, Charles R ichet, Ivan Pavlov, Charles 
Nicolle, J . S. H aldane, André Marie Ampère, Paracelsus, Johan 
Leberecht Schmuker, Sir George B uchanan, K arl Pearson, Sir 
Francis Galton, Thomas Sydenham, Sir R obert Jones, Alexis 
Carre], Arsène d ’Arsonval, St. Luke, D avid Livingstone.

G eneral Red Cro ss Subjects.
X V th In ternational Red Cross Conference.
The Red Cross in 1934.
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Jo h n  B arton  Payne (1855-1935).
R ed Gross Leaders in Tokyo.
H u m an  Kindness and Solidarity.
The New Chairm an of the  League of Red Cross Societies. 
Im p o rta n t Meetings a t League H eadquarters.
P relude to  the Third Pan-Am erican Red Cross Conference.
The R ed Cross and the  Italo-E thiopian  Conflict.
The League of Red Cross Societies a t Home.
The Third Pan-Am erican Red Cross Conference.
The League of R ed Cross Societies in 1935.
D eparture  of Mr. E rnest J . Swift.
The Red Cross in Ethiopia.
Seventy-fifth B irthday  of Prince Carl of Sweden.
In ternational Co-operation in Practice.
X V Ith  Session of the Board of Governors.
M. Bonabes de Rouge, Secretary General of the League.

R e d  Cr o ss  L e a d e r s : Paul Des Gouttes, Dame Sarah Swift, 
Dr. Belisario Sosa, E dm ond Boissier, Mme Celmins, Miss Clara 
D utton  Noyes, Take H agiw ara, F rau  E lizabeth Tom itius, General 
Dufour.

Relief, F irs t  A id , A ir  A m bulance Service , etc.

Prevention of Accidents in the W orkshop.
The Red Cross and Air A m bulance Services.
Training of Red Cross V oluntary  Aids in Sweden.
Air Lines and In ternational Highways a t the Service of Emergency 

Aid Organization.
Precautions to  be taken  after Floods.
F ire-Fighting Methods.
Making Play of Traffic Regulations.
Different Types of Air A m bulance Planes.
Air Ambulance Services in M adagascar.
Motorists and Highway First-A id Posts.
The Red Cross and Aerial Defence.
A Model Air Ambulance.
Air Ambulance Services in the U.S.S.R.
Fighting Insect Plagues from the  Air.
The Mississippi Floods.
Air Ambulance Services and the Protection of the Red Cross.

N ursing.
The Spirit of Benevolence.
The Hospital Almoner.
Training of Nurses for Air Ambulance Services.
The Red Cross Visiting Housekeeper.
Obligations and Ideals in Nursing.



Mental Hygiene and the  Nurse.
The Training of Midwives.

Jun ior Red C ro ss.
“ M other’s D ay ’’.
How the J.R .C . W orks in a Czechoslovak School.
Prom oting H ealth  th rough th e  Schools.
“ I Serve’’.
Jun io r W ork for Blind Children.

M iscellaneous Subjects.
How to Organize a Film  Display.
The Mission of the Press.
Saint Toscana G uidotte.

Inform ational A rt ic le s  ( ‘B lue Sh eets’).
Diet and Public H ealth.
R ational Diet.
Preventive Medical Exam inations a t D ifferent Times of Life. 
H ealth  Exam inations.
The Red Cross in Greece.
Social W ork and the  Red Cross.
H ealth  and A thletic Sports.
Physical Culture as a Facto r of H um an Equilibrium .
The Arakan Cyclone.
R ural Hygiene :The Role of the  Red Cross in R ural Medical Or

ganization.
R ural Hygiene: Red Cross Collaboration w ith Public Health 

Services.
S tandard Regulations for Local Red Cross Sections.
The Red Cross in the  Campaign against R heum atism :

(1) Chronic Rheum atism ;
(2) Acute A rticular Rheum atism .

Disaster Relief Organization of the Indian Red Cross.
The Bulgarian R ed Cross Jubilee.
The W ork of the L atvian Red Cross.
The Situation in Spain.
The 1935-36 Fam ine in Bessarabia and Moldavia.
The Blood Transfusion Service of the Luxem burg Red Cross.
A Programme, A Doctrine.
Modern Trends in Nursing Education.
Safety W ork a t the Cross Roads.
F irst Aid on H ighways: A Few Statistics.
Progress of the Cinema Section of the Indian Red Cross.
The Ohio and Mississippi Valley Floods.
Modern Trends in Nursing Education.
A Diary of the Southern California Floods.
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APPENDIX No HI.

Regional and Technical Meetings and Conferences 
held under League Auspices 1934-1938.

Intern a tio n a l  H ighw ay  F irst  A id  Co n feren ce , Budapest 
May 20th-24th, 1935.
Red Cross Societies represented: Argentine, Austrian, Bel

gian, British, Bulgarian, Czechoslovak, Danish, Finnish, French, 
German, Hungarian, Italian, Latvian, Netherlands, Spanish, 
Swedish, Swiss, Yugoslav.
Stu d y  Group for th e  D iscussion  of th e  W ork of R ed  Cross 

V olunteers  in  N ormal T im es , Paris, May 28th-29th, 1935. 
Red Cross Societies represented: Argentine, American, Bel

gian, British, Czechoslovak, French, German, Hungarian, Ita
lian, Mexican, Norwegian, Portuguese, Spanish.
T h ir d  P an -American  R ed  Cross Co n feren ce , Rio de Ja

neiro, September 15th-26th, 1935.
Red Cross Societies represented in a deliberative capacity: 

American, Argentine, Bolivian, Brazilian, Canadian, Chilian, 
Colombian, Costa Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Ecuadorian, Gua
temalan, Mexican, Nicaraguan, Panama, Paraguayan, Peruvian, 
Salvadorian, Uruguayan, Venezuelan.

Represented in a consultative capacity: Austrian, Belgian, 
Chinese, Czechoslovak, Danish, French, German, Greek, Italian, 
Japanese, Netherlands, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Ruma
nian, Spanish, Swiss Red Cross Societies, and the Egyptian Red 
Crescent Society.

N ursing  Advisory  Com m ittee , Paris, January 23rd, 1937.
Red Cross Societies represented: British, Bulgarian, French, 

German, Hungarian, Italian, Latvian, Polish.
Conference  of E x perts  on th e  Organization of R el ie f  

Services and R ole of  th e  N urse  and Voluntary  Aid  in 
W ar and D isa ster , Paris, January 25th-29th, 1937. 
Represented: American, British, Belgian, Bulgarian, Chilian, 

Colombian, Costa-Rican, Czechoslovak, Danish, Dominican,
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Ecuadorian, French, German, Guatemalan, Hungarian, Italian, 
Japanese, Latvian, Lithuanian, Luxemburg, Mexican, Nether
lands, Netherlands East Indies, Paraguayan, Peruvian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Salvadorian, Siamese, Swiss, Yugoslav Red Cross 
Societies, the Egyptian Red Crescent Society, the Iran Red Lion 
and Sun Society, and the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Cres
cent Societies of the U.S.S.R.

F irst  International T echnical Co n fer en c e  on Aerial 
R e l ie f , June llth-14th, 1937. (Budapest).
Represented: American, Austrian, Belgian, British, Bulga

rian, Czechoslovak, Costa Rican, Estonian, French, German, 
Italian, Netherlands, Norwegian, Peruvian, Polish, Roumanian, 
Siamese, Swedish, Swiss, Yugoslav Red Cross Societies, and the 
Egyptian Red Crescent Society.

J unior  R ed Cross Group Study  Meetin g , Paris, June 28th- 
30th, 1937.
Red Cross Societies represented: American, Argentine, Aus

tralian, Austrian, Belgian, Bolivian, Canadian, British, Colom
bian, Cuban, Czechoslovak, Danish, Danzig, French, German, 
Greek, Guatemalan, Hungarian, Indian, Japanese, Latvian, 
Lithuanian, Luxemburg, New Zealand, Norwegian, Peruvian, 
Polish, Roumanian, Salvadorian, Siamese, South African, Swe
dish, Swiss, Uruguayan, Yugoslav.

R egional J unior  R ed Cross Conference  for th e  F ar-E as
tern  Cou n tries , Tokyo, July 29th-31st., 1937.
Red Cross Societies represented in a deliberative capacity: 

American (including Philippine), Indian, Japanese, Netherlands 
East Indies, Siamese.

Present by invitation: British, Netherlands, Polish, Yugoslav 
Red Cross Societies.

H ealth  Advisory  Com m ittee , Paris, October 28th, 1937.
Red Cross Societies represented: American, Austrian, British, 

Colombian, French, German, Guatemalan, Italian, Polish, Sia
mese, Swedish, Yugoslav.

. International T echnical Conference  on th e  Organi
zation of F irst  A id  P osts (on roads, in aerodromes, and at 
the seaside), Tallinn, June 2nd-5th, 1938.
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Members of the Board of Governors 
of the League of Red Cross Societies

A l b a n ia  :
A r g e n t in a  : Dr. Pedro T. Vignau, P resident of the Argentine 

R ed Cross.
A u s t r a l ia  : Lady Galway.
B e l g iu m  : Dr. P. Nolf, P resident of the  Belgian R ed Cross.
B o l iv ia  : His Exc. Dr. Adolfo Costa du Reis.
B r a z il  : Major Cézar de Goes Monteiro.
B u l g a r ia  : Dr. J .  Daneff, P resident of the  Bulgarian Red Cross.
Ca n a d a  : Mr. N orm an Sommerville, Chairm an, C entral Council.
Ch i l i  : His Exc. General D. Luis Brieba, President of the Chilian 

R ed Cross.
Ch in a  :
Co l o m b ia  : Dr. Luis Felipe Calderón (Substitute : Dr. Gustavo 

Restrepo).
Co sta  R ic a  : Don Ernesto Quiros Aguilar, President of the Costa 

Rican Red Cross (Substitu te : Prof. Luis Dobles Segreda).
Cu b a  : Señor Enrique J . Conill (Vice-Chairman of the Board of 

Governors).
Cz e c h o s l o v a k ia  : Dr. A. G. M asarykova, President of the Cze

choslovak R ed Cross.
D e n m a r k  : H err J . Billow, President of the Danish Red Cross.
D a n z ig  : Senator Dr. Grossmann, President of the  Danzig Red 

Cross.
D o m in ic a n  R e p u b l ic  : Dr. Miguel Canela Lázaro.
E g y p t  : His Exc. Dr. Ali Ibrahim  Pasha, President of the  Egyp

tian  Red Crescent.
E st o n ia  : M ajor-General Dr. H ans Leesm ent, P resident of the 

Estonian Red Cross.
E cu a d o r  : General D. Angel I. Chiriboga, President of the Ecua

dorian Red Cross.
F in l a n d  : Major Michel de Gripenberg.
F r a n c e  : The Marquis de Lillers, President of the  French Red 

Cross (Vice-Chairman of the Board of Governors).
G e r m a n y  : H err W . G. H artm ann.
G r e a t  B r it a in  : Hon. Sir A rthur Stanley, Chairman of the Exe

cutive Committee of the British Red Cross.
G r e e c e  : Mr. J . A thanasaki, President of the Greek Red Cross.
G u a t e m a l a  : Dr. Federico G. Murga.
H a it i  : Mr. Felix Courtois.
H u n g a r y  : H is Exc. Dr. E lem er Vitéz de Simon, President of 

the H ungarian Red Cross.
I n d ia  : Sir H enry Moncrieff Sm ith, K .C.I.E.
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I ce la n d  : Prof. G. Thoroddsen, Vice-President of the Icelandic 
Red Cross.

I r a n  : Dr. Reza Ispahani.
I raq  :
I t a l y  : His Exc. Senator Giovanni Ciraolo.
J a p a n  : Mr. S. Y am anouchi (Vice-Chairman of the Roard of Go

vernors).
L a t v ia  : Prof. K. Barons, President of the L atvian Red Cross.
L it h u a n ia  : Dr. Aloizas Petrikas.
L u x e m b u r g  : Mme E. Mayrisch de St. H ubert, President of the 

Luxem burg R ed Cross.
M e x ic o  : His Exc. Colonel Adalberto Tejeda.
N e t h e r l a n d s  : Mr. F. W. Donker Curtius, Secretary-General 

of the  N etherlands R ed Cross.
N e t h e r l a n d s  E a st  In d ie s  : Mr. F. W. Donker Curtius.
N ic a r a g u a  :
N e w  Z e a l a n d  : Dr. Bernard Myers, C.M.G. (Substitute: Miss 

Violet Russell).
N o r w a y  : Colonel Jens Meinich, President of the Norwegian 

Red Cross.
P an a m a  : Señora Malvina G. de Arosemena, President of the 

Panam a Red Cross.
P a r a g u a y  : Dr. Andrés Barbero, President of the Paraguayan 

Red Cross.
P e r u  : Dr. D. Ju an  Garcia Calderón (par interim).
P o l a n d  : Mr. T itus Filipowicz (former President of the Polish 

Red Cross).
P o r t u g a l  : Countess de Gonçalves Pereira.
R o u m a n ia  :
Sa l v a d o r  : Dr. Carlos R. Lardé.
S iam  : Vice-Admiral P hya Rajwangsan, Siamese Minister in Lon

don.
S o u t h  A f r ic a  :
S p a in  :
S w e id e n  : Baron E. Stjernstedt, Secretary-General of the Swe

dish Red Cross.
Sw it z e r l a n d  : M. Paul Dinichert.
T u r k e y  : Dr. Refik Saydam, President of the  Turkish Red Cres

cent.
U r u g u a y  : Señora Elisenda Safons de Arrillaga, President of the 

Uruguayan R ed Cross.
U.S.A. : Hon. Mr. Norm an Davis, Chairm an of the American Red 

Cross.
U.S.S.R. :
V e n e z u e l a  : His Exc. Dr. Carlos Aristim uño Coll.
Y u g o sla v ia  : Mr. Svetozar Tomitch, 1st Vice-President of the 

Yugoslav Red Cross.
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