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A. — SPAIN

I n t r o d u c t io n .

From the beginning of the civil war in Spain, the 
International Red Cross Committee realised that the 
sending of medical stores would be one of the most useful 
ways of helping the wounded of both combatants. Such 
action corresponded also with one of the essential duties 
which it has always fallen to the Red Cross to perform. 
The understanding reached between its general delegate, 
Dr. Junod, and the Spanish Red Cross Committee in 
Madrid, on the one side, and the Spanish Red Cross 
Committee of the National Defence Junta at Rurgos, 
on the other side, stipulated th a t both Red Cross 
Committees would accept any assistance which might 
be offered them by sister Societies.

In October 1936 Dr. Junod submitted to Geneva 
lists of surgical instruments, dressings and drugs which 
were urgently required in Spanish Government territory.

In view of the circumstances, the International 
Committee decided to send out an appeal to National 
Societies in its Circular No. 330, and, without awaiting 
the result, it immediately despatched to both combatants 
those medical stores which were most urgently required. 
These first consignments were sent by improvised methods. 
The orders were placed either directly by our delegates 
in Spain, or in those towns nearest the Spanish frontier, 
either through the secretariat of the International 
Committee in Geneva, or through the good offices of the 
League of Red Cross Societies in Paris.— 3 —



IN TRO DUC TIO N

However, after November 1936, thanks to the generosity 
of the National Societies and of numerous friends in 
different countries, the gifts received by the International 
Committee in Geneva for Spain were sufficient to justify 
an extension of the relief work. In addition, it seemed 
probable tha t the civil war would be prolonged and the 
organisation of a Medical Stores Purchasing Section 
become necessary. A surgeon, a doctor an a nurse, all 
members of the International Committee and of the 
so-called “ Spanish Committee ” , were appointed to from 
a purchasing sub-committee whose duty it was to dispatch 
gifts in kind to both sides. With the help of a Secretary, 
this sub-committee has since November 1936 undertaken 
all the work of purchasing and despatching stores to 
Spain and, later on, to China also.

W o r k in g  P r in c ip l e s .

From its very first meeting, the purchasing sub
committee decided to adopt the following principles, 
which were ratified by the International Red Cross 
Committee and which formed the basis of its work :

1) Medical stores of equal value would be sent, quite 
impartially, to both sides in Spain, while taking into 
account those requests which were most justified and most 
useful. (Later on it became necessary to add to the medical 
stores food and clothing for hospitals, prisons and refugee 
camps).

2) The purchasing service for surgical instrument 
medical equipment, clothing and food would be centralised 
in Geneva. Orders would be placed as favourably as 
possible in the various European countries nearest to 
Spain, in order to reduce transport expenses to a minimum.

Before summarising the work accomplished by the 
section, let us glance briefly at the resources a t its disposal.— 4



GIFTS

I. —  G if t s .

1. Gifts in cash.

Had it not been for the generosity of National Societies, 
Governments, Relief Committees and many private 
benefactors for this impartial Red Cross work in Spain, 
the International Committee would never have been able 
to undertake relief work in the civil war in that unhappy 
country, for it possesses no funds for such work. All 
gifts received for this purpose were placed in a special 
account “For relief in Spain which is drawn upon for all 
kinds of relief work, i.e. the delegates’ expenses, those of 
the special staff engaged for the secretariat in Geneva, 
those of the evacuation of Madrid, and the cost of all 
consignments of stores, food and clothing for prisoners. 
It is the Spanish Committee which, after taking into 
account the various calls upon it, allocates credits to 
the purchasing Section for the purchase of stores.

2 . Gifts specially allocated.

The Purchasing Section has also a t its disposal certain 
private gifts specially earmarked. A few donors, while 
they desire tha t their gifts should be equally divided 
between both sides, specify tha t they must be utilised 
for a certain category of people, such as women, children, 
the sick, prisoners, orphans, etc. or for a certain kind 
of stores such as medical equipment, condensed milk 
clothing, food, etc. These special gifts are entered up by 
the Purchasing Section in a table with the original currency, 
its equivalent in Swiss francs, the name of the donor and 
the purpose for which the gift is intended. Atfer the 
consignment has been sent, the Purchasing Section 
completes the table by idling in the use made of the 
money received and the way it has been divided between 
both parties.



GIFTS

3. Gifts in kind.

In answer to the appeals made by the International 
Committee for Spain, some National Societies and also 
some Committees specially formed for this purpose sent 
gifts in kind, specially clothing, to our delegates in Spain. 
The transport of these consignments w'as somewhat 
difficult. Some of them were lost, others went astray for 
several months and caused our delegates a good deal of 
trouble.

When the International Committee is informed in 
advance about such consignments and it is possible to 
give instructions about their despatch, matters are 
simplified. If, however, they arrive from the other side of 
the world in some European port before the International 
Committee knows anything about their despatch and 
before the necessary clearing papers have arrived, it may 
happen that they remain at the post without anyone 
claiming them and very heavy storage charges are 
incurred. If they are sent by rail, they may arrive a t the 
Spanish frontier without any warning having been given 
to the transport authorities which have to forward them . 
The latter require detailed instructions which the 
International Committee is unable to give if it has no 
information about the consignment. Therefore the 
International Committee strongly recommends all National 
Societies which are generously contributing gifts in kind 
for relief work in Spain to be sure to inform Geneva in 
good time so that proper arrangements may be made for 
forwarding such gifts.

It cannot be denied that the transport and customs 
charges are sometimes very heavy and tha t only those 
goods which are of real relief value justify such expenditure. 
Especially as regards worn clothing, the International 
Red Cross Committee strongly advises National Societies 
to cease such relief methods. Often the clothes are in bad 
condition, insufficiently disinfected and out-of-date o r
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R EQ U ESTS FOR HELP

too fanciful and they are therefore not welcomed by the 
beneficiaries. On the other hand, new garments, layettes 
and woollen materials have been most useful to those 
institutions which have received them.

In addition, the International Committee receives 
almost daily letters from people who want to send parcels 
of food or clothing to their friends and relations in Spain. 
In spite of its intensive desire to relieve all suffering 
wherever it may be, the Internationa] Committee is 
unable to undertake the despatch of parcels of this kind.

Since October 27, 1837, its delegates in Governmental 
territory in Spain have asked the authorities concerned for 
permission for the Red Cross to send parcels of food to 
private persons. This permission has never been granted, 
probably because parcels of this kind are, in Governmental 
Spain, submitted for consorship and customs fees. On the 
other hand, where parcels of medical comforts for the 
sick are concerned, the International Committee considers 
this to be specially within the scope of the Red Cross and 
it despatches these as quickly as possible to their 
destination.

II. —  R e q u e s t s  f o r  h e l p .

1. Medical stores.

The requests for help for Spain which reach the 
International Committee are numerous and varied. They 
are sorted out in Geneva according to urgency into two 
files, one for Governmental Spain and the other for 
Nationalist Spain. As it is difficult for the Purchasing 
Section from a distance to judge of the validity of some 
of these requests, it has been obliged to adopt a strict rule 
only to take into consideration those which are forwarded 
through its delegates. The latter, in the course of their 
journeys in Spain, have opportunities to visit many units 
of the Army Medical Service and of the Red Cross, and7 —



REQ UESTS FOR HELP

they are in a position to inform us which are the things 
most needed by these institutions. Generally they go to the 
commanding officers and obtain from them detailed lists 
of the instruments and equipments which they need.

Often our delegates send us requests of a more general 
character. They may ask the International Committee for 
all the equipment required for some medical unit, either 
First Aid Posts, Field Ambulances or Stationary Hospitals. 
The Purchasing Section has done its best to meet such 
requests. It has drawn up lists of equipment which are 
considered indispensable for the work of such units. These 
lists of equipment will be found further on.

2. Food.

Several times our delegates in Governmental Spain 
have begged us to send them food for the poverty stricken 
civil population. Allthough it is unwilling to undertake 
relief wrork beyond its scope and resources, the International 
Committee has nevertheless sent several consignments of 
food, chiefly to its delegation in Madrid, to enable it, 
although within very narrow limits, to help the sick in 
hospitals, prisoners, and under-nourished children of the 
civil population.

The purchasing of sweetened condensed milk and of 
dried vegetables is dohe at Marseilles where they are to 
be had at favourable rates, whilst chocolate, coffee, sugar, 
cheese and Maggi and Knorr Soups are sent from Geneva.

3. Clothing.

In the spring of 1937 our delegates in Spain informed 
the International Committee that military prisoners, 
some of whom had been in prison for many months, were 
urgently in need of underclothing, their own being in 
very bad condition. Sometimes also they had no blankets. 
Although it was unable to undertake such relief work on 
a big scale owing to shortage of funds, the International
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ORDERS AN D  CONSIGNMENTS

Committee decided nevertheless to send to the most 
needy prisoners of both sides one blanket and a set of 
clothing including a shirt, pants, a pair of socks and a 
pullover each. The British Red Cross very kindly undertook 
to purchase these goods in England, and, thanks to its 
good offices, we were able to obtain good quality 
underclothing at a very favourable price. With the 
permission of the authorities in Barcelona and Burgos, 
this clothing and the blankets were distributed in the 
prisons by our delegates themselves.

III. —  Or d e r s  a n d  Co n s ig n m e n t s .

1. Placing Orders.

When the funds at the disposal of the Purchasing 
Section are sufficient to enable it to place orders, it fills 
the most urgent requests from both sides according to the 
amount allotted to it. I t  draws up an estimate based on 
the sum at its disposal for each side. It then enters the 
order, the estimated cost, and the name of the supplies 
in its “Order Book” , each one under a number which is 
repeated on all correspondences concerning that particular 
consignment. The orders are then passed on to the various 
firms, either directly by a letter signed by two members 
of the Purchasing Section, or through the Central 
Committees or the League of Red Cross Societies where 
purchases outside Switzerland are concerned.

In addition to the customary instructions regarding 
quality and price of the goods ordered, the following 
recommendations are made to each supplies :

The goods are to be packed in strong cases plainly 
marked with the number of the order and not exceeding 
a maximum weight fixed according to the method of 
transport for each consignment. (A maximum weight of 
30 to 40 kilos is what we have found best for transport by 
lorry). 9



OHDERS AND CONSIGNM ENTS

They must not include in the case any written or 
printed messager, and in particular they must not use 
newspaper for packing, in order to preserve strictly the 
non-political character of all consignments bearing the 
Red Cross emblem. Naturally an exception is made to 
this rule for instructions indicating how to use certain 
apparatuses.

They must forward all cases duly numbered to a 
warehouse in Geneva kindly placed a t the disposal of 
the International Committee free of charge by the 
transport firm and, as soon as they have delivered the 
goods, they must send the invoice in triplicate to the 
International Committee.

When the Purchasing Section is dealing with a new 
firm, it inspects the quality of the goods supplied if possible 
before delivery and, if not, at the warehouse. In addition, 
as the Swiss custom regulations for exports are strict and 
detailed, our consignments are usually inspected by the 
customs officials. As regards consignments coming from 
abroad to Geneva to be included in a bigger lot for Spain 
or China, in order to avoid paying customs dues in 
Switzerland, they are sent free to the port where the 
International Committee has permission to inspect them.

2. Collection and Clearance.

As soon as all the cases relating to one order have 
arrived at the warehouse, their packing is inspected. 
When medical equipment is divided up into a large number 
of cases, in addition to the general order number, each 
case is given another number to distinguish them one from 
another. Then the Purchasing Section sends the transport 
company the necessary instructions for their despatch 
together wTith the address labels and Red Cross labels to 
be pasted on each case. When every thing is ready, the 
whole consignment is cleared. A despatch note is sent 
to the transport authorities at the Spanish frontier and— 10 —



ORDERS AN D  CONSIGNMENTS

another to the delegate responsible for receiving and 
distributing the consignment.

If by ill luck one or two cases go astray during transport, 
thanks to the second numbering on them the Purchasing 
Section, the frontier transport authorities or our delegates 
are able immediately to give us a description of the missing 
cases and their contents. We are glad to note that, of 
all the consignments sent to Spain, very few cases have 
gone astray. They have often been seriously delayed in 
transport, some consignments having taken more than 
2% months. To go from Geneva to Madrid, but, with 
the exception of 6 cases of condensed milk, everything 
lias arrived safety. We believe tha t these happy results 
have been achieved thanks to the Red Cross labels placed 
on the cases. The emblem has certainly attracted careful 
attention from the employés of the transport companies. 
For this reason the Purchasing Section has not found it 
necessary, except in special cases, to insure its consignments

It is not always easy in a country at war to choose the 
route for transportation of medical stores. A route which 
may appear open a t the time the consignment is being 
sent of may be closed by the time it arrives there. However, 
by means of changing the itinerary and improvising 
methods of transport, in nearly every case our consignments 
have arrived at their destination.

For several months a shortage of lorries and of fuel in 
Governmental Spain considerably hindered the transport 
of our cases from Valencia to Madrid. Our delegates were 
obliged to reserve vehicles and the Purchasing Section in 
Geneva sent petrol and oil to Barcelone and Valencia in 
sufficient quantity for the transport of our consignments. 
On the sea petrol can only be transported in tankers ; we 
were therefore obliged to send it sufficiently in advance so 
th a t it reached the port a few days before the arrival of 
the cases of stores and foodstuffs. Recently, the Barcelona 
authorities very kindly agreed to supply our delegates 
with the fuel necessary for our consignments.

11 —



ORDERS AND CONSIGNMENTS

On the Nationalist side, the “Comandancia Militare’” 
at Irun has always saved us all possible trouble. We 
deliver our consignments to them, and they very kindly 
see that they reach their destination. In this way the 
International Committee has no transport or custom dues, 
to pay in Nationalist Spain.

3. Transport charges.

From the beginning of its relief work for Spain, and,, 
later, when it began to send things to China, the 
International Committee has paid special attention to 
trying to keep as low as possible the transport charges for 
medical stores, which are always heavy. Basing its action 
on the recommendation made in the last Chapteiy 
paragraph V, of the Geneva Convention of 1929, and on 
the XXVIth Resolution of the International Red Cross 
Conference at Tokyo, it appealed, through the Central 
Committees, to various Governments to try  to obtain 
reductions in the railway and shipping rates. In every 
case the requests made by the International Committee 
were received courteously and all the Governments 
approached have given favourable replies. The reductions 
agreed to have never been less than 50% of the current 
rates and a few companies have offered free transport or 
reductions of as much as 75%. These reductions are made 
by means of returns, that is, the sums are reimbursed to 
the International Committee through the transport 
authorities on payments already made. When one realises 
that, on our consignments sent to Spain, we have already 
had more than 7,500 Swiss francs returned to us, one can 
see what substantial assistance the transport companies 
are giving the Red Cross.

The International Committee is glad once more to 
be able to express its very lively gratitude to the ships of 
the British Navy an d to those of the French Navy which have 
most kindly transported a great number of our consign-
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MEDICAL STORES

merits to Spanish ports. This valuable help has enabled 
us to re-equip with medical stores those towns which were 
cut off from all commercial traffic.

4. Checking of invoices.

The International Committee requested all suppliers 
to send their invoices in triplicate. As soon as the goods 
delivered in Geneva have been checked with the invoice, 
a copy of be latter, signed by one of the members of the 
Purchasing Sub-Committee, is sent to the Treasurer of 
the International Committee so that the bill may be paid 
by cheque or postal order ; the second copy of the invoice 
is filed according to its number in the records of the 
Purchasing Section, and the third copy is sent to the 
delegate responsible for receiving and distributing the 
goods.

5. Receipts signed by beneficiaries.

In order to carry out its responsibilities towards those 
donors who have entrusted it with large sums, the 
International Committee has felt it important to ask the 
beneficiaries to give a signed receipt for all gifts handed 
to them by our delegates. We have been told that this 
small formality has led to some trouble. Nevertheless, if 
the beneficiaries could change places with the donors and 
with the purchasing sub-committee they would understand 
how anxious the latter are to have some proof that their 
gifts have really reached their destination. All receipts 
are sorted and filed in the records of the Purchasing 
Section.

IV. —  M e d ic a l  St o r e s .

The Purchasing Section has received from firms in 
different countries many interesting offers medical stores 
of all kinds. It has classified this information in files.— 13 —



M EDICAL STORES

1. Dressings.

In this file we have placed everything to do with 
gauze, cotton wool, bandages, etc. The Purchasing Sub- 
Committee decided only to buy material of a good medium 
quality, so that, in case of absolute necessity, the gauze 
and the least soiled bandages could be washed and used 
again, after disinfection. In wartime many first aid posts 
and field ambulances are out off temporarily from their 
supply base for shorter or longer periods, just at times 
when the wounded are coming in in great numbers. In 
such cases, stores rapidly run out and the greatest possible 
economy is necessary, so we have chosen sterilised gauze 
of the quality 8/6 as most suitable. This has been used 
both for Spain and China.

Bandages were ordered in the widths most generally 
used, i.e. 2 ins., 3 ins. and 4 ins. These bandages are 
made either of sterilised gauze of cambric or of thin 
linen according to the use to be made of them. The 
bandages called “ ideal” are the most useful but they are 
expensive, so could only be sent in small quantities.

The absorbent cotton-wool was of good medium 
quality (Quality B) but its importation into countries at 
war is sometimes difficult as it can also be used in the 
composition of modern explosives. Its importation into 
Spain is strictly controlled and special permits have to be 
obtained for it. We have also sent tow and cellulose but 
in lesser quantities.

2. Drugs.

All the drugs ordered were of the best quality. They were 
chosen in the most economical form, th a t is to say, not 
manufactured when they were intended for a dispensary 
with facilities for the preparation and upkeep of drugs. 
If, however, they were intended for units at the front, 
we have always sent medicines, solutions, and sterilised— 14 —
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products ready for use without any preliminary 
preparations.

In many cases, instead of the very expensive patent 
medicines which were asked for, we have for reasons of 
economy sent products of the same kind which, although 
not exactly the special kinds asked for, replaced them 
and produced the same effect.

3. Surgical instruments.

The surgical instruments sent were of good quality 
and in the various sizes most generally used. They were 
sent in bulk to the Red Cross distributing centres and to 
the Army Medical Service for distribution to the various 
hospitals. For individual First Aid Posts, hospitals and 
dispensaries they were however sent in complete sets 
which were adequate for the work required.

For reasons of economy also, glass syringes of the 
type Luer, size 2, 3, 5, 10 and 20 centimetres, were sent 
for hospitals, and “Record” type syringes were only 
sent for delicate work in operating theatres.

With regard to blood transfusion apparatus, we chose 
the “Jube” type which appeared to be generally used in 
Spain.

We were asked for many Kirschner extension 
apparatus with motors and accessories of the same type 
for fractures, Thomas’ splints and Kramer’s splints, and 
the latter, being simpler and less expensive, were sent in 
rolls 10 or 8 cms. wide for all First Aid Posts.

4. Operating theatre and sterilisation equipment.

All equipment and apparatus for operating theatres 
and sterilising—operating tables, dressing tables, irrigation 
apparatus, stoves, sterilisers, etc.—were chosen of a 
practical, simple, strong and light kind so that they 
could be easily moved about if necessary.
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Those sterilisers which are nickel-plated both inside 
and out are rather small in size. According to the size 
of the units for which they were required, the interior 
dimensions of those sent were 30 cm. x 50 cm. or 40 cm. 
X 50 cm. In most cases they were heated by Primus 
stoves ; some were equipped for gas or electricity when 
they were intended for big stationary hospitals in towns. 
A few of them were specially fitted with a water level so 
tha t they could be used either for sterilising dressings 
or for sterilising water. Although they were not very 
large, we believe that two such sterilisers in the one 
room would be sufficient for heavy operation work.

With regard to lights for operation theatres, we sent 
portable electric lights fitted with special reflectors which 
in some hospitals in Switzerland are used instead of 
scialitic lamps, which are excellent but very expensive.

5. Laboratory equipment.

At the present day it is difficult to imagine a military 
hospital, even near the front, working without a laboratory 
attached to it for ordinary research and analytical work. 
Guided by the very detailed and well drawn up requests 
which it received from Spain, the Purchasing Section 
tried to compile a simple laboratory set composed of the 
apparatus and instruments most in use. It is hardly 
necessary to add that this equipment would be insufficient 
for any special requirements without additions being made 
to it.

6. X-Ray and Ultra-Violet Ray apparatus.

All X-Ray apparatuses chosen by the Purchasing 
Sub-Committee were of the portable type, light, strong 
and easy to move. Some came from the firm Siemens 
and others from the Métalix factory. They have been 
found very satisfactory in Spain. We also sent great 
quantities of radiographic films, in the usual sizes16 —
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30 x 40, 24 x 30, 18 x 24, 13 x 18 and often developing 
paper as well. Unfortunately some of these consignments 
were opened by too vigilant censors who wanted to assure 
themselves by daylight that the parcels contained no 
prohibited correspondence, and the result was tha t the 
contents became useless.

The transportation of quartz lamps gave us a good 
deal of trouble because of their fragile nature and we 
thought it best to insure them. However by aeroplane 
they arrived safe and sound.

7. Beds and bedding.

Several times the International Committee has been 
asked to send to Spain complete equipped beds for military 
and Red Cross hospitals. After having collected information 
from several countries, the Purchasing Sub-Committee 
chose a practical Swiss type, size 195 cm. in length and 
90 cm. in width. This, is a folding bed made of steel tubes 
with a 26 mm. coat of varnish. The top and bottom of 
the frame fold over into the middle of the metal bed stead. 
This bed can be set up or folded very easily and quickly ; 
extension fittings can be easily added to it. At the top 
of the bed there is a metal movable bedrest which enables 
the patient’s head to be raised as required. This bedstead 
weighs 37 kg ; when folded, it takes up very little room 
and 200 of them can easily be loaded into a normal sized 
ran. The strong and supple metal frame is covered with 
a jute cover fixed to the bedstead by expanding hooks. 
The mattresses are comfortable ; their outside cover is 
made of beige piqué stuffed with 13 kilos, of hair.

•8. Linen.

We equipped each bed with sheets, pillow cases, one or 
two woollen or cotton blankets and 2 pyjamas. The 
Purchasing Sub-Committee paid special attention to the 
size of the sheets so that they were big enough to tuck in
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properly at the sides. All nurses know how difficult it 
is to keep a ward in good order when the sheets and 
blankets are too small. The beige blankets were easily 
washable.

9. Additional equipment.

Mention must also be made of the additional equipment 
necessary for the proper maintenance of a hospital. 
We put into this category the various instruments and 
utensils in glass, enamel and china used by nurses in wards 
and in the various service departments of a hospital. 
W ithout a sufficient quantity of thermometers, syringes, 
irrigators, catheters, receptacles, basins, glasses, cups, 
spoons, forts, knives and a large stock of linen and cotton 
waste, the small daily attentions wdich are of great curative 
value for the patients are impossible. The Purchasing 
Sub-Committee therefore sent some consignments of this 
kind to nurses in Spain and they were very gratefully 
received. All these things were chosen of a simple and 
practical type. Rubber articles were of the best quality 
which lasts longer. The things which we were most often 
asked for were gloves, tourniquets, ice-bag's, rubber draw 
sheets for beds and air cushions.

10. Disinfection and delousing equipment.

In case any requests were received for such equipment, 
the Purchasing Sub-Committee has examined various 
types, but none have yet been sent to Spain or China.

11. Motor ambulances.

From the beginning of the civil war in Spain both sides 
asked th International Committee to send them motor 
ambulances for the transport of their wounded. They 
were for use on rough roads with steep gradients. The 
Purchasing Sub-Committee got into touch with several—  IS —
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manufacturing firms, and, thanks to the kind offices of 
the Belgian Red Cross, it had an opportunity of purchasing 
advantageously some 8-cylinder motor ambulances, 18 
H.P., on Fordson Truck chassis, for 4 stretcher cases. 
These ambulances were painted a light colour with the 
Red Cross emblem clearly visible in front, behind, on the 
sides and on the roof.

12. Equipment Necessary for a Hospital of 200 Beds.

List drawn up by the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

A. Su m m a r y .

1. X-Ray Apparatus.............................................. fr. 3.072,50
2. Films * ..............................................................  » 845,—
3. Pharmaceutical Products * .................................  » 4.650,—
4. Surgical Dressings * .............................................. » 979,35
5. Absorbent Cotton Wool * ...................................... » 310,—
6. Surgical Instruments.............................................. » 8.129,50
7. Stock of Linen for Operating Theatre. . . .  » 255,60
8. Indian Rubber G o o d s .......................................... » 777,25
9. Enamelled Steelware..............................................  » 392,85

10. G la ssw a re ............................................................... » 151,25
11. Electric L a m p s ......................................................  » 120,65
12. 200 Beds with Mattress Pads and 200

M a ttresses ........................................................... » 13.440,—
13. Sheets, Pillow Cases, Blankets, Pyjamas . . » 6.600,—
14. Hospital Kitchen Utensils...................................... » 956,50
15. Laboratory Equipment..........................................  » 2.880,45

fr. 43,560,90-

B. D e t a i l e d  i n v e n t o r y .

1. X-Ray Apparatus.

1 Spherix Equipment, consisting of shock-proof
unit comprising high tension transformer and 
X-ray tube, one hand type timer, one tubular 
localiser in lead glass and one “Special” collapse-
ible stan d ......................................................................  fr. 2.180,—

1 Transportable Case for the u n i t ............................ » 115,—
1 Auto-Transformer for using the Sphérix on all 

alternating current circuits of 110 to 250 volts 
at 50 c y c le s ................................................................... » 300,—

A reporter . . . fr. 2.595,—

• Articles of daily use, renewable as and when required.— 19 —
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Report . . .
1 Set of Aluminium X-ray Cassettes :

1 Cassette 18 x 24 cm.........................................
1 Cassette 24 x 30 cm.........................................
1 Cassette 30 X 40 cm...........................................

1 Set of Sinegran-Supra Intensifying Screens :
1 Pair 18 X 24 cm...................................................
1 Pair 24 X 30 cm...................................................
1 Pair 30 x 40 cm...................................................
Spherix Equipment complete with Acessories .

fr. 2.595 —

» 57,50
» 69,—
» 80,—

» 53,—
» 80,—
» 138,—

fr. 3.072,50

12 doz. X-Ray Films 
12 doz. X-Ray Films 
12 doz. X-Ray Films 
12 doz. X-Ray Films

2. X-Ray Films.
18 X 24 cm 
24 x 30 cm 
30 X 40 cm 
13 X 18 cm

3. Pharmaceutical Products.

fr. 845,—

50 Spools “Sparablanc” adhesive Tape 10 x 10 cm 
200 Spools “Sparablanc” adhesive Tape 10 x 2 % cm 
100 Spools “Sparablanc” adhesive Tape 5 x 5  cm 
25 Boxes of 6 ampoules Ethyl Chloride 

100 Boxes of 5 ampoules Coagulen Ciba @ 5 cc.
40 Boxes of 20 ampoules Calcium Sandoz 10 cc.

100 Ampoules of Anti-Tetanus Serum 250 -f- 10 cc.
100 Ampoules of Anti-Gangrene Serum

1 Spool of 50 Flax Threads No. 20
2 Spools of 50 Flax Threads No. 30
3 Spools of 50 Flax Threads No. 50 
2 Spools of 50 Flax Threads No. 70
4 Packets of 100 Florence Horse Hairs medium No. 3
4 Packets of 100 Florence Horse Hairs large No. 5 

10 Skeins of Silk No. 0
10 Skeins of Silk No. 1 
15 Skeins of Silk No. 2 
20 Skeins of Silk No. 3 
25 Skeins of Silk No. 4

5 Packages of Clinical Sterilized Catgut 50 m, No. 0 
10 Packages of Clinical Sterilized Catgut 50 m, No. 1 
10 Packages of Clinical Sterilized Catgut 50 m, No. 2 
10 Packages of Clinical Sterilized Catgut 50 m, No. 3

5 Packages of Clinical Sterilized Catgut 50 m, No. 4 
10 Small Bottles of Sterilized Silk No. 0 
10 Small Bottles of Sterilized Silk No. 1 
10 Small Bottles of Sterilized Silk No. 2 
10 Small Bottles of Sterilized Silk No. 3 
10 Small Bottles of Sterilized Silk No. 4 

2000 Tablets Permanganate of Potash @ 1.0 g 
2000 Tablets Aceticyl @ 0.5 g 
1000 Tablets Dimethylaminantipyrin @ 0.3 g 
1000 Tablets Tannin Album. @ 0.50 g20 —
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1000 Tablets Quinine Sulphate @ 0.25 g 
2000 Tablets Mercuric Oxycyanide @ 0,5 g

10 Small Bottles Tincture of Iodine @ 500 ccm 
1000 Ampoules Procaine 0.02, Adrenalin 0.0001 
1000 Ampoules Camphorated Oil 20% @ 1 ccm 
1000 Ampoules Camphorated Oil 20% @ 2 ccm 
500 Ampoules Digitalin 0.002 
500 Ampoules Strychnine Sulph. 0.0015 

1 kg Laxatol
10 kgs Hyposulphite of Soda 

5 kgs Benzoate of Soda 
450 Ampoules Digitaline 0.002 

10 Boxes of 50 Ampoules Somnifène 
2000 Ampoules Morphine Hydrochl. 0.01 

6. Boxes of 50 Ampoules Scopolamine 
500 Ampoules Cafeine 0.20 

1000 Tablets Bismuth. Opium 
40 Bottles Chloroform @ 100 ccm 
76 Bottles Ether for narcosis @ 100 ccm 

300 Ampoules Pantopon
fr, 4,650,—

4. Surgical Dressings.
18 Pieces Absorbent Gauze
30 doz. Bandages Absorbent Gauze 10 m. x  10 cm.
30 doz. Bandages Absorbent Gauze 10 m. x  7 cm.
30 doz. Bandages Absorbent Gauze 10 m. x  5 cm.
30 doz. Bandages Unbleached Webbing 5 m. X 10 cm.
30 doz. Bandages Unbleached Webbing 5 m. X 7 cm.
30 doz. Bandages Unbleached Webbing 5 m. x  5 cm.

fr. 979,35

5. Absorbent Cotton Wool.
100 kgs. Absorbent Cotton Wool B. in 500 gr.

packages fr. 310,—

6. Surgical Instruments.
15 Dressing Forceps 23 cm.
8 doz. Intestinal Suture Needles, straight and curved 
2 Pauchet Containers for 10 litres sterilized water 
4 Instrument Sterilizers 50 X 20 X 10 cm.
4 Instrument Sterilizers 28 X 14 X 6 cm.
2 Gosset Separators 
6 Abdominal Tubes
4 Peritoneal Forceps with Doyen ring
3 Kocher Flexible Straight Intestinal Forceps 
3 Kocher Flexible Curved Intestinal Forceps 
1 Collin Cutting Forceps
3 Collin Curved Cutting Bone Forceps 
1 Doyen Trepan with Perforator, in 4 sizes 
3 Dalgrain Skull Forceps 

15 Long Stylets

—  21 —
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1 Draeguer Apparatus with Mask and Bag for inhaling oxygen 
1 Set of Probes with fine bougies 
5 Desnos Tubes for sterilizing the probes
1 Albarran Heater for 100 probes
2 Ombredanne Apparatus for ether with spare bags 

30 Rustless Needles for spinal aneasthesia
10 Pairs Straight Scissors, 20 cm.
10 Pairs Curved Scissors, 20 cm.
10 Pairs Straight Scissors, 15 cm.

10 Pairs Curved Scissors, 15 cm.
80 Pean Forceps, 12 y>, 14 and 16 cm.

120 Kocher Forceps, 13, 14 and 15 cm.
10 Doyen Forceps 
5 Collin Clamping Forceps, straight 
5 Collin Clamping Forceps, curved
5 Collin Clamping Forceps, T-shaped 
2 Clamping Forceps, detachable
8 doz. Suture Needles, curved, No. 2
8 doz. Suture Needles, triangular, No. 0

16 doz. Suture Needles, triangular, Nos. 2 and 3 
2 Jacques Reverdin Needles, straight 
2 Semi-curved Needles 
2 Curved Needles 
4 Doyen Needles 
4 Mathieu Needle Cases 

10,000 Michel Clips
2 Forceps for inserting and removing the clips 

60 Dissection Forceps, 13 and 14y2 cm. with serrated and 
plain ends

20 Scapels with convex blades 
2 Amputating Scissors 
2 Wood Mallets

20 Long Channelled Probes, 13-14 y2 cm.
4 Drop Bottles 
4 Air-cooled Cauterizers 
2 Sets of Faraboeuf Separators 
2 Periostotomes 
2 Sets of Trocars
1 Fleurant Trocar for vesical puncture
6 Schimmelbusch Drums, 39 X 29 cm.
6 Schimmelbusch Drums, 39 X 19,5 cm.
9 Schimmelbusch Drums, 16 X 15 cm.

20 Kirschner Stirrup-Bandages, 15, 12 and 9 % cm.
12 doz. Hypodermic Needles

2 Metal Mallets
1 Sterilizer 60 X 40 cm, nickel-plated inside and outside, with 

movable perforated tray, pressure gauge, safety valve, nickel- 
plated tripod for petrol burner and draw-off tap-

2 Sterilizers 60 X 40 cm. as above, with special water gauge, 
for sterilizing water

1 Operation Table of Universal Type with three rustless 
adjustable sections, giving Trendelenburg position, with 
leatherette cushion for seat

2 Theatre Ambulances complete, on 4 wheels, adjustable 
headpiece, canvas stretcher— 22 —



MEDICAL STORES

1 Kirschner Electric Motor, large size, for 120 volts alternating 
current, complete with case

1 Universal Holder for fine drills, ordinary drills, centre-bits, 
assorted countersinks, double and single circular saws, etc. 
Kirschner Filaments, assorted sizes 

1 Laborde Separator
5 Tracheotomy Tubes, assorted sizes, pure silver 
1 Maisonneuve Urethrotome with three graduated blades and 

2 exploring needles 
1 Swift-Joly Urethroscope
1 Electric Forehead Lamp with dry battery and case 
1 Gouging Forceps, single joint, chromium-plated 
1 Liston Cutting Forceps, chromium-plated
1 Tuffier Bronchoscope
2 Jube Transfusion Syringes 
2 Janet Syringes

fr. 8.129,50

7. Stock of Linen for Operating Theatre.
12 Hemmed Absorbent Sheets 80 x 80 cm.
48 Hemmed Absorbent Sheets 40 X 40 cm.
12 Operation Sheets 110 X 200 cm.
24 Paddings 80 X 180 cm.
24 Linen Sheets 44 x 100 cm.
12 Doctors’ Overalls

fr. 255.60

8. India Rubber Goods.
10 India Rubber Hot Water Bottles
89,80 m. India Rubber Tissue, double faced, No. 5 grey
30 Pairs Chaput India Rubber Gloves, grey (Nos. 7 and 7 %)
20 India Rubber Air Cushions, round, 42 % cm.
12 India Rubber Tubes, 150 cm., for irrigators 
10 m. India Rubber Drainage Tubing, 4% x 8 mm.
30 m. India Rubber Drainage Tubing, 4 x 7 %  mm.
10 Nelaton Flexible Catheters, red.
4 Faucher Catheters, funnel-ended 
6 India Rubber Ice Bags

fr. 777,25

9. Enamelled Steelware.
5 White Enamelled Trays, 22 cm.
5 ,, „ „ ' 24 cm.
o . ,, ,, 28 cm.
5 White Enamelled Dressing Trays, 18 cm.
5 ,, ,, ,, ,, 25 cm.
o ,, ,, ,, ,, 30 cm.
4 Photographic Trayx, 32 X 42 cm. ;

12 White Enamelled Irrigators for 2 litres 
20 Bed Pans

6 Slop Pails, 30 cm.
fr. 392,8523 —
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10. Glassware.
50 Bed Urinals

5 doz. Cupping Glasses, medium;
5 doz. Cupping Glasses, large 

50 Clinical Thermometers
fr. 151,25

11. Electric Lamps.
1 “ Lux” Lamp, Model No. 12, with pedestal and bulb
2 Portable Lamps with cases and bulbs

fr. 120,65

fr. 9.400,— 

„ 1.040,—

3.000,— 
■■ 13.440,—

13. Sheets, Pillow Cases, Blankets, Pyjamas.
250 Pairs of Sheets
400 Pillow Cases
200 Wool and Cotton Blankets
400 Pyjamas Suits
240 Cotton Huckaback Towels
200 Wool Blankets

fr. 6.600,—

14. Hospital Kitchen Utensils.
200 Deep Plates, 20 cm.
200 White Bowls, 13 cm.
200 Soup Spoons, chromium plated 
200 Coffe Spoons, chromium plated 
200 Forks, chromium plated 
200 Stainless Steel Cheese Knives 
200 Glass Tumblers 

10 Galvanized Iron Pails, 30 cm.
10 Enamelled Steel Pails with Covers, 28 cm.
20 Enamelled Milk Saucepans for 2 litres 
10 Enamelled Milk Saucepans for 1 y2 litre 
10 Plated Ladles, 11 cm.
12 Enamelled Cans, 6 litres 
60 Enamelled Basins, 26 cm.
40 Enamelled Basins, 30 cm.
20 Tea Cloths

fr. 956,50

12. Beds, Mattress Pads, Mattresses.
200 Beds, Red-Cross Pattern, 195 X 90 cm., box

spring mattress with flat spiral springs and 
adjustable back rest of wire mesh, grey
enamelled, @ fr. 47,— ..........................................

200 Mattress Pads 195 X 90 cm. of jute ticking,
with springs, @ fr. 5 , 2 0 ......................................

200 Mattresses 195 X 90 cm. of umbleached 
striped ticking, with bolsters (13 kgs. vege
table fibre) @ fr. 15,— ......................................

— 24
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15. Laboratory Equipment.

1 Ice Box, capacity 170 litres 
1 Portable Electric Lamp 
1 Microscope, magnifying power 60-1.500x 
1 Stage for microscope
1 Chemical Balance for 500 gr., officially stamped 
1 Set of Brass Weights, 1 milligr. to 500 gr.
1 Culture Heater with electric regulator, for 20-45° C.
1 Centrifugal with Motor for mounting on wall, with 2 gauges 

for 15 cc.
100 Test Tubes, 150 X 15 mm.
100 Test Tubes, 180 x 16 mm.

1000 Slides, 76 X 26 mm.
700 Cover Slips, 18 X 18 mm.
200 gr. Giemsa Solution 
200 gr. May-Grunwald Solution

1 Water Bath, electrically heated, capable of being regulated 
up to 37°C., with thermometer, for agglutination.

1 Set Cylindrical Test Glasses; 10, 0.25, 0.50, 0.100, etc.
6 Petri Dishes, 80 mm. diameter 
6 Petri Dishes, 100 mm. diameter 
1 Set Graduated Glass Measures 

30 Pipettes
7500 Tablets Quinine Sulfate 

32 Syringes, 10 cc., 5 cc., 2 cc.
1 Haemacytometer

fr. 2.880,45

13. Equipment for a First Aid Station.

1 Instrument Sterilizer for alcohol or petrol, 34 x 16 X 7,5 cm. 
with perforated strainer and stand

1 Alcohol Burner with 3 trays 
6 Scalpels
6 Straight Scissors, 13 and 14% cm.
4 curved Scissors, 13 and 14 % cm.
4 Serrated Forceps, 13 and 14 % cm.
6 Forceps with plain ends, 13 and 14 % cm.

20 Kocher Forceps, 13 cm.
10 Pean Forceps, 12 % cm.

6 Stylets, 10%-13-14% cm.
6 Channelled Probes, 10 % -ll %-13 cm.
6 Scrapers, assorted
2 Deschamps Needles (1 right, 1 left)
1 Mathieu Needle Case, 17 cm.
6 doz. Suture Needles, straight and curved 
1 Forceps for inserting and removing Michel clips 

2000 Michel Clips
1 Collin Bullet Forceps with ordinary ends, 25 cm.
1 Schrceder Bullet Forceps with double ends, 25 cm.
4 Tracheotomy Tubes of assorted size—  25
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2 Urethral Forceps with claws (small type with 3 sharp teeth) 
2 Urethral Forceps with plain jaws 
1 Stille Perforator with 

4 Twist Drills
1 Flat Cutter with adjustable holder 
4 Spherical Cutters

1 Amputating Saw, 30 cm.
2 Bone Forceps, namely : 1 Luer model, 17 cm.

1 Liston model, 20 cm.
2 Coprostasis Forceps 
1 Yankauer Anaesthetizing Mask 
1 Trocar 
1 Razor
1 Snoften Stethoscope 

10 Clinical Thermometers
5 Luer Glass Syringes, 10 cc.
5 Luer Glass Syringes, 5 cc.

10 Luer Glass Syringes, 3 cc.
4 Record Syringes, 10 cc.
2 Record Syringes, 20 cc.

10 doz. Hypodermic Needles, Nos. 1, 2, 14, 16
6 Needles for Spinal Anaesthesia
8 Rolls Kramer Flexible I 6 rolls 4 m. x 10 cm.

Splinting, namely, \ 2 rolls 4 m. x 8 cm.
10 Thomas Splints

1 Jubé Apparatus for Blood Transfusion
3 India Rubber Urethral Probes
2 India Rubber Rectal Probes

Tube for Drainage and Haemostasis 
2 Enamelled Rectangular Trays, 22 X 25 cm., for putting 

in the sterilizer
2 Kidney Trays
1 Enamelled Case for injection of serum, with India rubber 

Tubes, glass drop-bottle and nipple for needles 
1 Portable Electric Lamp with reflector 

20 Cartons each of 100 Sterilized Gauze Pads 20 X 20 cm.
20 Cartons each of 25 Sterilized Gauze Pads 40 X 40 cm.
10 doz. Bandages Absorbent Gauze 10 m. x 10 cm.
10 doz. Bandages Absorbent Gauze 10 m. x 7 cm.
10 doz. Bandages Absorbent Gauze 10 m. x  5 cm.
50 Boxes “Sparablanc” Adhesive Tape, each containing 

5 m. x 2y2 cm.
3 doz. Idéal Bandages 5 m. x 10 cm.
3 doz. Idéal Bandages 5 m. x 9 cm.

120 Adhesive Bandages 10 cm.
1 Package Absorbent Cotton Wool of 25 kg.

V. — S u m m a r y  o f  a ll  c o n s ig n m e n t s  s e n t  to  Sp a in .

The International Committee’s delegates in Spain 
have several times assured us that the stores being sent 
by the Purchasing Section to Spain were satisfactory,—  26 —
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but we have very little information in this connexion. 
One very interesting report has reached us on the use 
made of our stores. This was sent by the late Dr. Pascual, 
a member of the Supreme Council of the National Red 
Cross, to the International Committee and it deals with 
the Leganes Hospital. This hospital, which was situated 
very near the front, had sometimes to deal with heavy 
rushes. Although we cannot quote the whole of this 
interesting report, we reproduce the following passage :

"All our medical stores and laboratory equipment, surgical 
instruments, drugs, and completely equipped beds are the gift 
of the International Red Cross. I myself have worked for four 
months with this equipment and I must say, in simple justice, 
that everything we have received is of the best quality and is 
entirely adequate for our needs.”

This report, of course, reached us after a fairly short 
period of use of the stores, and it would be interesting to 
have the opinion of other Spanish doctors and surgeons 
so that we can tell, if the equipment sent meets the needs 
of the situation and if the quality of the instrument meets 
with their approval.

Summary of the consignments sent by the Purchasing Section, 
to Spain up to May 15,1938.

No. of consignments 
sent .....................

Expenditure on these 
consignments . . 

Total weight of 
consignments . . 

No. of cases of food 
No. of cases of medi

cal stores................
No. of motor ambu

lances .....................

Gov. Spain86
Swiss Frs.

273,534.25

117.106 kilos 
3,399

362

5

Nat. Spain

55
Swiss Frs.

270,952.70

57,271 kilos 
482

1,335

4

Total

141
Swiss Frs.

544,486.95

174.377 kilos 
3,881

1,697

9

— 27 —
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B. — CHINA

When the Far Eastern Conflict broke out in 1937, 
the International Committee offered its services to both 
countries concerned. The Japanese Red Cross thanked 
the International Committee sincerely for its offer but 
replied tha t its own resources were sufficient to meet 
its needs. The Chinese Red Cross, on the other hand, 
accepted the help of the International Committee, and 
an appeal was made on its behalf (Circulars Nos. 342-344).

The Purchasing Section, although started for Spain 
was naturally called upon to extend its activities to the 
Far East.

In view of the shortage of medical stores in these 
countries and the difficulty of supervising purchases, the 
Purchasing Section decided to send all its relief stores 
from Europe. It approached the shipping companies asking 
for a reduction on shipping rates for all articles destined 
for the Chinese Red Cross. These requests were favourably 
received by the various shipping companies and substantial 
reduction were obtained.

As far as its very limited funds permit, the International 
Committee meets the most urgent requests which reach 
it through its delegate, Dr. Caíame.

In one of his last reports, Dr. Caíame informed the 
International Committee that it would be useful to supply 
each individual Chinese soldier with an antiseptic field 
dressing, in order if possible to prevent infection following 
on small wounds. After studying the problem, the 
Purchasing Section ordered 25,000 field dressings with a 
compressed had impregnated with 5% Xeroform and 
5 metres of bandage. This compressed field dressing is 
wrapped up in two envelopes one over the other, the 
outer one bearing the Red Cross emblem and the words 
“ Individual field dressing” in Chinese.— 28 —
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The consignments sent to the Chinese Red Cross 
have been sent too recently for us to have received any 
reports on the used made of the medical equipment sent. 
We know, however, th a t our first consignments have 
arrived at Hong Kong and that they have been forwarded 
to the front.

Summary 0/ the work done by the Purchasing Section.
for China.

No. of consignments sent . . . .  
Expenditure on these consignments 
Total weight of these consignments 
No. of c a s e s .....................................

5
Swiss Fr. 26.916,15 

4.122 kilos
72
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