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''"The British Empire Conference of 1930 recorded the hope that

the Council of the British Red Cross would use “  every endeavour 
to stimulate the formation of local and Central Council Branches 
throughout the Empire,”  and was of opinion that “ it is eminently 
desirable that co-operation should be established with existing 
health and welfare centres in the different localities, and that 
the affiliation of such agencies to the Red Cross should be invited 
whenever circumstances allow.”

The Conference further recommended the setting up of a small 
Committee to co-ordinate and advise on Red Cross developments 
in fresh areas within the Empire.

The appropriate Committee was set up, and considerable develop
ments have taken place along the lines suggested. Kenya has 
become a Central Council Branch and similar branches have been 
established on the Gold Coast, in Southern Rhodesia, Nyasaland and 
Swaziland.

The urgent need for maternity and child welfare work and for 
improved health education has been the determining factor in the 
formation of new Branches, financial stringency having in many 
places threatened to restrict the public health services unless
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voluntary aid were forthcoming. The Red Cross co-operates with 
existing agencies, such as the East African Women’s League in Kenya 
and the Gold Coast League for Maternity and Child Welfare.

m

The progress of the Gold Coast under the energetic direction of 
Dr. Selwyn Clarke, backed by the enthusiasm of Africans and 
Europeans alike, has produced remarkable results, including the 
construction of a new Isolation Ward at the Accra Maternity 
Hospital ; the provision of clothes and comforts for the unfortunate 
sufferers in the Leper settlements ; the re-opening of Welfare Centres 
at Cape Coast and Sekondi, with Red Cross Health Sisters in charge ; 
the installation of a much needed X-ray plant in the hospital at 
Kumasi; and extensive public health propaganda. Much attention 
has been bestowed on the organisation of Junior Red Cross—which 
was first introduced in the upper grade and training schools to ensure 
a solid foundation—with very satisfactory results.

A report from Dr. Selwyn Clarke is appended as giving valuable 
information of the formation and organisation of a Central Council 
Branch.

KENYA COLONY BRANCH has organised a Blood Transfusion 
Service. At Nairobi a Red Cross room fitted up as a hospital ward 
has been opened by the East African Women’s League for Red Cross 
courses and demonstrations which are well attended. Lectures 
founded on the Junior First Aid Manual are given to the Pupils of 
Jeanes School, a training centre for African Natives.

THE SOUTH RHODESIAN BRANCH has organised a Voluntary 
Aid Detachment in Salisbury and First Aid classes, and Health 
talks by the leading doctors in schools, at the Public Health 
Laboratory, and at the Men’s Institute, have become a regular 
institution.

THE NYASALAND BRANCH formed in September, 1933, is 
organising Divisions throughout the Country, and it is intended to 
form European, Indian and African Detachments. A motor 
ambulance with a rota of drivers is one of the first objectives.
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In SWAZILAND the need for maternity and child welfare work is 
urgent, and it is proposed to form at each Government post a centre 
for Red Cross instruction. A European nurse-midwife has been 
engaged with headquarters at Bemersdorp, who is doing most 
valuable work in training native girls.

The preliminary step in every case is to ensure that formation 
of a Branch has the support of the Governor, and is welcomed by the 
medical authorities and voluntary agencies interested in the promotion 
of health. In each case a grant, varying according to circumstances, 
has been made from the paient Society.
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