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BRITISH RED CROSS SOCCIETY.,

for presentation at the 11th Interrational Red Cross Confererce.

- ——

As the activities of the British Red Cross Society and the Order
of- 8t, Jomn of Jerusalem in Englenc during the great war and their
relations with thne nilitary authorities were [ully described in the
report presanted at the 10th Internationel Conferendec held in 192 1t

is not preposed to dn more than refer brieflyx to the continuance of this

vork in the present report,

(). Voluntary Aid Detachments,

-

During the past two year s the V,A.D. D2nariment hes continued
its activities.
Military Nursing Merhers have been and exe still ewmployed in

varbous Militery hosplitals at gome and abroad,.

i)

General Jeorvice V., A L, members sliso are guill doing duty with
the Armies of {Jccupation ard in Militexry kospitalc ot home,

T.4.D, Nursing and Genaral Dervice meniners have neen working

in Navel. Hespitels and, daring the industrisl crisis in the spring and
surmer of 1921, 200 additionel nembers were celled up for this gervice
to take the place of male hospital shaff~ wro aad becr called away in
connection with the mobilisetion of *he Foyal Nevel and Royal Fleet Pe-
serve.

V,4.7. VMursing Members have heen end are git2ll employed in

he nursing of ex-

[

idnistry of Pensions hosnitals, where they assist in
service men rsquinking treslment in connection witk dheebilities lncurred
curing the %ar,

v V.A.D., members are working in nwacrovns clinics waich have dHeen
set up lozaliy Tox ths care ¢

£ ex-—gervice new, whs ere able Lto go to werk

hat are siiil in need of freetment. These clinico give maasege and eiec—

trical trestment o orthopeedic cases; and scwe include a section dealing




with tropical diseases.

V.A.D,members have given voluntary help in connection with

Emergency Help Committees.' These Committees administer grants made \Pi
by the Joint Tar Committee, for the benefit of men who are still
guffering from disability incurred in the ‘:ar. These cases usually :
demand considerable investigation which is carried sut by the %
nembers . !
V.A. D, members have acted as escort te Officiers proceeding
to Switzerland for treatments >
In London many of the Civil hospitals call upon V.A.D. members
for assistance during the probationers’' holidays, or on lecture nights

when the probationers are withdrawn from the wards.

Members also work in various London dispensaries where they ere

in attendance nn the Doctors — such work being carried out gratultously
& 50.000 was voted by the Joint lar Committee for the provision
: -0 gchonlarships for V;A;ngembers who had given particularly meritoriov
; ser¥ice:these scholarships were for»training in connection with Health
‘ Yervices,forexample Medicine ,Dentistry, Public Health, Social Science,
Almoner, Domestic Science, Institutional Management, Midwifery, General\
Nursing,Nursery Nursing, Care of the lentaliy Defective, eto;iand
about 550 members availed themgelves of the privileges thus offered.
:; It is gratifying tv record that all those students who have completed
their training are mow in good appointments.
In conclusion there is a wery flourishing Social Club for V.A.

i D. members in London, with a membershiv of just under 4,000.
(b)) Emergency Help Committeer '

|
"»
& This Committee was set up in December 1920 to administer grants
% . for the relief 08 sick and disabled ex—service men in distress as a

regult of the Great .ar.

As the result of experience gained by an experimental Cormittee,

and of the replies received to enqguiries addressed to County Branches,:
was acertained tha*t & wide.pread need existed for the relief of the sic
and wounded ex—service man, chieffly attributable to certain gaps in

the administraticn of the Ministry of Pensions Scheme. The guestion was
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taken up with the Ministry who agreed that cases of hardship, which
they were unable to relieve, oxisted amongst clsiments to Pensions,
and the Ministry welcomed the proposal to grant whatever relief might

be possible from charitable funds.

(¢). Auxiliery Hospitals for Officers.

A lerge proportion of the work of this department is in
connection with the care and treatment of Tuberculous (Officers at
horie and ebroad. The work of gending officers suffering from tuber—
culosigs and other chost complaints to Switzerland and San Remo is
being continued. The journeys of all Officers sent abroad, with
only a few oxceptions; are arrenged and paid for out of the fuanBs

Another very necessary and important part of the work of
the department has been the granting of temporary assistaence to
disablod ex—offioers; who are awalting the decision of the lMinistry -
of Pensions or Officers'Appeal Tribunal to their Cleain to disability &w
rotired pay and treatment allowances. T7ithout such agsistance,thess
cases would be fhrown entirely on their own resources which are
wholly inadequéfe to meet the heavy cost of institutional treatment.

The Bepartment has further continuod to assist Officers
and ex-officers with the cost of message and other kinds of treatment
proscribed and, in a few casges, grants haveo been made to cneble offi-
cers to meet the expenses of special operations.

- (d). Hospitals.

The following are a few only of the hospitals throughout
the Country to which the Society has afforded financial support for
the benefit of the ex-gervice officers and men.

(1). The Auxiliary Hospitals for Officefs at Brighton
Bournemouth, Bath and elsewhere; esteblished during the Var by

the Joint Societies, and receiving e Govermment grant per patisnt,
were a most important feature of Red Cross work.

The Hospital at Brighton with accomodstion for upwards
of one hundred patients is now wmainly for surgical cases and those

roquiring electrical trestment in brecing surroundings.




MumsTous 0porasd Ong--re terformedand-uwad |
Ingtitution mrst womtinue its career of mgefulness 10Y

to oome., During the past year the hospital and homes &t BOUrne-—

mouth, which wore chioefly cccupled by medical casges, a tpe hOS—
pital at Bath where rheumatic and nsuralgic affections were treated,

were closed. ' '

(ii). The'ﬁstar & Gartsr? Home ot Richmond for paralysed
sailors and soldiers is an.institution which wes commenced garly
in the Tar and premises having besn presented ﬁh?oughuﬂgr_mgj?styw
the Queen to the Britisﬂxﬁéa‘ﬁross Sociehy o serve as s perménenﬁ

home for the disablsad. . S
The building which was originally sauipped for upwards

‘

aof sixty paraplegics, in order to meet the necessity of the oase,

is now being re-erected cn the same site, end when finished will,
with its annex at the seaside, aooommOuace Two pnpor a patlenus,

suffering from soms Porm of perslysis or malimed in the War. Tha

precent immates are in receips of the highest rate of ponsion and

no charge is made %0 eny pebient in the Iome.

In ald of the ©tuilding fund thse Joiah Jocistiss mad

oxav Socioties made &
large grant, but no Govermmen: sssistance ™hatever has hoen rece’—
ved..

(iii). Queen Mary's Convelescest Auxltiary HOSpital‘BE

Boehampﬁon'is anothexr ¢nsu¢uut10n h ich, though originelily orzeni—

)

zed by a separate oommit%ee, Tilth bhb Approval and ¢

of the Naval and M;1¢tary ubhorivies, and now ntrol

Ministry of Psusions, hag receivsd Tery 12rgs Iinancial eld

the Red (ross.

Its obgcct is 0 s2Tvs &3 & scenbre Tor tho fl*flnﬂ of

B
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some Time




various perts of the country.
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of Pensions the County of London Branch undertook this work,
 Pourteen of these olinics werd working in 1920,'éhd five
of them had a department dealing with Tropical digeases. The number
of officers and men attsanding was large and over two hundred thou-
‘ . , . . :
sand treatments wére administered.

The Ministry of Pensions provide Doctors and make & capi-—
ﬁation grant per q@ée, whioh‘however as a rule is inadequate for
the establishment and meintenance of the clinics, as the expenses
connected ﬁitﬁ?ﬁ%bﬁisibn end up-keep of the electrical apparatus
are heavy.

Fully qualified ilasseuses are employed at government
rates end paid by the Red Cross which also provides the necessary
premises, furniture, hea?ing, etc., as well as the clerical staff,
while the ilinistry make themselves responSible for ﬁhe appointment
end payment of consultants end the cost of prescriptions.

The establishment of the Troricel Dizeases clinic is
8 recent development anc. to each of thsse institutions organised
by the Red Cross a government grant is given,

.The work done in_tho clinics is es useful es varied, and
the increasing official assistance ig a proof of the excellence of
the work accomplished.

It may be added thatimuch 0f the treatment is carried out
at.hours which permit the men to do their day's work and visit the

clinic in the cvening.




ACTIVITIZS AMONG THEZ GRIZK REFUGLE

Tn January last the British Red Cross took over the medical
administration of the refuges hospitals and camps at Stringes
and Klonrides, situated a few miles from Athens, where refugees
suffering from typhus, smallpox and pneumonia were being trea-
ted.Special attention was given to the sanitation of these
camps which hithsrto had besen in e very bad state. The hospi-
tals were put under the charge of British medical personnsl and
the necsessary hospital equipment end nedicines supplied.Typhus
and snallpox were prsvalent when the Briiish Red Cross took over
the medical administration, but since the Socilety has been in
chargs of the work there has been a radical change for the bet-—
ter, and the hsalth of the camps has very greatly improved.Tb
is hoped that the afforts now being made by the British Red
Cross will bring about a marked recuction if not an entire era-—
| dication of infections diseases et this centre.Other diseases
are however still prevalent, such as enteritis,pneumonia, dy-
sentery and general debility.

ﬁ There has beer a congiderable increasc 04 sysentery
among the refugees concentratsd in this arca during the recent
hot weather.The spproximete mumcsy of in-pationte weekly in ths

Stringss Hospital is 1I5bH and out-patientes 220.

; In 2upril last the British Red Cross opened a hospifal

: of T20 veds at Drama, in which district a large number of re—

@ : fugeses have beer concentrated, a numder of whom have suffered

| from infectious diseasss.The hospiter has been established in

three buildings, wnich wers reconily completed, and intended

for am orplianage, Hut wsre graciously placed at the disposal

of the Socisty by the Greek Govervmsnt.The buildings are in

; every way most suiteble for a hospital,being situated on high

i ground on ths outskirts of the Town,where thers is an ample

supply of water.This hospital has Dbeen Tully equipped to deal

with medical and surgical cases.Ths hospitael is under the charge

i of British medical personnel. and in s rscent repcrt receivsd
from the Socisty’s Chiel Wedical #dviser, Sir Patrick Hehir, he

states that witaout exaggeratior the installation of the British

Red Cross Hospital at Drama may be described as the best of all

efforts that have been made in the direction of medical relief

for ths Creek refugses. |

¥ This Hospital is the only one in the district where
surgical cases can bs treated; there is elso no other infectious I
diseases hospital in this erea.it has been found necessary la-—
tely to increess th2 number of Peds as the hospital has been
contifiuwally ful: since its inaugaration. The weekly numbsr of i
in-patients is approximately 30C and the weekly number of out-
patients 400.The chief diseases ih th2 Drama District are mala-—
ria,tuberculosis, infantile enteritis, dysentery and typhoid fe-

ver.There has rscenitly beer a merked increase In the number of

] malsria cases, axnc in a telegram just raceived from our Chief “

i Medicel Adviser, he ztates thal there is certein to be a sever ;
epidemic oFf maliaris ir The ecarily Auvtumn.large quantities of ’ i

-l _ quinine have recently been despeichad tc our hospital at Dranma. p
:

ns British Eed Cress took over the sdministration
of Lady Rumboid’'s Hospital. situated at Palazli in Western Thrace
in the centre of the area which has been allotted by the Greek
Government for colonissiion purposes.llumerous colonics have r.ow !
been established, and a large rurber 2f refugess are being |




- 8 —

emrployed on thu land. His hospital has received additional
equipment and madical suppliss ard is being maintained in an
efficient state to cope with the medicel requirements of the
district..

Dispensarics have beeén established in every colony
and each has beer equippsd with field medical and surgical
panniers, complete in every detail.Serious cases which cannot
be dealt with at ths dispenseriss are conveyed by motor arbu-
lance to the maian noespital at Palazli. The Society have also
provided tents, blanksts and clothing for the refugee colonics.
The nmmber of in-patients treat«d weekly at this hospital is
epproximately I35 and out-petients 260; this does not include
the numbers treated at the dispensaries in the out-lying colo-—
ni=s.

Apart from the maintenance of the three hospitels re—
ferred to above, the British Red Cross is supplying vaccines
and nedical requirements to other refugss centres,where infac-
tious and other dissessesnare prevalent.Tentd and clothing have
also been supplied.

The death rate eamong the refugses is still high and
nany deaths are cccuring from enteritis, pneumonia,dysentery
and general debility, due chiefly to the comparatively limited
recuperative power of these unfortunete pseople.

The monthly cost of mainvaining and supplying the hos-
pitels ebove roferred to is % 2 COC sar month;unless this sum
is forthcoming by the end of Jul7 the British Red Cross will
hand their hospitals over to ths futhorities in Greece who
state that thsy are unable to meintein them without outside
assistence.
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PTACE  WORK

The various spherses of work undertaken under this heading
have been carried out by the Joint Council of the Order of St.
John and the British Red Cross Society,bodies which in co-ope-
ration performed such valuable services during the late war and
which, while continaiﬁg their activities withl ex—service ne ;
have, since the ariiistice, been engaged on a peace progremme on

the broadest linses.

A. Public Health Activities

(1) Health Lectures: In 1621 an interesting expsriméﬁt was
carried out in several counties in conjunction with the Federa-—
tion of Womens Institutes. Lrrangsments were made for the giving X
of Health Lecturss to wonen in rurel areas and a syllabus wak
drawn up which extended to seven lactures dealing with such sub- [‘
jects as: - Gensrsl Physioclogy, the Digestive System, thé Skin,
Hygiene of the Home anc the Village K Personal IHealth of th8 Fami-
ly, the Child, the Schoclbory z2nd giri, the IFather and liother. |
This experiment was so much appr5 iaced that in the Winter of
I1021-22 these lacturcs wers ﬁéld in over 30 countzies and it is
hoped that the couiag Wintér will ree 2ed Cross Health Lectures
instituted genrerelily throughoat ngland.

i
(2) Medical Sunply Dépots.fnother RBranch of work which is

proving sucdesBful is that carricd out by the liedical Supply bé— ]
pots which have Deen set up to supply sick room requisities on
loan to poor people who cannot afford to buy them.. house or room
is obtained and stocked with a large varizity of articles needed
in the sick room and meny of which erc costiy to purchase.local

doctors, village nursss, health visitor

m

, etc, make a written
request that a certain sick person should be provided on loan
with certein articles, for ezamp.c. watsr bed, air pillow or

bath cheir.The caerge made Tor hire is on the lowest scale.



( 3 ) Cancer Appeal. In May 1923 a body of men distuhguished

in medicine and science inaugurated a movement called the British
Bmpire Cancer Campaign and approached the British Red Cross So-
ciety to assist them in appealing to the public for funds fcf their
object. The Council of this cempaign made it quite clear from the
outset that it had no intention of interfering with the researcﬁ‘
work already belng carrled out.Individuals and Instltutlons now
Worklng on the Cancer problem will be helped and encouraged and.
Were practlcable flnanc;ally agsisted. In this way 1nvest1gat10ns
can be carried out Simultaneously.along many lines and the results
of their enquiries will be brought into the cormon stock of know—
~ledge. A discovery in any one branch will be made known to all,and
may lead to discoveries in other branches.
~ The Brltlsh Red Cross Society has willingly placed its

organlsatlcn and machlnexy at the disposal of - -the Council of the_ B

Campalgn.

B. General Activities

1 .~-Home Service Ambulence Cormittee. The Home Service Ambu- “
: lance Committee was Tormed to establish a Motor Ambulance 3ervice

in Jngland Ireland and Wales which would afford neans for rapldly

and eaully conveying sick and dissbled (especially those in raralﬂﬁ

areas) to the place Where curatlve treatment’ could be most effi-

ciently obtalned

) ‘ | At the date of the erlstlce in I9I8, the Joint Socle-.”
' ties wefe in pOSSBSSlon of a great fleet of motor ambulances pro—'u'w
vided during the War for the trensﬁor%‘cf the wounded, of these the
best were selected for use in country districts, and wére placed

approx1mately thirty miles apart.

At the end of Liarch 1922, over %00 vohicles wore enégégdﬂ~ 1
in this service and rearly 54;@6@1pe%iéﬁfs had been -carricd. |

The local Red Cross authorities receive the ambulances on
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loen from the Comzittee et Headquerters in London, and are res-
ponsible for the entire cost of maintcnance.

To meet the requirciients of this service a lightexr type
of ambulence is being cvonstructed which will decrease the run-
ning expenses while equally ensuring the comfort of the patient.
The charges made for the use of the vehicle are most moderate,
and ir necessitous cases are frequently remitted.

It may be added thet large numbers of Thomas' splints were

sent to the ambulance centres throughout the country.These have

proved a boon in cases of grave accident at a distance from a hos-—

pital.

] .— Hospital Library The Librery was organised by the
British Red Cross Society and the Order of St.John in the first
place for the supply of literature to ths men of our Navy and Army
in hospitals. So greatly was this supply of books and periodicals
appreciated by the hospitel authorities that it was decided to ex—
tend the benefits for ren woaen and children in civilian hospitals
and in I920 the British Bed Cross and Ordér of St.John War Library
was reorganissd and the little cherged to the British Red Cross
and Order of St. John Hospitel Library.It is the only organisation
in Great Britain for pro&idin hospitals with a constant supply of
books and magazines.

During the year 1922, I3I& Hospitals,Sanatoris,Convales—
cent Homes, Infirmeries, 2tc, in Gréat Britain have been supplied
with libreries. An increase of 644 over the previous year.Large
parcels of books and megazines have been sent to Overseas Naval &
Military dospitals in ilalta, San Remo, Colcgne, Constantinopls ,
Bgypt, Palecstine; to ths British Hospitels in Lisbon and Huelve
and to Hospitel Ships proooodlng~£o the Zast.Demands Ffrom HOSpif}ls
are increasing deily and as wmany as IF.000 books are being seﬁt

N

out monthly.
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he Junior Jection of the British Red Cross Society was
inaugurated in June 1921 and its total strength at June 1923 was
aprroximately 102 Units, consisting of 2,000 members. A paid
Director was appointed in Januwary 1923, and a small Junior publi-
cation was commenced in April 1923, in the form of a supplement
to the senior Journal.

At its inception the objects of the Junior Section were
defined in accerdance with the recommendations of the League of
ded Cross Societies; the methods to be followed were indicated
only in general terms, except that the formetion of Units and the
adoption of uniform were recommended; development was, perforce,
left t the care Af the County and City branches of the Society.

The Junior Section has, therefore, developed principally
as a Cadet movement "Mothered" by the ¥.A.Detachments, which
are such an essential feature in the Red Cross Orgenisation in Great
Britain. Help to others is a necessary part of the Junior Programme,
but the movement has not develorec primarily as an aid te edu~—
cation in Health or Citizenship, as it has done in other countries.

As now constituted, its objects and methods are much the
same as those of a domen or so nlder juvenile organisations and,
consequently, while its growth could doubtless be accelerated by
vigonoﬁs methods, it is aprarent that it would still be limited,
and that the process would be open to a certain amount of reason-
able criticism from the supporters of existing organisations, both
within and without the Society.

This being the case, we have endeavoured to explore fully
the possibilities of regrganisihg the movement in Great Britain
as a School lovement with the teachers taking an active interest

in it. It appears that, if this can be attained, not only will
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there be a very much wider schpe for the moé%mnt than 18 possible
under its present organisation, dbut it should be mracticable so
to organise it thet members of other juvenile organisations may
yet belong to their School branch of the Junior Red Cross.
Tithout desire to dwell unduly &n the difficulties, it is
permissible to state that in Great Britaln, with its system of
decentralized authorities for Elementary and $tate-aided schools,
and with its metheds of tradition in the higher Secondary and

Public Schools, the introduction cof a new movement into the

Schhols is not without its complications, and that the »snly
method which can hope for success is one of graduel experiment
in selected districts.:

The indications are that, in Elementary and Stata-alded

Schools, a meovemeat which can prove ites value as an ally of the
’ ; y

official health teaching, may obtein the support of the
‘ authorities, which is essential; but these authdrities are di-
ginclined to admit to the schools a movement con the grounds
| of the aid it mey afford to education in Citizenship.. They
i are, generally speaking, inclined to say that they prefer to
educate in Citizenship in the Schools in their own way, and that
the place for juvenile organrisations whose object is Civic

¥raining is outside the schools.

!

If, therefare, Junior Red Cross i1s to succeed in Elementary

and State—aided Schools in Great Britein, it apnears that 1t must

place Health first among its objects, and that a progremme to J

arouse and stimulate in the children interest in Health,‘must be

framed in such a way as tc commend itself to the authorities.

As to the teachers in these Schools, the general ideals of the

Junior Red Crnss are likely tc appeal %o nany - among them. (

In the higher HSecondary Schools, ang especially in Girls,
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Schools, there is a possibility of a future for the movement
principally because of the opportunity which it affords for
organised help to others, though, here again, there are in Great
Britain societies which already woxrk through Schools with this
purpose.
Thate¥er the demerits of the existing organisation of the

Junior Red Cross, it does provide for a direct, though & small,
flow of recruits for the V.A. Detachments. Recruits in time

of peacé for the V.A. Detachments are essential tn enable the
Society to fulfil adequately its baslc purposz of the care of the
shck and wounded in time of war; but it may be that these recruits
can be obtained in larger nupbers through co-penation with sult-
able juvenile organisations already existing. Uith this ubject,
&b attempt is being made to place the wsasonrces of the Sochety

at the disposal of juvenile organisaticns, such as Scouts and

b

Guides, for instruction end examination in First-Aid and allied
subjects, with a view to interesting their mewbers in this work
and encouraging them to join, at a later date, the V.A.Detachments.
e feel that to spread among the yoﬁnger generation, whether
by assistance to existing organisations in technical Instructicn,
or by the evolution of a form of the Jdunior Hed Cross movement
suitabie to olir schools, the knowledge of wnat the Red Cross is

and hopes to do, is the surest way to strengitern its numbers

and t~ aid its work, of whatever natuwe that may be.

o




