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Executive summary

The Council adopted by consensus resolution 6, which called on the Standing Commission to 
continue its consultations with the aim of securing a comprehensive solution to the long-standing 
humanitarian issue on the emblems. The resolution stated that the draft third protocol to the 
Geneva Conventions constitutes an acceptable working basis for the resumption of negotiations 
when circumstances permit. It also called on the International Federation and the ICRC to initiate 
and pursue operational cooperation with the NS not yet recognised.

In adopting Resolution 6 by consensus, the Council took a significant step in demonstrating 
Movement-wide support for the draft third additional protocol and seeking closer operational co
operation between the Movement and the National Societies not yet recognised because of the 
emblem issue. In so doing, the Council outlined the main principles for a future approach, which 
would remain valid until the time was ripe for the diplomatic conference to be held. To further 
pursue the matter, the Commission employed a twin track approach: one track for continued work 
and consultations with States, the other for further development of operational co-operation with 
the National Societies concerned.

To assist and advise it in this work, the Commission appointed a Movement working group with 
representation from all regions, and from the ICRC and the international Federation (for the 
composition, see annex 1).

The group undertook to actively involve, and consult with, National Societies directly concerned by 
the emblem issue. It also consulted with other Societies and governments, especially with the 
Swiss Government as depositary.

The group found that a draft third protocol still constitutes the only valid basis for a resumption of 
negotiations to agree on a solution. It appealed through the Standing Commission to the Council 
of Delegates and to the 28th International Conference to proactively advance this objective.

Whilst a growing understanding of the importance to resolve this long-standing humanitarian issue 
and to ensure better protection for victims of all armed conflicts is emerging, the Commission 
regrets that the political situation still does not allow for the reconvening of a Diplomatic 
Conference on an additional third protocol.

Regarding operational cooperation, the group recommended that it should be extended to all NS 
awaiting recognition and admission, in order to prepare for their entry into the Movement. 
Experiences have shown that operational cooperation has contributed significantly to the 
involvement of the National Societies concerned by the emblem issue in the work of the 
Movement.

The Commission shares the conclusions reached by the working group and submits to the Council 
for its consideration a draft resolution on the emblem. 
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REPORT ON THE FOLLOW-UP TO 
RESOLUTION 6 OF THE 

COUNCIL OF DELEGATES IN 2001

1. Background

The Council of Delegates of the Red Cross and Red Crescent called in its resolutions 2 of 1997 
and 1999 and resolution 6 of 2001 upon the Standing Commission to continue its endeavours to 
solve the emblem issue.

Following the 27th International Conference in 1999 a Joint Working Group on the emblems, 
comprising representatives of the Movement and of States, was established with a mandate to 
find a comprehensive solution, as rapidly as possible, which would be acceptable to all parties 
both in terms of substance and procedure.1

This Joint Working Group endorsed the proposal for an additional distinctive emblem, without 
national or religious connotation, to be established by a third Protocol Additional to the 1949 
Geneva Conventions and which would be recognised alongside the red cross and red crescent 
emblems. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) prepared a draft third protocol in 
consultation with the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(International Federation) and with members of the Joint Working Group.

The Swiss Government, as Depositary of the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional 
Protocols of 1977, convened a Diplomatic Conference of the High Contracting Parties relating to 
the emblems. As a result of the written consultations and of the Consultation and Preparation 
Meeting, which was held in Geneva in September 2000, the Depositary noted a broad consensus 
regarding the draft additional protocol and there was hope that a solution could have been 
formally finalised by the Diplomatic Conference.

Events in the Middle East in September 2000 created a situation, in which Switzerland had to 
postpone the planned Diplomatic Conference scheduled for October 2000 as the necessary 
conditions for achieving a consensus on the question of the emblems were for the time being not 
met. The draft protocol had been circulated to all parties on October 12, 2000.

The adoption of a third additional protocol would have required amendments to the Statutes of the 
Movement. As the Diplomatic Conference did not take place, the Standing Commission 
consequently also postponed the (then) 28th International Conference, which it had convened for 
November 2000.

In her report to the Council of Delegates in 2001, Mrs Christina Magnuson, the co-chair of the 
Joint Working Group and the Standing Commission’s Special Representative on the emblem, 
noted that in addition to ensuring true universality of the Movement The adoption of an additional 
emblem with no political, cultural or religious connotations would respond to pressing operational 
imperatives. We [the Movement] would gain an additional instrument desperately needed so that 
we can act more efficiently”.

1 Resolution 3, 27th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
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The Council of Delegates in 2001 adopted by consensus resolution 6, which calls on the Standing 
Commission to continue its consultations with the aim of securing a comprehensive solution. The 
Council stated that the draft third protocol constitutes an acceptable working basis for the 
resumption of negotiations when circumstances permit.2

2. Working Group on Resolution 6

The Standing Commission explored in depth its future strategy and actions to achieve the aims 
and objectives expressed in resolution 6 of the Council. To assist and advise it in this work, the 
Commission established in February 2002 an internal Movement working group (WG) comprising 
National Society (NS) personalities from all geographical regions, the ICRC and the International 
Federation. The main aim of the working group was to identify the various measures to implement 
resolution 63.

The Terms of Reference define the mandate of the working group as follows:
> To assist in the identification of operational cooperation initiatives arising out of paragraph 

9 of Resolution 6, and to support them by ensuring that the value of the initiatives and 
resultant action is well understood by all components of the Movement, including at the 
regional level; and

> To take account of and support the work of the Standing Commission to urge States to 
bring, as early as possible, the diplomatic process on the emblem to a successful 
conclusion with the adoption of draft Protocol III.

Specific mention was made that the group was to consult with the National Societies not yet 
recognised and closely associate them with its work.

The working group had its first meeting in April 2002, when it explored in detail its objectives and 
work to

> maintain the momentum of the process towards an additional protocol and to prepare 
States to react immediately to a reconvened diplomatic conference as soon as the 
situation would permit;

> continue to build awareness among National Societies and through them, the States, of 
the necessity to adopt an additional emblem for improved protection and assistance and to 
achieve true universality and unity within the Movement as defined in the Fundamental 
Principles.

The group decided to actively involve and consult with National Societies, those directly 
concerned by the emblem issue as well as other Societies and governments, especially with the 
Swiss Government as depositary.

In addition to promoting the adoption of a third protocol, the group also supported operational 
cooperation with the Societies affected and awaiting recognition by the ICRC and admission to the 
International Federation. The aim of this cooperation was to further build their capacity to provide 
basic humanitarian programmes and services in their respective countries and to establish a legal 

2 Resolution 6, Council of Delegates 2001
3 Terms of Reference for the Standing Commission’s Working Group on the follow-up to the Council of Delegates’ 
resolution 6/2001
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and statutory basis in conformity with the Guidelines for National Society Statutes and relevant 
International Conference resolutions.

2.1. Consultations with National Societies concerned

The working group heard the views and expectations of the representatives of the Eritrea National 
Society and the Israeli Magen David Adorn (MDA).

The representative of MDA underlined that the efforts to find a solution to the emblem issue 
through an additional protocol encouraged work to bridge any gaps in MDA's capacities and to 
prepare for joining the family. This work was largely interrupted by the postponement of the 
diplomatic conference. Resolution 6 of the Council brought new energy into this process through 
cooperation with other National Societies in areas of common interest while waiting for the 
situation to improve to pave the way for the formal adoption of the additional emblem and 
protocol.

The emblem issue affects the National Society of Eritrea differently from that of Israel. It hopes to 
use indicatively the double emblem of the red cross and the red crescent as foreseen in the draft 
third protocol (Article 3). The representative of the Eritrean National Society felt that the 
unresolved question of the emblem is a cause of concern and delay in the process of solidifying 
the position of the Society, both with regard to the government and the Society's pending 
recognition, and to its presence, performance and position in the country at large.

The working group took note of the fact that the two NS are working throughout the territories of 
their respective countries and are committed to developing their capacities in order to be 
compatible with those of other NS members of the Movement.

2.2. Consultations with other National Societies

Members of the Standing Commission as well as those of the working group have used the 
opportunities to inform and exchange views on the process with National Societies at all major 
Movement fora such as the International Federation’s regional conferences in Berlin (April 2002), 
Manila (November 2002), Santiago de Chile (April 2003) and at the meeting of the French- 
speaking African NS (ACROFA) in the Seychelles (October 2002) as well as at the 
Commonwealth Conference on I HL in London (February 2003). These consultations have 
confirmed the broad view that the draft third additional protocol provides a basis for resolving the 
issue of the emblem and thus improving protection in times of crisis as well as promoting 
universality within the Movement.

In October 2002 the Chair of the working group together with other members of the Standing 
Commission met with 16 members of the Organisation of Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross 
Societies in Damascus. Recognising the responsibility of the governments to negotiate and adopt 
the draft protocol, the consultations concluded in support of the resumption of negotiations on the 
draft protocol and the wish to see the protocol incorporate the principle of universality and achieve 
unity within the Movement and to have the protocol enjoy the support of all governments.

2.3. Consultations with governments

The working group met with representatives of the Swiss Government, speaking in Switzerland's 
capacity as depositary of the Geneva Conventions.
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They attributed highest priority to the completion of the negotiations and the adoption of an 
additional protocol. The Swiss Government maintains close contact with the ICRC and the 
International Federation as well as with key States party, relating to the emblem question of the 
Geneva Conventions in the hope that it will prove possible to resume the process as soon as 
political circumstances permit. A willingness to continue to work with the Movement in line with its 
efforts was expressed.

Informal consultations with other governments have indicated that, although there will doubtless 
be a need for final stage negotiations, the completion of negotiations on an additional emblem and 
protocol is more a question of timing than of substance.

3. Operational cooperation

Positive experiences have been recorded from operational cooperation. The Standing 
Commission recommends that all NS awaiting recognition and admission be included in such 
cooperation in order to prepare for their entry into the Movement. In this spirit, it also followed the 
evolution of operational cooperation with the Palestine Red Crescent Society although its 
recognition and admission to the Movement is not related to the issue of the emblem.

Operational cooperation has contributed significantly to the involvement of the National Societies 
concerned by the emblem issue in the work of the Movement. It has paved the way for a greater 
understanding of the role and functions of these National Societies and has led to increased 
dialogue with other NS, the ICRC and the International Federation.

Information on areas covered in this cooperation and on partnerships in operation with the NS of 
Israel and Eritrea is in annex 2 compiled by the International Federation in consultation with the 
ICRC and the NS concerned.

4. Recommendations

The Standing Commission is committed to the aims and objectives expressed in resolution 6 of 
the Council of Delegates. It shares with satisfaction the working group’s observations that 
considerable progress has been made since the 27th International Conference in 1999:

• A draft third protocol additional to the Geneva Conventions has been produced as a 
solution to the challenges of enhanced protection and respect for the emblems;

• The Swiss Government convened a Diplomatic Conference in 2000 although it was later 
postponed;

• A broader understanding of the aims and objectives of the draft protocol has evolved since 
its circulation in October 2000;

• Wide agreement is emerging among governments and National Societies on the draft 
protocol as a base for a Diplomatic Conference for its adoption;

• The concept of operational cooperation has been positively received and has led to 
significant partnerships between components of the Movement and National Societies still 
awaiting recognition and admission.

However, the Commission profoundly regrets that the final adoption of a third protocol essential 
for improved protection and respect for the emblems in situations of armed conflict has not been 
achieved. This has also delayed the achievement of universality within the Movement.
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Bearing in mind the progress made as well as efforts still required and based on its 
comprehensive analysis, discussions and consultations, the Standing Commission respectfully 
submits to the Council of Delegates for its consideration and decision a draft resolution in the 
matter.
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Annex 1
Standing Commission Working Group 

Follow-up on
Council of Delegates Resolution 6/2001

COMPOSITION

Chair: Mrs Christina Magnuson
SC Special Representative on the Emblem

EUROPE:

■ British Red Cross

AMERICAS:

■ American Red Cross

■ Ecuadorian Red Cross

ASIA:

• Jordan National
Red Crescent Society

■ Iranian Red Crescent 
Society

• Indian Red Cross

AFRICA:

■ Egyptian Red Crescent

■ Senegalese Red Cross

■ Uganda Red Cross

ICRC:

INTERNAT. FEDERATION:

OTHERS:

International Federation 
ICRC

Professor John McClure, Chairman

Mr Gerald Jones, Vice- President, 
International Services
Dr Enrique Ayala, Member of Board

Dr Mohammed Al-Hadid, President

Mr Mostafa Mohaghegh, Director General 
International Affairs

Dr Vimala Ramalingam, Secretary General

Amb. Omran El-Shafei, Chairman of 
Int. Relations Committee, replaced by 
Prof. Mamdouh Gabr, Secretary General

Mr Abdoul Aziz Diallo, Secrétaire Exécutif

Mr Tom Buruku, Chairman

Dr François Bugnion, Director

Mr Stephen Davey, Director

SC Secretariat

Mr Christopher Lamb
Mr André Pasquier
Mr Zidane Meriboute
Ms Helena Korhonen (Secretary of Group)
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ANNEX 2

Information on operational contacts and partnerships with

Magen David Adorn in Israel (MDA) and the Eritrean National Society

as presented to the Standing Commission Working Group on Resolution 6 at its meeting 
5 May 2003

(June 2001 to April 2003)

Compiled by the International Federation, in consultation with the ICRC and MDA and the 
Eritrean National Society
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Magen David Adorn

ISSUE ACTION TAKEN DATE COMMENT

Instituí ional communications and co-operation
Full access to 
Secretariat Divisions 
and Departments

Secretariat staff advised 
immediately after letter 
from Secretary General 
(SG) of 05.06.01.

June 2001 Works comfortably and well.

Communications - 
MDA and the Movement

May 2001

June 2001

Sept. 2002

Joint ICRC/Federation advertisement in Israeli media stressing 
importance of protection for MDA and PRCS ambulances and 
medical.
MDA included in all Federation publications: web site, directory, 
phone book, etc.
ICRC offered support for translation of MDA web site into English.

Briefing on the
Federation and Strategy 
2010

Federation Secretariat 
and Representative in 
Israel

Ongoing Updating is continuous.

MDA visits to Geneva 
HQ

Invitation in SG’s letter 
of November 2001.

Ongoing Visits by MDA President for meetings with the Federation and the 
ICRC, and to participate in meetings of the Health and Community 
Services Commission.
Visit by MDA International Department in September 2002.
Visit of senior management/governance team - originally planned 
for last quarter of 2002, now planned for September 2003.

Federation presence Federation
Representative in Israel

Dec. 2000 Position established and Federation Representative appointed 
(Dec. 2000 to August 2002). New Federation Representative in 
place since Dec. 2002. Since February 2003, the Federation’s 
office has been based in the new offices of MDA’s International 
Department (offices financed by ICRC).

ICRC presence ICRC in Israel and OT & 
AT

Ongoing ICRC has increased Co-operation Department from 1 to 2 
delegates in April 2002.
ICRC President visited MDA in October 2002.
ICRC and MDA discussing co-operation agreement (with signature 
anticipated by June 2003).

Movement co-operation Action included in SG’s 
letter of 05.06.01

Ongoing Monthly Movement co-operation meetings and special or ad hoc 
meetings on specific issues such as disaster response and
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preparedness, emergency response unit (ERU), vulnerability and 
capacity analysis (VCA).
Regular meetings between Federation Rep. and ICRC Head of 
Delegation, and between Federation Rep. and ICRC Co-operation 
Delegates.

External relations and communications
Plan of Action and 
pledges from the 27th 
International 
Conference (1999)

MDA invited to inform of 
follow-up actions (SG’s 
letter of 05.06.01).

Jan-Mar. 
2003

MDA and Federation Representative in Israel have worked on 
follow-up questionnaire to the 27th International Conference. 
Questionnaire to be completed and submitted to Geneva in April 
2003.

Statutory RC/RC 
meetings

Participation in
Federation General 
Assembly and Council 
of Delegates 
Participation in Asian 
Regional Conference

Nov. 2001

Nov. 2002

Participation took place with full speaking and participatory 
opportunities, access to working groups, etc. MDA President 
appointed, in his personal capacity, to Federation Health and 
Community Services Commission.
MDA President attended Asian Regional Conference (Manila, Nov. 
2002).

Participation in technical 
and experts’ meetings

Ongoing Action by ICRC and Federation leading to full participation 
opportunities in a range of technical and experts’ meetings (e.g., 
ICRC Legal Advisers meetings in 2001 and 2002, Health and 
Community Services Commission).

Participation in activities 
of the Federation as an 
international 
organization

Outlined in SG’s letter 
of 05.06.01.

Ongoing MDA consulted, as any other Society, on issues arising in 
multilateral meetings and in dealings with international 
organizations.
MDA invited to join Federation Delegation for XIV Aids Conference, 
Barcelona, July 2002, but unable to participate due to other 
commitments.

Bilateral co-operation
International Co
operation - contacts 
with other National 
Societies

Federation and ICRC in 
Israel assist with 
contacts

Ongoing

Nov. 2002
Mar. 2003

Bilateral contacts, including visits, from and/or to Spanish RC, 
British RC, Norwegian RC, German RC, Swedish RC, Swiss RC, 
Danish RC, Netherlands RC, American RC, DR Congo RC, Malta 
RC, Uganda RC, Canadian RC.
Memorandum of Understanding signed between MDA and 
AMCROSS.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has agreed to contribute to a visit by
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Uganda RC, to examine co-operation possibilities between URC 
and MDA.

Regional connectivity Federation and ICRC 
facilitate contacts with 
PRCS and Jordanian 
RCS

Ongoing

Oct. 2002

Oct.-Nov.
2002

Operational contacts between operational managers of PRCS and 
MDA. In the past, MDA has supported ICRC attempts to obtain 
special travel permits for PRCS management and to facilitate 
clearance for ambulances and supplies. MDA has on occasion 
made representations to the IDF in relation to PRCS medical 
services.
MDA, PRCS, Jordan RC and Egypt RC participated in NORCROSS 
ERU training in Oslo.
Paramedics exchange involving visit of paramedics from PRCS and 
MDA to Norwegian RC and of Norwegian RC paramedics to PRCS 
and MDA. Second exchange planned for April/May 2003.

Fundraising and strategic planning
Assessment of MDA 
development plans

Federation Rep. in 
Israel to discuss with 
MDA

Ongoing No formal action. Discussions take place on the importance of 
strategic planning and the need for consideration of the direction 
MDA will take as a National Society within the Movement and for 
work on development plans.

Fund raising issues Raised in SG’s letter of 
05.06.01.

Ongoing Discussions about MDA domestic fund-raising capacity continue. 
MDA and Federation looking at possibility of MDA participation in 
international fund-raising conference and RC skills-share (October 
2003).
MDA recognizes it needs a stronger domestic base and is 
considering how to develop this (e.g., professional fund-raisers, 
creation of a 'Friends of MDA in Israel' fundraising association).

Ongoing Discussions re fund-raising abroad continue. Some NS have 
initiated discussions with national Friends of MDA (e.g., British RC). 
Federation ready to take the issue further. Representative of UK 
Friends participated in official BRCS visit to MDA.

Disaster response and preparedness
Disaster Response Two Secretariat officials 

to visit MDA for 
discussions

Sept. 2001 Workshop with MDA, IDF Home Front Command, ICRC and 
Federation

ERU training Sept. 2001

Oct. 2002

MDA staff and IDF Home Front Command participated in German 
RC ERU training.
11 MDA staff participated in NORCROSS ERU training with staff
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from Egypt RC, Jordan RC, and PRCS.
FACT training Sept. 2002 MDA delegate participated in FACT training in Panama.

Disaster preparedness Ongoing Discussions on ERU and disaster preparedness in Israel continuing 
through regular meetings between MDA, the Federation and the 
ICRC. Plans for a roundtable in the 2nd half of 2003 under 
consideration.

Federation and ICRC to 
discuss assessment 
project

Oct. 2002 Position of Disaster Preparedness Coordinator established 
(financed by ICRC). DP Coordinator’s tasks are to (a) assess and 
advise on development of domestic DP projects and (b) advise how 
MDA can participate in, and contribute to, Movement responses to 
natural disasters.

Mar. 2003 Head, Emergency Department, MDA, invited to participate in 
Federation Induction course (May 2003). This visit will provide an 
opportunity for discussions with Federation and ICRC staff on 
disaster response, disaster preparedness and conflict 
preparedness.

Vulnerability Capacity 
Analysis (VCA)

Federation 
Representative in Israel 
to offer a VCA.

June 2001 Discussions on VCA initiated in 2001. To continue in preparations 
for roundtable on disaster preparedness planned for 2003.

MDA delegates and staff-on-loan
MDA participants in 
BTC

ICRC and Federation to 
help identify courses for 
MDA nominees

Ongoing Candidate took part in a BTC in UK (September 2002). Others are 
in the pipeline (Oslo in May 2003; London in September 2003).

MDA personnel as 
Federation delegates

Secretariat to make use 
of suitable trained 
personnel

Ongoing British RC has pledged funding. American RC prepared to 
consider funding assistance.
Federation and MDA looking for appropriate missions (e.g., FACT, 
ERU, Federation delegate).

MDA staff member as 
Staff-on-Loan in 
Geneva

MDA invited to 
nominate a suitable 
person

SG’s letter of
Nov. 2001

No nomination, as yet, for Geneva position. Current focus is to 
place MDA delegates abroad.

Co-operation on specific issues
Blood Services Federation 

Representative in Israel 
to discuss; MDA to

June 2001 MDA invited to join the Federation’s Blood Donor Recruitment
Working Group by SG’s letter of 05.06.01. Direct contacts 
established between MDA and the Federation Secretariat on blood
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nominate 
representative.

Sep. 2001

Aug. 2002

Oct. 2002

Mar. 2003 
2002-2003

2002

donation issues.
MDA Blood Services Director, Donor Recruitment System, attended 
8th International Colloquium on the Recruitment of Voluntary, Non
remunerated Blood Donors in Johannesburg (Sept. 2001).
MDA Blood Bank Director had the opportunity to meet other 
National Societies at the conference of the International Society of 
Blood Transfusions in Vancouver.
MDA Blood Services Director invited to give a presentation to the 
9th International Colloquium (Beijing, Oct. 2003).
Photos and abstract for Beijing Colloquium submitted in March 
2003.
Director of Blood Bank invited to contribute a magazine article and 
to comment on the guidelines for blood donor recruitment.
Article on MDA Cord Blood Bank submitted in late 2002/early 2003. 
ICRC support to the Blood Bank

May 2002 MDA Blood Services visit to blood bank in Shanghai, China.
EMS ICRC ongoing ICRC support to and operational cooperation with the EMS
Youth exchange Federation Rep. in 

Israel to assist MDA 
build contacts with other 
NS

June 2001 MDA remains interested in exploring possibilities for youth 
exchange with other National Societies.

Volunteers Action included in SG's 
letter of 05.06.01

Sept. 2001
Ongoing

MDA representative participated in training forum in Madrid, Spain. 
MDA and Federation Rep. in Israel to seek further exchange 
opportunities.

First Aid Action derives from 
SG’s letter of 05.06.01

Aug. 2002 MDA delegation participated in German RC First Aid competition.

Tracing ICRC action included in 
SG's letter of 05.06.01.

Jan.2002

May 2002
Aug. 2002

MDA Tracing Unit established in January 2002 with technical and 
financial support from the ICRC. Contacts established between 
MDA and American RC (Baltimore Chapter) tracing departments. 
MDA Tracing Officer paid visit to Baltimore Tracing Office.
Visit by MDA Tracing Officer to ICRC Geneva, Arolson, and 
Russian RC (financed by ICRC).

Organizational development and support to MDA International Department
NS Self-Assessment Initiated in SG’s letter of 

05.06.01.
July 2001 Questionnaire translated into Hebrew.

Code of Conduct Sept. 2001 Code of Conduct translated into Hebrew.
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Governance and 
Structure

Federation and ICRC to 
discuss with MDA.

Ongoing

2000-2001

2002

Federation Secretariat and Representative in Israel and ICRC 
continue discussions with MDA on alignment of its governance and 
structure with Movement requirements for National Societies. 
MDA began looking at the 1992 Regulations in light of the 
Movement’s minimum requirements for NS Statutes.
MDA Executive Council set up working group to review 1992 
Regulations.

International 
Department

Nov. 2002

Mar. 2003

MDA International Department established in November 2002, and 
acts as point of liaison between the International Movement and 
MDA. ICRC has contributed to the costs of establishment of the 
new office.
Draft cooperation agreement between MDA and the ICRC under 
discussion (with signature anticipated by June 2003).

Dissemination of RC/RC principles, humanitarian values and IH
Dissemination/IHL Action included in SG’s 

letter of 5 June 2001
Ongoing

2002

ICRC and Federation participation in first two MDA training of 
teachers courses on IHL dissemination and RC/RC principles in 
Jan. and Feb. 2002. Additional training courses planned.
MDA decided that all training courses, for staff and volunteers, will 
include a component on IHL, the Movement and the Fundamental 
Principles.
MDA first aid courses and training for youth volunteers, ambulance 
drivers, paramedics, etc., now include this.

Dissemination materials
- preparation/translation

2001

2001-2002

MDA produced a 34 page booklet “International Humanitarian Law” 
with information on IHL, the Movement and MDA. To be revised in 
2003.
ICRC translated and edited the Parliamentarians’ Handbook, 
“Respect for IHL” into Hebrew. To be published

Exploring Humanitarian
Law (EHL)

Ongoing ICRC is translating its EHL materials into Hebrew, and working on 
MoU with Israel Ministry of Education for incorporation of EHL into 
the school curriculum. MDA has attended meetings between ICRC 
and the Ministry of Education.
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Eritrean National Society

ISSUE ACTION TAKEN DATE COMMENT
Full access to
Secretariat’s Departments 
and Divisions

Secretariat and Feeder 
re-confirmed access to 
support

Ongoing Support is ongoing and well appreciated. (Support 
offered is greater than the absorption capacity of the 
NS.)

Briefing on the nature of 
the Federation, Strategy 
2010, change process etc.

Eastern Africa 
partnership meeting

June 2002 Full participation.
Separate meeting with new Federation President del 
Toro, with Head Africa department and with HORD.

Appeals Feeder work with NS in 
formulating Federation 
support

September 
2002

Eritrea Appeal is centered to support the 
organizational development of the RCSE

Appeals Special Eritrea Drought 
Appeal

December 2003 Emergency Appeal launched in December 2003, 
following assessment mission carried out in 
November. Appeal to assist 41, 500 beneficiaries over 
a 9-month period.

Appeals Revised appeal for 
Eritrea Drought, 
includes WAT/SAN 
component

December 2003 In addition to objectives and activities in original 
appeal, authorities have requested the RCSE to 
intervene in neighboring areas where villages are 
facing a critical water and sanitation situation. Hydro- 
geological studies and assessment for these 
WAT/SAN projects have been undertaken and serve 
as a basis for revised appeal budget.

Assessment of 
development plans

Fed Rep involved in 
improving and 
integrating plans

Ongoing Emphasis in work of Fed Rep. NS implements 
Federation strategies by employing coaches at the 
community level. Operational January 2003.

Netherlands Red Cross 
consultant mission to 
Eritrea

September
2002

Aster field visit, workshop and discussions, proposal 
on capacity building of RCSE for 2003 finalised

Vulnerability Capacity 
Analysis

NBO delegation invited 
NS to participate in 
VCA ToT in Italy

May 2002 Candidate could not attend due to other work 
priorities.

- Food Security Amcross regional FS 
delegate mission to 
Eritrea

August 2002 Aster field visit and discussions, concept paper to 
OFDA - USAID submitted re integrated response to 
structural drought emergency
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ISSUE ACTION TAKEN DATE COMMENT
- Financial Development Invitation to Financial 

development workshop
May 2002 Head Finance Department participated in regional 

NBO workshop
- Financial Development Mission of regional FD 

delegate to Eritrea
June 2002 Next visit of regional financial development delegate 

to support RCSE financial systems and procedures.
- Information and 
Communication

Support received from 
regional Information 
delegate

September
2002

To facilitate the completion of special "profile" 
magazine on the RCSE.

- Information and 
Communication

Support from IFRC
Secretariat and
Regional delegation in 
Nairobi

Dec 2002 - 
April 2003 and 
ongoing

5 news interest stories on the IFRC website and 2 
press release

- Water and Sanitation Invitation to technical 
Wat/San workshop

July 2002 Head Relief department participated in regional NBO 
water and sanitation workshop

- Water and Sanitation Next mission of 
regional Wat/San team 
planned

October 2002 Follow-up mission to integrate with community based 
health interventions and to advise on appropriate 
standards of hardware interventions.

-Water and Sanitation Finalization of RCSE 
strategy on WAT/SAN

April and 
ongoing

IFRC delegation supporting the development

- HIV/AIDS Mission of regional 
HIV/AIDS delegate

April 2002 Second mission in 2002 of regional HIV/AIDS 
delegate to advise RCSE on strategic 5-year plan.

- HIV/AIDS Support and follow ups 
received

Ongoing Networking with partner organisations, technical 
support in preparing project proposals

- HIV/AIDS Next mission of 
regional HIV/AIDS 
delegate planned

November 2002 Third mission in 2002 to assist in finalising RCSE 
strategy on HIV/AIDS and to assist in training coaches 
to deliver health and HIV/AIDS community messages

-HIV/AIDS Finalization of RCSE 
strategy on HIV/AIDS

April and 
ongoing

IFRC delegation supporting the development

- Volunteers Invitation to regional 
workshop

April 2002 SG and Head Volunteer Department participated in 
regional NBO workshop

- Volunteers Delegate from Danish 
Red Cross expected

October 2002 Delegate should advise RCSE on appropriate 
coaching systems to support community volunteers at 
all levels

Population Movements Invitation to regional 
workshop

April 2002 Head of Anseba Branch participated in regional NBO 
workshop
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ISSUE ACTION TAKEN DATE COMMENT n
Basic training courses Candidate proposed 

and accepted for BTC
May 2002 With Federation support, Netherlands Red Cross 

accepted Eritrean candidate in their BTC. Evaluation 
of person was positive.

Self-assessment and 
performance 
measurement

Tools made available Ongoing With support from Regional NBO delegation self 
assessment made and submitted July 2002

Governance and legal 
support

Support made available Pending Proclamation by Government still pending

Co-operation with 
Federation and ICRC

Fed Rep and ICRC 
delegation present in 
Eritrea

Ongoing Fed Rep presence since early nineties

Co-operation with 
Federation and ICRC

Three new IFRC 
delegates arrived in 
Eritrea to support the 
food insecurity crisis.

November 2002 To assist the RCSE and build capacity during the 
operation on Improving Food Security, the following 
delegates have been based in Asmara: 
Relief and Logistics
WAT/SAN
Finance and Reporting

Co-operation with 
Federation and ICRC

Facilitation of monthly 
tripartite meeting

Ongoing To address common issues

Co-operation with 
Federation and ICRC

Tripartite production of 
RCSE "profile" 
magazine

Ongoing Magazine likely to be printed in October 2002.

Contact with other 
national Societies

Fed Rep liaison with 
other NS if and when 
needed or requested

Ongoing Contact with various NS (incl. Danish RC, Swedish 
RC, Norwegian RC, Netherlands RC, Swiss RC, 
Italian RC, American RC). Exchange programmes 
with Rwanda RC and Sudan RC have taken place in 
above period.


