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ACTION-ORIENTED PROGRAMMES FOR PEACE BUILDING 
AND FOR THE PREVENTION AND MITIGATION OF VIOLENCE

Resolution 7 of the 1999 Council of Delegates encourages National Societies or groups of 
National Societies to elaborate action oriented programmes on the prevention and mitigation 
of violence and peace building. As a consequence of this resolution some societies have 
explored how the Red Cross and Red Crescent can respond to a changing national and 
international situation. 45 National Societies answered also the enquiry by the Federation 
and ICRC how they had implemented this resolution.

A need for additional action from the National Societies in order to prevent tension and 
violence is increasingly also expressed both by States and by the Red Cross/Crescent 
volunteers in their daily work. Among many different topics, which are relevant for specific 
actions, the following are of particular importance:

• Building on traditional first aid training, insight and knowledge how to cope with 
aggressive people should be part of existing and new programmes;

• To support ongoing education, training and campaigns in non-violence;

• To establish platforms for dialogue among people of different creeds and ethnic origins;

• To support programmes aimed at building or rebuilding a global moral code, the aim of 
which could be to encourage people to listen to each other, especially the weak and 
vulnerable, and to serve the common good;

• To ensure that relevant humanitarian programmes help strengthen relationships within 
and between divided communities and thus contribute to reductions of violence as well 
as to ensure that all humanitarian work takes into account the fundamental human rights 
of the beneficiaries they serve.

THE RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT AND PEACE

Background notes for action

The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement was originally set up to care for 
the wounded on the battlefield, a mission that was later expanded to include care for all war 
victims and then for the victims of disasters and vulnerable groups in general.

The Movement's role has also been - and still is - to build peace and to prevent and mitigate 
violence, as frequently demonstrated through its various action-oriented programmes.This 
role is widely recognized within and outside the Movement.

Building on the longstanding efforts by the Red Cross and Red Crescent to contribute to a 
more peaceful world, the 1999 Council of Delegates adopted a resolution on peace in order 
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to respond more effectively to a dramatically changing global environment. Indeed, the level 
of violence and the proliferation of armed conflicts today call for new and extraordinary 
efforts on the part of States and civil society at large, not least the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent.

There is ample literature and widespread debate on the origins and causes of this increased 
suffering and destruction. The purpose of the present paper is to provide some background 
on the problem.

Nowadays political power is no longer expressed as expansionist ambitions, wars are no 
longer fought over boundaries and armed conflicts between States are no longer the major 
source of violence in the world. Economic players - States, large corporations and of course 
organized crime - fuel conflicts in different ways, which are often subtle and hard to pinpoint. 
New technologies, including worldwide communication facilities, make it easier for individuals 
to obtain lethal weapons.

The globalization of political and economic institutions and of cooperation among States is 
still in its infancy. At the same time the importance of the individual is growing worldwide, 
creating tension between global and individual interests.

The result is a chaotic world in which the number of victims and the suffering they endure 
are on the rise. Even if it is a chaotic world, the Red Cross/Crescent remains a symbol of 
hope, humanitarian action and peace for the victims. Thus the situation demands urgent 
attention by the Movement, if the needs are to be met.

However, the Movement must also engage in dialogue concerning long-term involvement in 
education and training to prevent violence and mitigate the effects of conflicts, thereby 
contributing more directly towards peace building. Recent events, going beyond all 
imaginations, have demonstrated that human security cannot rely on military technology. 
Sustainable, peaceful societies - at both global and local levels - are linked to inner peace 
as a state of mind among individuals.

As a major humanitarian player, the Movement should undertake, through this dialogue, to 
spread knowledge of its fundamental principles, teach international humanitarian law and - 
as stated in the Federation Strategy 2010 - promote humanitarian values. While such 
traditional forms of dissemination must continue, far more needs to be done to meet the new 
challenges.

As a first step, efforts must be made to develop a common vision. Thus, there is a need to 
elaborate concepts and language that will avoid any misunderstandings regarding the aims 
to be attained. Furthermore, in view of the present dramatic world changes, the Movement 
should undoubtedly be more open to debate and form alliances with other organizations that 
have placed the teaching of basic values on their agendas.

A way forward could be to embark on a new long-term educational effort. Over the years the 
Movement, in particular the National Societies, has provided training in many areas. An 
aspect of this work that is known the world over is instruction in first-aid, which involves 
lifesaving techniques. By engaging in another kind of training effort, one to provide "first aid 
for the soul", the Movement can play an even greater role in preventing violence. This would 
include, for example, psychological support programmes for women and children affected by 
armed conflicts.

By becoming involved in new areas of endeavour, the Movement could make a more 
effective contribution towards building peace both at local and global levels.


