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CD 99/DR/6/1
Original : English

September 1999

IMPLEMENTATION OF SEVILLE AGREEMENT

DRAFT RESOLUTION

The Council of Delegates,

recalling that in its resolution 6, the 1997 Council of Delegates adopted by consensus 
the Agreement on the Organisation of the International Activities of the Components of the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement,

noting with appreciation the Report on the Implementation of the Seville Agreement for 
the years 1998-1999 submitted to the Standing Commission by the ICRC and the 
International Federation,

further noting that this Report includes also the report of the ICRC/Federation task force 
on functional cooperation established in accordance with Resolution 7 of the 1997 Council 
of Delegates,

thanking the National Societies of Afghanistan, Canada, Mozambique, Sweden, the 
United Kingdom and Zimbabwe for their involvement in the functional cooperation task 
force,

recalling the need for a component of the Movement carrying out the responsibility of 
lead agency, to consult all its partners on a regular and timely basis, and for all Societies 
participating in a given operation to fully integrate their contribution into the general 
framework designed by the lead agency;

requests the International Federation and the ICRC, when leading the operations for the 
Movement, to further enhance the long-term operational capacity of the National Societies 
affected by a disaster or a conflict;

further requests the International Federation and the ICRC to develop proposals for a 
possible overall strategy for the Movement, and invites the Standing Commission to lead 
consultations on that matter with all interested National Societies and to report on the 
progress made to the next Council of Delegates.



CD 99/DR 7/1 
Original: English

DRAFT RESOLUTION

The Movement’s Policy on Advocacy

The Council of Delegates,

welcoming the followup given to its debate at the 1997 Council of Delegates on the 
subject of advocacy,

taking note of the paper presented to the Council of Delegates and entitled ‘The 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement’s Involvement in Advocacy”,

recalling that advocacy, i.e., "pleading in support of, supporting or speaking in favour of 
someone (a cause or policy)", is a part of the Red Cross/Red Crescent mission, in addition 
to or in support of services rendered to the community,

noting that whereas advocacy may normally be pursued through dialogue with 
governments and other concerned parties, private diplomacy, communications, and 
conference or public statements of policy, there may be issues at the national or 
international level where, owing to their significance and the small likelihood of achieving 
change through traditional means of advocacy, a public campaign is deemed necessary,

1. encourages the components of the Movement to pursue advocacy initiatives through 
dialogue and private diplomacy on issues related to their mandates as defined in the 
Statutes of the Movement and taking into account their different capacities and 
operational environments;

2. decides, with regard to public campaigns, as follows;

• A National Society or group of National Societies considering the launch of a 
national campaign should bear in mind;

the need to do so in such a way as to maintain positive relations with the 
government or other organizations affected by the campaign,

the need, while considering cooperation with other organizations with similar 
interests, to preserve its distinct identity and 

the possible consequences for other components of the Movement.



International public campaigns launched to promote wider respect for international 
humanitarian law, better assistance to victims of conflicts and disasters, or a more 
effective response to the needs of the most vulnerable members of society, must 
respect the following criteria:

the launching of the campaign is prepared by early consultation with all components 
of the Movement, is based on their missions as defined by the Statutes of the 
Movement, and is agreed by the appropriate governance body,

through their operations and programmes, the components of the Movement have 
sufficient knowledge and experience of the issue to be raised, so as to be credible 
and effective advocates,

the desired outcome of the campaign is precisely defined and the long-term 
allocation of resources for running the campaign is clearly identified,

the lines of communication and decision-making relating to the campaign are 
determined within the Movement and mechanisms for evaluating the impact of the 
campaign are identified,

the actions to be taken and the messages to be put across are not expected to have 
a negative impact on the work of any component of the Movement or to severely 
jeopardize its identity or working relations with authorities or its operational capacity 
and efficiency.



CD 99/DR 8/1
Original : French

August 1999

CHILDREN AFFECTED BY ARMED CONFLICT

Draft Resolution

The Council of Delegates,

recalling previous Resolutions adopted by International Conferences and Council of 
Delegates, in particular Resolution 5 (Council of Delegates, 1995) and Resolution 8.1 
(Council of Delegates, 1997) relative to the protection of children in armed conflict 
and the role and action of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
in their favour,

seriously alarmed by the increasing number of children involved in armed conflict and 
by the tremendous suffering endured by those children, and deeply concerned by the 
seriousness and magnitude of the long-term consequences and the need for 
physical and psychological rehabilitation of children affected by armed conflict,

reaffirming the relevance of the objectives set out in the Plan of Action and the need 
to pursue efforts to ensure its full implementation,

1. takes note of the report “Children Affected by Armed Conflict” and the other work 
of the International Co-ordinating Group, set up to facilitate and monitor the 
implementation of the Plan of Action of the Movement, and thanks it for its work 
and contribution to actions taken in favour of children affected by armed conflict;

2. requests the ICRC, the International Federation and the National Societies to 
pursue and strengthen the implementation of the Programme concerning children 
affected by armed conflict;

3. invites all components of the Movement to better report on their activities in favour 
of children and to include this topic regularly on the agenda of all meetings of the 
Movement and urges the ICRC and the International Federation to re-examine the 
co-ordination mechanisms to make them as effective as possible and to develop a 
consultation process aimed at reinforcing the commitment to children affected by 
armed conflict;
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4. encourages all National societies to support, particularly through contacts with 
their government, the adoption of an international instrument prohibiting all kinds 
of recruitment and participation of children under the age of 18 in hostilities and to 
take steps to make this instrument applicable to both international and non 
international armed conflict, and thus binding on all parties to a conflict including 
non-governmental armed groups;

5. asks the ICRC and the International Federation to draw up guidelines for 
prevention, rehabilitation and reintegration of children in their communities in order 
to give direction to National Societies in their work in these fields;

6. asks the ICRC and the International Federation to report on progress of the work 
and initiatives undertaken within the Movement at the next meeting of the Council 
of Delegates.
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CD 99/DR 8/2
Original : English

August 1999

STREET CHILDREN

DRAFT RESOLUTION

The Council of Delegates,

deeply alarmed by the phenomenon of street children, their increasing numbers, the 
deprivation of their rights, and the abuse, exploitation and neglect experienced by 
them,

recognising their needs as one of the most vulnerable groups in society,

reaffirming the long standing concern of the Movement expressed most notably 
through the Council of Delegates Resolution 2/1995 and Resolution 8.2/1997 on the 
plight of street children,

recalling the efforts made by the international community to foster respect for human 
rights and in particular the rights of the child through the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and Resolution 51/77, Chapter VI of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations of 12 December 1996 which focuses on the plight of street children,

aware of the capacities and potential of National Societies to advocate the plight of 
street children, to contribute towards the improvement of their situation and to meet 
their particular needs,

1. takes note of progress made and the work carried out by the International 
Federation and National Societies in compliance with the Council of Delegates 
Resolution 8.2 in 1997, and thanks them for the work undertaken,

2. welcomes the establishment of an International Federation Task Force on Street 
Children and the preliminary work which has been carried out concerning the 
formulation of a Plan of Action, and recognises the need to reinforce these activities,

3. urges National Societies, as part of their action to improve the situation of the 
most vulnerable, to initiate, or to become more involved in street children’s 
programmes, and to focus their work on long-term strategies, including advocacy and 
prevention, leading to concrete and sustainable improvement in the health and social 
situation of street children,

4. urges National Societies to carry out such activities with due regard to the principle 
of child participation and the need for effective collaboration within and outside the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement,
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5. requests National Societies to actively support the Task Force on Street Children 
through the provision of the funding necessary for the continuation of its work and by 
providing substantive input and ideas for the development of a Plan of Action,

6. requests the International Federation to continue to co-ordinate the work of the 
Task Force in developing and implementing a Plan of Action.
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CD 99/DR 8/3
Original : English

DRAFT RESOLUTION

Movement Strategy on landmines

The Council of Delegates,

recalling that Resolution 8, point 3, of the 1997 Council of Delegates requested the 
ICRC and the International Federation, in consultation with National Societies, to elaborate a 
long-term strategy to address the anti-personnel mines problem,

aware that the National Societies have the capacity and the potential to help improve 
the situation of mine victims and meet their specific needs,

recalling also the Movement's concern in the face of the proliferation of these weapons 
and deeply alarmed by the horrendous suffering caused by the presence of millions of 
anti-personnel landmines throughout the world,

welcoming the entry into force on 1 March 1999 of the Convention on the Prohibition of 
the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their 
Destruction, signed in Ottawa in December 1997,

1. adopts the Movement Strategy on Landmines and urges all the Movement's 
components to implement it;

2. asks the ICRC to assume the lead role in this field and to offer advice and support to 
National Societies wishing to launch programmes within the framework of the Strategy;

3. asks the ICRC, in consultation with the International Federation, to follow developments 
in the situation, to support the National Society programmes and activities in the 
framework of the Movement Strategy on Landmines, and to report on the progress 
made to the 2001 session of the Council of Delegates.



CD 99/DR 8/4
Original : English

DRAFT RESOLUTION

International Criminal Court

The Council of Delegates,

deeply alarmed by the large-scale and continuing violations of international 
humanitarian law, both in international and in non-international armed conflicts,

recalling the obligation of States to put a halt to and to repress violations of international 
humanitarian law,

noting with great satisfaction the adoption of the Rome Statute for the creation of the 
International Criminal Court as a complementary tool for a more effective repression of war 
crimes,

considering the efforts already undertaken by the Preparatory Commission for the 
International Criminal Court with a view to draft the Elements of Crime and the Rules of 
Procedure and Evidence,

taking note with appreciation of the previous contributions of the ICRC and the 
International Federation to the negotiating process and the on-going efforts of the ICRC, 
especially to assist States in the drafting of the Elements of War Crimes,

1. invites National Societies to support all these efforts and to promote the ratification of 
the Rome Statute without making the declaration under Art. 124 of the Rome Statute, 
while at the same time encouraging States to comply with their existing obligation under 
international humanitarian law to repress violations of this law;

2. requests the ICRC to continue to participate actively in the ongoing negotiations in the 
Preparatory Commission, especially to work that the "acquis” with regard to international 
humanitarian law are properly reflected in the document on the Elements of War 
Crimes;

3. further requests the ICRC, in consultation with the International Federation, to follow 
developments closely, to actively keep National Societies informed, and to report to the 
2001 session of the Council of Delegates on progress made in establishing an 
international criminal court.



CD 99/DR 8/5
Original : English

DRAFT RESOLUTION

With regard to arms availability and 
the situation of civilians in armed conflict and post-conflict situtations

The Council of Delegates,

reiterating the preoccupation of the Council of Delegates with the easy access of 
combatants untrained in international humanitarian law, civilian populations and even 
children to a wide variety of weapons, particularly small arms, and their frequent use against 
civilian populations and in violation of basic humanitarian principles,

recalling the mandate of the 26th International Conference to the ICRC to study the 
relationship between arms availability and violations of international humanitarian law, as 
well as the Council of Delegates' resolutions 2(8) of 1995 and 8(4) of 1997 requesting that 
the role and attitude of the Movement on arms availability be clarified by the 1999 Council of 
Delegates,

welcoming the ICRC's new study on "Arms Availability and the Situation of Civilians in 
Armed Conflict" and its consultations since 1997 with all components of the Movement on 
this subject,

convinced that the proliferation of arms and ammunition can increase tensions, heighten 
civilian casualties, prolong the duration of conflicts and hinder the provision of humanitarian 
assistance to populations in need,

further convinced of the relationship between unregulated availability of arms and 
violations of international humanitarian law and a deterioration of the situation of civilians,

1. endorses the overall analysis and conclusions of the ICRC's study on "Arms Availability 
and the Situation of Civilians in Armed Conflict";
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2. calls on States to review their policies concerning the production, availability and 
transfer of arms and ammunition in light of their responsibility to "respect and ensure 
respect" for international humanitarian law and to assist and protect civilian populations;

« 3. calls on States to elaborate rules, based on respect for international humanitarian law, 
governing the transfer and availability of arms and ammunition;

4. calls on all components of the Movement to help ensure, during the 27th International 
Conference, that clear proposals for action on these concerns are maintained in the 
Plan of Action;



5. encourages National Societies, to the extent possible in their own contexts, to actively 
raise public awareness of the human costs of the widespread availability of arms and 
ammunition and of its implications for the fabric of international humanitarian law. The 
ICRC is requested to support such efforts by providing technical advice and information 
materials;

6. discourages components of the Movement from engaging in public debate on specific 
transfers of weapons to specific recipients in ways which could compromise the 
Movement's neutrality or operational capacity;

7. requests the ICRC, in consultation with the International Federation, to submit to the 
next Council of Delegates a report on Movement activities and international progress in 
this field with a view to consideration by the Council of any further steps which may be 
appropriate.


