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INTRODUCTION

When the Henry Dunant Institute submitted its report to the Council of Delegates at its 
meeting in December 1995, it gave an account of its contribution to the Movement for the 
past thirty years. The work of the Institute covering the years 1993 - 1995 was described in 
detail. The Institute wishes to thank the representatives of National Societies who took the 
floor under Item 9 of the Agenda.

Activities in 1996 and 1997 focused on fulfilling the wish of the member institutions to 
respond to the request of the Council of Delegates. Efforts were made to establish a close link 
between the Henry Dunant Institute, the Standing Commission and the Advisory Commission. 
The secretariats of both Commissions are presently housed on the premises of the Institute 
which helps carry out some of their tasks.

Pending the decision on the future of the Institute, its projects for 1996 and 1997 have been 
changed, some suppressed and others temporarily frozen.

At the time of writing, the Executive Committee and the General Assembly of the Institute are 
pursuing the study of its mandate on the basis of a consultant's report. The results of the study 
will be submitted orally by the Chairman of the Institute.





ACTIVITIES OF THE INSTITUTE IN 1996 AND 1997

This report is limited to a summary of the Institute's activities since the meeting on 2 
December 1995.

Generally speaking, the activities of the Henry Dunant Institute can be divided into two quite 
distinct categories: permanent activities that include research, training and documentation, 
constantly developing but not subject to substantial changes, and projects undertaken at the 
initiative of the Institute, the member institutions or even other organizations, subject to 
approval by the Executive Committee and the General Assembly of the Institute.

1. PERMANENT ACTIVITIES OF THE HENRY DUNANT INSTITUTE

1. Contacts with member institutions and National Societies.

The objective of the Institute is to co-ordinate research, conduct studies, organize training 
seminars and round tables, and to produce publications of interest to the whole Movement. 
The Institute has developed close relations with its member institutions and is able to provide 
consultations and information on request. Projects are discussed with different departments 
within the member institutions and logistical assistance is provided to help in the 
implementation of projects and the preparation of manuscripts and other documents.

Over the past three decades, the National Societies have shown strong interest in the Institute's 
work. There is now a network established between the National Societies and the Institute 
offering logistical and intellectual support as well as recommendations of interest to the whole 
of the Movement. Statutory meetings of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement at the end of 1995 were an excellent opportunity to develop personal contacts with 
the National Societies and their representatives during their stay in Geneva.

During these past years, the Institute has received an increasing number of visitors from the 
National Societies. In 1996 and 1997 it received groups from the National Societies of 
Australia. Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iran, Japan. Korea, the Netherlands. Norway, 
Russia, Sweden and Yugoslavia. These visits are an excellent possibility to exchange ideas 
and receive advice regarding future projects that may respond to the needs of National 
Societies - and an opportunity for them to become better acquainted with the diversity of the 
Institute's activities. On several occasions, the Institute organized discussions and round tables 
on various aspects of the Movement, while its members have regularly taken part in meetings 
by giving courses or talks on particular themes. In addition, the Institute is frequently called 
upon to provide teaching material in support of all types of studies and research.

The Institute's annual course provides yet another opportunity to develop privileged relations 
with the National Societies, particularly with regard to the international activities of the 
Movement.

A few years ago, the Institute published a short brochure entitled: Directory of Training and 
Research Centres Within the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the 
up-dated version of which will be published at the end of the year. As we have already 
suggested, it would be interesting for all the Red Cross and Red Crescent centres to organize a 
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round table, to develop mutual co-operation, to examine projects that might be undertaken 
jointly and to make proposals for the development of research and training activities within 
the Movement. Some National Societies turn to the Institute for information on the creation of 
training and research centres, for example the Red Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran.

When requested by National Societies, we have been able to recommend lecturers and 
documents necessary for the preparation of seminars. The Institute took part in the meeting of 
the committee on international law, organized by the Danish Red Cross, and participated in 
the Congress organized on 2 - 5 May 1996 in Cologne by the German Red Cross. The 
representative of the Institute participated, in particular, in the working party on mediation 
(Mediation: Ein Verfahren der Konfliktbearbeitung - Workshop A4). He presented the 
conclusions of the Institute's study on minorities and the prevention of conflicts 1 prepared 
together with Mrs. Petra Haumersen and Mr. Frank Liebe of the Berghofzentrum fur 
Konfliktmediation of Berlin.

2. Contacts with other organizations and institutions.

The Institute has developed contacts with other organizations, universities and research and 
training centres outside the Movement that are interested in humanitarian questions and 
pursue activities that may be useful to the Movement as a whole. The Institute has thus 
maintained and strengthened the development of relations with academic institutions such as 
law faculties and departments of political sciences and international relations of different 
universities.

The raison d'etre of the Institute might be conceived as follows: to be a constant bridge 
between the Movement and the academic world. The Institute should always remain a bridge 
in two ways. Firstly it should encourage the interest of the Movement and of National 
Societies in the results of research undertaken elsewhere. The Institute is fully capable of 
providing all the components of the Movement with information, results of studies, lists of 
publications and existing possibilities for training throughout the world. This type of exchange 
of information might take the shape of a twice-yearly bulletin. Secondly, another purpose 
should be to develop close co-operation with training and research institutions outside the 
Movement so as to share with them the activities of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement and to inform them of the needs of humanitarian institutions in the field 
of research. The Institute would thus be able to explore fields of interest in which the entire 
Movement might profit and solicit the skills of external institutions and universities.

Close relations have been maintained for a great many years with organizations such as 
UNESCO. UNITAR, the Council of Europe (Human Rights Directorate), the International 
Institute of Humanitarian Law (San Remo), the International Institute of Human Rights 
(Strasbourg), the International Human Rights Service (Geneva), the Minority Rights Group 
(London), the Hoover Institution on War, Revolution and Peace (Stanford), the Centro Studi 
per l'Evoluzione Umana (Rome) as well as different human rights institutes in Finland, 
France. Norway and Russia. These relations have offered an interesting opening with regard 
to interests common to the Movement and these institutions. The members of the United 
Nations Committee for Human Rights have also visited the Institute and learned about its 
programme. The Institute received the participants of the International Training Course in

Erster DRK-Zukunftskongress. 2 Bis 5. Mai 1996 in Koln. Deutsches Rotes Kreuz. 1996. pp. 109-112. 
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Security Policy, organized by the Graduate Institute of International Studies. Some 
organizations such as the Institute for Human Rights (Abo Akademi University of Turku in 
Finland) have applied to the Institute for advice on documentation regarding international 
humanitarian law.

In 1996, the Institute continued its co-operation with the Henry Dunant Society. Its President, 
Mr. Roger Durand, gave lectures on the life and work of Henry Dunant and made 
recommendations for the Museum of the Henry Dunant Institute.

In 1996 and 1997, the Institute has developed closer co-operation with the Federal and 
Cantonal Authorities. It organized a seminar for cultural attachés in Switzerland. Members of 
the Institute also participated in the European Days for Cultural Heritage organized by the 
City of Geneva and the Republic and Canton of Geneva in September 1996. The association 
"Rencontres du lundi", which brings together Swiss citizens and foreigners living in Geneva, 
visited the Institute on 2 June 1997.

On several occasions, the Institute was invited to give lectures or to participate in round tables 
organized by non-member organizations.

♦ In September 1996, the Institute was invited to give a series of lectures for the summer 
programme entitled "Quelle paix en 1994" organized by the Geneva Peace Research 
Institute (GIPRI). Staff members, Miss Daniela Egger and Mr. Joel Mermet. presented 
the Institute's recent projects regarding family reunification and street children.

♦ In November 1995, the Spanish Red Cross invited the Institute to participate in the human 
rights week: "Derechos Humanos, Solidaridad y Desarrollo" (Human Rights, Solidarity 
and Development).

♦ At the invitation of the ICRC, the 
acting Director gave several 
lectures at the seminar for 
university teachers of the Russian 
Federation that took place at 
Sergiev Pasad (formerly Zagorsk) 
from 21 to 30 August 1996. He 
led a working group on the 
protection of the wounded, sick 
and ship-wrecked and on the 
protection of cultural property 
during armed conflicts.

The University of Syracuse 
regularly organizes study visits to 
Geneva for its students so that 
they may see and have a better 
knowledge of the international 
organizations in Geneva. For some 
years these groups have routinely 

Pamela ALASKY, University of Pennsylvania wrote: "[my
internship] was a valuable experience for me, which I believe will be 
the foundations for both future study and work for the Red Cross. 
For information and records. I have included a copy of the final paper 
and ... article that I wrote for the local newspaper (front page) based 
on my experiences in Switzerland this summer ... I am also interested 
in working on any project pertaining to IHL that might arise with the 
American Red Cross."

In her article, after describing her contribution to the working paper 
on family reunification. Pamela wrote that she is one of 100 national 
instructors recently trained to present the American Red Cross's 
newly released International Humanitarian Law Education Program. 
Both the International Movement and the Americn Red Cross have a 
commitment to the dissemination of the principles of international 
humanitarian law. including elements of the law. the application and 
relevance of IHL to both local and international communities, and its 
importance to a more peaceful world.

"As an American Red Cross IHL instructor. I am qualified to provide 
programs ranging from an in-depth, eight-hour class to a brief 20- to 
30-minutes presentation to local groups. During the remainder of the 
summer. I would be happy to speak to any interested groups about 
Switzerland, the role of the International Red Cross Movement in the 
world today, and especially the general principles and importance of 
international humanitarian law. Feel free to contact me to schedule a 
presentation at 734-4340".
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come to the Henry' Dunant Institute to attend courses presented by staff members, relating 
to on-going projects.

♦ The acting Director has also given lectures on the theme : "How to apply international 
humanitarian law" at the Catholic Students Foyer in Strasbourg, attended by some 200 
students.

♦ At the request of UNESCO the Institute organized a programme of visits and 
consultations with humanitarian organizations in Geneva to enable them to set up a 
non-governmental organization for the protection of cultural property.

♦ On several occasions the Institute was consulted by the secretariat for the study of the 
influence of armed conflicts on children. The study is directed by Mrs. Graqa Machel.

♦ In April 1997 a consultation on the international penal court, organized by "Redress" of 
London, took place at the Institute.

♦ At the request of the University of Birmingham, the Institute participated in the 
postgraduate programme for jurists of Central and Eastern European countries. It was in 
charge of the teaching of international humanitarian law.

3. Consultations

National Societies and other organizations frequently call on the Institute to obtain basic 
documents for specific studies and research. For example, when it organizes seminars on 
human rights for the police forces or agents of penitentiary administrations, the United 
Nations Centre for Human Rights consults us regularly for experts and teachers.

The promotion and encouragement of studies on humanitarian issues remains a principal 
function of the Institute. The Institute would like to set up a data bank or a directory of human 
rights or international humanitarian law experts who might be of service to the National 
Societies and other organizations interested in humanitarian questions. Such a data base 
would considerably facilitate the preparation of training seminars or any other activity 
requiring the collaboration of experts. With very modest means, the Institute has established a 
list of experts in human rights and international humanitarian law which is useful for its 
research work but which also enables us to give information when required.

4. Interns and Fellows

For many years the Henry Dunant Institute has welcomed students. These interns make an 
important contribution to the implementation of projects which the Institute could not 
otherwise accomplish because of financial constraints.

The participation of these students in the work of the Institute may sometimes consist in the 
training of young volunteers or staff members of National Societies whom we often find later 
on in high Movement positions. More and more frequently, former interns who have finished 
their studies and have embarked on a professional career, contact the Institute to undertake 
pro bono research studies that the Institute needs. It goes without saying that such an attitude 
from our former interns gives us a great deal of satisfaction and clearly proves the usefulness 
of our training courses.
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We have established regular contacts with university departments and research institutes to 
define to which extent students would be able to undertake a training course at the Institute, 
lasting several weeks to several months.

In 1996 the Institute was happy to receive students from law or political sciences faculties of 
universities in the United States (California, Berkeley. Columbia, Fordham. Michigan. New 
York University, Santa Clara (CA), Syracuse (NY), as well as from China, Great Britain 
(Birmingham, Sussex), Italy, Japan, the Netherlands (Groningen), Sweden and others. During 
their stay the students were able to become acquainted with the Movement and its 
Geneva-based components inasmuch as they were working on the Institute's projects. 
Frequently former interns become volunteers in the National Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies. The Institute regularly informs National Societies when students from their 
countries have participated in research work at the Institute thus enabling them to keep in 
touch with these students. More than once has the Institute been able to provide vocational 
orientation for these interns. The interns work on the Institute's projects or contribute with 
their own ideas on various subject matters that they wish to develop. Thus, for example, Miss 
Kaoruko Kitamaru prepared a study on the human and material cost of civil war with Somalia 
as a case in hand 2. Another intern, Miss Stephanie N. Simonds, from Stanford University, 
published a study on "Conventional Warfare and Environmental Protection: A Proposal for 
International Legal Reform" in the Stanford Journal of International Law, which she had 
prepared during her training period at the Henry Dunant Institute.

Many interns help the Institute carry out its projects or prepare future projects, for example 
missing persons, sexual abuse of children, street children and discrimination against children 
in difficult situations as a result of their disability.

Several interns have attained important positions in international organizations: Mr. Diallo Issa, from Ghana, is the 
director of international conferences in the United Nations; Mr. Shamsul Bari, from Bangladesh, is director for 
south-west Asia, North Africa and the Middle-East at the HCR; Mr. Stuart Maslen. from Great Britain, is in charge of 
research in the study on children in armed conflicts at UNICEF, etc.

5. Promotion of Red Cross and Red Crescent publications.

The Institute disseminates Red Cross and Red Crescent publications, including those of the 
Institute, both within and outside the Movement. Over the past years the Institute has taken an 
active share in the promotion of these publications to a broad public. To this end. a Catalogue 
of Publications has been put out. so as to provide more specific answers according to the 
needs of readers.

Major works have been published these past two years and they have had an important impact. 
They include, for instance, Professor Hans Haug's book entitled "Humanity for All", 
(published in German, French and English) or "Child Soldiers". The French version was 
published by the Editions Le Méridien in Montreal and the Spanish version will be published 
this year in co-operation with the Spanish Red Cross.

Kaoruko Kitamaru, The Loss and the Benefit of Civil War. In the case of Somalia. May 1996, 15 p. 
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The Institute reprints out-of-print works which have been successful with National Societies 
and the public, such as Pierre Boissier's short book on Henry Dunant which is available in 
French, English. Spanish, German and Arabic. It has also produced an off-print of the work by 
Mr Yves Sandoz, "Les dimensions internationals du droit humanitaire", on the subject of the 
implementation of humanitarian law. Mr. Pierre Boissier's book on the history of the ICRC 
has now been published in Spanish. In 1996 it published the updated French version of the 
collection of documents, "Droit des conflits armés" ("The Laws of Armed Conflicts") by D. 
Schindler and J. Toman. This 1469-page work is the first to be published in French since 
1943.

The Institute also supports the distribution of publications of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross and the International Federation of Red Cross and the Red Crescent Societies as 
well as works by other publishers whenever they are useful to the Movement as a whole.

6. Documentation Centre/Library.

The Henry Dunant Institute library was established in 1971, in co-operation with the ICRC. It 
administers a large number of documents (11,000 monographs and 100 periodicals) of general 
interest for the Movement. This documentation is at the disposal of staff members at the 
Institute, staff members of member organizations of the Movement - the ICRC or the 
Federation - as well as of researchers from all horizons - international organizations, NGOs 
and universities - who wish to gather specific documents needed for the presentation of a 
lecture on humanitarian issues. The documents are lent free of charge and the reading room is 
open to the public. The catalogue has been computerized as well as the lending system; a 
bibliographical data base covers publications at the Institute's library as well as those of the 
ICRC.

The documentation centre is connected to Internet; information concerning the Institute and its 
publications as well as its annual reports are therefore now available on the world wide web: 
http://henrydunant.org
e-mail: institut.henry-dunant@itu.ch

Documentary assistance to National Societies.

For several years now, the Institute's library has ensured quarterly mailing to National 
Societies of index titles of periodicals available at the Institute or at the ICRC. This has 
acquired great popularity with National Societies as well as with national and international 
institutions. Several hundred requests have thus been satisfied, mainly from National 
Societies, national and international institutions, students and researchers. This useful service 
has been made possible thanks to financial support from the National Societies of Bahrain, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Italy, Monaco, New Zealand, Sweden and 
Switzerland.
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7. Archives and collection of rare books at the Henry Dunant Institute.

Ever since its foundation, the Institute has been collecting manuscripts and documents written 
by the founders and other outstanding Red Cross figures. The collection includes several 
letters by Henry Dunant and General Dufour, the personal archives of Dr. Frederic Ferrière, 
member of the ICRC and a pioneer in the protection of civilians in armed conflicts. In 
addition, the Institute has received the personal archives of Professor Hans Haug, former 
President of the Swiss Red Cross and the Henry Dunant Institute. The Institute also possesses 
extremely rare and old books dealing, in particular, with the history of the Red Cross and the 
evolution of international humanitarian law. The first and several other editions of "A Memory 
of Solferino". the books by Gustave Moynier and Louis Appia are frequently consulted by 
historians and students.

The archives also contain iconographies, documents illustrating the history and the activities 
of the Red Cross and a collection of engravings, medals, photographs and portraits connected 
with Henry Dunant. The Institute is particularly engaged in the collection of material 
concerning the life of the founders of the Red Cross, especially Henry Dunant. The material 
includes films, video cassettes, etc. The collection contains the personal letters of Henry 
Dunant on microfilm and was brought together by Professor Bernard Gagnebin and Mrs. 
Yvonne de Pourtalès. The originals of these letter have been deposited by the Henry Dunant 
Institute in the archives of the library of the University of Geneva. The Institute's microfilms 
also include correspondence by Gustave Moynier received from the Library of Congress in 
Washington.

8. Museum of the Henry Dunant Institute

Since its foundation in 1965 and particularly since the Institute moved to its new premises in 
the Villa Plantamour, generously made available by the City of Geneva in 1974, a Red Cross 
Museum was created at the Institute 3. It includes objects concerning the life and activities of 
Henry Dunant as well as old instruments of first-aid. military medical instruments, Red Cross 
armbands and other objects pertaining to Red Cross history. When the International Red Cross 
Museum was created, the Institute lent it historical objects such as the "Commune de Paris" 
poster collection on health services.

One room at the Institute is devoted to symbolic chronological diagrams 4 drawn by Henry 
Dunant himself during his stay at Heiden. In 1890 during a period of rest he began to collect a 
vast documentation on a system of philosophical and religious thinking in the shape of four 
large drawings. They reflect the complex vision of the world including not only the Red Cross 
but also very many other projects and initiatives that had occupied his life. He used these 
diagrams for his public lectures on the course of the world history 5. Four of these diagrams 
are known; three of them are the property of the Institute. The fourth belongs to the Swiss 
Red Cross but is permanently exhibited at the Institute. The pictures were presented at the

Schweizer Museumfuhrer - Guide des musées suisses - Guida dei musei svizzeri. Bern und Stuttgart. Verlag Paul 
Haupt. 1991. Nr. 211

4 These diagrams have been exhibited in Switzerland and abroad.

Felix Christ: Henry Dunant Prophète. Geneva 1988, 5 p.: Juan José Gômez de Rueda. Mais... qui est Henry 
Dunant? Fondateur de la Croix-Rouge. Tenerife. Henry Dunant Group, Editions l'Age d'Homme. 1981, 98 p.; Daniel Regli, 
Die Apokalvpse Henry Dunants (1828-1910). Bern. Peter Lang, 1994. 272 S.
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exhibition entitled "Disaster and Recovery", organized by the Swiss Institute at New York in 
April 1997.

Visitors to Geneva and especially groups from National Societies come frequently to the 
museum and often buy books published by the Institute and post cards. The Geneva Tourist 
Office includes a visit to our Museum among the excursions concerning the history of 
Geneva.

Furthermore, the Decoration Fund of the City and Canton of Geneva has recently decorated 
the Institute's premises with contemporary paintings that are now open to public viewing.

HDI/25 September 1997
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15.09.97
2. PROJECTS OF THE HENRY DUNANT INSTITUTE 

UNDERTAKEN AND IMPLEMENTED IN 1996 - 1997

In the previous pages we have described the general and permanent contribution of the Institute towards the Movement; its principal activity, however, 
consists in the realization of projects that change from one year to the other according to the needs of the Movement. These projects follow in chart 
form, with a description of the nature of each project and its results. Should you wish to obtain more details regarding the projects, we would be happy to 
send you the annual reports or to provide you with any other information you may need.

PROJECTS DESCRIPTION RESULTS
21 st annual course for 
National Society leaders 
(in Spanish)

22nd annual course for 
National Society leaders 
(in French)

Under its mandate of dissemination and training for the benefit of National Societies, 
the Institute has been organizing, since 1974, annual courses for National Society 
leaders and volunteers. The purpose of the course is to enable the participants to 
acquire or improve their knowledge of the nature, role, structure and activities of the 
Movement. The course is traditionally organized in co-operation with the ICRC and 
the International Federation. The programme consists of the following subjects: the 
origin of the Red Cross, the Fundamental Principles and the dissemination of the 
ideals of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the Movement's 
organization and international activities, the activities of the International Federation, 
that of the ICRC, joint activities, the emblem, relations with the international 
organizations, international humanitarian law, human rights, activities for refugees, 
information and means of communication, the objectives of the Henry Dunant 
Institute, the statutory meetings of the Movement and the future of the Movement.

During these past twenty-three years, over 500 National Society leaders have taken 
part in the courses. To understand the Movement as a whole is absolutely essential, as 
one participant explained, "to be motivated, to feel that one belongs to an active and 
structured whole, to have the possibility of very many discussions with experts, all of 
which are elements that enable each participant to have a concrete vision of the role 
and place of each component of the Movement as well as his own role as a member 
and a leader in a National Society". The participants publish information about the 
annual courses in news bulletins and magazines of their National Societies.

The 21st course took place in Geneva from 12 to 
24 May 1996.
There were 18 Spanish and Portuguese-speaking 
participants from National Societies.

The 22nd course took place in Geneva from 19 to 
30 May 1997, in French.
There were 23 participants from 23 National 
Societies.

The 23rd course, in English, will take place from
1 to 12 June 1998.
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PROJECTS DESCRIPTION RESULTS
Humanitarian issues and 
the question of values at 
the end of the millennium 
(colloquium on 
humanitarian ideas).

A large number of eminent persons of the Geneva region took part in a one-day event 
devoted to this theme on 8 May 1996. The day was organized jointly with the 
Department of Sociology of the University of Geneva, the University of Human 
Sciences of the State of Russia and the Henry Dunant Institute. This seminar is part of 
a series of meetings organized by the University of Geneva and other European 
universities (French, British and German as well as the Russian University of Human 
Sciences). The theme was subdivided into the following subjects: 1. L'humanitaire de 
la Croix-Rouge et d'Henry Dunant, presented by Mr. Roger Durand, President of the 
Henry Dunant Society; 2. Anciennes idéologies et nouveaux idéaux, presented by 
Professor Yuri Afanassiev, Dean of the University of Human Sciences of the State of 
Russia, Moscow; 3. Les civilisations sont mortelles (Valéry), presented by Mr Philippe 
Boullé, Director of Information of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs at the 
United Nations in Geneva and 4. Le XXIème siècle, métaphysique et religieux 
(Malraux) presented by Professor Patrick de Laubier, Director of the Department of 
Sociology of the University of Geneva.

The colloquium was held on 8 May 1996.

The proceedings of the colloquium were 
published by the University of Geneva in 1997 
and are available at the Institute or at the 
Department of Sociology of the University of 
Geneva (102, Bd. Carl-Vogt, 1211 Geneva).

Humanitarian issues and 
the question of values at 
the end of the millennium: 
Asia and humanitarian 
traditions.

A day devoted to Asia and humanitarian traditions took place at the Institute on 15 
May 1996 and in which many eminent persons from Geneva and its region 
participated. The event was organized jointly by the Department of Sociology of the 
University of Geneva and the Henry Dunant Institute. The theme was subdivided into 
the following subjects: 1. Humanity and Confucianism, presented by Mr. Yong Shik 
Hwang, Minister, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea; 2. Mozi et l'amour 
universel, presented by Mrs. Feng Cao, Institute of ethnology, Beijing; 3. Islam et 
humanitarisme, presented by Mrs. Irbah Keltoun, University of Geneva, and 4. 
Hinduism and its impact, presented by Mr. R. Sampatkumar, Secretary General, 
World Philosophers Meet.

The colloquium was held on 15 May 1997.

The proceedings of the colloquium will be 
published shortly by the University of Geneva.

In 1998, the Institute hopes to organize this 
one-day study on the following subject: 
Humanism and the civilizations of the New 
World 1500 -2000.
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PROJECTS DESCRIPTION RESULTS
Russia and the Red Cross 
(1917-1945).

At the request of the Russian Red Cross, the Institute decided to publish the 
translation of the study carried out some years ago by the Deputy Director of the 
Institute. Russian historians and staff members of the Russian Red Cross provided the 
author with ideas and additional material.

The study examines the importance of the Russian Red Cross prior to the Revolution, 
the role of Russia in international conferences from 1899 to 1907 and the 
transformations that took place in the Red Cross after the Revolution. Few people 
know that the International Committee of the Red Cross had a delegation in Moscow 
from 1917 until 1938 and had been able to carry out many humanitarian tasks during a 
difficult period.

The study is now in press in Moscow.

Street children The purpose of the project is to work out a strategy for the Movement. The strategy is 
the result of many contacts with non-governmental and inter-governmental 
organizations as well as that of the findings of six field studies. It determines the fields 
of action of the Red Cross and Red Crescent and stresses the challenges and 
advantages underlying work with street children. It had been thus possible to delimit 
the various needs that any National Society project for street children must respect as 
well as the principal difficulties accompanying such actions. This strategy will enable 
National Societies to design their projects by following certain guidelines necessary 
for their success.

■ Field studies carried out in six countries 
between December 1996 and June 1997, in 
order to analyse and compare National Society 
programmes and those of other organizations.

■ Contribution of the Institute to the colloquium 
on street children in Europe, organized in 
Strasbourg by the International Federation in 
April 1997. The Institute was in charge of the 
sessions concerning the rights of children and 
co-operation between organizations.

■ Participation of the Institute in the conferences 
of the European Network on Street Children 
throughout the World that took place in 
Amsterdam in June 1996 and in Brussels in 
April 1997. The Institute is helping to set up a 
data bank.
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PROJECTS DESCRIPTION RESULTS
■ Publication of the second edition of the 

bibliography on street children in September 
1997.

■ Publication of the second edition of the 
bibliography on street children in September 
1997.

■ Publication of a directory of organizations 
working with street children in September 
1997.

■ Participation of the Institute in different 
sessions of the United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of the Child.

■ Publication of the final report.

Children in armed 
conflicts.

The Institute actively participated in the elaboration of a plan of action to promote the 
principle of non-recruitment and non-participation of children under 1 8 years of age in 
armed conflicts and to take concrete measures to protect and assist child victims of 
armed conflict. The plan of action was confirmed by the Council of Delegates in 
December 1995.
In 1995, the Institute published a study on Child Soldiers in English. The French 
version was published in 1996. The translation into Spanish will be published in 1997 
in collaboration with the Spanish Red Cross.

The Institute participated in the meetings of the 
co-ordination group.

"Child Soldiers. The Role of Children in Armed 
Conflicts", by G. Goodwin-Gill and llene Cohn. 
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1994, 220 p.

The Spanish translation, in collaboration with the 
Spanish Red Cross, will appear in 1997.
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PROJECTS DESCRIPTION RESULTS
Family reunification. Following the colloquium organized in 1994 by the Henry Dunant Institute in 

collaboration with the Hungarian Red Cross, we decided to update and publish certain 
documents presented by the Institute on that occasion. In addition, the Institute will 
publish a collection of documents on family reunification and a training handbook for 
National Society staff members in charge of the question. The handbook was prepared 
by volunteer staff members in close collaboration with the ICRC and the International 
Federation.

The Institute has published an up-dated version 
of Sylvie Michaud's study "What is the family?".

The collection "Family Reunification - Selected 
documents" will appear in the autumn of 1997.

The training manual is being printed.
A study entitled "Family Reunification in 
International Law" is in preparation.

7th "Jean Pictet" 
International 
Humanitarian Law 
Competition.

Since 1989, the French Institute of Humanitarian Law at Clermont-Ferrand and the 
Henry Dunant Institute have collaborated closely to organize the "Jean-Pictet" 
international humanitarian law competition. Its main objective is to promote an 
interest in humanitarian law among students and in academic circles. Eight 
competitions have taken place since 1989 (Clermont-Ferrand, Montpellier, Geneva, 
Brussels, Montreal, Paris). The winners of the competition were received regularly by 
the Institute since 1993.

The Institute regularly receives the winners of 
the competition. In 1996, the preliminary 
training days took place at the Institute. The 
Institute also helped the Geneva winners who 
prepared the competitive examination in Russian 
organized in Moscow in 1996. A staff member of 
the Institute also participated as a member of the 
jury at the competition organized in Russia. The 
winners of the competition at the University of 
St. Petersburg visited the Institute. In August
1997, we received the winners of the competition 
of the University of Montreal. This team has 
prepared the working papers for the future De 
Martens competition to be organized in Russia in
1998.

Seminar organized for law 
students.

For many years the Institute has been organizing a seminar for postgraduate students 
from American universities, in collaboration with the University of Santa Clara. These 
courses are organized together with the American Red Cross. The programme includes 
an introduction to humanitarian law, international law, humanitarian organizations in 
Geneva (ICRC, the International Federation, the HCR, the Centre for Human Rights, 
etc.).

The seminars took place at the Institute in June 
1996 and 1997.
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PROJECTS DESCRIPTION RESULTS
Law of armed conflicts. 
Collection of 
conventions, resolutions 
and other documents.

In 1973, 1983 and 1988, the Henry Dunant Institute published a collection of 
documents on the law of armed conflicts. A French version had been requested many 
times since the publication of the last edition in 1943. The collection is the result of 
long years of work. It has also served for the preparation of a CD-ROM made by the 
ICRC. In 1977, the Institute began to prepare an abridged version for students as well 
a new edition of the complete collection in English.

The collection published in 1996 by the ICRC 
and the Henry Dunant Institute appeared under 
the title, "Droit des conflits armés. Recueil des 
conventions, résolutions et autres documents". 
Collected and annotated by Dietrich Schindler 
and Jiri Toman. Geneva, ICRC, Henry Dunant 
Institute, 1996. 1469 p.

Selective bibliography of 
international humanitarian 
law.

In 1985, the Institute published the "Basic Bibliography of international humanitarian 
law" which was very successful with students. Perhaps a full bibliography in book 
form is no longer justified, we feel, nevertheless, that a shorter bibliography for 
students would be still useful. That is why we have proposed such a publication to the 
ICRC.

The bibliography is under preparation.

Biography of Henry 
Dunant.

While there are many works on the role of Henry Dunant especially as the founder of 
the Red Cross, unfortunately there have not been any complete biographies of the life 
of this exceptional man. The only biography, recognized and appreciated by historians 
interested in this period and particularly the life of Henry Dunant, was written by 
Ellen Hart : "Man born to live", and published in 1953 in London by Victor Gollancz, 
Ltd. A re-issue of this book has been one of our projects for a long time.

Mr. David Gobbit, a former archivist with the 
British Red Cross who lives in Geneva and works 
at the Institute as a volunteer has taken on the 
up-dating of the biography. The Henry Dunant 
Society wishes to collaborate with the Institute in 
carrying out this work.

Directory of Research and 
Training Centres within 
the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement.

In 1994, the Institute published the first edition of this directory, the purpose of which 
is to make available to National Societies a practical guide regarding research and 
training carried out within the Movement, in particular the work of research and 
training centres. The new edition of this directory should also include references to a 
certain number of institutes outside the Movement that National Societies may contact 
if need be.

During the past years, the Institute has gathered 
documentation to update the brochure published 
in 1994 regarding centres existing in National 
Societies. Thanks to the help of our interns we 
have also been able to put together 
documentation on institutes outside the 
Movement.
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PROJECTS DESCRIPTION RESULTS
Handbook for the solution 
of problems and conflicts 
involving minorities.

The handbook was proposed in the study carried out by the Institute in 1993. Its 
purpose is to produce short, practical and informative guidelines for National Society 
leaders. The preparation of the handbook must be based on works already produced by 
other institutions. A table of contents of the project is now ready. The handbook 
should include a definition of the issue, methods for the prevention of conflicts and 
the search for solutions and the role of the Red Cross.

The Institute has collected material (studies, 
monographs, audiovisual material, etc.). We are 
searching for the necessary funds so as to be able 
to recruit a colleague to take charge of the 
preparation of the handbook.

HDI/September 1997.
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