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Following the Gulf War and the end of the Cold War, confident political rhetoric promised a 
New World Order. Surely now war could be confined to the museum and the arms trade a 
matter of historical interest only.

But no - as the threat of nuclear annihilation receded, attention focussed on the major 
conventional conflicts around the world. At any given time about 30 major armed conflicts 
have been in progess and in each of which more than 1.000 people have been killed - according 
to SIPRI. (The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute).

Rather than ending the arms trade - or even agreeing to cut it back substantially as seemed 
possible immediately after the Gulf War - we are now again seeing a boom in the arms bazaar.

The Swedish Red Cross published a report in June 1993 which has been highly appreciated 
and discussed. It concerns the international arms trade and other international issues of 
importance in our time.

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

* What role can the United Nations play in restricting the arms trade ?
*What are the causes of armed conflict which lead to the demand for weapons?
* Why and how- long must this cynical trade continue ?
♦What effective responses can humanitarian organizations make ?
* How can the pressures of supply and demand of weapons be cut ?

THE DEBATE MUST GO ON

As vast supplies of conventional weapons continue to be made and transfered to areas of 
conflict - as the International Community is still unable to solve most conflicts and as long as 
the killing continues in Bosnia, Somalia, Sudan and elsewhere - we have to continue the debate 
on how best to protect human life in situations of tension and conflict.

Look e.g. what the Under Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations, Mr. 
Jan Eliasson, said in a letter to Dr. Peter Nobel, Secretary General of the Swedish Red Cross on 
September 1st 1993.: ”This commendable and timely initiative constitutes an important step in 
efforts to adress one of the root causes of conflict” .

CONTRIBUTORS

Among the authors in the book you'll find the new President of the Swedish Red Cross, Mrs. 
Christina Magnuson, Dr. Peter Nobel, Lord Frank Judd, (formed Director of Oxfam), Anthony- 
Sampson, (author of the Arms Bazaar), Erskine Childers, (former UN Senior Official) and a 
number of specialists in peace research and conflict resolution issues such as; Ian Anthony, 
SIPRI, Dr. Roger Williamson, Susan Willett, Jan Oberg, Nicole Ball and Borje Sjoquist

DO YOU WANT A COPY?
We have brougth a limited number of copies to the meetings in Birmingham. If you 
want a copy of the book please contact the Secretary General of the Swedish Red 
Cross Dr. Peter Nobel, or his assistant Mr. Olle Marsater in the Swedish Delegation, 
during the meetings, or write to the Swedish Red Cross, P.O. Box 27316, S-10254 
Stockholm, Sweden.Fax nr: (46)-8-7836692 .


