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COUNCIL OF DELEGATES 
Birmingham, 29-30 October 1993

Draft Resolution

THE MOVEMENT, REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS

(Item 5.4 of the provisional agenda)

The Council of Delegates,

having taken note of the report of the ICRC and the Federation 
on "the Movement, refugees and displaced persons",

recalling Resolutions XXI (Manila, 1981) and XVII (Geneva, 
1986) and in particular Resolution 9 of the Council of 
Delegates held in Budapest in 1991 which, inter alia, appeals 
to the various components of the Movement to act vigorously in 
favour of refugees, asylum-seekers, displaced persons and 
returnees,

reaffirming that armed conflicts and violations of 
international humanitarian law are among the main causes of 
population movements,

recalling that in situations of armed conflict or internal 
violence, refugees and displaced persons, as civilians 
affected by the events, are protected by international

i. humanitarian law and by the humanitarian principles,

concerned by the persistence of the phenomenon and the 
dramatic aggravation of the plight of numerous refugees, 
displaced persons and asylum-seekers in different parts of the 
world,

expressing its deep concern about the surge of intolerance, 
xenophobia and racial or ethnic discrimination in communities 
of countries receiving refugees and asylum-seekers,

1. invites the components of the Movement, in accordance 
with their respective mandates:

(a) to call upon the parties to conflict to respect 
international humanitarian law and to ensure that it 
is respected in order to avert population (iiovements;
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(b) to continue to act vigorously in favour of refugees, 
asylum-seekers, displaced persons and returnees:

(c) to strengthen cooperation among themselves and 
between the Movement and the United Nations system, 
in particular UNHCR, in a concerted approach which 
maintains the unity of the Movement;

2. urges the National Societies to respect their obligation 
to inform the Federation and/or the ICRC in advance of 
any negotiations likely to lead to a formal agreement 
between a Society and UNHCR;

3. strongly encourages the National Societies:

(a) to orient their assistance programmes towards the 
needs of the most vulnerable groups;

(b) to carry out vigorous information campaigns to 
denounce and combat xenophobia and racial or ethnic 
discrimination while at the same time organizing 
education programmes based on tolerance;

(

(c) to establish networks for regional cooperation - in 
particular through the organization of regional 
workshops in cooperation with the ICRC and the 
Federation - in fields such as voluntary 
repatriation, tracing activities aimed at restoring 
family links and preparation for emergency 
situations, with emphasis on training.

4. calls upon the ICRC and the Federation to continue to 
examine ways and means for cooperation between the 
components of the Movement and the United Nations system 
in favour of refugees and displaced persons;

5. requests the ICRC and the Federation to report to the 
next session of the Council of Delegates on the practical 
measures taken to put these recommendations into effect.
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