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COUNCIL OF DELEGATES
Birmingham, 29-30 October 1993

Draft Resolution prepared by the Icelandic 
and Swedish Red Cross Societies

CHILD SOLDIERS

(Item 4.4 of the provisional agenda)

The Council of Delegates, 

recalling Resolution IX entitled "Protection of children in 
Armed Conflicts" of the 25th International Conference of the 
Red Cross (1986), and Resolution 14 entitled "Child Soldiers" 
of the Council of Delegates of the Red Cross (1991),

takes note with satisfaction of the study entitled "Child 
Soldiers" submitted by the Henry Dunant Institute as requested 
in the above mentioned Resolution 14 of the Council of 
Delegates (1991),

recalling that the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1977 
Additional Protocols as well as article 38 of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child accord children 
special protection and treatment,

welcoming the proposed draft optional protocol to the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child raising the age limit 
for participation in hostilities to eighteen years,

deeply concerned that some states fail to take action to avoid 
the recruitment and arming of children,

deeply concerned by the great number of children who bear arms 
in armed conflicts,

noting that many children are subject to forced recruitment 
into armed forces, while others volunteer to participate in 
armed conflicts for social, economic and political reasons,

concerned by the fact that consequences for children 
participating in armed conflicts include physical and 
psychosocial damage, as well as injury to family and 
community,
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stressing the role of adults in preventing the participation 
of children in armed forces,

stressing further the responsibility of recruiters and 
commanders in armed forces or groups to prevent the 
recruitment and enrolment of children,

1. urges all components of the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement to assist children exposed to armed 
conflicts and protect them from physical and mental 
injury or abuse,

2. appeals to all components of the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement to present and disseminate the 
study "Child Soldiers" to States, relevant international 
organisations and the general public,

3. asks Red Cross and Red Crescent National Societies to 
encourage the governments of their respective countries 
to ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

4. requests the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies to draw up and implement a Plan of 
Action for the Movement aimed at promoting the principle 
of non-recruitment and non-participation of children 
below the age of eighteen in armed conflicts, and at 
taking concrete action to protect and assist child 
victims of armed conflicts,

5. requests the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies to report on the progress in 
implementation of this resolution at the next meeting of 
the Council of Delegates.


