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DRAFT RESOLUTION
Council of Delegates 
Bi rmingham,
29-30 October 1993

SUBMITTED BY
THE ROMANIAN RED CROSS

Motto: Wouldn’t we do much more to 
assist them, if among the war 
victims would be our parents, 
sisters, brothers, children 
and our liners ?

Protection of war victims

The Council of Delegates,

Noting the general situation in the world, caused by 
the profound changes which occur in a number of countries in 
different regions, as well as the predictable evolution of 
this situation in the sense of the burst of new armed 
conflicts which will bring about new war victims;

Noting that the means and methods used in the conduct 
of hostilities during armed conflicts cause more and harder 
human suffering;

Noting that the assumed international rules and 
obligations which aim at erasing and limiting the suffering 
caused by armed conflicts are constantly and deliberately 
violated :

as a
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Convinced that it is the moral duty of all components 
of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement to 
do everything in their power to alleviate the sufferings of 
war victims and to bring to the knowledge of governments and 
public opinion the tragic situation of these victims, 
moreover from among the civil population;

Noting an alarming degradation concerning the 
knowledge, dissemination, implementation and respect for the 
rules of the International Humanitarian Law, in 'spite of 
some euphoric resolutions of the International Conferences 
and of the Council of Delegates;

Taking into account that the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement is and should continue to remain 
the promoter of the dissemination and respect for the 
International Humanitarian Law;

Taking note with interest of the Declaration of the 
International Conference for the protection of war victims 
(Geneva, 30 August - 15 September 1993);

Taking into account that the experts’ reunion foreseen 
in the final Declaration will study the practical measures 
which can be undertaken by the states only for ensuring the 
respect of the International Humanitarian Law;

Recalling that the Federation and I.C.R.C. as well as 
the National Societies, the latter as auxiliaries to the 
public authorities, must draw up themselves their own 
concrete measures in supporting the governments action;

Taking note of the Report on the International 
Conference for the protection of war victims which states 
that many items in the Declaration imply actions to be 
initiated mostly on the national level" (chapter 4.2.C - 
Following—up the Conference), that "the success of the 
Conference should be exploited at maximum" (chapters.2 - 
Perspectives) and that "the impact on mass-media was 
remarkable" (5.1. - Balance);
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Taking into account the outstanding impact on the 
public opinion and on governmental factors of the World 
Campaign for the protection of war victims, organised by the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent International Movement during 
1988 - 1991 and the valuable experience gained on this 
occasion;

1. Calls upon all the components of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent International Movement to continue to 
intensify their actions in favour of war victims at the 
national, regional and international level within the 
action ”1994-1998 - Protection and help for war 
victims”, as a specific activity of the Movement, to 
support and complete the actions undertaken by the 
states in favour of the war victims;

2. Within this action, all the components of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent International Movement embark upon:

a) to inform the public opinion and the governmental 
factors of the final Declaration of the 
International Conference on the protection of war 
victims (Geneva 30 August - 1 September 1993) and to 
ask for it to be respected;

b) to take, through the ICRC - on the basis and within 
the limits of its mandate - more efficient measures

«
for ensuring protection for war victims;

c) to undertake with more efficiency actions of material 
assistance of the war victims - medicines, food, 
clothes, hygienic items - without discrimination - 
under the coordination of the Federation and through 
bilateral and regional cooperation among National 
Societies;

d) to intensify the activities of dissemination of the 
rules of the International Humanitarian Law among 
the most various categories of population but 
firstly among the armed forces and governmental 
factors;

e) to use constantly and more efficiently the documents 
and materials on the protection of war victims, 
which have been drawn up and issued with huge 
financial efforts from the part of the components of 
the Movement and of other governmental and 
non-governmental international bodies;
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f) to inform on activities undertaken in the spirit of 
the above commitments on the occasion of the XXVI^n 
International Conference of the Red Cross and the 
Red Crescent.
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