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BASIC FACTS ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

1. PARTICIPANTS

Are entitled to take part in the Conference:

- States party to the Geneva Conventions (167)
- National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (148)
- International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
- League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (League).

Decisions are usually taken by consensus; if a vote is taken, 
each participant has one vote.

Are invited to attend as observers (without the right to 
vote): emerging National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
and governmental or non-governmental, international, regional 
or national organizations that are interested in the issues 
discussed by the Conference. The list of observers is drawn 
up by the Standing Commission (see box on next page).

2. PROCEEDINGS

OPENING CEREMONY

Purely formal occasion, at the Opera House. Welcoming 
addresses by the Hungarian authorities, the Presidents of 
the ICRC and the League and the Chairman of the Standing 
Commission (no simultaneous interpretation provided).

SERVICE INFORMATION ET PRESSE
LIGUE DES SOCIÉTÉS DE LA CROIX-ROUGE ET DU CROISSANT-ROUGE

B. P. 372, CH-1211 Genève 19
Télégramme: LICROSS-GENÈVE, Téléphone (41 22) 730 42 22

Télex 412 133 LRCS CH, Téléfax (41 22) 733 03 95

COMITÉ INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
19, avenue de la Paix, CH-1202 Genève
Télégramme: INTERCROIXROUGE, Téléphone (41 22) 734 60 01
Télex 414 226 CICR CH, Téléfax (41 22) 733 20 57
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THE STANDING COMMISSION

The Standing Commission is made up of two ICRC 
representatives, two League representatives, and five members 
who are elected (in their personal capacity) by the 
International Conference and hold office until the following 
Conference. The ICRC is currently represented by its President, 
Mr. Cornelio Sommaruga, and by Mr. Yves Sandoz, member of the 
Executive Board and Director for Principles, Law and Relations 
with the Movement. The League's representatives are Mr. Mario 
Enrique Villarroel Lander, President, and Mr. Phr StenbSck, 
Secretary General. The five elected members are Dr. Ahmad Abu- 
Goura, President of the Jordan National Red Crescent Society 
(and Chairman of the Standing Commission), Botho Prince of 
Sayn-Wittgenstein, President of the German Red Cross,
Mr. Janos Hantos, former President of the Hungarian Red Cross, 
Mrs. Mavy A. A. Harmon, President of the Brazilian Red Cross, 
and Mr. Byron R. M. Hove, National Chairman of the Zimbabwe 
Red Cross Society.

The main tasks of the Standing Commission are drawing up the 
provisional agenda and making arrangements for the following 
International Conference.

FIRST PLENARY MEETING

Introductory speeches (10-15 minutes each) by the two 
Presidents and the Chairman of the Standing Commission.

- Simultaneous interpretation into English, French and 
Spanish.

- Election of the Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen of the 
Conference, on proposal by the Council of Delegates (which 
will have received proposals from the Standing 
Commission).
It is customary for the Conference to be chaired by a 
senior official from the host National Society, in this 
case the Hungarian Red Cross.

- Reports by the Council of Delegates and the Standing 
Commission.

- Appointment of the two Commissions (to meet alternately
in plenary session) and election of their respective Chairmen 
and Vice-Chairmen.
Start of the procedure for the election of the members of 
the Standing Commission.
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Objective

To set the tone for the Conference, stressing what the 
Movement expects from this important event, which takes place 
every four or five years and provides an opportunity for 
dialogue with the governments.

Possible problems

Problems might arise with regard to participation by certain 
entities, especially in situations where the representativity 
of a government is contested (as in the case of the South African 
Government at the 1986 Conference) or the existence of a State is 
disputed (e.g., Palestine). Discussions on such problems are 
held with government representatives before the Conference to 
try and reach appropriate solutions acceptable to all, so as to 
preserve its exclusively humanitarian purpose.

3. PROVISIONAL AGENDA

COMMISSION I: INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Simultaneous interpretation into English, French and 
Spanish.

Main topics

The ICRC President's report will include a review of the 
problems encountered in applying international humanitarian 
law in recent and ongoing conflicts, intended to stimulate 
participation and prompt constructive debate on issues such as:

- famine and war;
- the right to humanitarian assistance (including the 

question of "interference");
- the environment and war;
- children in armed conflicts, in particular child soldiers;
- prisoners of war (compliance with the Third Geneva Convention);
- the implementation of humanitarian rules governing the 

conduct of hostilities in non-international armed 
conflicts (chemical weapons, mines);

- strengthening the rules on the use of certain existing 
weapons (mines) and new weapons technologies (in 
particular weapons causing blindness);

- reviewing mechanisms to enhance respect for international 
humanitarian law.
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Procedure

Reports will be submitted on each item. Draft resolutions 
will be proposed and discussed. Working groups will probably 
be set up to examine sensitive issues. Draft resolutions 
adopted by the Commission will be submitted to the final 
plenary meeting of the Conference.

COMMISSION II: DEVELOPMENT, RELIEF AND GENERAL MATTERS

Simultaneous interpretation into English, French and 
Spanish.

Main topics

- Report by the League President on National Society 
and League activities, including problems encountered;

- the Movement's contribution to development, particularly 
National Society development;

- the Movement's role in the prevention of natural and 
technological disasters ;

- coordination of emergency relief operations in peacetime;
- the Movement and refugees (and other displaced persons).

Procedure

As for Commission I.

4. FINAL PLENARY SESSION

- Adoption of resolutions proposed by the two Commissions.
- Election of the members of the Standing Commission.

5. CLOSING CEREMONY

Purely formal occasion.

6. RELATIONS WITH THE PRESS

* The opening and closing ceremonies, as well as the 
plenary meetings, are open to the press.

* Daily briefings on Commission proceedings held
in camera will be given by the Conference spokesperson.
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