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ACTIVITIES OF THE RED CROSS OF
YUGOSLAVIA

In the complex political social and economic situation 
in the country the Red Cross of Yugoslavia has been aiming at 
engaging volunteers in order to carry out numerous humanitarian 
tasks and organise a variety of activities to benefit people. 
Simultaneously the efforts have been concentrated on reexamining 
the position and role of the Red Cross in society as well as 
provision of recources and staff needed for the efficient 
carrying out of programme activities in the current circumstances.

The Red Cross of Yugoslavia comprises 23% of the total 
population of the country as its membership organised in the 
network of 22,268 basic organisations, out of which 6,075 in 
primary, secondary schools colleges and universities.

Social activity

The unfavourable economic situation accompanied by 
the declining living standards as well as tension and conflicts 
effecting some parts of our country have intensified the social 
activities of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia carried out by 
professional services and organisations in order to do the 
maximum in favour of the most effected categories of population 
thus relieving the social and economic hardships.

Organising of fund raising activities has been in 
the centre of our attention so as to be able to operate on 
both the national and international level "Solidarity in 
action" organised once a year throughout the country plays 

an important role.

In the course of the four last years 1707 fund raising 
activities have been organised involving about 1,805,949 people 
and according to incomplete data 4,794.923 kg. of clothing 
and footwear, 3,471.923 kg. of food and 350,317.604 din. 
have been raised.

Funds for social activities are also obtained 
through gathering secondary raw materials such as organising 
4,064 activities with more than 1,000,000 participants who 
gathered 4.250.452 kg. old paper, 1,108.590 kg. textile 
remnants as well as 550.000 kg. refuse.

This enabled offering help and organised constant 
care for the alderly and weak, the number of which in the 
last four years being 108,544 listed and also made it 
possible for 500,000 financially unprovided or inadequatly 
provided people to obtain financial aid (apart from other 
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kinds of assistance which was even greater). 25.000 children 
from affected families have been sent for recovery or •? 
vacations at the expense of the Red Cross and 130.000 children 
were accommodated in the Red Cross homes.

Elementary and other disasters taking place in our 
country such as floods in the south east parts of Slovenia 
resulted in catastrophic consequences fortunately without 
casualties. Unfortunately the two mining disasters in Aleksinac 
in Serbia and Tuzla in Bosnia and Hercegovina took away 270 
lives mainly young people leaving behind unprovided families 
with a large number of children. The Red Cross was actively 
participating in offering help together with the wider social 
community. The aid offered consisted of food, household and 
other equipment as well as money.

In order to carry out social activities successfully 
relevant organisations are constantly training the activists 
for the voluntary social work. In the course of the four 
last years 1,531 courses were organised and 32,653 people 
were trained.

Health activities

In the constant endevours to contribute to the 
improvement of the health welfare and protection of the 
population the Red Cross of Yugoslavia has been very active in 
organising healthcare education in order to inform, motivate, 
train and mobilize people in self-protection of their health 
and the health of the wider community.

To achieve the above in the period of the four 
recent years 100,134 health education lectures with the 
attendance of almost seven million people were organised, 
33.412 film shows were attended by 2.709.519 people and 2.122 
exhibitions were visited by 670,652 people.

In the same period 2.254 general healthcare education 
courses were attended and completed by 62.819 persons as well 
as 6.770 various courses with 253.582 participants and 2.184 
courses of hygienic and epidemiological protection with 
60.190 participants. 3,293 courses of home nursing were 
organised for 63.179 participants.

Bearing in mind the problem of AIDS in the accordance 
with the Yugoslav programme for the prevention of this 
disease the organisations of the Red Cross initiated activities 
for the preparation and publication of materials informing as 
many people as possible, the young in the first place about 
the way of spreading the disease and its prevention. The 
prevention of the drug addiction has also been of high 
priority because the greatest number of HIV positive and 
suffering from AIDS in Yugoslavia belongs to this category.



In the field of the first aid the Red Cross of 
Yugoslavia has organised 21.799 twenty hour courses for 
478.008 participants, 933 eighty hour courses with more than 
27,000 participants as well as 19.962 first aid courses for 
500.000 drivers.

The Red Cross of Yugoslavia has joined the so-colled 
"Minus ten percent" action that takes place in some other 
European countries aiming at diminishing the number of 
accidents by 10%. According to the general programme in 
addition to the first-aid training the Red Cross deals 
mainly in the fields of prevention such as, for example, 
weariness, drugs and alcohol effect on the psycho-physical 
state of drivers.

Those trained test their knowledge and skill in 
everyday life or organised competitions ammounting in two 
years to 1,947 involving 14,483 Red Cross teams, out of which 
13,094 first aid ones, 668 home nursing, 360 teams of social 
workers as well as 261 teams dealing in the fields of 
hygienic and epidemiological protection. In addition to the 
above Red Cross organisations have been permanently and 
systematically involved in motivation and recruitment of 
voluntary blood donors.

Environment protection

According to the general programme of raising the 
standard of hygiene passed by the Assembly of the Red Cross 
of Yugoslavia a few years ago, all the organisations have 
been engaged in the protection and improvement of the 
environment by organising a variety of activities ranging from 
those to do with healthy way of life, upkeep and organisation 
of home environment, water provision, wood planting, 
disposing of waste, etc. According to the data concerning the 
last four years 7,381 activities haves been organised for 
the community area sanation involving 647.622 oarticipants 
amounting to around 1,500.000 hours spent.

Juniors and Youth Membership

Out of the total membership of the Red Cross of 
Yugoslavia 50% comprises the young, organised in their 
respective schools, residence areas and work places 
representing the most vital part of the organisation, being 
involved in all the activities.

Bearing in mind the interests and needs of the 
young in relevance to their age, varied forms of education 
have been catered for ranging from healthy way of life, 
marriage and family guidance, home nursing and first aid, 
social education, helping the elderly etc. More than 1.000.000 
people have been trained in the above mentioned programmes 
so far.

Educational work is accompanied by practical work 
concerning the school hygiene, protection of the environment, 
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gathering of toys, school facilities, and books as well as 
regular events like the month of the protection of the young 
in traffic, the week of the Red Cross to do with hygiene, 
or the care for the sick.

Recently a lot of field work has been organised by 
recruiting field teams of the young involved in carrying 
out the Red Cross programmes, such as "Peace Race", "Days of 
Joy", etc.

Tracing Service

Federal tracing service has received in the last 
four years 54,226 requests for tracing the data and documen
tation about prisoners-of-war and internees of the second 
world war as well as tracing the Yugoslav citizens abroad or 
the tracing of the graves of the allied forces soldiers in 
the Second world war on the Yugoslav territory. This also 
includes requests of the foreign citizens living in Yugoslavia 
coming from the countries of armed conflicts in need of the 
delivery of family messages. In the same period the Tracing 
service received more than 4,19 5 visitors enquirers.,and 
about 500 foreign citizens. Out' of the total requests 
prisoners-of-war and internees in the Second world war 
represent the highest percentage.

International Cooperation

The Red Cross of Yugoslavia has taken part in the 
work of the international Red Cross and Red Crescent movement 
through membership of their bodies as well as professional 
and other meetings organised in the meantime thus continuing 
the cooperation with national Red Cross and the Red Crescent 
societies .

The delegation of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia 
took part in the regular sessions of the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement as well as in their respective 
bodies. Yugoslav Red Cross representatives have been contri
buting to the numerous activities in favour of peace by 
participating in the work of the Commission on the Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and Peace hoping that the mandate of the Commission 
will be extended. We have also been active in initiating new 
activities and giving proposals for the work of the work 
of the League Development Commission.

As one of the initiators of the cooperation in 
the regions of the Balkans and Mediterannean, the Red Cross 
of Yugoslavia has regularly taken part in conferences and 
meetings organised within this regions contributing greatly 
to the strengthening these links.

Cooperation with neighbouring countries has been 
carried out through bilaterally organised meetings and 
visits of delegations (Hungary, Bulgaria, Austria and 
Italy). The youth members of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia have 
also taken part in a variety of international youth conferences 
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and competitions. Yugoslav Red Cross representatives 
participated in numerous professional meetings such as the 
meeting of the group of experts for human rights, seminars 
and meetings concerning refugees, the symposium on Europe in 
the transition period, seminars on preventive and social : -<> 
medicine and the seminars on the international humanitarian 
law in Warsaw.

Apart from the delegation of the International 
Committee that took part as a guest in the Ninth conference 
of the heads of states of the non-aligned countries held in 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia, the League took part for the first time 
including the President of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia as 
its member.

Four seminars were held in the Red Cross of Yugoslavia 
centre for training of cadres for the delegates of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent from Africa and Asia with 83 partici
pants from 29 national societies who were informed about 
both our basic activities and tendencies of our movement. 
The seminars also provided a good opportunity for exchanging 
experiences and opinions.

Within the work concerning the dissemination of the 
international humanitarian law, on the occasion of marking 
anniversary of the First Geneva Convention, a two-day seminar 
was held with the participation of the republican and regional 
Red Cross organisations. In the last four years 129 seminars 
on Geneva Conventions were held with the participation of 
6,559 persons. 2,613 lectures with 154.292 participants were 
organised. Information on Geneva Conventions were distributed 
during numerous other seminars and meetings organised in the 
Red Cross .

Red Cross of Yugoslavia delegates also took part in 
the 14 th international festival of the Red Cross and helath 
films held in Varna and Sofia, as well as in the seminar on 
dissemination of information.

On the occasion of the World compaign for the 
protection of the war victims the Red Cross of Yugoslavia was 
undertaking numerous activities in the country in accordance 
with the national programme of the campaign. Publication of 
the Geneva Conventions in Serbo-Croation and organising 
"Chain of Light" with neighbouring societies deserves special 
attention. On the occasion of the Campaign our Red Cross 
delegates also took part in the European regional meeting in 
Geneva.

The international humanitarian aid accounts for an 
important part of our organizations activities. The deteriorat
ing economic situation in the country notwithstanding, our 
national society continued to participate in numerous 
international Relief actions right until 1991:

1986 - 22 shipments to 15 countries and 5 liberation
movements

1987 - 22 shipments to 6 countries and 3 shipments
to the Palestinian Red Crescent

1988 - 9 shipments to 6 countries

1939 - 9 shipments to 2 countries

1990 - 3 shipments to 2 countries

1991 - 2 shipments to 2 countries
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The aid was sent to remove the aftereffects of 
natural disasters, to help the development of young national 
societies and/or to help the civilian population in 
countries where liberation movements were active (SWAPO, 
POLISARIO, PAC, ANC). Trhough its Red Cross Yougoslavia 
regularly contributed to UNRWA for the Palestinian refugees, 
and in 1990 we also aided Kurdish refugees.

We should like to single out the drive organized 
after the earthquake in Armenia in 1988 and the relief 
extended to the Rumanian people after the events which took 
place in 1988 and 1989. On both these occasions our citizens 
manifested their sense of solidarity once again: the aid to 
Armenia was CHF 2,679.872 worth, and relief sent to Romania 
was CHF 2,430.000.

In addition to the immediate relief actions in both 
cases the Red Cross of Yugoslavia took part in the rehabili
tation projects as well: medical equipment was sent to Armenia, 
and kitchen equipment to Rumania for the homes of the elderly 
in Arad and Ciacova.

In conclusion considering the overall international 
activity of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia it can be stated 
that in spite of the well-known difficulties in the country 
it has been successful and followed the modern concept of 
cooperation within the Movement based on the démocratisation 
of the relations among its members, mutual understanding and 
constant adjustments to the present-day demands.

Public Relations

Activities in the field of dissemination of 
information has in recent years been aimed at informing the 
public and organisations as well as membership and activists 
with the results of the work of the Red Cross and other 
current issues in the country and the world. Another aspect 
of this activity was keeping up adequately with the 
programme activities and contributing to successful operation 
of these.

In spite of some difficulties in the first place 
financial ones the achieved results in the past four years 
speak for themselves as the following data point out: 11.855 
lectures about the Red Cross were organised for 1,581.129 
participants, 7.071 film shows with 966.088 viewers, 2.271 
exhibitions visited by 656.912 people as well as 1.156 
cultural and educational events attended by 489,387 people. 
276.107 written papers, drawings and paintings were done on 
the topic of the Red Cross. 199 publications came out with 
the circulation of 2.220.409 copies, as well as 200 films and 
video tapes .

Informative materials in connection with the activities 
such as "Solidarity in Action", the Red Cross Week, the Week 
of the Antituberculosis Compaign were published in the 
circulation of 79.715.951 copies. At the same time Red Cross 
organisations were publishing five to ten magazines.
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It is very important to point out that the mass 
media such as press, radio and television were significantly 
showing greater interests than in the previous years in the 
coverage of the activities of the Red Cross on its pages, 
and broadcasts. 25.980 pieces of news were given on the Red 
Cross. The activities such as "Solidarity in Action" and the 
Red Cross Week were in the focus of the mass media attention 
as well as numerous articles about everyday activities, in 
the first place blood donation.

A great deal of work has been done in the efforts 
made to inform the Red Cross branches and membership about 
the current events and problems as well as activities 
within the Movement.


