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OPENING OF THE EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES

The Eighth General Assembly of the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies convened in Budapest today.

Opening the meeting, League President Dr. Mario Villarroel Lander 
reviewed the activities of the League over the last two years — an 
unprecedented period where disasters are concerned and one which has witnessed 
a marked growth in the numbers of vulnerable persons requiring assistance 
worldwide.

Since the beginning of 1990, the League has issued a total of 79 disaster 
appeals, seeking 380 million Swiss francs to assist some ten million victims 
on all continents.

The report of League Secretary General Par Stenback underlined the 
alarming decline in food security in parts of Africa, the continent most 
seriously affected by problems of deprivation and vulnerability. Natural 
disasters, including catastrophic cyclones and floods have affected Asia, 
while the Americas have suffered from both natural calamities and a serious 
outbreak of cholera, a disease which has also spread alarmingly on the African 
continent. Refugee movements and other large scale displacements of population 
have been an increasingly inportant focus of League activities, notably in the 
Middle East but also in Africa and Europe.

The General Assembly will be looking at progress made by members of the 
League in focusing their assistance on the most vulnerable. It will also 
consider measures to increase disaster preparedness, the key to reducing the 
number of victims in any disaster situation, and to strengthen the 
coordination of relief operations in which different aid agencies are 
involved.

The Assembly will also be considering the establishment of a Youth Fund 
to be managed by young people as a source of funding for projects on behalf of 
deprived or vulnerable youth around the world.

The General Assembly of the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies is the supreme policy making body of the League. It meets, in 
principle, once every two years. The present General Assembly has admitted the 
Solomon Islands as a new member, while Latvia and Lithuania have been 
readmitted, bringing membership to 150 National Societies. This vast 
international network, makes the League the largest humanitarian organisation 
in the world today.
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LEAGUE MEETINGS END IN BUDAPEST

The Eighth General Assembly of the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies ended in Budapest today.

Some 120 National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies have been meeting 
since Monday under the chairmanship of League President
Dr. Mario Villarroel Lander to address the challenges involved in assisting the 
actual and potential victims of disaster worldwide. Newly admitted to the 
Assembly was the Solomon Islands Red Cross, while the National Red Cross 
Societies of Latvia and Lithuania were readmitted, bringing total membership of 
the League to 150.

With the number of vulnerable people increasing as the gap between rich and 
poor countries continues to widen and much of eastern Europe grapples with the 
turbulent effects of social and economic change, the General Assembly stressed 
the need for the Red Cross and Red Crescent to focus assistance on the most 
vulnerable individuals and groups. It defined them as "those at greatest risk 
from situations that threaten their survival or their capacity to live with a 
minimum of social and economic security and human dignity."

Both emergency relief, long the speciality of the League, and development 
activities were highlighted by the Assembly as essential elements in cambating 
disasters. Governments, the League and National Societies were urged to 
undertake additional efforts to reduce vulnerablity, which is often closely 
associated poverty and the inability to take even simple disaster prevention and 
preparedness measures.

The health condition of much of the world's population was a cause for 
particular concern. Among topics discussed was the problem of AIDS — where 
National Societies were called upon to play an active role in fighting 
discrimination. The League and National Societies were also urged make first 
aid activities an integral part both of disaster preparedness and of community 
health care.

The General Assembly adopted a new Youth Policy which aims to involve young 
people in identifying and addressing their cwn problems. Moreover, it 
established a Youth Fund, to be administered by young people under the age of 
25, from which projects for disadvantaged youth around the world will be funded.

In closing the General Assembly, League President Villarroel paid a warm 
tribute to the Hungarian Red Cross for having hosted the meetings and for 
organising them with such exemplary efficiency.

As a result of a decision taken by the General Assembly, the name of the 
League has been changed. The 150 member organisation will henceforth be know as 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.
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WELCOME TO BUDAPEST
This is the first issue of the DAILY BULLETIN of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent meetings in Budapest. You will find a copy in 
your pigeonhole every morning and can obtain extra copies from 
the first-floor reception and registration desk. The BULLETIN 
will report on the previous day's meetings, give you the current 
day's programme and announce coming events. It will also try to 
include useful practical information for delegates. So look for 
it when you claim your documents from your pigeonhole each day.

The Daily Bulletin does not constitute an official record of 
proceedings.

MONDAY, 25 NOVEMBER 1991
PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS

09:00
VUIth session of the General Assembly of the League

14:00 PATRIA Hall

COMMISSION FOR THE FINANCING OF THE ICRC
The Commission for the Financing of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) met on Friday, 22 November, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Guillermo Rueda Montana (Colombian Red 
Cross). Twelve National Societies are members of this 
Commission.

Following an explanation of the ICRC's financial structure (the 
"headquarters" budget, which covers the institution's activities 
in Geneva and humanitarian work carried out from Geneva, and 
"field" budgets), the Commission was informed of expenditure for 
1990, the financial situation for 1991 and budget prospects for 
1992. This past year was marked by a number of dramatic events 
-in particular the armed conflicts in the Gulf, in Western and 
Eastern Africa and in Yugoslavia - which have led to a record 
increase of over 40% in the ICRC's field budgets (from 357 to
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634.5 million Swiss francs). The current world situation is 
such, however, that securing the means to cover those 
humanitarian activities will be increasingly difficult; many 
governments are facing budgetary constraints, recession or 
inflation, and there are more and more humanitarian agencies 
doing similar work. All this makes it increasingly difficult to 
raise additional funds for emergency operations, while the sheer 
scale of needs requires much greater financial resources than in 
the past.
Nevertheless, considerable efforts have been and are being made 
to enhance support for the ICRC. Over the past two years more 
National Societies have helped finance its activities, and some 
of them have substantially increased their contributions, though 
the amounts involved are well below the goals set by the 
Commission. There has also been a marked upward trend in 
government contributions.

National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies also support the 
ICRC by seconding staff for its field operations (this year 184 
posts were filled by over 800 specialized staff, mainly in the 
medical and technical fields). A programme intended to further 
improve the training and integration of National Society staff 
is currently under way.

Finally, the Commission examined two draft resolutions which 
will be submitted to the 26th International Conference of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent. The resolutions deal with the 
financing of the ICRC by National Societies and by governments, 
respectively.

PEACE COMMISSION LOOKS TO ITS FUTURE
At its 31st session Saturday the Commission on the Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and Peace held a final debate on the proposals the 
propsals it will make concerning its future mandate, duration 
and composition to the Council of Delegates later this week.

The Commission will propose that it continue to exist, but with 
a wider mandate, taking in issues linked to respect for 
international humanitarian law and human rights and any other 
tasks the Council may assign it, in addition to its previous 
promotion of the Movement's contribution to peace. It will also 
put forward a suggestion for the future composition of the 17 
member body that reflects a fair geographical representation.

Alan MacLean served as Chairman of the meeting following the 
death earlier this year of Alexandre Hay. The Commission 
observed a minute of silence in his memory.

2



World Campaign for the Protection of Victims of War: positive 
results overall

In its meeting on Saturday, 23 November, the Commission on the 
Red Cross, Red Crescent and Peace noted that the overall results 
of the World Campaign for the Protection of Victims of War were 
positive. The results, set out in a report to be submitted to 
the Council of Delegates, show that the Campaign's main message 
-protecting and assisting victims of war - reached some 800 
million people through the written press, radio and television.

Mrs. Christina Magnuson, Vice-chairman of the Swedish Red Cross, 
pointed out that the Campaign was the most extensive initiative 
of this type ever conducted by the Movement. She will present 
the Campaign report to the Council of Delegates, which had 
unanimously approved the launching of the Campaign at its 
meeting in October 1989 in Geneva. The Campaign was officially 
opened in February 1990, and 135 National Societies took part. 
Its peak event was "Light the Darkness", on 8 May 1991.

The Commission stressed that, despite the Campaign's success, 
funding had been insufficient. This underscores the difficulty 
for the Movement to define a global fund-raising strategy which 
does not interfere with similar campaigns undertaken by National 
Societies.

From April 1990, the Campaign was run by the International 
Promotion Bureau (IPB) , set up jointly by the ICRC and the 
League.

XXVIIIth SESSION OF THE LEAGUE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
The President of the League, Dr. Mario Villarroel Lander, 
yesterday opened the XXVIIIth session of its Executive Council. 
He briefly reviewed his missions since April 1991, during which 
he travelled to 12 countries in Africa, Europe and the Middle 
East.

UN observer status: efforts continue

The five-member working group set up by the Executive Council to 
determine the level of support for observer status for the 
League to the United Nations General Assembly should continue 
its work, the Council decided.

Chairman of the working group Stephen H. Richards (American Red 
Cross), reporting on its work since the last Council meeting, 
said further discussions with governments were needed, since 
approval of observer status called for a consensus decision by 
the General Assembly. The Council heard that the League will 
establish an office in New York in 1992. It asked the League 
Secretary General to use this office to pursue contacts on the 
observer status question.
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South Africa: transition period continues

The Executive Council took note of the report submitted by 
REDTAG (Red Cross/Red Crescent Transitional Assistance Group) on 
the progress made by the South African Red Cross in its process 
of change to a multiracial National Society. REDTAG states that 
achievements have been modest but that they should be 
encouraged, and proposes that the mandate of the League 
delegation be extended for another year.

REDTAG was set up following the League General Assembly in 
October 1989.

League Strategy for the '90s: marked progress

After an initial two-year period during which emphasis was laid 
on strengthening the League Secretariat, efforts must now center 
on assisting National Societies whose structures are 
insufficiently developed, and implementing the Strategy with 
respect to the most vulnerable population groups. This was the 
opinion expressed by the League Executive Council after it took 
cognizance of the report of the working group responsible for 
monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the Strategy.

The Council defines the most vulnerable groups as those at risk 
from situations that threaten their lives or their ability to 
enjoy at least the minimum standards of social and economic 
stability and human dignity.

Finance Commission:

The Executive Council has approved the report of the Finance 
Commission on the 1992/1993 League budget and the new Scale of 
Statutory Contributions by National Societies for 1992. The 
report will be submitted to the General Assembly for approval.

Regional conferences

The Council was informed of plans for three regional conferences 
scheduled for next year. The fourth European regional 
conference, to be held in The Hague, 18 - 22 May, will take as 
its theme "The new Europe needs the new Red Cross". The next 
Pan-African conference is slated to take place in Swaziland, 
with a September-October date, but needs to find CHF 320,000 to 
cover costs. The Red Cross of China has offered to host the next 
Asia-Pacific regional conference; the exact dates, probably 
towards the end of 1992, will be fixed later.

Next meeting

The next session of the Council will take place in Spain, on 6 
and 7 May, so that the following day — 8 May, World Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Day — delegates may participate in the 
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official inauguration of the Red Cross, Red Crescent Pavilion at 
the Seville Universal Exposition. This event will be followed by 
another joint meeting between League Executive Council members 
and members of the ICRC Assembly.

Reporting to the Council on the previous joint meeting, held in 
Yverdon, Switzerland, League Secretary General Par Stenback said 
there had already been initial results in co-operation and that 
there was much to be gained from keeping the dialogue going.

Other items on the agenda of the one-day session included:
a report from the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
Peace (see article above) and a progress report by Spanish Red 
Cross President Carmen Mestre on the Red Cross, Red Crescent 
participation in the Universal Exposition that opens in Seville 
in April 1992.

KEEPING ABREAST OF THE NEWS...
Every day, you can consult the latest AFP and Reuters dispatches 
on world events. The news items are posted on boards at the 
entrance to the Information and Press Service (IPS) on the 
ground floor (across from the bar and the "Chanson" hall).

DELEGATES CONTINUE TO ARRIVE...
By Sunday evening, 24 November, some 360 delegates from 138 
National Societies and nine organisations having observer status 
had registered at the Budapest Conference Centre.

...AND JOURNALISTS TOO
About fifty journalists from the Hungarian and foreign media 
have already been accredited at the Information and Press 
Service to cover the work of the General Assembly of the League, 
the Council of Delegates and the International Conference.

IN NEED OF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE?
The Hungarian Red Cross is opening a First Aid post today 
situated on 0-level, next to the Conference Photocopying Service 
behind the Hungarian Red Cross Secretariat. Dr. Rozsa Bathy will 
be present to see patients every day between 8h00 and 22h00. She 
can also be reached on telephone extension 186.

IN AID OF THE HUNGARIAN RED CROSS SOCIAL WORK
As part of its fundraising efforts the Hungarian Red Cross have 
set up a stand (beside the Hungarian Red Cross Exhibition) where
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hand made Hungarian ethnic souvenirs are being sold. A second 
stand has been set up opposite the Hungarian Red Cross 
Information Desk with various other fundraising items, also for 
sale. Money raised will be used by the Hungarian Red Cross 
Social Work Programme to assist the less advantaged population.

The "Lost and Found" service is 
Information Office, at the main

located at the Convention Centre 
entrance.

WHAT TO DO DURING YOUR FREE TIME--
Excursions and evening entertainment will be organized for 
delegates and their spouses during their stay in Budapest.

The HUNGARIAN RED CROSS proposes free excursions (40 
participants maximum, in the order of registration). From 27 
November to 3 December, there will be daily tours of the city 
and visits to Budapest's most beautiful monument, the Parliament 
building. Departure from the Conference centre. In addition, on 
28 November, 1 and 2 December, excursions will be organized to 
the picturesque historical towns of Szentendre and Kecskemêt. 
All the tours will be conducted in English.

If you would like to participate, REGISTER NOW!

Other excursions - these are not free of charge - are organized 
by PEGASUS/IKESOL agencies, and include sightseeing tours of the 
city, visits to museums, folklore evenings, concerts, talks on 
various aspects of the country and its people, even embroidery 
and cooking classes! One-day outings are also possible (a day in 
the puszta, a boat-trip on the Danube, etc.).

You can register for any of the above excursions in the main 
hall, on the first floor opposite the main entrance to the 
Conference centre.

BU41/bj1/25.11.1991
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CONFERENCE POSTPONED
The Standing Commission of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent released the following statement 
at 11:30 p.m. yesterday evening:

’’The Standing Commission of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent regrets to announce that it has 
been forced to postpone the XXVIth 
International Conference of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent due to the risk that political 
disagreement between Governments on 
participation could jeopardise its outcome. 
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement stresses that it is bound by its 
fundamental principles to avoid becoming 
involved in political issues and deplores that 
the parties concerned have been unable to find 
a solution to the question of Palestinian 
participation.

The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement will 
continue its meetings during the coming days 
in Budapest without the participation of 
Governments to discuss the urgent humanitarian 
issues with which the international community 
is confronted."
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WEDNESDAY, 27 NOVEMBER 1991
DAILY PROGRAMME

08:30
VUIth session of the General 
Assembly of the League

14:00 PATRIA Hall

13:30 Group of National Societies of the
Pacific region

PALMA Hall

18:30 Drafting Committee PALMA Hall
and during 
breaks

LEAGUE STRATEGY FOR THE '90s: NEW DIRECTIONS
The General Assembly yesterday approved the resolutions 
adopted by the Executive Council on the new directions of 
the League Strategy for the '90s. Henceforth, emphasis 
will be laid on strengthening the operational capacity of 
National Societies whose structures are insufficiently 
developed, and overall Red Cross/Red Crescent activities 
will be geared more particularly to the most vulnerable 
communities.

Discussions dealt mainly with the concept of "the most 
vulnerable persons" (the official definition, as given by 
the League Executive Council, is as follows: "The most 
vulnerable are those at greatest risk from situations that 
threaten their survival or their capacity to live with a 
minimum of social and economic security and human 
dignity"). Some participants found this definition too 
broad, while others thought it unclear. Within the context 
of Africa, for instance, which is the continent most 
affected by under-development in general and is home to 
millions of human beings living in conditions of extreme 
poverty often exacerbated by wars or natural disasters, 
who are the most vulnerable persons?

Other topics broached were the image of the League and of 
National Societies, and the question of training. The 
League should list and prioritise its essential 
activities. Secretary General Par Stenback also 
underscored the fact that, while accepting government 
contributions, the League should not depart from its own 
Principles.
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FINANCIAL ISSUES: RIGOROUSNESS AND TRANSPARENCY
The General Assembly discussed League financial matters, 
presented by the Secretary General, the Treasurer General 
and the Chairman of the Finance Commission.

Mr. Par Stenback, League Secretary General, briefly 
commented on the federation's 1989-1990 financial 
situation. The introduction of new rules on investment - 
which led to a considerable improvement in income from 
investments - and strict control of expenditure helped 
improve financial results despite a rise in expenditure 
largely due to inflation (5% in Switzerland in 1990).

The Chairman of the Finance Commission, Mr. N. Boyle, 
presented the Commission's report and recommendations. He 
commended the efforts already made to ensure greater 
transparency in the presentation of accounts and stressed 
that these efforts should be pursued.

The Plan and Budget for 1992-1993 was then submitted to 
the delegates and commented upon by Mr. B. Bergman, the 
League Treasurer General. The Plan and Budget is based on 
a volume of activities amounting to CHF 140 million and 
rests primarily on implementation of the Strategic Work 
Plan for the '90s. The increase in the budget does not 
exceed the rate of inflation.

The Finance Commission also proposed two measures for the 
next two years: on the one hand, cancelling all arrears in 
National Society statutory contributions prior to and 
including those of 1987 and, on the other, changing the 
three-factor weightings used to set the scale of statutory 
contributions (40% instead of 35% for National Societies' 
financial resources and the UN Scale of Contributions, and 
20% instead of 30% for the Six Years' Experience Factor). 
In addition, the minimum quota which had previously been 
set at 0.01% would be abandoned. Finally, new procedures 
are planned as regards computing travel and mission costs 
during sessions of the General Assembly, the Executive 
Council and the Commissions of the League, so that 
delegates receive an allowance not only for travel costs 
but also for hotel and related expenses (per diem) , in 
accordance with the rules already set by the General 
Assembly.
The British Red Cross submitted to the General Assembly a 
proposal aimed at finding various ways of resolving the 
League's financial problems. During the discussion it 
appeared, however, that certain points needed clarifying, 
and the proposed text was referred to the Finance 
Commission and the Executive Council of April 1992. The 
General Assembly also adopted the Plan and Budget for 
1992-1993.
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YOUNG PEOPLE ON STAGE
Members of the Hungarian Red Cross Youth staged a short 
five-act play illustrating the important role which young 
people can and should play within the Movement.

The opening scene shows everyone chatting lightheartedly. 
Suddenly the earth begins to tremble. Everybody cries out 
in fear and some break into tears. The injured lie there 
unconscious. Act III opens on the arrival of first-aid 
teams, who comfort and care for the injured and distribute 
relief supplies. In the next scene the young people are 
solemnly acting the part of League leaders at a large 
meeting like the General Assembly. At one point, the 
Chairman invites a youngster to come and sit beside him. . . 
This privileged moment is brutally interrupted by the 
noise of bombs and machine-gun fire. Members of Red Cross 
Youth stand up and, carrying lighted candles, form a chain 
of light. The General Assembly rises and applauds. 
Curtain.

ADOPTION OF THE YOUTH FUND
The General Assembly approved the setting up of a youth 
fund intended to increase the involvement of young people 
in Red Cross and Red Crescent actions. The fund will 
become operational once its capital reserve reaches one 
million Swiss francs. This basic capital will be provided 
inter alia by National Societies and through a vast 
international fund-raising campaign.

In addition, the General Assembly adopted the Youth Policy 
and Strategy. This Policy will help both National 
Societies and the League to plan for the development of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Youth, "to use the motivation 
and idealism, experience and skill of the young people for 
the benefit of the Movement". It rests on basic principles 
stating that young people have a key role to play within 
the Movement and constitute an important group, that they 
are the Movement’s leaders of tomorrow and, above all, 
that they need guidance and support. The Policy takes the 
terms "youth" and "young people" to cover the age range 
between 5 and 25.
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DUNANT BIOGRAPHY; SAMPLE COPIES AVAILABLE
A biography of Red Cross founder Henry Dunant, part of 
Exley Publications' series "People who have helped the 
world", is on display on the first floor level, near the 
documentation pigeonholes. Language editions now include 
Hungarian, produced to coincide with the current meetings, 
as well as English, French, Spanish, Arabic and 
Portuguese. Copies are free for delegates (only one each, 
please: supplies are limited).

Extra copies can be ordered, price CHF 7.50 each, or 
special rates for bulk orders, from the Information and 
Press Service during the Budapest meetings, or afterwards 
from the League's Public Affairs Department.

STAMPS AND PHILATELIC SOUVENIRS
You can purchase stamps for your letters and postcards at 
the philately counter on the first floor near the 
registration desk. It also has a wide selection of 
Hungarian stamps, commemorative envelopes and other 
philatelic items for sale, including an envelope with the 
conference emblem on it. The counter is open daily from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

PHOTOS ON SALE
Colour photos of delegates taken during the meetings by 
official photographer Henrik Haiman are on display 
opposite the registration desks. Copies may be ordered, 
price 150 HUF each. Ready next day.

BUY YOUR GREETING CARDS FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON
Your time may be taken up with meetings and discussions, 
but don't forget that the holiday season is near. As it 
does every year, the League is selling greeting cards for 
the occasion. You can buy the cards at the reception on 
the first floor; they cost 1 Swiss franc, US$ 0.70 or 50 
forints each. Please try to have the exact change. This 
year's card is a reproduction of a delightful watercolour 
by 12-year-old Maria Estefania Diez Moreno from Cuba.
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NEPAL RED CROSS, LEAGUE SIGN DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
The Chairman of the Nepal Red Cross, Mr. Ramesh Kumar 
Sharma and League Secretary General Par Stenback signed a 
Framework for Development Cooperation in Budapest 
yesterday. The Framework covers League co-ordinated 
support for the Society's blood transfusion and disaster 
preparedness programmes, its district chapter development 
and management and organisational development.

The League delegation in Nepal, currently two persons, 
will be increased to three in early 1992.

NOTE: The Daily Bulletin is for information only. It does 
not constitute an official record.

BU121/krb.me/26.11.91/0rig. French, English
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THURSDAY, 28 NOVEMBER 1991
DAILY PROGRAMME

09:00 VUIth Session of the League
General Assembly

14:30 Council of Delegates

PATRIA Hall

PATRIA Hall

NEW AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES
The Standing Commission met on 27 November 1991 to examine the 
repercussions of the postponement of the International Conference 
on the continuation of the proceedings. It decided to extend the 
Council of Delegates - originally planned for 28 November only - 
until Saturday, 30 November inclusive, and to add to its agenda 
several items which were to be discussed by the International 
Conference.

As a tribute to the host National Society, the Standing 
Commission appointed Mr. Reszo Sztuchlik, President of the 
Executive Committee of the Hungarian Red Cross, as Chairman of 
the Council of Delegates.

The Council of Delegates will be opened by the Chairman of the 
Standing Commission. This will be followed by the reading of the 
Movement's Fundamental Principles and addresses by the Presidents 
of the ICRC and the League. The Henry Dunant medal presentation 
ceremony will close the first part of the meeting.
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The Standing Commission considered that during the Budapest 
discussions thought should be given to repercussions that the 
postponement of the Conference is likely to have on the short- 
and long-term future of the Movement.

The International Conference issues which will be discussed 
during the Council of Delegates are the following:

guidelines for the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and of the principles and ideals of the 
Movement;
the Movement and refugees;
international humanitarian law (IHL), including questions 
such as famine and the right to assistance; child soldiers; 
ongoing work on the development and implementation of IHL; 
coordination and conduct of emergency relief operations; 
report of the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC.

It was also decided that the Standing Commission would meet after 
the two and a half days of discussions by the Council of 
Delegates to study measures to be taken with regard to future 
meetings of the Movement's, in the light of the current 
situation.

POSTPONEMENT OF THE 26TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE: THE MOVEMENT 
MUST REMAIN UNITED AND STRONG
The League General Assembly pursued its work on Wednesday, 
27 November.

At the beginning of the meeting the delegates were informed of 
the decision by the Standing Commission, announced late last 
night, to postpone the 26th International Conference of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent (see Daily Bulletin No. 3 of 27 November 
1991).

The President of the League, Dr. Mario Villarroel Lander, 
expressed the hope that this highly regrettable and grave 
decision would not weaken the Movement's will to remain united 
and strong in pursuing a common ideal, given the urgent 
humanitarian needs confronting the international community. 
Evoking the difficult circumstances brought about by the 
postponement, he warmly thanked the Hungarian Red Cross for its 
considerable efforts in preparing the Conference.
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FULL SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION
Mr. Guillermo Rueda Montaña, Chairman of the Development 
Commission, commented on the latter’s report. He stressed the 
definition of the notion of development within the Movement and 
the need to respect the "Principles and Rules for Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Development Cooperation", adopted in October 1990 
by the Executive Council. It was essential to have a clear 
strategy for the implementation of bilateral or multilateral 
development frameworks, and to keep costs within the limits of 
available resources. In this regard, Mr. Rueda mentioned the 
Development Fund, which was intended to finance projects having 
met the criteria of the Principles and Rules. Women, he said, are 
often among the most vulnerable people and should be able to 
benefit from these programmes.

In the debate that followed, it was underscored that development 
frameworks should also encompass disaster-prevention programmes 
and deal with areas such as social welfare. It was also pointed 
out that, even though development in general was not within the 
purview of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, the Movement had a 
crucial role to play as a factor of development in the 
humanitarian domain.

The General Assembly adopted the Commission's report, as well as 
three resolutions (on women and development, National Societies 
most in need of strengthening their capacity, and the Movement's 
role in development, respectively).

GROWING RELIEF CHALLENGES DEMAND GREATER EFFICIENCY
As the numbers of vulnerable people increase, so inevitably do 
the numbers of disaster victims and the need for Red 
Cross/Crescent assistance. If the federation is to respond to 
this challenge, in a climate of growing interest in humanitarian 
aid and strong inter-organisation competition, it must swiftly 
increase its effectiveness. After this summary of the current 

i General Assembly 
s Disaster Relief 
recommendations to

disaster relief scene, presented 
yesterday in the report of the 
Commission, the meeting adopted 
reinforce the federation's capacity.

The Assembly called on Societies to direct disaster assistance 
to the most vulnerable and to uphold their right of access to 
victims in their country. Relief, it said, must be designed to 
create sustainable improvements in the wellbeing of the 
vulnerable. It asked the Secretary General to improve the 
timeliness and appropriateness of League support to operating 
Societies.
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Noting the proliferation of NGOs specializing in relief and the 
increasing scale of their aid, and recognising the need for 
coordination, the Assembly called on National Societies to take 
steps to facilitate such coordination and urged the League to 
support these efforts. To help the development of the League's 
and Societies' operational capacity the rules of the Disaster 
Relief Emergency Fund were amended to allow withdrawals of up to 
CHF 500,000 per year for League preparedness measures and the 
rapid implementation of disaster relief assistance.

A fourth resolution, on strengthening the federation's assistance 
to victims, emphasizes the importance of disaster preparedness 
and prevention assistance in countries most at risk from 
disaster. A fifth resolution, from the floor, was sent on to the 
Council of Delegates.

HEALTH: ONE OF THE MOVEMENT'S PRINCIPAL CONCERNS
Health remains a luxury. This, in substance, is the conclusion 
of the Health Commission's report, presented yesterday to the 
General Assembly. Whereas a very small percentage of the world's 
population benefits from the considerable progress in .health 
care, most people are still stricken by extreme endemic poverty. 
For them, health remains an empty word.

AIDS, first aid, the health of women and children and voluntary 
non-remunerated blood donation were the main issues raised by the 
Health and Community Services Commission in the General Assembly 
discussions yesterday.

AIDS

The General Assembly adopted two resolutions on the combat AIDS. 
Insisting on the need to fight against AIDS-related 
discrimination, they urge the National Societies to take a 
resolute stand against all forms of discrimination, both at the 
national and international levels. Furthermore, sustained 
efforts, both financially and in terms of human resources, must 
be made to support scheduled programmes which will emphasise the 
community-based approach. It is estimated that today 9 to 11 
million people around the world are HIV-positive.

First aid

The General Assembly adopted the resolution on first aid, which 
emphasises the community-based approach and insists on the need 
for National Societies to ensure that their first-aid programmes 
become an integral part of disaster and emergency preparedness. 
Furthermore, first-aid activists should be more actively involved 
in development work and community health care.
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The health of women and children

From now on, all National Societies should urge the heads of 
state and the governments of their respective countries to ratify 
and implement United Nations conventions on rights of the child 
and on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against 
women, states one of the resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly. The National Societies should also intensify and expand 
their efforts aimed at reducing the vulnerability of children and 
women.

Voluntary non-remunerated blood donation

The principle of voluntary non-remunerated blood donation has 
also been reaffirmed and approved. The General Assembly supports 
the Hanover Statement on the Ethics of voluntary blood donation, 
though in a slightly different form, as amended by the League and 
the International Group of Experts. According to this version, 
"no coercion or pressure should be brought to bear on a potential 
donor to donate" and "every transfusion service should have 
current detailed criteria for donor selection and deferral".

LEAGUE'S NAME TO CHANGE
The General Assembly voted yesterday to change the League's name 
to "International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies". Announcing the results of the vote - 101 votes in 
favour, 4 against and 9 abstentions - President Mario Villarroel 
said the new name would come into use at the end of the 
Assembly's current session.

The organisation began life in 1919 as "The League of Red Cross 
Societies". It soon became the League of Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies, a name it retained until 198 3 
when the Red Lion and Sun was dropped after the Iranian Society 
adopted the emblem of the Red Crescent.

The name change was introduced to reflect more accurately the 
nature of the organisation, to do away with an outdated 
historical connotation and to make the rendering into other 
languages easier.

BLOOD DONATION DAY: OFFICIAL CEREMONY
In Hungary, November 27 is traditionally the day of voluntary 
blood donors. To mark the occasion, some thirty blood donors from 
all parts of the country received a medal from the League 
President, Dr. Mario Villarroel Lander. These donors have all 
donated blood more than a hundred times. "Gratitude and 
admiration: these words are not strong enough to thank you for 
this life-saving deed," he said.
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PUBLICATIONS: HELP YOURSELVES
A wide selection of League and ICRC publications are on display 
at the Information and Press Service centre, beside the lower 
level coffee bar. All are free of charge and you are invited to 
help yourselves. The choice ranges from basic publicity and 
information materials to reports on major emergency operations 
and the latest numbers of the Weekly News and Daily Bulletin.

bul50/ec.me/27.11.91/0rig. French, English
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LAST SESSION OF THE VIIIth GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SOUTH AFRICA: PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE, LEAGUE'S MANDATE EXTENDED
The General Assembly adopted the resolution submitted by REDTAG 
(Red Cross Transitional Assistance Group) on the South African 
Red Cross. The resolution asks the League to extend for another 
year the mandate of its delegation in Johannesburg, 
responsible, inter alia, for supporting the National Society in 
its long-drawn-out efforts to become a really multi-racial 
body.

According to REDTAG, progress has been achieved over the past 
two years, although this was partly due to the current 
political situation in the country. Since the League's last 
General Assembly in October 1989, which decided to set up the 
group, the National Society has adopted the "policy of 
affirmative action" - aimed at giving equal chances to all 
disadvantaged groups - and a new Constitution. The resolution 
adopted by the General Assembly endorses and supports both 
actions.

However, structural problems remain. There is no effective 
communication between the seven regional committees and the 
headquarters of the National Society. Fund-raising efforts have 
to be undertaken. Some of the speakers noted a gulf between 
theory and reality. Programmes for the most disadvantaged 
communities must importively and systematically be created.

Les textes du Bulletin n’ont pas de caractère officiel. 
The texts of the Bulletin have no official character. 

Los textos del Boletín no son oficiales.



2

finally, the Secretary General of the League, Mr Par Stenback 
dwelt upon the problems linked to the financing of the League 
delegation in South Africa. The 1991 deficit amouth to CHF 
170,000 and CHF 340,000 are required in 1992 to make the 
delegation really operational and efficient. REDTAG will be 
kept in place, but staff will be cut from fours to two.

WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT: PRIORITIES FOR ACTION
Since the General Assembly adopted a Plan of Action for Women 
in Red Cross/Red Crescent Development in 1989, efforts have 
focussed on setting the stage for future activities. The role 
of women in the Movement has been reviewed and priority areas 
have been identified: now the emphasis should be on National 
Society action, reported the Secretariat's new Women in 
Development Adviser Rashem Ahluwalia.

Areas for future action range from increasing women's 
participation in decision-making bodies to improving their 
access to health services and to education and increasing 
income generating opportunities. Such a programme requires "a 
collective will and adequate resources," she concluded.

National Society speakers stressed repeatedly that women, 
although they are "pillars of development" and exert a major 
influence on the quality of family and community life, also 
figure most prominently, with their children, in the most 
vulnerable groups and are easily marginalized. Their access to 
decision-making is often difficult and their legal rights weak.

Delegates also urged the importance of monitoring all 
programmes in which the Movement is involved to ensure they 
reflect women's needs and of removing inequality in the Red 
Cross/Red Crescent workplace.

The topic will be discussed again in the Council of Delegates.

MEDAL-AWARD CEREMONY
- Dr Ahmed Abu Goura, in his capacity as President of the 
Jordan National Red Crescent, expressed thanks to all the 
components bodies of the Movement for their assistance during 
the Gulf crisis. The Presidents of the ICRC and the League, Mr 
Sommaruga and Mr Villarroel Lander respectively, the Secretary 
General and the head of the Middle East/North Africa Department 
of the League, Mr Stenback and Mr Eleghmary respectively, as 
well as 23 National Societies received the medal of the Jordan 
Red Crescent as a token of appreciation.
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- Mr Villarroel Lander, in his capacity as President of the 
Venezuelan Red Cross, expressed thanks to the Hungarian Red 
Cross for its considerable efforts in preparing these meetings.

RELIEF COMMISSION CHAIRMAN NAMED
Gunther Linden, Head of the International Department of the 
German Red Cross, will serve as Chairman of the Diaster Relief 
Commission for the next two years. He replaces Bernd Hoffmann, 
who resigned recently in mid-mandate, after leaving the German 
Red Cross.

VENUE OF NEXT ASSEMBLY
The General Assembly decided unanimously yesterday to accept 
the invitation of the British Red Cross Society to hold its 
next, 9th session in Great Britain. The meeting will take place 
in October 1993.

HISTORIC SESSION
Closing the 8th session of the General Assembly yesterday 
League President Dr Mario Villarroel Lander said the meetings 
had been "historic": the Federation had seen its membership 
reach 150 and the organisation had voted itself a new name. He 
ended by urging Societies to think over the form of the 
Assembly and to look for ways of making National Society 
participation more intensive and discussion more far-reaching.

OPENING OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES
The Council of Delegates was solemnly opened on 28 November. 
Opening the session, Dr Ahmed Abu-Goura, Chairman of the 
Standing Commission, recalled the regrettable but unavoidable 
decision to postpone the 26th International Conference. "We 
want to ensure that the Conference is successful and we want to 
safeguard its humanitarian and non-political nature," he 
stated. Today, with millions of people suffering and dying, 
with the continuing manufacture and use of terrible weapons 
systems, with over thirty armed conflicts raging in different 
parts of the world, the Movement, more than ever, has to forge 
ahead with its humanitarian mission.

In conclusion, the Chairman expressed the hope that in this 
threatening environment the Movement will rely on the support 
of young people into perpetuate the principles and ideals of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent in favour of peace.

Following the reading of the Fundamental Principles, the 
Council of Delegates elected as its Chairman Mr Rezso 
Sztuchlik, President of the Hungarian Red Cross. He accepted 
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the difficult challenge faced by the Movement in the late 20th 
century to improve and develop humanitarian action in an 
increasingly politicised world. He wished the Council of 
Delegates complete success in its work.

"The Council of Delegates is a unique forum, where all the 
components of our Movement can exchange ideas," stated the 
President of the ICRC, Mr Cornelio Sommaruga. He went on to 
indicate that, given the circumstances, this session assumes 
particular significance. He appealed to the Assembly to avoid 
negative conclusions for the medium and long terms, and 
stressed the extraordinary potential of the millions of 
members of the Movement united by a common objective in the 
service of man.

Mr Sommaruga went on to pay homage to the Hungarian Red Cross 
and government and recalled the pioneering role of the host 
country in promoting humanitarian action and the Movement for 
more than 127 years.

With respect to items on the Council's agenda, the President of 
the ICRC noted that - given the increasing difficulties of 
humanitarian missions in the field - questions of international 
co-operation have to be debated. Further, he expressed the view 
that without radical action aimed at eliminating the causes of 
the problems whose tragic consequences the Movement is trying 
to tackle, humanitarian action will no longer suffice to meet 
the immense needs. He concluded by urging the entire Movement 
to show evidence of imagination and dynamism to strengthen its 
capacity and thereby improve its efficiency.

The President of the League, Dr Mario Villarroel Lander touched 
on the challenges facing the Federation in a world undergoing 
profound and disquieting change. Social justice constitutes an 
individual right, for which the Movement has to struggle. Seen 
in this light, prevention and development are indissociable. Mr 
Villaroel welcomed the better co-operation with the ICRC and 
the dynamic process of reflection on the future of the 
Movement, which is more timely than ever before.

The delegates then watched a film produced by the BBC as part 
of the World Campaign for the Protection of Victims of War.

AWARD OF THE HENRY DUNANT MEDAL
The ceremony conferring the Henry Dunant Medal took place on 28 
November. The medal is awarded to those having rendered 
outstanding services to the Movement, or having sacrificed 
their lives in service of the Red Cross and Red Crescent cause. 
The medals were handed over by the Chairman of the Standing 
Commission, Mr Ahmed Abou-Goura.
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This year twelve persons were awarded the medal, seven of them 
posthumously.

They are the following:
Dr Jdnos HANTOS, who joined the Hungarian Red Cross in 1959, 
and was President of that Society from 1977 until his 
retirement in 1990 and member of the Standing Commission for 
two terms; Mr Hantos played an important role in the Movement, 
both nationally and internationally;
G- Baron KRAIJENHOFF, President of the Netherlands Red Cross 
between 1966 and 1986, Vice-President of the League between 
1973 and 1985; Mr Kraijenhoff was instrumental in developing 
his National Society's central blood transfusion service and 
took an active part in several commissions of the Movement;

Ms Kamar Kazoon CHOURA, member of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent 
since its foundation in 1946, who for all these years 
contributed with enthusiasm and dynamism to the development of 
humanitarian activities in her country;

Dr Carlos Alberto Vera MARTINEZ, physician, member of the 
Paraguayan Red Cross, who worked on the development of the 
National Society's activities in different fields, such as 
youth and volunteers service, first-aid, health and community 
development;
Mr William CASSIS, Director of Administration and Personnel of 
the League for 25 years, until his retirement in 1990, who was 
present on the international scene at every stage in the life 
of the Movement during this period, and worked with a refined 
sense of human relations;

Posthumously:

Mr Alexandre HAY, former President of the ICRC between 1976 and 
1987, later Chairman of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Peace, who showed deep conviction in both man and 
the humanitarian cause, which he served with tact, a sense of 
diplomacy, charisma and serenity;

Mr Peter ALTWEGG, ICRC delegate, who died in tragic 
circumstances on 6 October, 1990 in Somalia while carrying out 
a humanitarian mission;

Mr Walter BERWEGER, ICRC delegate, who died in January 1990 in 
an ambush in the Philippines, where he led the Mindanao 
sub-delegation;

Mr Mohammad OSMAN, employed at the ICRC orthopaedic centre in 
Kabul (Afghanistan) since it was opened in 1987, killed on 16 
August, 1990 in a bomb-attack when he was treating patients;
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Mr Abdul Qayum Faqir Yar, employed at the bureau of the ICRC 
Tracing Agency in Afghanistan, who on 1 September, 1990, when 
he was about to transmit messages to family members separated 
by the conflict, fell victim of an attack on the road to Herat;

Mr Juanito PATONG, employee working in the Philippines Red 
Cross/ICRC joint operation, who was killed at the same time as 
Walter Bergweger;
Mr Graeme WHYTE, CBE, former President, Honorary President and 
Treasurer of the New Zealand Red Cross, financial expert, whose 
dynamic spirit and considered advise contributed greatly to the 
support of young National Societies.

VANISHING EXHIBITION; DON'T LEAVE IT TOO LATE
If you haven't already viewed the fundraising exhibition 
opposite the main meeting room we suggest you do so very 
quickly: it is shrinking daily and if the illicit removal of 
items continues at the present rate it will soon have vanished 
completely.

May we remind you that the exhibition is intended to show the 
variety of National Societies' fundraising initiatives and give 
ideas to everyone here at the meetings. The items on display 
are an essential part of its message.

If you are interested in one or other of the items, we suggest 
you contact the National Society concerned which may have extra 
supplies. BUT PLEASE DO NOT DEMOLISH THE EXHIBITION BY HELPING 
YOURSELF.

WHO CARES? VIDEO FOR DELEGATIONS
Each National Society delegation in Budapest will receive a 
copy of "Who Cares?", the 10-minute video screened at the end 
of the General Assembly yesterday.

The video shows the worldwide assistance network of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent and illustrates with real life 
examples the goals of the League's Strategic Work Plan for the 
Nineties. It was produced for the League by Bengt Ericsson of 
Manustvatten Stryker Allt of Stockholm, Sweden. It is available 
in English, French, Spanish and Arabic editions.

Additional copies including television broadcast tapes may be 
obtained from the Public Affairs Department in Geneva. Costs 
will depend on type and format and mode of shipment. For 
further information contact Ralph Wright at the Information and 
Press Service centre near the lower level coffee bar.

NOTE. The Daily Bulletin is for information only. It does not 
constitute an official record.
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