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1. Notes on the history of the Florence Nightingale Medal
The Florence Nightingale Medal is the highest international 
distinction awarded to nurses.
At the VUIth International Red Cross Conference, in 1907, the 
Hungarian Red Cross submitted a proposal that a Nightingale 
Foundation should be created "to offer an international medal 
to ladies who had especially distinguished themselves in the 
noble mission of caring for the sick and wounded".

The Hungarian Red Cross Society wished to pay tribute to the 
dedication which Florence Nightingale (12 May 1820 - 13 August 
1910) brought to her work as a nurse in the Crimean War 
(1854-1856), and to honour her memory by a bronze medal 
engraved with a reproduction of the statuette, "The Lady with 
the Lamp", in the possession of St. Thomas’s Hospital, London.
The International Conference requested the ICRC to carry out 
an inquiry among the National Societies and solicit practical 
suggestions for implementing the Hungarian proposal; the 
Hungarian Red Cross itself had agreed to share in the costs 
involved in creating the award.
All the replies received were favourable and several National 
Societies offered to participate financially in the project.
The ICRC subsequently submitted a report on the subject to the 
IXth International Conference of the Red Cross, which was held 
in Washington in 1912.
The Hungarian proposal was formally accepted by the Washington 
Conference (Resolution No. XIII). It was decided to award six 
medals a year (12 in wartime).
In June 1914, the ICRC invited the National Societies to put 
forward the names of nurses who would qualify for the medal. 
When the First World War broke out, the ICRC decided, with the 
approval of the National Red Cross Societies, to postpone the 
first award until peace was restored. Eventually, on 12 May 
1920, the centenary of Florence Nightingale’s birth, the first 
award was made.
Acting on a proposal it had received, the ICRC submitted to 
the XHIth International Conference of the Red Cross (The 
Hague, 1928) a resolution recommending that the number of 
medals that could be awarded annually be increased from 6 to 
18, i.e., 36 medals every second year.
Later Conferences (Toronto, 1952; Manila, 1981) decided that a 
maximum of 50 medals could be awarded every two years, without 
the ICRC being bound to distribute them all.
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The Regulations for the Florence Nightingale 
revised several times. The text currently in 
by the XXIVth International Conference, held 
(see Annex I).
Amendments are being submitted to the XXVIth 
Conference .

Medal have been 
force was adopted 
in Manila in 1981

International

2. List of recipients (1987-1991)
Australia
1987 :
Sister Berenice Nonie Ryan
Mrs. Elisabeth Eleanor Nissen
1991 :
Miss Margaret Ann Staff
Bahamas
1991 :
Mrs. Rosamae Bain
Canada
1987 ;
Mrs. Barbara Ann Robinson
Mrs. Jane Bryant Lehman
Ms. Cécile Emilia Grenier
1991 :
Miss Marie Anna Elisabeth Carrier
China (People's Republic of)
1987:
Mrs. Shi Mei Li
Miss Zhang Yun-qing
Miss Chen Lu-de
1989 ;
Mrs. Lu Yuzheng
Mrs. Zhou Xianjun
Mrs. Sun Xiulan
Mrs. Lin Juying
1991 :
Mrs. Wu Jing-fang
Costa Rica
1987:
Mrs. Orfilia Blanco Loâiciga
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Cuba
1987 :
Miss María N’oelia Sánchez Martinez
Miss Amanda Izquierdo Hernández
Czechoslovakia
1987 :
Mrs. Marie Soprova
1989 :
Mrs. Zora Machova
Egypt (Arab Republic of)
1987:
Mrs. Aleya El Far
Ethiopia
1987 :
Sister Legesse Zenebework
Sister Ayana Aster
Sister Kebede Berkinesh
1989 :
Sister Asfaw Mammit
Sister Alemu Shewaye
1991 :
Sister Tersite Desta Teksite
Finland
1987:
Miss Ingrid Margaretha Hamelin
France
1987:
Miss Rose-May Barthomivat de la Besse
Miss Hélène Escoffier
Mrs. Danielle Elisabeth Savina
Mrs. Georgette Terray
1989:
Miss Simone Royer de la Bastie
Miss Jacqueline Briot
Mrs. Marie-Clotilde Fardel
Mrs. Josiane Gabel
Mrs. Anne de Lepine
Mrs. Henriette de Montferrand
Miss Germaine Quoniam
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1991 :
Miss Jacqueline Deroy
Miss Odette Deve
Mrs. Jocelyne Thévenin
German Democratic Republic
1987 :
Mrs. Maria Elisabeth Seipolt
1989 :
Mrs. Elli Schürmann
Greece
1989 :
Miss Stavroula Papamicrouli
Hungary
1987 :
Mrs. Jânosné Harmati
1989 :
Mrs. Ilona Magyar
Mrs. Maria Tompa
Mrs. Anna Rima
Iceland
1989:
Mrs. Maria Petursdottir
Ireland
1991 ;
Mrs. Helen Mary Tobler-Staunton
Italy
1987:
Mrs. Luigia Faccaro Marocco
Mrs. Maria Rita Orzalesi
1991 :
Sister Amelia Colombo
Mrs. Tina Primiceri Coppa
Miss Amina Simonis
Japan
1987 :
Miss Yasuko Otake
Miss Shizui Sakumoto
Miss Katsu Hayakawa



1989 :
Miss Kyo Matsuura
Miss Sada Arai
Mrs. Kimiyo Jimi
1991 ;
Miss Maru Isa
Miss Fumiko Ohmori
Korea (Republic of)
1987 :
Mrs. Keumja Choi
Mrs. Aehyong Cho
Mrs . Soonku Kong
1989 :
Mrs. Choon-ae Lee
Mrs. Doo Ryun Park
Mrs. Kum Nyon Kim
1991 :
Mrs. Myung-ja Park
Lebanon
1987 :
Mrs. Hoda Asmar
Lesotho
1991 ;
Mrs. Dorcas Johanna Tlakale Mohapeloa
Netherlands
1991 :
Mrs. Marianne Tenthof van Noorden-de Slegt
New Zealand
1987 ;
Miss Glenys Lorraine Rodger-Checchi
1991 :
Miss Jennifer McMahon
Philippines
1991 :
Mrs. Elvegia R. Mendoza
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Poland
1987 :
Mrs. Irena Romanowska
Mrs. Elena Rabowska-Witkiewicz
Mrs. Waleria Peksa
Mrs. Magdalena Puslowska-Owczarek
1989:
Mrs. Janina Hofman
Mrs. Jadwiga Omyllo
Mrs. Stanislawa Fronczak-Karolczuk
Mrs. Wanda Ossowska
Mrs. Eleonora Swierczek
Mrs. Janina Zych
1991 :
Mrs. Halina Michalska
Mrs. Dorota Scigajllo
Rwanda
1989 :
Miss Marie Agnès Mukandahindurwa
Sri Lanka
1991 :
Miss Sithampara Nadaraja Balaratnam
Suriname
1987 :
Sister Elsje Celestine Finck-Sanichar
Syrian Arab Republic
1989:
Mrs. Khairia Al-Orfali
Thailand
1987 :
Mrs. Nongyao Chotpanich
Mrs. Oravonna Utaisen
1989:
Mrs. Surat Kajittanon
Miss Lakana Sugrivaka
Trinidad and Tobago
1991 :
Mrs. Laurel McLouise McDowell



9

Uganda
1987 :
Miss Catherine Musoke
United Kingdom
1987 :
Miss Phyllis Eileen Edwards
Mrs. Annette Kerr
1989:
Miss Elisabeth Lamb
1991 :
Miss Claire Bertschinger
United States of America
1987 :
Mrs. Ruthelle Duke Wilson
USSR
1987 :
Mrs. Maria P. Signekova
Mrs. Antonina A. Pikhteeva
Mrs. Vera V. Shirokaia
1989:
Mrs . Anna M. 
Mrs. Nina A.

Dmitrienko
Sokolova

Yugoslavia
1989 ;
Miss Anka Lozanic-Vidovic
Miss Julija Beltram
1991 :
Mrs. Lence Kepeva
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3. Proposed amendments to the Regulations for the Florence 
Nightingale Medal
Experience acquired since 1981, changes in the nursing 
profession and requests from National Societies have prompted 
the Florence Nightingale Commission to propose the following 
two amendments to the Regulations.

3.1. Criteria for the award
The nursing profession has evolved considerably over the 
years, particularly as regards public health activities. The 
exemplary services qualifying for the award can therefore no 
longer be restricted to those accomplished in wartime or 
situations of natural disaster. The Commission has therefore 
decided to redefine the criteria for the award to take 
account of the present scope of nursing tasks, while 
maintaining the award’s truly exceptional character. In the 
future, the award will consequently be based on any one of 
the following considerations:
- the exceptional course taken by a candidate’s career;
- the element of personal sacrifice within the context of a 
given mission or professional activity;

- the candidate’s creativity and pioneering spirit,
- his or her contribution to nursing education.

3.2. Award of the Florence Nightingale Medal to male nurses and 
male voluntary nursing aides
The current Regulations do not 
awarded to male nurses or male 
voluntary nursing aides.

provide for the Medal to be 
Red Cross or Red Crescent

In most countries, nursing is also a male 
Florence Nightingale Commission therefore 
XXVIth International Conference eliminate

profession. The 
suggests that the 
this adverse

distinction between men and women of the same profession.
Male candidates will be subject to the same criteria and 
will be assessed in the same spirit as female candidates.
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4. Regulations for the Florence Nightingale Medal (revised)
(Amendments are shown in bold)

Article 1

In accordance with the recommendation of the Vlllth
International Conference of the Red Cross held in London in 
1907, and the decision of the IXth International Conference 
held in Washington in 1912, a Fund was established by
contributions from National Societies of the Red Cross in 
memory of the great and distinguished services of Florence 
Nightingale for the improvement of the care of wounded and 
sick.

The income of the Fund shall be used for the distribution of a 
Medal, to be called the "Florence Nightingale Medal", to 
honour the spirit which marked the whole life and work of 
Florence Nightingale.

Article 2

The Florence Nightingale Medal may be awarded to qualified 
male or female nurses and also to male or female voluntary 
nursing aides who are active members or regular helpers of a 
National Red Cross or Red Crescent Society or of an affiliated 
medical or nursing institution.

The Medal may be awarded to those of the above-mentioned 
persons who have distinguished themselves in time of peace or 
war by:

- exceptional courage and devotion to the wounded, sick or 
disabled or to civilian victims of a conflict or disaster,

- exemplary services or a creative and pioneering spirit in 
the areas of public health or nursing education.

The Medal may be awarded posthumously if the prospective 
recipient has fallen on active service.

Article 3

The Medal shall be awarded by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross on proposals made to it by National Societies.
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Article 4

The Medal shall be in silver-gilt with a portrait on the 
obverse of Florence Nightingale with the words "Ad memoriam 
Florence Nightingale 1820-1910". On the reverse it shall bear 
the inscription on the circumference "Pro vera misericordia et 
cara humanitate perennis decor universalis". The name of the 
holder and the date of the award of the Medal shall be 
engraved in the centre.

The Medal shall be attached by a red and white ribbon to a 
laurel crown surrounding a red cross.

The Medal shall be accompanied by a diploma on parchment.

Article 5

The Medal shall be presented in each country either by the 
Head of the State, or by the President of the Central 
Committee of the National Society directly or by their 
substitutes.

The ceremony shall take place with a solemnity consistent with 
the distinction of the honour conferred.

Article 6

The distribution of the Florence Nightingale Medal shall take 
place every two years.

Not more than 50 Medals may be issued at any one distribution.

If by reason of exceptional circumstances due to a widespread 
state of war it has been impossible for one or more 
distributions to take place, the number of Medals awarded at 
subsequent distributions may exceed the figure of 50 but may 
not exceed the total number which would normally have been 
attained, if the preceding distributions had been able to take 
place.

Article 7

From the beginning of September of the year preceding the year 
in which the Medal is awarded, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross shall invite the Central Committees of the 
National Societies by means of a circular and application 
forms to submit the names of the candidates they consider 
qualified to be awarded a Medal, in accordance with the 
conditions mentioned in Article 2.
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Article 8

The Central Committees of the National Societies, having taken 
all requisite advice, shall submit to the International
Committee of the Red Cross the names and qualifications of the 
candidates they propose.

To enable the International Committee to operate a fair 
selection, the candidates' names shall be accompanied by all 
relevant information justifying an award of the Medal, in 
accordance with the criteria mentioned in Article 2.

All applications submitted must come from the Central 
Committee of a National Society.

The Central Committees may submit one or more applications, 
but are not bound to submit applications for each 
distribution.

Article 9

The applications with the reasons in support of them must 
reach the International Committee of the Red Cross before 1 
March of the year in which the award of the Medal is to take 
place.

Applications reaching the International Committee after that 
date cannot be considered except in connection with a 
subsequent award.

Article 10

The International Committee of the Red Cross retains complete 
freedom of choice. It may refrain from awarding the total 
number of Medals contemplated, if the qualifications of the 
applicants submitted do not appear to merit this distinguished 
honour.

Article 11

The International Committee of the Red Cross shall issue on 
the anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale, namely 
on 12 May, a circular informing the Central Committees of the 
National Societies of the names of those to whom the Medal has 
been awarded.
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Article 12

The present Regulations, adopted by the XXVIth International 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held in Budapest 
in 1991, supersede all previous rules relating to the Florence 
Nightingale Medal, in particular those of the IXth 
International Conference (Washington, 1912), the Regulations 
of 24 December 1913 and the amendments to the latter by the 
Xth Conference (Geneva, 1921), the XHIth Conference (The 
Hague, 1928), the XVth Conference (Tokyo, 1934), the XVIIIth 
Conference (Toronto, 1952) and the XXIVth Conference (Manila, 
1981).
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5. Draft resolution

Revision of the Regulations for the Florence Nightingale Medal

The XXVI1 11 International Conference of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent,
- having taken note of the report drawn up by the 

International Committee of the Red Cross,
- wishing to see the award of the medal remain an exceptional 
distinction,
1. endorse the amendment to Article 2 of the Regulations for 

the Florence Nightingale Medal, which is intended to pay 
tribute to the exceptional character and the pioneer 
spirit that must be demonstrated by all candidates for 
the award,

2. approves the principle of awarding the Florence 
Nightingale Medal henceforth also to men who fulfil the 
conditions set out in Article 2 of the Regulations,

3. adopts the Regulations, duly amended.

***********





17

Annex I

CURRENT REGULATIONS FOR THE FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE MEDAL

(Manila 1981)
The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross,

mindful of Recommendation 2 of the first session of the 
General Assembly of the League of Red Cross Societies (Geneva 
1979),

having studied the report on the examination of the 
Regulations for the Florence Nightingale Medal,

approves the revised text of those Regulations, which reads 
as foilows:
Article 1

In accordance with the recommendation of the VUIth International 
Conference of the Red Cross held in London in 1907, and the 
decision of the IXth International Conference held in Washington 
in 1912, a Fund was established by contributions from National 
Societies of the Red Cross in memory of the great and 
distinguished services of Florence Nightingale for the 
improvement of the care of wounded and sick.
The income of the Fund shall be used for the distribution of a 
Medal, to be called the "Florence Nightingale Medal", to honour 
the spirit which marked the whole life and work of Florence 
Night ingale.
Article 2

The Florence Nightingale Medal may be awarded to qualified nurses 
and also to voluntary aids who are active members or regular 
helpers of a National Red Cross or Red Crescent Society or of an 
affiliated medical or nursing institution, for having 
distinguished themselves in time of peace or war, by their 
exceptional courage and devotion to wounded, sick or disabled 
persons or those whose health is threatened.
The Medal may be awarded posthumously if the prospective 
recipient has fallen on active service.
Article 3

The Medal shall be awarded by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross on proposals made to it by National Societies.
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Article 4

The Medal shall be in silver-gilt with a portrait on the observe 
of Florence Nightingale with the words "Ad memorial» Florence 
Nightingale 1820-1910". On the reverse it shall bear the 
inscription on the circumference "Pro vera misericordia et cara 
humanitate perennis decor universalis". The name of the holder 
and the date of the award of the Medal shall be engraved in the 
centre.
The Medal shall be attached by a red and white ribbon to a laurel 
crown surrounding a red cross.
The Medal shall be accompanied by a diploma on parchment.
Article 5

The Medal shall be presented in each country either by the Head 
of the State, or by the President of the Central Committee of the 
National Society directly or by their substitutes.
The ceremony shall take place with a solemnity consistent with 
the distinction of the honour conferred.
Article 6

The distribution of the Florence Nightingale Medal shall take 
place every two years.
Not more than 50 Medals can be issued at any one distribution.
If by reason of exceptional circumstances due to a widespread 
state of war it has been impossible for one or more distributions 
to take place, the number of Medals awarded at subsequent 
distributions may exceed the figure of 50 but may not exceed the 
total number which would normally have been attained, if the 
preceding distributions had been able to take place.
Article 7

From the beginning of September of the year preceding the year in 
which the Medal is awarded, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross shall invite the Central Committees of the National 
Societies by means of a circular and application forms to submit 
the names of the candidates they consider qualified to be awarded 
a Medal, in accordance with the conditions mentioned in
Art icle 2.
Article 8

The Central Committees of the National Societies, having taken 
all requisite advice, shall submit to the International Committee 
of the Red Cross the names and qualifications of the candidates 
they propose.
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To enable the International Committee to operate a fair 
selection, the candidates’ names shall be accompanied by all 
relevant information justifying an award of the Medal.
All applications submitted must come from the Central Committee 
of a National Society.
The Central Committees may submit one or more applications, but 
are not bound to submit applications for each distribution.
Article 9

The applications with the reasons in support of them must reach 
the International Committee of the Red Cross before March 1 of 
the year in which the award of the Medal is to take place.
Applications reaching the International Committee after that date 
cannot be considered except in connection with a subsequent 
award.
Article 10

The International Committee of the Red Cross retains complete 
freedom of choice. It may refrain from awarding the total number 
of Medals contemplated, if the qualifications of the applicants 
submitted do not appear to merit this distinguished honour.
Article 11

The International Committee of the Red Cross shall issue on the 
anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale, namely on May 
12, a circular informing the Central Committees of the National 
Societies of the names of those to whom the Medals have been 
awarded.
It shall forward to the Central Committees as soon as possible 
after that date the Medals and diplomas to be handed to their 
recipients.
Article 12

The present Regulations, adopted by the XXIVth International 
Conference of the Red Cross held in Manila in 1981, supersede all 
previous rules relating to the Florence Nightingale Medal, in 
particular those of the International Conference in Washington, 
1912, the Regulations of 24 December 1912, and the amendments to 
the latter by the Xth Conference in Geneva, 1921, the XHIth 
Conference in The Hague, 1928, the XVth Conference in Tokyo, 
1934, and the XVIIIth Conference in Toronto, 1952.
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Annex II

AUGUSTA FUND

ESTABLISHMENT:
In 1980, at the initiative of the ICRC, to commemorate the 
services rendered to the Red Cross by the German Empress Augusta, 
wife of Wilhelm I.

OBJECT:
Modified on several occasions. At the XXIst International 
Conference of the Red Cross, held in Istanbul in 1969, it was 
decided that, pending further modification, receipts from the 
Augusta Fund would be allocated to the Florence Nightingale Medal 
Fund. This decision was confirmed at the 22nd Conference, held in 
Tehran in 1973.

ADMINISTRATION:
In view of the above decision, the same as for the Florence 
Nightingale Medal.



AUGUSTA FUND
BALANCE SHEET AT 31 DECEMBER 1990

ASSETS SFr.
Bonds 55.000
Other securities (purchase price) 46.692

101.692
Less:
Reserve for stock market fluctuations
(Market value SFr. 91.010.-) (10.682)

91.010
Banks 10.781
Federal Tax Administration, Berne, (withholding
tax refund) 1.872
International Committee of the Red Cross, current account 1.408

105.071
LIABILITIES
Inalienable capital 100.000
Reserve for fluctuations in the prices of securities 7.788
Excess expenditure brougt forward (6.245)
Excess expenditure over receipts in 1990 3.528
Total capital 105.071

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR 1990
EXPENDITURE
Audit fees
Safekeeping charges

RECEIPTS
Income from securities and bank interests

RESULTS
Excess of expenditure over receipts in 1990

853
149

1.002

4.530
4.530

3.528


