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Election of the international fact-finding Commission

On June 25th, 1991, at the invitation of Switzerland as the
depositary State of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the 
Additional Protocols, the Conference for the election of the 
fifteen members of the international fact-finding Commission (the 
"Commission") provided for in Article 90 of Additional Protocol I 
took place in Berne. The Commission's main task will be to 
inquire, in cases of international armed conflicts, into 
allegations of serious violations of the Geneva Conventions and 
Additional Protocol I, provided that both the State having made 
the allegations and the State accused thereof have accepted the 
competence of the Commission.

Nineteen of the first twenty States having made the declaration 
formally accepting the competence of the Commission took part in 
the Conference, vested with full voting rights. The Ukraine was 
not represented. Germany and Chile participated as observers as 
their declaration accepting the competence of the Commission will 
not take effect until August for the former and October 1991 for 
the latter.

Of the twenty States entitled to vote, Byelorussia, Iceland and 
the Ukraine had renounced the right to nominate their own 
candidate. The following candidates were elected :

Dr. André Andries, Belgium
Prof. Ghalib Djilali, Algeria
Prof. Marcel Dubouloz, Switzerland
Dr. Valeri S. Kniasev, Soviet Union
Dr. Erich Kussbach, Austria
Dr. James M. Simpson, Canada
Prof. Luigi Condorelli, Italy
Prof. Daniel H. Martins, Uruguay
Dr. Santiago Torres Bernardez, Spain
Prof. Frits Kalshoven, Netherlands
Prof. Kenneth J. Keith, New Zealand
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Dr. Carl-Ivar Skarsted, Sweden
Prof. Torkel Opsahl, Norway
Prof. Allan Rosas, Finland
Prof. Francis Zachariae, Denmark

After the election, the participants in the Conference discussed 
questions regarding the funding of the Commission's 
administrative expenses and agreed upon the following arrangement 
(the "Arrangement"), taking effect on October 1st, 1991, unless 
objected to on or before September 30th, 1991 by one or more
States represented at the Conference and vested with full voting 
rights (the "High Contracting Parties"):

For a period of three years,

a) Switzerland shall operate the Commission's secretariat at 
no cost to the Commission and meet the expenses incurred by 
the Commission in connection with meetings the Commission 
may wish to hold in Switzerland.

b) Each High Contracting Party whose candidate has been 
elected to the Commission shall be solely responsible for 
the costs of transportation, board and lodging arising from 
that member's participation in the meetings referred to in 
the previous paragraph. The High Contracting Parties 
concerned may fix the per diems in accordance with those of 
international experts performing comparable tasks in 
Switzerland.

Before the expiration of this Arrangement on .September 30, 1994, 
a meeting of the High Contracting Parties and all other States 
having made the declaration pursuant to Article 90 of Protocol I 
shall be held at the initiative of the depositary State, or any 
other High Contracting Party, or any other State having made said 
declaration, in order to adopt a new mechanism for the funding 
of the Commission's administrative expenses.
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If one or more High Contracting Parties timely object to this 
Arrangement, the depositary State will notify the other High 
Contracting Parties thereof and provide them with an opportunity 
to express their views on the objections raised, be it in writing 
or at a conference convened for that purpose.

In the course of the first half of 1992 at the latest, 
Switzerland, as the depositary State, will convoke the Commission 
for its initial meeting.

July, 1991


