
Btt-LECT-N C1CJ

Cp- R - 49 ?9

COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

Geneva, 26-27 October 1989

REPORT ON THE DEBATES

Document drawn up 
by

the International Committee of the Red Cross
and

the League of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

.

Geneva, 1991



COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

GENEVA, 26-27 OCTOBER 1989

REPORT ON THE DEBATES

Document drawn up
by

the International Committee of the Red 
and the League of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies

Cross

Geneva, 1991





Ill

CONTENTS

Agenda ....................................................  VI
First Meeting: Thursday. 26 October, 5 p.m. ............... 1
Opening Address by the Chairman of the Standing Commission

of the Red Cross and Red Crescent ....................... 1
Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretaries of

the Council ............................................. 3
Welcome to new National Societies ......................... **
Appeal on behalf of the ICRC Delegates kidnapped in Lebanon
on 6 October 1989 ....................................... 5

Adoption of the Agenda ....................................  ®
Presentation of the Henry Dunant Medal .....................  7
Presentation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Prize for
Peace and Humanity ......................................  10

Page

Second Meeting: Friday. 27 October. 9 a.m. ................
Report of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and 

Peace ...................................................
. Information on the "Seminar on Information and 
Dissemination of International Humanitarian Law 
as a Contribution to Peace” ...........................

. Worldwide Campaign for the Protection of Victims of War
Final Report of the Group of Experts on Human Rights ...

. Decision regarding the Future of the Commission .......

Third Meeting: Friday. 27 October, 3 p.m. ..............
Information Policy of the Movement .....................
Participation in the 1992 Seville Universal Exposition
Formation of a Study Group to examine the 1987 Provisions 

on the Use of the Emblem in the Light of Experience and 
new Developments .....................................



IV

Respect for and Dissemination of the Fundamental Principles:
Intermediary Report of the ICRC on the on-going Study .... 24

Commemoration of the 125th Anniversary of the International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement .....................  25

Report on the Activities of the Henry Dunant Institute .... 27
Video film on protection of war victims ...................  30
Place and date of the next Council of Delegates; closure of 
the session ...............................................  3 1

Page

Annexes:
A . Resolutions ............................................. 32
1. World Campaign for the Protection of Victims of War ..... 32
2. The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement

and Human Rights ........................................ 33
3. Future of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent

and Peace ...............................................  33
4. Information Policy of the Movement .......................  34
5. Participation of the International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement in the 1992 Universal Exposition
in Seville ..............................................  35

6. Formation of a Working Group to examine the 1987 revised
Provisions on the Use of the Emblem in the Light of 
Experience and new Developments ..........................  36

7. Study on Respect for and Dissemination of the Fundamental
Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent ............ 37



V

B. Henry Dunant Medal ...................................... 39
Tribute to Mr. Ali Fourati (Tunisian Red Crescent) ........  39
Tribute to Mr. Leon G. Stubbings (Australian Red Cross

Society) .................. 39
Tribute to Mr. George M. Elsey (American Red Cross) .......  40
Tribute to Mr. M.L. Kashetra Snidvongs (The Thai Red Cross

Society) ............ 41
Tribute to Mr. Gejza Mencer (Czechoslovak Red Cross) ......  41
Tribute to Mr. Michael Egabu (The Uganda Red Cross Society and

ICRC collaborator) [posthumously] ........... 42

Page

C . Red Cross and Red Crescent Prize for Peace and Humanity .. 43
Tribute to the Lebanese Red Cross .......................... 43

Any Amendment to the Statements 
of Speakers shall be communicated 
to the ICRC before the Opening of 
the next Council of Delegates



VI

AGENDA
26 October . 5 p .m .

1. Opening Address by the Chairman of the Standing Commission of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

2. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretaries of 
the Council.

3. Adoption of the Agenda.

6 p . m .
A. Presentation of the Henry Dunant Medal.
5. Presentation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Prize for 

Peace and Humanity.

27 October. 9 a.m .
6. Report of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and 

Peace including:
a) Information on the "Seminar on information and 

dissemination of International Humanitarian Law as a 
contribution to peace" (Leningrad 10-1A October 1988) 
(Resolution A, Council of Delegates 1987).

b) Worldwide Campaign for the protection of victims of war 
(Resolution 2, Council of Delegates 1987).

c) Final Report of the Group of Experts on Human Rights.
d) Decision regarding the future of the Commission (follow up 

to Decision 1, Council of Delegates 1985).
7. Report on the follow up given to the following Resolutions of 

the Council of Delegates (1987):
a) Information Policy of the Movement (Resolution 8).
b) Participation in the 1992 Seville Universal exposition 

(Resolution 10).
8. Formation of a Study Group to examine the 1987 revised 

Provisions on the Use of the Emblem in the Light of 
Experience and new Developments .

9. Respect for and dissemination of the Fundamental Principles: 
Intermediary Report of the ICRC on the on-going study.



VII

10. Commemoration of the 125th Anniversary of the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (Resolution 7 of the 
Council of Delegates 1987).

11. Report on the activities of the Henry Dunant Institute.
12. Other business.
13. Place and date of the next Council.



C O U N C I L O F D E L E G A T E S

(26-27 October 1989)

First Meeting 
Thursday, 26 October 1989 

5 p .m .

AGENDA ITEM 1 : OPENING ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE STANDING
COMMISSION OF THE RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT

Dr. Ahmed ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
observed that one of the main subjects of the agenda was peace. 
Indeed, peace had so often been discussed and appealed for by all 
those present but its meaning was still not understood by some. 
While calm and settlement were synonyms of the word peace, he 
wondered how many people in the world understood its true 
meaning, or believed it or applied it. Listening and reading to 
the media and to reports from within the Movement, it was evident 
that the number of sporadic wars, tensions and internal troubles 
was increasing, as was both the number of people suffering and 
the number of people striving to alleviate that suffering. It 
was sad to see that some of the latter were killed and abducted 
in the course of their activities, that international 
humanitarian law was being violated in many places and that the 
1977 Additional Protocols had not been ratified by some States, 
in particular by certain powerful States.
The Movement had held two International Conferences on peace: the 
first in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in 1975 and the second in Aaland , 
Finland, and Stockholm, Sweden, in 1984. He wondered when and 
where, and indeed if, a third would be held. Discrimination was 
continuing, as was killing, the existence of refugees without 
shelter and people dying of hunger, disease and poverty, yet 
mankind still considered itself to be living in a civilized world 
and not in a Jungle.
Turning to the Agreement Just signed between the League and the 
ICRC during the course of the Vlth session of the General 
Assembly of the League, he congratulated all components of the 
Movement on that achievement, while expressing the hope that 
there would be no need for any written Agreement in the future 
and that the elements of the Agreement would form part of the 
Fundamental Principles of the Movement and thus be contained in 
its Statutes and Rules of Procedure. Goodwill was required to 
co-operate and collaborate in finding the best ways and means to 
serve the cause of humanity. At the same time, steps should be
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taken to maintain the independence and initiative of each of the 
components of the Movement. He appealed to all present to 
establish peace within the Movement, extend it to every corner of 
the globe and build it in the minds of people. He called on all 
to think peace every day.
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AGENDA ITEM 2: ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN AND
SECRETARIES OF THE COUNCIL

Dr. A. ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
proposed, in accordance with tradition, that Mr. Sommaruga, 
President of the ICRC , should be elected Chairman and that 
Dr. Villarroel Lander, President of the League, should be elected 
Vice-Chairman.

The proposal was unanimously approved.

Mr . Cornelio SOMMARUGA
thanked the Council for the honour done to him in electing him 
Chairman.
Recalling that in Rio in 1987 he had chaired the Council for the 
first time, he expressed his pleasure at seeing so many friends 
and men of action present during his second chairmanship.
Indeed, in less than three years he had visited 38 National 
Societies and had received the representatives of many others in 
Geneva. Since October 1987 he had come to collaborate closely 
with the League, particularly in the persons of its President and 
Secretary General - also two men of action. Together they had 
sought solutions to problems which could provide rapid and 
effective action for the Movement. He hoped that such intense 
and fruitful collaboration would continue on the basis of the 
ICRC/League Agreement.
The challenges which the Movement must face were considerable.
Two of them in particular gave him cause for concern: firstly, 
too often ideological blindness and intolerance were placing 
human dignity in Jeopardy, and, secondly, the efforts of the 
Movement were coming up against increased politicizing of 
humanitarian action. That led to such situations as the recent 
abduction of two ICRC delegates, despite the protecting emblem 
and that had meant that the humanitarian aid with which they had 
been associated had been halted to the detriment of victims of a 
conflict situation. However, the ICRC was in a position to 
mobilize governments and public opinion; it had in its favour the 
age of the Movement, its adhesion to principles of common action 
and its quasi-universality.
One particular area where increased needs existed was that of the 
protection of children in order that the children of the current 
age might grow in health and peace. It was they who bore within 
them the hope for a more tolerant world. As the young people of 
the Movement had said during Supercamp, the world needed both the 
experience of the old and the energy and ideals of the young.
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He confirmed that the ICRC was determined to overcome the 
obstacles encountered in the exercise of its work. To that end 
it was constantly seeking to increase the effectiveness of its 
activity. In that connection, a review had been carried out, 
resulting in several important decisions aimed at restructuring 
the ICRC and improving the Movement to ensure that the ICRC 
fulfilled its mandate more efficiently. At the same time, the 
ICRC would be more effective and efficient if it could count on 
the support of all those represented at the Council.
Referring to the recent completion of the publication "Une 
mission impossible: 1e CICR, 1e s camps de concentration et 1e s
nazis", he said that the author had had unlimited access to the 
relevant archives and complete freedom of action. The result 
was a detailed and thoroughly researched book and, although the 
ICRC did not agree with all its conclusions - the publication 
contained a statement about the ICRC ’ s position in relation to 
its contents - it considered that the book raised important 
questions. It was essential always to learn from the past.
He concluded with a message of hope; mankind was perfectible. 
While men were sometimes intolerant and violent, they could also 
be tolerant and sincere. The fact of human suffering was a 
tragedy which must be faced in a spirit of brotherhood, mutual 
trust and determination. He hoped that all three qualities would 
be the hallmark of the Council's discussions.

Mr. C. SOMMARUGA (Chairman)
then proposed, in accordance with tradition, that Mr. Cassis, 
head of the Administrative Services Department of the League, and 
Mr. Cayla, assistant at the ICRC, should be elected secretaries.

The proposal was unanimously approved.

WELCOME TO NEW NATIONAL SOCIETIES

Mr. C. SOMMARUGA (Chairman)
greeted the National Societies of Chad, Mozambique, Dominica, and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, whose delegations were 
attending the Council for the first time as full members. The 
total number of National Societies had thus increased to 149. He 
also extended greetings to those National Societies in process of 
formation, which had observer status.
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APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE ICRC DELEGATES KIDNAPPED 
IN LEBANON ON 6 OCTOBER 1989

Dr. Mouloud BELAOUANE (Algerian Red Crescent Society)
drew the attention to the recent tragedy having occurred in 
Lebanon with the abduction of Emanuel Christen and Elio Erriquez , 
ICRC delegates, whose fate was still unknown. The act committed 
concerned all present and was an insult to morality. He 
therefore called for full solidarity with the ICRC, whose 
delegates were risking their lives to bring help and urged the 
Council unanimously to approve the appeal which he was proposing 
(see Annex) .

The appeal on behalf of the ICRC delegates kidnapped in Lebanon 
on 6 October 1989 was unanimously approved.

Mr. C. SOMMARUGA (Chairman),
speaking as President of the ICRC, thanked the Council, on behalf 
of the two delegates in question and all Red Cross and Red 
Crescent volunteers and ICRC delegates everywhere, for its strong 
approval of the appeal .
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AGENDA ITEM 3: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Mr. C. SOMMARUGA (Chairman)
informed the Council that the British Red Cross had suggested 
that the following should be included in the agenda: "Formation 
of a study group to examine the 1987 revised Regulations on the 
use of the emblem in the light of experience and new 
developments". The Standing Commission approved the inclusion of 
this point. He suggested that, if adopted, it should become new 
agenda item 8.

The agenda, as amended, was adopted.
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Thursday, 26 October 1989 
6 p . m .

AGENDA ITEM 4: PRESENTATION OF THE HENRY DUNANT MEDAL

Dr. A. ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
announced that he had pleasure in presenting the Henry Dunant 
Medal to six persons having given outstanding service to the 
Movement.
(See tributes Annex B).
The first was Dr. Ali Fourati of the Tunisian Red Crescent, 
who had been a founder member of his National Society and had 
devoted 30 years to it and to the Movement in general. He had 
played a leading role, both as President of the National Society 
and internationally by presiding over regional commissions and 
meetings of great importance.

Dr. A. FOURATI (Tunisian Red Crescent)
said that he was very moved by the honour done to him by the 
Standing Commission and could only interpret it as a gesture of 
recognition collectively to all those who had devoted a part of 
their life to the Movement in his country. He noted that it was 
the first time that the medal had been awarded to a member of a 
Maghreb Red Crescent Society.

Dr. A. ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
presented the medal to Mr. Leon G. Stubbings of the Australian 
Red Cross Society, who had devoted much of his life to the 
Australian Red Cross Society, of which he had been President 
until 1988, and to the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement. He had made an enormous contribution and been an 
outstanding example to the Movement.

Mr. Leon G. STUBBINGS (Australian Red Cross Society)
said that it was a great honour for him to receive the medal. He 
was proud to have served the Movement and it seemed to him that 
over the years he had gained more from the experience than he had 
given. It had been a pleasure to work with people from all parts 
of the world who were living the principles of the Movement.
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Dr. A. ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
presented the medal to Mr. George M. ELSEY, who had been 
President of the American Red Cross from 1970 to 1983, during 
which time he had participated in many sessions of the Executive 
Council and other bodies of the League, particularly the Finance 
Commission, of which he had been Chairman.

Mr. George M. ELSEY (American Red Cross)
expressed his humble thanks in accepting the medal, recognizing 
that it would not have been awarded him if it had not been for 
the warm and generous co-operation of members of the American Red 
Cross, the League and other member Societies. He also thanked 
those who had collaborated with him in the Finance Commission 
during his terms as Vice-Chairman and Chairman.

Dr. A. ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
presented the medal to Professor Kashetra Snidvongs of the Thai 
Red Cross Society, who had served the Movement for 51 years. 
Professor Kashetra Snidvongs had led teams of doctors and nurses 
on relief operations on several occasions and had represented his 
National Society in many Red Cross Conferences and meetings. He 
had devoted his whole working life to the cause of medical 
education.

The eldest son of Professor KASHETRA SNIDVONGS
received the medal on behalf of his father who had been prevented 
from attending the ceremony for reasons of ill health. He 
briefly outlined his father’s medical career and recalled his 
devotion to the cause of medicine in his own country and to the 
Movement.

Dr. A. ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
awarded the medal to Professor Gejza Mencer of the Czechoslovak 
Red Cross, a devoted member of his National Society and an expert 
in international humanitarian law. He had published many works 
on the subject and had been a tireless promoter of its 
dissemination.

Mrs. MENCER, wife of Professor Gejza MENCER,
received the medal on behalf of her husband who had been unable 
to come to Geneva for health reasons. Professor Mencer wished to 
convey his most cordial greetings and to inform the Council that 
he was highly honoured at the distinction bestowed upon him.
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Dr. A. ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
awarded the medal posthumously to Mr. Michael Egabu of the 
Uganda Red Cross Society. Mr. Egabu, born in 1958, had completed 
his teacher training in 1985 and had worked as a teacher until 
1987 when he had Joined the local branch of the Red Cross. He 
had worked with great enthusiasm and commitment to the Movement 
and had become Divisional Field Officer in June 1988. He had 
been an active, responsible and co-operative officer of an 
honest, brave nature with an intelligent personality. He had 
been highly devoted and greatly respected in his home area. On 
9 January 1989, when on board an ICRC vehicle on the way to a 
relief distribution for displaced persons, he had been killed in 
ambush by unknown gunmen. He was married with three children and 
left 18 dependants.

Professor Herbert S.K. NSUBUGA (President of the Uganda Red Cross
Society)

received the medal on behalf of Mr. Egabu's family and the Uganda 
Red Cross Society. Uganda had experienced difficult times over 
the past 10 years and it had been when assisting the ICRC in its 
mission to alleviate suffering that Michael Egabu had died. The 
medal was a lasting tribute to his action.
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AGENDA ITEM 5: PRESENTATION OF THE RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT
PRIZE FOR PEACE AND HUMANITY

Mr. C. SOMMARUGA (Chairman)
drew the attention of the Council to the fact that the Prize was 
to be awarded for the first time.

Dr. A. ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
informed the Council that the Standing Commission had decided 
that the Prize should be awarded to the National Society of 
Lebanon. Despite the turbulent situation in Lebanon, the 
Lebanese Red Cross had continued to work in a spirit of peace and 
humanity. It had offered its services in all areas in 
accordance with the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement, bearing in mind the motto "through 
humanity to peace". Volunteers and personnel of the National 
Society had shown courage, steadfastness, devotion to duty, 
compassion, loyalty and determination to work for peace. Some 
77 members of the Central Committee worked with great conviction 
on the dissemination of international humanitarian law and many 
volunteers had given an example of selfless dedication to 
humanitarian ideals. (See tribute annex C).

Mrs. SLIM (Lebanese Red Cross)
received the Prize on behalf of the President, who had been 
prevented by ill health from coming to Geneva. She thanked the 
Standing Commission for the honour done to her Society. Such an 
honour strengthened its faith in the future of the Movement and 
its ability to ensure protection and assistance to all victims 
and to persevere in serving humanity and peace.
She was proud to accept the Prize and thanked the Council on 
behalf of the Lebanese Red Cross and all its members - 
particularly its voluntary members, in memory of the 11 relief 
workers who had been killed and on behalf of all victims, both 
those who had been assisted and those still in need.

Dr. A. ABU-GOURA (Chairman of the Standing Commission)
closed the ceremony by expressing the wish that it would be 
possible for the Movement to increase its work for humanity and 
to do better in the future for a better world.

The meeting rose at 6.55 p.m.
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Second Meeting
Friday, 27 October 1989 

9 a . m .
AGENDA ITEM 6: REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE RED CROSS, RED

CRESCENT AND PEACE

Mr . Alexandre HAY (Chairman of the Commission on the Red Cros s ,
Red Crescent and Peace)

in troduced the Report of the Commi ssion (document CD/6/ 1) on its
activities since the 1987 Council of Delegates in Rio de Janeiro.
The Report , made up of three annexes , was to be studied in the
light of the Complementary Report (document CD/6/ 1 bis ) submi tted
by the Commission, after its 17 October meeting, to the present
Council of Delegates. During that meeting, the Commission
discussed at length preparations for the Worldwide Campaign for
the Protec tion of Victims of War, the follow-up to be given to
the Final Report of the Group of Experts on Human Rights as
approved by the Commission, and proposals regarding its future
and the tasks to be completed.

a) INFORMATION ON THE "SEMINAR ON INFORMATION AND DISSEMINATION 
OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW A5 A CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE" 
(LENINGRAD 10-14 OCTOBER 1988) (RESOLUTION 4, 1987 COUNCIL OF 
DELEGATES)

Mr. A. HAY (Chairman of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Peace)

introduced the Report on the above Seminar (see document CD/6/1a) 
which gathered both representatives of National Societies and non 
Red Cross communication experts. National Societies had been 
seen as a key channel for drawing up and communicating a positive 
image of peace within the Movement. Among the recommendations 
issued by the Seminar was that each National Society should have 
an information office, build up a confident relationship with the 
media, and that it should set priorities among target groups. In 
reply to a questionnaire sent by the Commission to all National 
Societies, various difficulties had been pointed out with respect 
to information and dissemination. In particular, the point had 
been made that it was difficult for a Movement, like the Red 
Cross and the Red Crescent, traditionally involved with disasters 
and conflicts to promote a message of peace. Great efforts were 
evidently needed to put across the fundamental ideals and 
Principles of the Movement, and to develop new methods of work in 
relation to media, especially in developing countries. At its 
last meeting, the Commission had reaffirmed the need to 
concentrate dissemination efforts on the Movement, political 
leaders, the media, and youth, using various means of mass 
communication.
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Mr. Hermann SCHMITZ-WENZEL (German Red Cross in the Federal
Republic of Germany)

stressed that the message of peace should be included in all 
information campaigns. Recalling the humanitarian work carried 
out since 1945 by millions of Red Cross volunteers, he suggested 
that the Nobel Prize Committee be approached with a view to once 
again honouring the Movement with a Nobel Prize.

Decision

Due note was made of the report on the Seminar and the comments 
made by the representative of the German Red Cross in the Federal 
Republic of Germany.

b) WORLWIDE CAMPAIGN FOR THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF WAR 
(RESOLUTION 2, COUNCIL OF DELEGATES 1987) (See document 
CD/6/1b)

Mrs. Christina MAGNUSON (Swedish Red Cross)
presented the progress report of the Steering Committee of the 
Campaign (see document CD/6/1b) and, with the aid of a video 
presentation, outlined the Campaign programme. The tragic plight 
suffered by victims, especially civilians, in so many conflicts 
around the world could no longer be tolerated. By launching the 
above Campaign, the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement would 
play a key role in promoting an universal awareness of the 
problem, a change in attitudes and greater efficiency in helping 
the victims. This ambitious aim was to be combined with the need 
to increase overall respect for international humanitarian law 
and to help civilian populations and other potential war victims 
to know and assert their own rights in time of conflict.
A total commitment was urgently requested from all components of 
the Movement for ensuring the success of the Campaign, whose 
various stages would of course be tailored to National Societies’ 
very needs and cultural backgrounds. Mrs. C. Magnuson finally 
gave a brief account of the main events planned for the Campaign, 
including its organizational structure and the financial strategy 
needed to meet its costs.

Dr. Dmitry D. VENEDICTOV (The Alliance of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies of the USSR)

said that during the Second World War some 40 millions of persons 
had been killed. Today some 110 conflicts were going on, 80-90% 
of victims being civilians. Now almost none of these military 
conflicts could be resolved by force, even a major military 
involvement. The world should, therefore, know the truth about 
the costs of such conflicts, not merely in financial but also in 
human lives terms. Costs resulting from destructions suffered by
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the environment during conflicts should not be neglected either. 
The Worldwide Campaign for the Victims of War had then a vital 
task to accomplish. It should keep the Red Cross visible in 
front of major efforts undertaken by other organizations in 
similar campaigns.

Dr. Hakan HELLBERG (Finnish Red Cross)
said that the Campaign was everyone’s concern and should be 
integrated with other Red Cross daily activities.

Mrs. OSTRONIC (American Red Cross)
said that continuing violence today implied that little had been 
learned from the experience of the Second World War. In modern 
warfare, 85% of casualties were civilians. She fully endorsed 
the Campaign but stressed the autonomy of National Societies in 
their fund-raising efforts. The Campaign should produce 
information targeted at reaching national audiences.

Ms. Alina KUSMIERCZYK (Polish Red Cross)
said that the Campaign offered the Movement an unique opportunity 
to mobilize itself not only for spreading a better awareness of 
problems encountered by war victims, but also for promoting 
specific action on behalf of these victims and other vulnerable 
groups of people, including youth. This action should be 
considered, whenever appropriate, in linkage with the Strategy 
for the 90'ies . In order to set up a long-term programme to 
change public opinion, substantial information had to be produced 
continually, not only of interest to members of the Movement, but 
also to the mass media.

Mrs. Mavy A.A. HARMON (Brazilian Red Cross)
welcomed the Campaign and said that contributions needed not 
necessarily to be financial but could be in the form of promotion 
of the Campaign by well-known personalities.

Dr. Bosko JAKOVLJEVIC (Red Cross of Yugoslavia)
said that it was important for the Campaign to link the 
protection of victims of war with the promotion of peace. The 
support of the idealistic youth should be enlisted and National 
Societies should be mobilized to make the Campaign a success.



Mr. Remo PAOLINI (Italian Red Cross),
fully endorsing the Campaign, highlighted the fact that public 
opinion around the world followed the news closely and was often 
more keen to discuss disarmament or international co-operation 
and development rather than to hear about war, conflicts and 
victims. At national level, one of his concerns was the kind of 
co-operation his Society could initiate with governmental and non 
governmental organizations interested in joining the Campaign and 
how far the Red Cross could proceed in that direction.

Dr. H. SCHMITZ-WENZEL (German Red Cross in the Federal Republic
of Germany)

stressed the need to co-ordinate activities with National 
Societies and the importance of fund-raising. He drew attention 
to the draft Convention on the Rights of the Child currently 
being discussed by the United Nations General Assembly. In 
particular, a committee of ten experts was to monitor the 
implementation of the Convention once it was finally adopted. He 
suggested that National Societies urge governments to take steps 
to ensure that experts with a Red Cross or Red Crescent 
background took part in that important monitoring task.

Dr. Guillermo RUEDA MONTANA (Colombian Red Cross Society)
said that the Campaign was of vital importance in demonstrating 
the Movement's universality and credibility in the promotion of 
peace. It was of even greater importance in countries where 
peace did not prevailed. In modern history, no military victory 
had brought peace. As a way of promoting peace, he therefore 
suggested that the Campaign should reconsider the proposal of a 
"Day of Truce", recognizing that it would not be easy to have 
such a day celebrated throughout the world.

Mr. DJABALI (Algerian Red Crescent)
warmly supported the Campaign, but offered a word of caution on 
fund-raising. Ethical guidelines should be set for sponsoring in 
order to avoid a boomerang effect. Similarly, publicity that was 
well received in one region of the world might cause offence in 
another region. A number of artists well introduced in their 
region might be pleased to commit themselves for the Campaign. 
Advice should also be sought from local financial experts. 
Finally, Campaign ambassadors should work with National Societies 
in order to establish their connection with the Movement.

Mr. Miguel CARMONA JIMENEZ (Costa Rica Red Cross)
praised the Campaign plan and suggested that a message be sent to 
the summit meeting of heads of State currently taking place at 
Punta del Este.
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Mr. EL SHAFEI (Egyptian Red Crescent Society)
said that the Campaign was timely organized in a world where 
armed conflict and suffering continued. The Middle East did not 
yet enjoy peace despite many efforts to secure it, and had 
perhaps suffered the highest proportion of war victims. The 
Campaign should Join forces with others working for similar 
objectives. He stressed that National Societies were best placed 
to Judge the suitability of Campaign plan activities at local 
level. Furthermore, as National Societies had a key role to play 
for the success of the Campaign, he asked that the progress 
report be sent to them before the next Council of Delegates.

Mr. Jean M. PESMAZOGLU (Hellenic Red Cross)
welcomed the Campaign and noted that it was in complete accord 
with the activities carried out by the Hellenic Red Cross.

Rev. Stephen PIRINA (Papua New Guina Red Cross Society)
fully endorsed the Campaign. He requested that the draft 
resolution be amended to include mention of the plight of the 
peoples of the South Pacific affected by the dumping of nuclear 
waste .

Rev. J. Edwin LLOYD (The Liberia National Red Cross Society)
supported the Campaign and said that it should also cover victims 
of internal conflicts and victims of other human acts that 
engendered suffering, such as the dumping of nuclear waste.

Mr. Par STENBACK (The Secretary General of the League)
said that the League was committed to participate in the Campaign 
and assist National Societies to help victims. It was time to 
move from the planning stage into action. National Societies 
were in a position to help the nine out of ten civilian victims 
of conflicts. The League was committed to helping National 
Societies in their task.

Mr. Yves SANDOZ (ICRC) ,
responding to various points raised, said that the role of 
National Societies with respect to the draft Convention on the 
Rights of the Child currently discussed in the United Nations 
should be examined when the final text was adopted; as far as the 
participation of other organizations in the Campaign was 
concerned, a balance was to be found, as obviously the very 
responsibility of the Campaign remained with the Movement; rather 
than the Council of Delegates sending messages to organizations 
or groups of people, the Campaign should consider sending



messages to well defined target audiences; it would be extremely 
difficult for the Movement to be successful in holding a "Day of 
Truce" and it would be better for the Campaign not to undertake 
actions that might reflect failure; the question of sponsorship 
was very delicate, especially with respect to the use of the 
emblem; and finally the Campaign should make the best use of the 
universal network made available by the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement in order to achieve its specific objectives and 
be careful not to dilute itself in similar efforts carried by 
other organizations.
The ICRC was ready to support the Campaign wholeheartedly. By 
depicting the horrors of war, the Campaign would reinforce the 
Movement's task of protecting victims and working for peace. 
Recognizing that unity did not signify uniformity, the Campaign 
gave the Movement the opportunity of reaffirming its identity 
and presenting to the general public an united image of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent.

Mrs. C. MAGNUSON (Swedish Red Cross) and Mr. A. HAY (Chairman of 
the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Peace)
welcomed all comments which would be taken into account during 
the implementation of the Campaign .

The draft resolution contained in document CD/6b/R1 was adopted. 
un an imous1v (see annexes: Resolution 1) .

c) FINAL REPORT OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
(See document CD/6/1c)

Mr. A. HAY (Chairman of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Peace)

recalled the work achieved by the Group of Experts on Human 
Rights designated by the Commission, according to Decision 1 of 
the 1985 Council of Delegates. During three working sessions in 
1987, 1988 and 1989, under the chairmanship of Prof. Uribe Vargas
(Colombian Red Cross Society), the Group of Experts identified 
the contribution of the Movement to respect for Human Rights, and 
also in relation to peace and development. 87 National Societies 
replied to the questionnaire sent to that effect and based on the 
two UN Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and on 
Civil and Political Rights.

Mr. Y. SANDOZ (ICRC)
presented the Final Report of the Group of Experts on Human 
Rights (see document CD/6/1c). From National Societies' replies 
to the questionnaire, it appeared that the Movement was much more 
active than expected in the field of Human Rights. In its
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conclusions and recommendations, the Group of Experts emphasized 
the need for the Movement to increase awareness of the link 
between its activities and respect for Human Rights. It should 
also give the highest priority to direct action to protect and 
assist victims of armed conflicts, of natural or man-made 
disasters and also of indigence and poverty. The Movement had 
also to define further areas of work in the field of development 
or protection of environment. In so doing, the Movement would 
concretely show the particular relationship existing between 
international humanitarian law, Human Rights and its Fundamental 
Principles. Finally, the Group of Experts identified in 
particular four areas where the Movement should become more 
active: torture, racial discrimination, forced or involuntary 
disappearances and abusive treatment of children.

Dr. G. RUEDA MONTANA (Colombian Red Cross Society)
said that although implementation of some Principles such as 
impartiality or neutrality might be endangered, the Movement 
should further seek new ways to get more actively involved in 
promoting a larger range of Human Rights, as a result of their 
efforts to respond to the growing needs of their communities.

Dr. H. HELLBERG (Finnish Red Cross)
said that while its work in the field of Human Rights was Just 
starting, the Movement had to look more carefully into some of 
its weaknesses and analyzed which areas of work it could further 
enhance .

Mr. Ronald PAREDES VILLANUEVA (Nicaraguan Red Cross)
raised the problem of Human Rights violations sometimes committed 
by irregular armed forces and hence the difficulty for National 
Societies to get in touch with these groups. The ICRC had 
therefore a key role to play in that context.

Dr. H. SCHMITZ-WENZEL (German Red Cross in the Federal Republic
of Germany)

drew attention to the plight of refugees in relation to Human 
Rights and proposed that the Movement, in co-operation with the 
Institute of International Humanitarian Law in San Remo and the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, take steps to 
develop and disseminate refugee law.
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Mrs. GRIGORE (Red Cross of Romania)
welcomed the Report and its recommendations. With respect to the 
second recommendation, priority should be given to assist victims 
of poverty, under-development, conflicts and natural disasters. 
The problems underlined in the fourth recommendation should be 
discussed in strict accordance with the Fundamental Principles. 
With respect to the fifth recommendation, efforts of the Movement 
for disarmament, strengthening of peace and consolidation of 
development were the very conditions of lasting peace and 
enjoyment of Human Rights by all.

Mrs. Ana Maria PARDO (Peruvian Red Cross)
said that specific guidance was needed on activities to promote 
respect for Human Rights, especially by members of irregular 
armed forces.

Mr. Ahmed HAMIANI (Algerian Red Crescent)
said that, despite increasing recognition of Human Rights, 
guidance was still needed on how to act in the face of violations 
taking place in a number of countries.

Mr. Y. SANDOZ (ICRC)
said that, as shown in the Report, the Movement's general views 
on Human Rights were quite clear. However, in situations of 
internal strife or tensions, the ICRC could offer its services to 
governments (visits to "political detainees" in prisons), which 
often accepted its services, but sometimes refused them.

The draft resolution contained in document CD/6c/R1 was adopted 
unanimously (see annexes: Resolution 2).

d) DECISION REGARDING THE FUTURE OF THE COMMISSION (FOLLOW-UP TO 
DECISION 1, 1985 COUNCIL OF DELEGATES)

Mr. A. HAY (Chairman of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Peace)

made a brief statement on the Commission's future (see document 
CD/6d/R1) , noting that, for lack of time, the Commission had not 
yet fulfilled its mandate on the preparation of a four-year plan 
in relation to peace and on the reactivation of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Plan of Action against racism and racial 
discrimination. Moreover, the Commission was to monitor the 
World Campaign for the Protection of Victims of War, extending 
until 1991, and to provide the necessary follow-up to the



recommendations made by the Group of Experts on Human Rights in 
its Report. Therefore, the mandate of the Commission in its 
current composition should be extended until the next Council of 
Delegates.

Dr. Janos HANTOS (Hungarian Red Cross)
said that the Commission had important work to do in completing 
its present mandate and in highlighting the continuous role of 
the Movement as a factor of peace. He therefore proposed that 
the Commission be given a permanent mandate in future. As far as 
the draft resolution was concerned, he asked the deletion of the 
words "and, if necessary".

Mr. Goran BACKSTRAND (Swedish Red Cross)
informed the Council that the Swedish Red Cross had ceded its ex. 
officio seat within the Commission to the Finnish Red Cross.

Mrs. GRIGORE (Red Cross of Romania)
praised the work of the Commission, to the extent that it should 
be set on a permanent basis, but said that consideration should 
be paid to its future composition so as to allow all National 
Societies to be represented within the Commission, for example by 
introducing a system of rotation. She recalled the proposal of 
holding a Third World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on 
Peace with the theme "Peace for All Children of the World".

Mr. A. HAY (Chairman of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Peace)

agreed with the proposal to delete from the draft resolution the 
words "and, if necessary", but stressed that more time was needed 
to consider possible changes in the composition of the 
Commission, to examine the feasibility also of making the 
Commission a permanent body, or to hold a Third World Conference 
on Peace. No consensus had been yet reached on these questions 
within the Commission, which was now faced with the daunting task 
of launching the World Campaign for the protection of Victims of 
War and of monitoring its developments.

The draft resolution as contained in document CD/6d/R1 and 
amended by deleting the words "and, if necessaru". was adopted 
unanimously (see annexes: Resolution 3).
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Third Meeting 
Friday, 27 October 1989 

3 p .m.

AGENDA ITEM 7: REPORT ON THE FOLLOW-UP GIVEN TO THE FOLLOWING 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES (1987):

a) INFORMATION POLICY OF THE MOVEMENT (RESOLUTION 8) (Documents 
CD/7/1 and CD/7/R1 [AMENDED])

The Countess of LIMERICK (The British Red Cross Society)
warmly endorsed the draft resolution because it would help to 
reinforce national activities, which in turn would strengthen the 
Movement worldwide. She said that, in common with a number of 
National Societies, her Society would like to receive advance 
notice of any campaign being prepared so that it could take 
appropriate measures. Finally, she asked whether use would be 
made of both emblems?

Mrs. J.L. COCKBURN (The New Zealand Red Cross Society Inc.)
supported the draft resolution. There was a need for concerted 
efforts by leaders at all levels and for the promotion of 
disaster preparedness and prevention.

Mr. George REID (League)
said that since the adoption of the new orientation in Rio de 
Janeiro, progress had been made. In reply to Lady Limerick, he 
said that both emblems would be used on the material.

Mrs. Michèle MERCIER (ICRC)
expressed her satisfaction at the support shown for the draft 
resolution.

The draft resolution contained in document CD/7/1/R1 (Amended) 
was unanimously adopted (see annexes: Resolution 4).



b) PARTICIPATION IN THE 1992 SEVILLE UNIVERSAL EXPOSITION
(RESOLUTION 10) [Documents CD/7/2 and CD/7/2/R1] (Amended)

Mr. P. STENBACK (The Secretary General of the League)
recalled that the decision to participate in the Seville 
Exposition had been taken by the Council of Delegates in 1987. 
It was expected that at least 6 million people would visit the 
Red Cross pavilion. The Spanish Red Cross had concluded a 
sponsorship agreement to cover the major part of the cost and 
arrangements had been made to cover any deficit. The ICRC and 
the League would also participate in the cost through their 
statutory budgets and other means.

Mr. Maurice AUBERT (ICRC)
said that the Exposition would be an unique opportunity to 
publicize humanitarian ideals and activities. He wished to thank 
the Spanish Red Cross for their commitment and for the results 
already achieved.

Mr. Leocadio MARIN (Spanish Red Cross)
expressed the hope that the pavilion would prove a success. Even 
if only 10 per cent of those visiting the Exposition went to the 
Red Cross pavilion, the audience would be vast. In addition, it 
was expected that there would be important media coverage. The 
search for sponsors to cover all or part of the costs had been 
essential because it was important not to give the impression 
that money for suffering victims was being spent on the pavilion. 
It was intended to call upon National Societies to send young 
volunteers to man the pavilion.

The Council of Delegates watched a video film on preparations for 
the 1992 Seville Universal Exposition.

Dr. 'Musi MOKETE (Lesotho Red Cross Society)
considered that the Exposition represented an unique opportunity 
and would be the last chance for such large-scale projection of 
the League’s image for some time.

Dr. G. RUEDA MONTANA (Colombian Red Cross Society)
said that Latin American National Societies had decided to 
participate in the pavilion to the extent of their possibilities.
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Mrs. M.A.A. HARMON (Brazilian Red Cross)
welcomed the intention to send young volunteers to man the 
pavilion.

Dr. Hilda MARTINEZ CAMUSSO (Uruguayan Red Cross)
was glad to note that the ICRC , the League and the Spanish Red 
Cross had agreed to participate jointly in such an important 
event.

Dr. Gudjon MAGNUSSON (Icelandic Red Cross)
thought that it was particularly important to show young visitors 
to the Exposition what the Movement had to offer.

Mrs. OSTRONIC (American Red Cross)
welcomed the opportunity afforded by the Exposition to promote 
the Movement’s humanitarian message.

Mr. C. SOMMARUGA (Chairman)
was sure that participants would wish him to thank the Spanish 
Red Cross on their behalf and to wish the Red Cross pavilion 
every success.

The draft resolution contained in document CD/7/2/R1 (Amended) 
was unanimously adopted (see annexes: Resolution 5).
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AGENDA ITEM 8: FORMATION OF A STUDY GROUP TO EXAMINE THE 1987
REVISED PROVISIONS ON THE USE OF THE EMBLEM IN THE 
LIGHT OF EXPERIENCE AND NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
(Document CD/8/R1)

Mr. Y. SANDOZ (ICRC)
said that since the proposal had been added to the agenda at a 
late date it would be difficult to embark upon an in-depth study 
of such a complex problem. Since the Council of Delegates in 
1987, some National Societies had gained further experience in 
use of the emblem and the problem of sponsorship was becoming 
increasingly important. For provisions on the use of the emblem 
to be adopted by the International Conference, there would have 
to be consensus. The matter was therefore urgent and he proposed 
that a first meeting of the Study Group should take place towards 
the end of January 1990. He asked National Societies interested 
in participating to inform the Secretariat accordingly as soon as 
possible. It would be desirable for regions to co-ordinate their 
positions so that the Study Group was neither too large nor too 
costly.

The Countess of LIMERICK (The British Red Cross Society)
pointed out that present regulations on use of the emblem were 
nearly 25 years old. If the changes to be proposed by the Study 
Group were accepted by the Council of Delegates, the new 
provisions could be submitted to the next International 
Conference. She considered that the Study Group's terms of 
reference should be restricted to the use of the current emblems.

Mr. J.M. PESMAZOGLU (Hellenic Red Cross)
said that his Society wished to be included as a co-sponsor of 
the draft resolution.

Mr. Louis DAUGE (French Red Cross)
welcomed the initiative because his Society had been faced with 
the problem in connection with sponsorship.

Mr. Michael WANSLEY (Australian Red Cross Society)
considered that experience in using the emblem had grown. His 
Society would be interested in participating in the Study Group, 
but if the financial cost of its attendance was too great, it 
wished to be able to communicate directly with the Group.

The draft resolution contained in document CD/8/R1 was
unanimously adopted (see annexes: Resolution 6).
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AGENDA ITEM 9: RESPECT FOR AND DISSEMINATION OF THE FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES: INTERMEDIARY REPORT OF THE ICRC ON THE 
ON-GOING STUDY (Documents CD/8/1 and CD/9/R1)

Mr. Pierre KELLER (ICRC)
introduced the Intermediary Report and recalled the background to 
the on-going study. The Report indicated how the work should 
continue, associating National Societies, the ICRC, the League 
and the Henry Dunant Institute. It was important to bear in mind 
the unity of the Movement.

Mr. J. HANTOS (Hungarian Red Cross)
said that the Study Group's work had underlined the need to take 
into account the role of all the Movement's components in 
interpreting the Fundamental Principles. In conflict situations 
in particular, there could be diverging interpretations. Common 
interpretation of the Principles was an essential aspect of the 
Movement’s unity and cohesion.

Dr. D.D. VENEDICTOV (The Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies of the USSR)

stressed that it was vital that all components understood what 
was meant by the Fundamental Principles. The work begun must 
continue because it was a very important subject for the 
Movement.

Mrs. J.L. COCKBURN (The New Zealand Red Cross Society Inc.)
believed that dissemination of the Principles was particularly 
important, not only among the public but also among members of 
National Societies.

The Countess of LIMERICK (The British Red Cross Society)
recommended the proposals for further study contained in 
section III of the Report (pp. 19-20 of the English text).

Mr. Oforbuike NW0B0D0 (Nigerian Red Cross Society)
expressed his appreciation of the ICRC workshops on dissemination 
of the Fundamental Principles. The study should continue and 
receive full support.

The draft resolution contained in document CD/9/R1 was
unanimously adopted (see annexes: Resolution 7).
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AGENDA ITEM 10: COMMEMORATION OF THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT 
(RESOLUTION 7 OF THE 1987 COUNCIL OF DELEGATES) 
(Document CD/9/1)

Mr. M. AUBERT (ICRC)
introduced the Report on the Commemoration and recalled the 
background to the holding of commemorative events.

Mr. P. STENBACK (The Secretary General of the League)
reported on Supercamp 1989, which had been attended by 511 young 
people of 132 nationalities representing 125 National Societies 
and 7 observers.

The Council of Delegates watched a video film on Supercamp 1989.

The Council of Delegates paid special tribute to Mrs. Joanna 
Maclean, who had been responsible for the running of Supercamp 
1 989.

Mr. M. AUBERT (ICRC)
referred briefly to the events held to commemorate the 125th 
anniversary. Two of the most recent events had been the meeting 
that had taken place in New York on 13 October 1989 in which 
Mr. René Felber , Head of the Federal Department of Foreign 
Affairs of Switzerland, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary 
General of the United Nations and Mr. Cornelio Sommaruga, 
President of the ICRC, had taken part together with 
representatives of the majority of countries participating in the 
United Nations General Assembly, as well as the round table 
organized by the University of Geneva and the ICRC, with the 
participation of Mr. Jan Martenson, Director General of the 
European Office of the United Nations, in Geneva, and Deputy 
Secretary General for Human Rights. At the close of 1989, he 
believed that the Movement could face the future with confidence.
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Mr. C. SOMMARUGA (Chairman)
welcomed the fact that a number of governments had decided to 
commemorate the Movement's 125th anniversary by ratifying the 
Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions. However, more 
governments must be encouraged to do the same and he called upon 
National Societies to urge governments in their respective 
countries to ratify the Protocols. The ICRC , through National 
Societies, also appealed to all governments to respect their 
commitments under the Protocols.

The Council of Delegates took note of the Report on Commémorât ion
of the 125th anniversary of the International Red Cross_and— Red_
Crescent Movement.
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AGENDA ITEM 11: REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE HENRY DUNANT
INSTITUTE (Document CD/11/R1)

Judge DARRELL JONES (The Canadian Red Cross Society) ,
speaking on behalf of Dr. Mario Enrique Villarroel Lander, 
President of the Henry Dunant Institute, reviewed the Institute’s 
past and present activities. The Institute wished to express its 
gratitude to those Societies that had helped in carrying out 
studies and appealed to others in a position to do the same. 
Resolutions adopted by the League’s General Assembly and calling 
upon the Institute to carry out studies should include the 
necessary financial provision. 1989 had been a particularly 
important year for the Institute since it was celebrating its 
25th anniversary.

Dr. D.D. VENEDICTOV (The Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies of the USSR)

expressed support for the Institute’s activities. He 
particularly welcomed the convening of a meeting of directors of 
humanitarian law institutes in 1990. The Institute's activities 
should be more widely disseminated to the public. He concluded 
by expressing the hope that the ICRC and the League would 
continue to support the Institute.

Dr. B. JAKOVLJEVIC (Red Cross of Yugoslavia)
considered that the Institute should receive greater support for 
its research work and training activities. It could help the 
League to prepare its history, could collect professional-level 
publications sent by National Societies, increase contact with 
similar bodies within National Societies, and, finally, study 
teaching methods so as to help National Societies with training.

Mr. E.S. AID00 (Ghana Red Cross Society),
speaking on behalf of the African National Societies that were 
co-sponsors, introduced the following draft resolution on support 
for the Henry Dunant Institute:
"Recalling the fact that the Henry Dunant Institute was founded 
in 1965 to undertake studies, research and training in all 
branches of Red Cross activities in order to contribute to the 
strengthening of Red Cross unity and universality,

Being mindful of the fact that the Development Studies Programme 
of the Institute was established in 1986 in response to awareness 
of the need for a research programme whose main goal was to 
contribute to the development of National Societies in order that 
they become more effective, independent and self-reliant in their 
actions,



28

Taking into consideration the fact that the Development Studies 
Programme has now become an integral part of the Henry Dunant 
Institute, providing a wonderful opportunity for the sharing of 
knowledge of Fellows from National Societies in developing 
countries which allows their valuable research contributions to 
the development of the Movement despite limited financial means,

Noting with satisfaction that the Henry Dunant Institute, through 
its Development Studies section, has conducted research studies 
which have benef itted all National Societies in general, 
especially those in developing countries,

Recognizing the need to ensure the continued viability and 
success of this very vital demonstration of practical research 
application for the benefit of National Societies in development,

PI edge our commitment to providing an annual contribution within 
our limited means to Development Studies at the Henry Dunant 
Institute,

Urge other National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to 
consider undertaking a similar commitment in support of this 
research initiative,

Express thanks and appreciation to the Nordic Societies, 
especially the Norwegian and Swedish Societies, for their initial 
and continuing support to the Development Studies Programme,

Acknowledge the generous support of the League and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to the Henry Dunant 
Institute in general and to Development Studies in particular,

Reguest the Secretary General of the League to secure the 
requisite funding and League budgetary support for Development 
Studies within the Institute; and to report on the financial 
status of Development Studies to each succeeding General 
Assemb1y ."

Mr. P. STENBACK (Secretary General of the League)
drew attention to a number of technical problems with regard to 
the draft resolution. For example, several aspects concerned the 
General Assembly of the League, which had already concluded its 
meeting. He also pointed out that League support was already 
equal to that of the ICRC , although the League had a much smaller 
statutory budget .

Mr. C. SOMMARUGA (Chairman)
said that the form of the draft resolution would make it 
difficult for the Council of Delegates to adopt it as such. He 
therefore proposed that the Council of Delegates should simply be 
asked to note with interest of the Joint statement made by a 
number of African National Societies.
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Mrs. M. HARMON (Brazilian Red Cross Society)
agreed that the statement should not be in the form of a draft 
resolution. In addition, she proposed that the words "and Africa 
in particular" should be deleted from the penultimate 
paragraph of the preambule.

The Countess of LIMERICK (British Red Cross Society)
supported the suggestion made by the Chairman and expressed her 
Society's appreciation of the support it had received from the 
Institute.

Dr. 'M. MOKETE (Lesotho Red Cross Society)
was convinced that the Council of Delegates fully understood the 
message conveyed by the African National Societies, therefore, he 
urged his fellow co-sponsors to follow the Chairman’s suggestion.

Mr. P. STENBACK (Secretary General of the League)
said that the League would continue its support for the 
Development studies within the Institute through its annual 
contribution, through special projects and by asking the 
Institute to undertake projects on behalf of the League.

Mr. M. AUBERT (ICRC)
welcomed the interest shown by National Societies in the 
Institute’s work. The Institute constituted an indispensable 
meeting point for the ICRC, the League and National Societies.
He urged all National Societies in a position to do so to support 
the Institute .

The Council of Delegates took note with interest of the oral 
report made by the representative of the President of the Henry 
Dunant Institute. It also noted with interest the statement made 
by a number of African National Societies (Ethiopia. Gambia, 
Ghana. Kenya. Lesotho. Liberia, Nigeria. Sierra Leone, Zaire).

The Council of Delegates also took note with interest of the 
statement made by the Secretary General of the League concerning 
League support for the Henry Dunant Institute .
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AGENDA ITEM 12: VIDEO FILM ON PROTECTION OF WAR VICTIMS 

Mr. Roland SIEGRIST (Austrian Red Cross)
expressed appreciation of the video film on protection of 
victims and requested that it be repeated since it was so 
relevant to the Movement's work.

war
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AGENDA ITEM 13: PLACE AND DATE OF THE NEXT COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

The Council of Delegates decided to hold its next session in the 
same place and at the same date as the VUIth General Assembly of 
the League.

CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

Mr. C. SOMMARUGA (Chairman)
thanked all those who had contributed towards ensuring the 
success of the meeting.

The meeting closed at 5.A5 p.m.
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Annexes
A . Resolutions of the Council of Delegates 
(adopted at its session of 27 October 1989)

1

Morid Campaign for the Protection of Victims of Mar

The Council of Delegates,
recalling that the project for a World Campaign for the
Protection of Victims of War was unanimously adopted by the
Council of Delegates at Rio de Janeiro in November 1987,
having taken note of the report prepared by the Steering
Committee of the Campaign which was appointed by the Commission
on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Peace,
1- thanks the Steering Committee for the preparatory work already 

done on this project,
2. expresses its commitment to such humanitarian mobilization on 

a global scale,
3. urges all components of the Movement to support the Steering 

Committee in its efforts to raise the necessary resources for 
the Campaign,

A. approves the general goal of the Campaign and, subject to 
available resources, the plan as outlined in the Steering 
Committee's report,

5. enjoins the National Societies, the ICRC and the League to 
take active part in implementing the project, on a national, 
regional and international basis,

6. requests the Steering Committee to ensure that the National 
Societies are provided with the necessary support and advice 
in order to create optimal conditions for the preparation and 
ultimate success of the Campaign,

7. invites the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
Peace to present the results of this Campaign to the next 
Council of Delegates.
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2

The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement
and Human Rights

The Council of Delegates,
having taken note with interest of the report submitted by the 
Group of Experts on Human Rights to the Commission on the Red 
Cross, Red Crescent and Peace, in accordance with Decision 1 of 
the 1985 Council of Delegates,
1 . thanks the Commission as well as the Group of Experts on Human 

Rights for their excellent work,
2. accepts the report of the Group of Experts on Human Rights as 

approved by the Commission ,
3. urges National Societies, the ICRC and the League to do their 

utmost to implement the conclusions and recommendations of 
this report .

3

Future of the Commission on the Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and Peace

The Council of Delegates,
having taken note of the report presented by the Commission on 
the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Peace on its work since the 1987 
Council of Delegates in Rio de Janeiro,
noting that, for lack of time, the Commission was unable to 
fulfil the mandates entrusted to it in accordance with:
a) Decision 1 of the 1985 Council of Delegates, inviting the 

Commission to consider developing and co-ordinating the 
implementation of a four-year plan relative to the Programme 
of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace, to the final 
document of the Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Conference on Peace, and to Resolutions 1 and 2 of the 1983 
Council of Delegates,

b) Decision 3 of the 1985 Council of Delegates concerning 
reactivation of the Plan for Red Cross and Red Crescent Action 
in the Struggle against Racism and Racial Discrimination,

stressing that the programme of work of the World Campaign for 
the Protection of Victims of War extends until 1991,
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recognizing the importance of following the recommendations 
contained in the report of the Group of Experts on Human Rights,
extends the mandate of the Commission with its current 
composition until the next, Council of Delegates, requesting the 
Commission to carry out the tasks set forth above and submit 
proposals to the Council of Delegates regarding its future, its 
mandate, duration and composition.

4

Information Policy of the Movement

The Council of Delegates ,
having taken note of the ICRC-League report on the Information 
Policy of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement,
1 . thanks the International Communications Group for the work it 

has accomplished and takes note with great interest of its 
considerations and recommendations,

2. approves the global approach to communications, as defined in 
the ICRC-League report,

3. recommends that the National Societies, the ICRC and the 
League use the Identity Statement contained in the report to 
promote the Movement and its work,

4. decides with regard to World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day,
- to select the annual theme on a three-year cycle,
- to adopt the following themes for the next three years:

1990: Protecting Human Life and Dignity
1991: Victims of War
1992: The Prevention of Disasters

- to feature a global event on World Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Day, involving the promotion of a specific message 
and of the financial resources of the Movement,

5. invites the ICRC and the League, in co-ordination with 
National Societies, to find the resources necessary for the 
editing and distribution of Red Cross, Red Crescent, the 
Movement’s magazine,

6. recommends that the ICRC and the League establish, in co
ordination with National Societies, a programme to improve or 
to create information services in National Societies of 
developing countries,
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7. encourages co-productions in the field of communications, so 
as to reinforce the Movement's unity and solidarity among its 
members,

8. takes note of the intention of the ICRC and the League to 
establish, in association with National Societies, a Joint 
Working Group :
a) to review international activities undertaken to implement 

the Information Policy, so as to ensure their coherence and 
co-ordination,

b) to develop proposals at international level - with due 
regard to the Fundamental Principles, financial efficiency 
and communications requirements - to promote the Movement 
and to raise funds, in co-ordination with National 
Societies, through sponsorship for the benefit of the 
Movement,

9. requests the ICRC and the League to report to the next Council 
of Delegates on progress made in these areas .

5

Participation of the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 

in the 1992 Universal Exposition in Seville

The Council of Delegates,
recalling that the Council of Delegates meeting in Rio de Janeiro 
on 27 November 1987 unanimously decided that the ICRC, League and 
all National Societies should participate in EXP0’92,
noting that the Presidents of the ICRC, League and Spanish Red 
Cross have held three meetings on how such participation is to be 
financed, and how the Movement is to be represented,
further noting that the Joint Working Group on Information and 
Public Relations set up by the ICRC and the League has studied 
how the Movement might participate so as to maximize the 
international impact of its humanitarian principles and 
activities,
considering that such participation gives the Movement an unique 
opportunity to be represented in an Exposition devoted to 
promoting human achievement worldwide, in an international event 
expected to attract more than 40 million visitors and featuring 
more than 100 countries plus 14 international organizations,
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conscious that participation will allow continuous promotion of 
the Movement’s humanitarian message and work over six months, as 
well as providing a focus for World Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Day on 8 May 1992,
being informed that an excellent site has been allocated gratis 
for the pavilion of the Movement, alongside the pavilions of 
other international organizations,
and taking into account the agreement reached by the Presidents 
of the ICRC , the League and the Spanish Red Cross that a Joint 
working group of experts should be appointed by the ICRC and the 
League, in consultation with the Spanish Red Cross, to advise on 
construction, programme content and sponsoring,
1. reaffirms that the Movement will participate in the 1992

Universal Exposition in Seville (EXP0’92) and,
2. decides that:

- the Spanish Red Cross will be the legal representative of 
the ICRC and the League with regard to the authorities of 
EXPO’92,

- Mr. Leocadio Marin, President of the Spanish Red Cross, will 
be General Commissioner of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
pavilion,

- the Spanish Red Cross is entrusted with fund-raising for the 
pavilion, in conformity with existing Regulations and 
Principles ,

- the overall costs of the Movement’s pavilion - construction, 
programme and services - will be covered by commercial 
sponsorship plus other donations (including contributions 
from the ICRC and the League); the total sum being 
guaranteed, in any event, by the Spanish Red Cross,

- the pavilion building will become the property of the 
Spanish Red Cross at the conclusion of EXP0’92.

6

Formation of a working group to examine 
the 1987 revised provisions on the use of the emblem 

in the light of experience and new developments

The Council of Delegates,
anxious to support and encourage the work of the National 
Societies to promote respect in each country for the rules 
governing the use of the red cross and the red crescent emblem,
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recalling the mandate given to the ICRC by the Twenty-fourth 
International Conference of the Red Cross (Manila, 1981) to 
prepare a revised version of the "Regulations on the use of the 
emblem of the red cross, red crescent and red lion and sun by 
National Societies" (Resolution XII),
recalling Resolution 6 of the 1987 Council of Delegates to submit 
to the Twenty-sixth International Conference of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent for formal adoption the draft regulations drawn up 
by the ICRC in consultation with the National Societies and the 
League Secretariat,
considering developments since the aforementioned draft was drawn 
up and experience gained in implementing its provisions,
1. invites the ICRC, in consultation with the League, to study 

the questions raised by the implementation of certain rules 
and, to this end, to form a working group with representatives 
of the League and National Societies from the various parts of 
the world,

2. requests the ICRC to report the results of the group’s work to 
the next Council of Delegates before submitting the revised 
Regulations for formal adoption to the Twenty-sixth 
International Conference.

7

Study on respect for and dissemination 
of the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

The Council of Delegates,
having examined the ICRC’s interim report on the study on respect
for and dissemination of the Fundamental Principles of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent,
1. reaffirms the importance of respect for the Fundamental 

Principles by the Movement’s components and the need to 
disseminate knowledge of the Principles also among the general 
public ,

2. requests the ICRC to continue the study in consultation with 
all the National Societies, the League and the Henry Dunant 
Institute ,

3. invites the components of the Movement to collect any material 
they consider useful for promoting understanding and 
dissemination of the Principles and to forward it to the ICRC,

4. requests the ICRC to submit a report to the next Council of 
Delegates . * * * * * * *
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The Council of Delegates also took note of a report on the 
celebration of the 125th anniversary of the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement .

11 furthermore took note of a re port on the activities of the 
Henry Dunant Institute, of a document drawn up by nine African 
National Societies in support of the Henry Dunant Institute's 
development studies, and of a pledge by the League Secretary 
General of his institution’s continued support for these 
projects .
The Council lastly decided to hold its next session at the same 
time and place as the next League General Assembly.
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B . Henry Dunant Medal
Tribute to Dr. Ali FOURATI (Tunisian Red Crescent)
Dr. Ali Fourati is currently Honorary Chairman of the Tunisian 
Red Crescent and Chairman of the Tunisian Child Welfare 
Organization.
He is a former Vice-President of the League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies.
With a few other volunteers Dr. Ali Fourati founded the Tunisian 
Red Crescent and devoted thirty years of voluntary activity to 
the humanitarian cause.
Under his leadership, the Tunisian Red Crescent gradually 
achieved both national and international recognition.
Dr. Ali Fourati has also carried out a number of sensitive 
missions and has chaired several major commissions and regional 
meetings of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement.
His country has awarded him several decorations for his 
outstanding work as a doctor of medicine.
For all the above reasons, the Standing Commission of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent has unanimously decided to award 
Dr. Ali Fourati the Henry Dunant Medal.

Tribute to Mr. Leon G. STUBBINGS (Australian Red Cross Society)
Mr. Leon G. Stubbings has devoted his professional life and much 
of his personal life to the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement.
In 19A9, he started as Fund-raising Director of the Victoria 
Division of the Australian Red Cross Society. In 1954, at the 
request of the Australian Government, he assisted 400,000 
refugees from North Vietnam. In 1955, he became Secretary 
General of the Australian Red Cross Society, a position from 
which he retired in May 1988.
In 1981, Mr. Leon G. Stubbings served as a League delegate with 
Disaster Relief Programmes in South Vietnam, Laos and Burma.
He chaired the League’s Youth Advisory Committee and then was 
Vice-Chairman of the League’s Health and Community Services 
Advisory Committee.
In 1975, the World Red Cross Conference on Peace in Belgrade 
elected him Conference Rapporteur. As Vice-President of the 
Commission on Red Cross, Red Crescent and Peace, he contributed 
regularly to its work.
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From 1982, he was a member of the Working Group on the revision 
of the Statutes of the International Red Cross.
He received many decorations and honours within the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and outside the Movement. He 
received the Medal of the Order of Australia and is a Member of 
the Order, within the Commonwealth of Australia.
His enormous contribution to, and personal share in, humanitarian 
activities make him an outstanding example to the Movement.
For all these reasons, the Standing Commission of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent has unanimously decided to award Mr. Leon G. 
Stubbings the Henry Dunant Medal.

Tribute to Mr. George M. ELSEY (American Red Cross)
Mr. George M. Elsey, former President and President Emeritus of 
the American Red Cross, after having worked with many voluntary 
organizations, became President of the National Society in 1970, 
a post which he held until 1983.
During his term, he was part of innumerable high-level 
Commissions, the Executive Council and other organs of the League 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and Chairman of the 
Finance Commission until 1987.
He attended many International Conferences and meetings and was a 
considerable support not only to the American Red Cross actions 
but also to assist in the numerous calamities, emergencies, wars 
and armed conflicts which have afflicted our world.
As Chairman of the Finance Commission of the League and since he 
Joined the Movement, he paid great attention to the League 
financial situation.
Until 1987 when he resigned as Chairman of the Finance Commission 
for private reasons, his whole life was dedicated to the 
alleviation of human suffering without discrimination. His warm 
personality, common sense and capabilities in many fields made 
him a beloved and well known member of the Movement. He received 
many awards and decorations within the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement and high accolades from universities.
For all these reasons, the Standing Commission of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent has unanimously decided to award Mr. George M. 
Elsey the Henry Dunant Medal.
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Tribute to Professor Dr. M.L. KASHETRA SNIDVONGS (The Thai Red 
Cross Society)
Professor Dr. M.L. Kashetra Snidvongs Joined the Thai Red Cross 
Society in 1937 and was appointed Relief Officer and staff doctor 
of the Relief and Health Division of the Society. In 1969, he 
was appointed Member of the Council of the Society and later 
became Honorary Secretary General. From 1973 to 1977, he was 
acting Executive Vice-President of the Thai Red Cross Society.
He served the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement for 51 years 
and led teams of doctors and nurses for relief operations on 
several occasions.
He has represented his Society in International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Conferences and meetings.
He has devoted all his working life to the cause of medical 
education and to reinforcing the relationship between the Thai 
Red Cross Society and the Medical School for the benefit of 
hundreds of medical graduates and nurses.
As Secretary General, Professor Kashetra Snidvongs has been 
responsible for the Society's present growth, varied 
responsibilities, credibility and acceptance by all in the 
country. His courage, his integrity, and his dedication to the 
Fundamental Principles of the Movement can serve as a strong 
example to future Red Cross workers and members of the medical 
professions in Thailand.
For all these reasons, the Standing Commission of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent has unanimously decided to award Professor 
Dr. M.L. Kashetra Snidvongs the Henry Dunant Medal.

Tribute to Mr. Gejza MENCER (Czechoslovak Red Cross)
Mr. Gejza Mencer , lawyer, university professor and research 
worker is presently member of the Federal Committee of the 
Czechoslovak Red Cross, Vice-Chairman of the Federal Commission 
for Foreign Relations, Chairman of the subcommission of the 
International Humanitarian Law.
He is a devoted member of the Czechoslovak Red Cross and expert 
in the sphere of International Humanitarian Law. He has been a 
very active delegate at the Diplomatic Conference on Development 
and Reaffirmation of International Humanitarian Law ( 197*4-1977) .
He published articles and books on International Humanitarian Law 
and his publications are mostly devoted to the Geneva Conventions 
and the Additional Protocols and their application. With his 
wide international experience he had a great influence upon Red 
Cross Youth and law students.
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dissemination of International Humanitarian Law, of Principles 
and Ideals of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. 
Consequently, he was Vice-Chairman of the Joint Working Group 
League/ICRC for Dissemination of International Humanitarian Law 
from 1979 to 1981.
In appreciation of his enthusiastic voluntary work in favour of 
the protection of human beings in areas of conflict and for his 
dedication to the dissemination of International Humanitarian Law 
and Fundamental Principles and Ideals, not only to academic 
circles, but also to the general public, the Standing Commission 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent has unanimously decided to 
award Mr. Gejza Mencer the Henry Dunant Medal.

Tribute to Mr. Michael EGABU (The Uganda Red Cross Society)
(posthumously)
Mr. Michael Egabu was born in 1958 in the Soroti district in 
eastern Uganda as a second of eight children. His father was a 
farmer. He completed the teachers course in 1986 and worked as a 
teacher until 1987, when he joined the Soroti Red Cross branch. 
His great enthusiasm for the work of the Red Cross and his full 
commitment meant that he was chosen out of 15 candidates for the 
vacant post of divisional field officer for the Soroti Division 
in June 1988. While with the Uganda Red Cross Society, the late 
Michael Egabu was a very active, responsible and co-operative 
officer and an honest, brave, mature and intelligent personality. 
His work included relief distributions, tracing activities, 
dissemination, fund-raising, first aid training, primary health 
care activities, youth development programmes, etc. He was 
highly devoted to his work and a greatly respected person in his 
home area. On 9 January 1989, while on board an ICRC vehicle, on 
the way to a relief distribution to displaced people, the late 
Michael Egabu was killed when the ICRC convoy was ambushed by 
unknown gunmen. He died instantly.
The late Michael Egabu was married with three children. As is 
often the case in this part of Uganda, where the armed conflict 
has had a disastrous effect on the life of the civilian 
population, Mr. Michael Egabu was the only breadwinner for 
eighteen dependants including his father, his father's second 
wife, five children of his uncle who also had been killed by 
gunmen, two of his sister’s children and five brothers and 
sisters .
For all these reasons, the Standing Commission of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent has unanimously decided to award posthumously 
Mr. Michael Egabu the Henry Dunant Medal.
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C . Red Cross and Red Crescent Prize for Peace and Humanity

Tribute to the Lebanese Red Cross
Despite the troubled situation in Lebanon, the Lebanese Red Cross 
has resolutely continued its activities in a spirit of peace and 
humanity .
It has offered its services in every domain, in accordance with 
the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement and true to the motto "per humanitatem ad pacem".
Its volunteers and staff have shown courage, steadfastness, 
devotion, compassion, humanity, fidelity and determination to 
work for peace and to alleviate human suffering.
Since 1977, the members of the Central Committee, in their 
staunch conviction, have spared no effort to promote knowledge of 
international humanitarian law. The selflessness of the 
Society’s volunteers has been outstanding; many of them have 
risked their lives for their humanitarian ideals.
The members of the Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent have therefore decided that this first Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Prize for Peace and Humanity shall be awarded to the 
Lebanese Red Cross .


