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The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies form, with the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent movement.
The ICRC, founder body of the Red Cross, is a neutral intermediary in times of armed conflict and strife. It tries to ensure, on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva 
Conventions, protection and assistance to victims of international and civil wars and of internal strife and tension.
The League's function is to contribute to the development of the humanitarian activities of National Societies, to co-ordinate their relief operations for victims of natural 
disasters and to care for refugees outside areas of conflict.



HUMANITARIAN MOBILISATION

REPORT 
of

Working Group A

Sunday, 22 October 1989

INTRODUCTION

The Working Group, chaired by George Reid, focused on the 
interrelationships of dissemination, information and peace and 
carried forward certain of the issues raised during the 1988 
Leningrad Seminar in this area.

The basic question was how to "market" the Movement's message on 
peace.

CHALLENGES

The Group firstly considered some of the external factors which 
affect the peace process. The following list is not exhaustive:

* Under-development : resulting in severe poverty and tension in 
the greater part of the world.

* Human rights : in particular the violation of civil, political,
social, economic 
tension.

and cultural rights, again giving rise to

* Disarmament : 
conventional and

despite recent 
nuclear weapons

reductions, the scale 
is a threat to peace.

of both

* Nature of confl ict : conflicts today are rarely between states,
but rather between ethnic, religious and political groups within 
the boundaries of a single state. This poses problems for the 
concept of "neutrality".

* Global interdependence : not a cliché, but a growing reality of 
considerable importance to peace messages.

* Grassroots : the shift of decision-making to grassroots creates 
new challenges and possibilities for the dissemination of the RCRC 
message.
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MESSAGE

The RCRC peace message is more than IHL, which is primarily about 
the protection of victims in conflict situations. The 
dissemination of the Fundamental Principles through the daily work 
of the Movement also promotes peace.

The message, wherever possible, should be transmitted in terms of 
RCRC people-to-people services, and action.

TARGET GROUPS

It was not possible to define all target groups, but it was agreed 
that messages must be "tailored" according to age, gender, 
education, etc.

The first target group should be members of the Movement at all 
levels. Without them, it is impossible to influence others.

External target groups include:

* government leaders : as the "gatekeepers" to legislators, the 
military and police, social service agencies, etc.

* the media : a key "gatekeeper" to mass audiences

* youth : the "gateway" to the future.

CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION

Time did not permit an exhaustive list to be prepared, but the 
following were mentioned as of particular interest:

* radio - as phone-ins by members, and the "gate" to the rural 
poor in much of the developing world.

* women's magazines - a good target for peace messages

* song, dance, street theatre reflecting national cultures and 
non-written forms of communication

* military newspapers - the soldier and IHL

* good RCRC "people-to-people" features marketed to the media, 
based on real life experiences.

* cartoons, games, songs, comic strips for younger people
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VICTIMS OF WAR CAMPAIGN

The Director, Leon Davico, outlined the purpose and strategy of 
the Campaign. The Movement should be particularly concerned with 
the fact that 9 out of 10 casualties in current conflict 
situations were non-military.

After extensive discussion, participants asked National Societies 
to participate fully in the Campaign.

CONCLUSION

The best communicators for the Movement are the people of the 
Movement themselves.

The RCRC peace message should be based on credible people in 
action

******



STEPS FOR THE NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION OF IHL

Report by Group B, Dissemination Day, 22 October 1989

Group Chairman: Mr. René Kosirnik, ICRC

Rapporteur: Mrs. Kristina Hedlund Thulin, Swedish Red Cross

Following the excellent and thorough presentation by Mr. De Never, 
Belgian Red Cross, on the measures taken in Belgium for implementation 
of the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, the working 
group was commenced by the Vice-President of the Swedish Red Cross, 
Judge Skarstedt, who gave a short summary of the experience of the 
Swedish Committee on IHL, in which the Swedish Red Cross participated.

The discussion that followed concentrated on the role of National Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies in promoting the implementation of 
IHL.

Several participants commented on the importance of dissemination, 
underlining that dissemination of IHL is a prerequisite for 
implementation.

It was stressed that it is, for further implementation, vital to 
sensitise the general public, as well as creating an awareness of the 
actual content of the law among those officials responsible for the 
implementation.

It was, however, in this context, pointed out that in many countries 
there is a problem of continuous changes in governments and/or 
officials responsible for the implementation of international law.

It was agreed in the group that each National Society needs to find 
the nationally most effective means of dissemination and 
implementation, dependent on the specific situation in the respective 
countries. Conditions are different in every country, and ways and 
means suitable for one region or country, might not be the most 
efficient in another part of the world.

Despite these differences between countries, there was a general 
agreement in the group on the importance of setting up 
interministerial committees in each country to study and administer 
the implementation of IHL. These committees should include 
representatives of the Red Cross or Red Crescent Society.

Besides initiating the formation of an interministerial committee, the 
group discussed other possible actions by National Societies, such as 
translation of the relevant texts into local languages. Here, 
however, it was pointed to the problem in many countries of numerous 
languages being spoken within the same country, and also of illiteracy 
within large groups of the population. Other means of dissemination 
were therefore suggested.



Reference was also made to the role of National Societies suggested in 
the Interim Report of the ICRC, sent out to all Societies in August 
this year.

The role of National Societies in regulating the use - and misuse - of 
the emblem as part of the implementation measures was likewise 
underlined in the discussion.

Several participants outlined the dissemination work being performed 
in their Societies. This exchange of experience led to a discussion 
on the importance of cooperation between National Societies. Regional 
cooperation was especially underlined in this discussion as an 
efficient way of enhancing dissemination efforts and national measures 
of implementation. It was for example suggested that neighbouring 
countries, with similar languages, could exchange information and 
dissemination materials, thus reducing production costs.

The transmission to the ICRC of such material and of other national 
measures taken, such as translated legal texts, was underlined in the 
discussion as another good way to exchange information within the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

Finally, the idea of a documentation centre was put forward by 
different participants. This centre would collect information on 
national measures of implementation of the Geneva Conventions and 
their Additional Protocols, and in appropriate ways provide the 
National Societies of the Movement with this information.

It was suggested by the group that the ICRC further study the 
possibility of such a centre.

This was a brief summary of the discussion in Working Group B.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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