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1. INTRODUCTION
The Universal Exposition, EXPO ’92, which will take place in 
Seville, will be one of the biggest international events of its kind 
ever organised. The theme will be "the Age of Discovery".

At its meeting in Rio de Janeiro in 1987 the Council of Delegates 
unanimously adopted a Resolution (cf. Annex), on the initiative of the 
Spanish Red Cross, that the ICRC, League and all National Societies 
should participate in EXPO '92.

The Joint Working Group on Information and Public Relations ("the 
International Communications Group") set up by the ICRC and the 
League, was asked to study how the Movement might participate so as to 
maximise the international impact of its humanitarian principles and 
activities.

2. PRELIMINARY STUDY

A sub-committee of the International Communications Group met with the 
organisers of EXPO *92 in Seville, together with representatives of 
the Spanish Red Cross. Consultations were also held with a number of 
National Societies, and with external experts specialising in 
large-scale exhibition work.

A preliminary study then investigated a possible concept for a Red 
Cross/Red Crescent pavilion in Seville, financial strategy, and broad 
lines of cooperation between the different components of the Movement.

Concept: A minimum of 40-million visitors are expected to attend 
EXPO *92. Over 100 countries, many international organisations and 
multinational companies will be present. There will be extensive media 
coverage. In view of the likely "competition", a Red Cross/Red Cres
cent pavilion must be very original so as to attract the maximum num
ber of visitors.

The ICG considered a pavilion with three distinctive areas: (a) Entry 
Hall - where the Movement's Principles and history would be strongly 
featured; (b) Audio-visual display - concentrating on humanitarian 
activities, and thereby emphasizing the message of the Movement; and 
(c) a Red Cross/Red Crescent "village", where visitors could 
"discover" the Movement through personal contact with its 
representatives from all over the world (National Societies, ICRC and 
League). This area would also contain a shop and a restaurant.

Finances and Management: The basic costs of a pavilion fall in three 
categories - construction charges, programme content, and running 
costs.
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Since total costs were estimated as being very substantial, it was 
immediately decided that the financing could not come from the 
Movement. Instead it would have to be met in large part through 
commercial sponsorship and other sources (as would be the case also 
for other non-profit organisations exhibiting in Seville).

The ICG concluded, in view of the complexity of the issues involved, 
that management of the project should be delegated to the Spanish Red 
Cross in association with the ICRC and the League. An internal proto
col should cover the respective responsibilities of the three bodies.

3. ICRC/LEAGUE/SPANISH RED CROSS AGREEMENT
The Presidents of the ICRC, League and Spanish Red Cross, the 
Secretary General of the League and other ICRC/League staff met in 
Geneva on 17 April 1989 and, after discussion of the above preliminary 
findings, reached agreement in substance as follows:

to nominate the Spanish Red Cross as legal representative of the 
ICRC and the League;

to nominate Mr. Leocadio Marin Rodriguez, President of the 
Spanish Red Cross, as General Commissioner for the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent pavilion;

to entrust the Spanish Red Cross and its President to seek funds 
for the financing of the pavilion, with due regard to existing 
regulations and principles in the field of commercial 
sponsorship.

to ask the General Commissioner, in association with repre
sentatives of the ICRC and the League, to determine the programme 
content of the pavilion and appropriate methods of communication.

to take a decision on the participation of the Movement by 15 
October 1989 at latest, subject to guarantees that the total 
costs had been underwritten;

- to transmit the terms of this agreement to the Council of 
Delegates in October 1989.

It was further agreed that the ICRC and the League would participate 
in the financing of the pavilion insofar as their budgets allowed, but 
that no financial commitments would be made on behalf of the Geneva 
institutions without their express agreement.

The documents relating to this agreement were signed by the respective 
three Presidents in Istambul, on 17 July 1989.
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t ACTION BY THE SPANISH RED CROSS

Location: a pre-contract with the organisers of EXPO '92 reserves for 
the Movement a "prime site" beside the United Nations pavilion, and 
opposite the pavilion of Spain.

Sponsoring: after considerable research, negotiations were opened 
with three potential Spanish sponsors. Further negotiation narrowed 
this to one potential sponsor, which has made a firm offer of a 
substantial cash sum to the costs of the pavilion.

The remaining costs, after the deduction of other donations and the 
contributions of the ICRC and the League, will be met by the Spanish 
Red Cross. These costs will be reduced in part by the sale of Red 
Cross/Red Crescent products and the revenues of the restaurant.

Red Cross office: to ensure coordination of all work associated with 
the pavilion, the Spanish Red Cross has opened its own EXPO '92 office 
in Seville with a small staff.

5. PROPOSALS TO THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES
The Presidents of the ICRC, League and Spanish Red Cross, the 
Secretary General of the League and senior ICRC /League staff met in 
Geneva on 17 and 25 October 1989 and considered the overall situation.

The Spanish Red Cross was congratulated for its achievements to date. 
It was agreed that:

the Movement's participation in EXPO '92 should be confirmed;

the management of the Project by Mr Marin as General Commissioner 
was confirmed;

the Red Cross and Red Crescent pavilion should be on the reserved 
"prime site";

- the Movement's participation should be financed through sponsor
ship, the Spanish Red Cross and other sources, including ICRC and 
League contributions;

a joint working group of professional staff will be appointed by 
the ICRC and the League, in consultation with the Spanish Red 
Cross, to ensure overall agreement on construction, programme 
content and sponsorship;

a draft Resolution covering these points should be submitted to 
the Council of Delegates on October 27, 1989.

October 1989 Original: English



ANNEX (1)

Participation in the 1992 Seville Universal Exposition

The Council of Delegates,

considering that the city of Seville (Spain) has been chosen as the venue 
of the Universal Exposition in 1992, whose theme is “The Age of Discov
ery”, and that this exhibition has been registered in the universal category 
by the International Exhibition Bureau, the highest category for this kind 
of event,

considering that the Spanish government undertakes as host country to 
abide by all its obligations in conformity with the Paris Convention of 1928 
on International Expositions and its supplementary protocols, and has 
consequently sent an invitation to all the countries of the world and to the 
most prominent international bodies, several of which have already con
firmed their attendance,

observing that the said 1992 Universal Exposition will be of exceptional 
importance, since it will be dedicated to celebrating, as indicated by its 
Regulation, mankind’s inventive capacity to face man's dynamic relation
ship with his fellow men and his environment, man’s social, cultural and 
physical existence and the evolution of knowledge,

noting also that this same Article 1 of the Regulations emphasizes that 
the purpose of the Exposition is to contribute to man’s understanding of 
himself and his fellow men through a demonstration of his achievements, 
encourage co-participation and an exchange of ideas so as to lay the 
foundations for discoveries and coexistence in the years to come,

recalling that this celebration, coming 22 years after the last Universal 
Exposition (held in Osaka in 1970), will be of the utmost importance to 
mankind, since not only will the 500th anniversary of the discovery of 
America be celebrated, but it will also be an occasion for collective 
reflection on the structure of the modern world, and of time past and 
present, a true scenario for the vision of man’s creative future,

considering the extraordinary circumstance that this Council of Dele
gates is meeting in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), which is one of the American 
countries participating in the celebration of the Fifth Centennial.

considering that the Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs, on behalf of 
the Expo’ 92 State Corporation, the General Commissioner and the Span
ish people, has invited the President of the League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies and the President of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, an invitation which has been accepted by both,

noting that the Spanish Red Cross extends this invitation to all 
National Societies of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement,

considering also the size of the preparations for this type of event and 
the official deadline,

proposes:
1. that the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the 

ICRC participate, in whichever manner they deem appropriate, in this 
great event of 1992,
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2. that all the National Societies of the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement participate in this event,

3. that the joint ICRC/League working group on information and 
public relations study the manner in which the entire International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement can participate in the event, in the 
form that most adequately disseminates knowledge of its principles and 
activities and best affords international public repercussion of its immense 
humanitarian work,

4. that the afore-mentioned joint ICRC/League working group present 
concrete and enumerated proposals regarding this participation to the 1989 
Council of Delegates.


