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125 YEARS at work

The commemoration programme for the 125th anniversary, adopted by 
the 1987 Council of Delegates, was designed to help promote the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent and to "project worldwide the image of 
a Movement which is universal, youthful and dynamic, united by 
the same principles and ideals which have been its constant guide 
throughout its 125 years of existence" (see Resolution 7.
Annex 1).
The commemoration was thus intended by the Movement as a tribute 
to all those millions of men, women and young people - National 
Society members, staff and delegates of the ICRC and the League - 
who form the links in a universal chain and are proud of 
belonging to the great Red Cross and Red Crescent family.
It has brought a renewed awareness of the origins of our 
Movement, a renewed commitment to the convictions and principles 
which engendered it and which alone can now serve as the 
foundation for a new beginning - our two supreme ideals of 
compassion in the midst of conflict and of attaining peace 
through humanity (inter arma caritas, per humanitatem ad pacem).

It has highlighted an impressive and stimulating past to 
generate the strength we need to meet future challenges.
But besides evoking prestigious past achievements, it has been a 
resounding call for the humanitarian mobilization of all States 
and indeed the entire family of mankind.
Far from taking refuge in its past, the Movement decided, on its 
125th anniversary, to relive it and, by reviving memories, to 
take more efficient action in today's world and pave the way for 
a more humane, brotherly and peaceful future.
In writing about the horrors he had witnessed at the 
battle of Solferino, Henry Dunant was waging a battle of his own 
against the arbitrary and inhumane suffering of war victims and 
in defence of human life and dignity.
His purpose in describing his relief work on the battlefield was 
merely to motivate others to join, in a fraternal spirit, 
in assisting suffering victims.
By depicting the carnage of that battle, his only intention was 
to identify the true enemy, which is not any neighbouring 
country, but "hunger, cold, poverty, ignorance, habit, 
superstition, prejudices..."
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The programme
The commemoration programme covered the period from November 
1987 (anniversary of the publication of "A Memory of Solferino") 
to October 1989 (award of the first Red Cross and Red Crescent 
prize for peace and humanity).
The programme, which retraced the events that marked the origins 
of the Movement and of international humanitarian law, was 
intended to illustrate the theme for the entire period, that is: 
"125 years at work ...", with particular stress during the first 
year on development and during the second on the protection of 
human life.
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Most of the work of promoting and organizing commemorative events 
was entrusted to the National Societies, in view of the diversity 
of local circumstances. The role of the ICRC and the League was 
essentially to provide support for the National Societies' 
efforts by furnishing information and promotional material.
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FIRST ANNIVERSARY YEAR
"125 years at work ... and still developing!"

The theme of this first year of the anniversary was an invitation 
to celebrate 125 years of active involvement in helping the 
victims of conflict and disaster, and proposed a return to the 
origins, convictions and principles for action that gave birth to 
the Movement.
The majority of the National Societies, in co-operation with the 
ICRC and the League, took advantage of this unique opportunity to 
increase public awareness of the Movement's activities and 
concerns, of what the Red Cross or Red Crescent is and does. 
Outstanding efforts were made to this effect by the National 
Societies, particularly on Red Cross and Red Crescent Day 1988.
It is obviously impossible to enumerate here all the events and 
activities that took place worldwide on this occasion. The 
present report can only give a summary, compiled on the basis of 
the information received in Geneva, of the themes and types of 
activity adopted, while highlighting the originality and 
diversity of the ideas and methods chosen to reach the general 
public, involve young people and arouse interest in government 
circles. In Geneva, the inauguration of the International Museum 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent was an internationally 
acclaimed event that provided an impressive illustration of the 
Movement's progress throughout its 125 years of existence.

Celebration of the 125th anniversary by the National Societies

First of all mention should be made of the success scored by the 
125th anniversary logo, which was greeted enthusiastically by 
philatelists and thus became widely known. Indeed, more than 69 
countries issued commemorative stamps, sometimes accompanied by 
envelopes bearing special postmarks.
One of the first
9 February 1988. A 
Geneva Casino as a 
decision was taken

commemorative events took place in Geneva on 
plaque was mounted on the wall of the former 
reminder to the public of the place where the 
to form a five-member Committee which was to 

study how to implement the
work "A Memory of Solferino".

proposals contained in Henry Dunant's
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In most countries, interest in the 125th anniversary focused on 
World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day 1988. The occasion was 
remarkable for the unprecedented number and scope of the 
events organized: festivals, concerts, lectures, humanitarian 
activities, exhibitions, publications, films, radio and 
television broadcasts, contests, etc.
The diversity and quality of these commemorative events, whether 
cultural or humanitarian in nature, guaranteed their impact, 
which was often enhanced by the active participation of 
government representatives.
These events, activities and productions can be grouped into the 
following categories:

Humanitarian activities

Establishment 
and 
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material
road repairs

by needy families, 
courses for 
assistance 

planting
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blood collection, recruitment 

aiders, activities for the 
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f irst- 
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of trees.
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of blood 
disabled, 
campaign,

»

Media

Most of the National Societies had 
Some television and radio stations 
featuring well-known artists.

ample access to 
produced special

the media, 
programmes

The joint message recorded on World Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Day by the President of the ICRC, the President and the Secretary 
General of the League, and the Chairman of the Standing 
Commission, was broadcast by 30 national radio stations, 
sometimes together with statements from National Society leaders 
(see annex 2).
A whole range of audio-visual productions - TV spots, films, 
drama broadcasts, television series, audio and video cassettes - 
helped publicize the Movement's ideals and activities.

Publications

Countless brochures, leaflets, reportages, song lyrics and 
information kits were produced to mark the 125th anniversary. 
They dealt mainly with the history and organization of the 
Movement, the Fundamental Principles and Red Cross and Red 
Crescent activities all over the world.
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Exhibitions

The themes underlying the Movement's past and present activities 
were illustrated by many exhibitions of items such as stamp 
collections and first-aid equipment and on subjects including 
public health, first-aid teaching, the dangers of smoking, the 
Movement and peace and the history of the Movement.

Shows, concerts and sporting events

Events organized to celebrate the 125th anniversary were often 
very popular occasions, aimed at all generations and all sections 
of the public. Fairs, gala evenings, dances, pop concerts, modern 
ballet productions. Red Cross choirs, football matches and 
bicycle races attracted large crowds. There was a lot of singing 
and dancing; in spite of its age, the Movement obviously emerged 
rej uvenated!

Youth

Young people - and more generally the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
volunteers - took an extremely active part in the campaign, and 
it was frequently they who ensured the success of the numerous 
initiatives taken in so many different fields. Their cheerful and 
stimulating participation in all the humanitarian events 
organized during these anniversary celebrations showed a vitality 
and a commitment which not only reversed one image of the 
Movement as perceived by the public, but might very well lead the 
Movement itself to break a number of well-established habits.
These initiatives included preparing information kits and a Red 
Cross/Red Crescent Manual for schools, Red Cross volunteer camps, 
a "friendship album" (between young people from different 
countries), a series of documents on poverty drawn up by 
children, and a campaign to abolish the recruitment of children 
in the armed forces.

Information/training

The diversity and the sheer number of methods used ensured that 
the message would be widely spread among the public.
The Movement's message is indissociably linked to life itself, to 
human emotions and convictions, to people's physical and 
intellectual commitment and to community activities and artistic 
expression.
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The numerous events and activities organized for this 125th 
anniversary were as many opportunities to pass on general 
information about the Movement, convey its message and 
disseminate knowledge of its principles and of international 
humanitarian law among the public and, frequently, appeal for 
financial support.
The National Societies, taking advantage of the special interest 
aroused by this anniversary, took a large number of steps to 
promote information and discussion: public dissemination 
meetings, training seminars for government officials, 
international conferences on international assistance in conflict 
situations, a symposium on drug abuse and AIDS, establishment of 
a centre for dissemination of IHL and inclusion of IHL in army 
training programmes.

Honours and prizes

i s often 
it out 

any reward 
their

discreet 
every day 
except for 

fellows . In

The Movement's humanitarian work 
unspectacular. The "heroes" that carry 
usually volunteers who do not expect 
satisfaction of having been of use to
context the honours and prizes awarded for services rendered 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent are 
unselfish commitment of the millions of members who are 
driving force of the Movement.

and 
are 
the 

this 
to

a symbol of the effective and 
the

Humanitarian activity is a vital part of life and is necessarily 
reflected in the most compelling forms of expression of the 
human condition and of values common to all mankind. Several 
artists, painters, composers and singers therefore also received 
prizes for works or performances publicizing the Movement's basic 
message.

Publicity

An incredible variety of articles and gadgets was produced to 
enhance the popular appeal of the 125th anniversary: original 
posters, a miniature electric railway, postcards and greeting 
cards, statuettes of Henry Dunant, school pencils and notebooks 
stamped with the logo, stickers, the "magic cross" game and wall 
calenders, to name but a few.
A number of "humanitarian" contests were held to stimulate the 
competitive spirit among young people. Subjects included 
drawings, posters, compositions, poems, photos and the "best Red 
Cross message", but there were also first-aid contests and land 
and sea rescue demonstrations.
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The flags fluttering on buses, bridges and public buildings, 
the processions of volunteers and the proclamation of a Red Cross 
Year were all excellent for public relations.
Finally, the highly original "Train of Humanity" venture and baby 
shows for especially vigorous infants or those born on 8 May were 
powerful symbols of rebirth!

* * * » *
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Inauguration of the International Museum of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent
The International Museum of the Red Cross and Red Crescent was 
inaugurated in the presence of Otto Stich, President of the Swiss 
Confederation, and opened its doors in Geneva on 29 October 1988. 
Mrs. Gorbatcheva and Mrs. Reagan, both of whom had laid the 
foundation stone, were not present at the inaugural ceremony but 
the Ambassadors of their respective countries read out a message 
from them.
This is a culmination of twelve years of effort by the Museum's 
Foundation, efforts financed by public and private funds 
completely separate from those going to the organizations 
comprising the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.
Visitors enter the Museum by a narrow pass age
courtyard in which an impressive 
"Les Pétrifiés" (Men turned to

group of 
stone),

human rights and is itself an appeal for
statuary 
condemns 
tolerance

leading to a
Carl Bucher's 
violations of

firstThe
Then comes 
of Solferino 
end of this
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an

recall 
ingenious audio-visual 
and the care 
impressive

Henry Dunant at

Henry Dunant' 
reconstitution 

of the wounded
screen
by George

portrayal the
his desk (a sculpture

at Castiglione, 
slides open 

Segal).

s precursors, 
of the battle 

At the 
to show

Visitors follow a description of the foundation of the Red Cross 
before going on to the area concerned with the First World War, 
which contains a montage of documentary films and the seven 
million index cards made out to restore contact between prisoners 
of war and their families. Other areas are devoted to the period 
between the two wars, and to the Second World War. The visit ends 
at the big flag that until recently flew on the ICRC delegation's 
premises in Beirut, and with an audio-visual game than enables 
visitors to find out about the activities of any of the 149 Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies.
Thanks to the most advanced museum technology, the visitor is not 
only led through 125 years of history but is also invited to 
reflect upon the nobility of the humanitarian gesture in the 
midst of violence.
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The inauguration was preceded by a scientific symposium on the 
precursors of the Red Cross, organized by the Henry Dunant 
Society and held in Geneva from 26 to 28 October 1988. The 
symposium provided distinguished historians and other speakers 
with the opportunity to draw attention to the men, women and 
institutions, mainly of the last century, that were moved by the 
same concerns as the founders of the Red Cross: this common 
concern at the source testifies to the universal nature of the 
Movement, which today spreads its influence throughout the world.

The two years of commemoration were linked by another 
international event, which also reflected the Movement's original 
vocation. This was the Seminar on Information and Dissemination 
of International Humanitarian Law as a Contribution to Peace, 
which was held in Leningrad from 10 to 14 October 1988 and was 
the subject of another document submitted to the Council of 
Delegates by the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
Peace (CD/6/la).

* » * # *
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SECOND ANNIVERSARY YEAR
"125 years at work ... protecting human life"
The emphasis of this second anniversary year was on the creation, 
development and dissemination of and respect for international 
humanitarian law.
Yesterday as today, the impact of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
chain of solidarity and understanding depends on the support and 
co-operation of the States, which have become united for Humanity 
and have undertaken to protect human life by adopting the most 
universal of treaties.
The original Geneva Convention was signed on 22 August 1864. In 
making this commitment, governments ensured for the first time 
that victims would be afforded protection on the battlefield.
To mark the historical importance of this anniversary, the 
Movement decided to organize a number of events and activities at 
the international level with a view to:
- making political leaders aware of the need to acquire the 

"humanitarian reflex";
- strengthening public conviction that the humanitarian 
principles must be respected;

- enhancing the Movement's credibility, freedom of action and 
operational capacity;

- lending moral support to people working for dialogue, 
reconciliation and solidarity, with a view to the peaceful 
settlement of conflicts and the establishment of lasting peace.

Through this appeal for humanitarian mobilization, the Movement 
wishes to prompt States and the entire international community to 
adhere to the ideals and principles of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent.
The "humanitarian gestures" made by the governments, the dynamic 
commitment of all the young people gathered at the Supercamp and 
the confidence and support expressed by the international 
community during the celebrations organized to commemorate the 
1864 Convention are all extremely positive and encouraging 
responses to the Movement's appeal.
Finally, special mention should be made of the numerous events, 
activities and campaigns organized on this theme by the National 
Societies and most of which took place on World Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Day, 1989.
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The "Humanitarian Gesture” campaign
Results of the campaign
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According to information provided by the National Societies 
and/or by the authorities themselves as at 30 September 1988, 70 
governments announced that they would make a humanitarian gesture 
to mark the 125th anniversary of the Movement.
The steps 
practical.

taken by governments were in general eminently 
They involved:

- measures to help refugees or displaced persons;
measures to help dispersed families, detainees, the wounded or 
victims of torture;

- financial and administrative measures in favour of National 
Societies;

- financial support for ICRC or League operations;
- educational measures to promote the dissemination of knowledge 

of the Movement's principles and international humanitarian 
law ;

- legal measures such as ratification of the Additional Protocols 
or adoption of a law protecting the emblem.
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Roll of honour recording the humanitarian gestures

Most of the humanitarian gestures already announced by 
governments are recorded in the Roll of Honour.
However, not all the humanitarian gestures announced have as yet 
been confirmed and recorded therein.
The Roll of Honour contains a page for each State that has a 
National Red Cross or Red Crescent Society.
When all the governments that have announced a humanitarian 
gesture have also duly entered it in the Roll of Honour (the 
closing date having been postponed until 30 November 1989). the 
pages recording those gestures will be bound. Copies of the 
resulting volume will then be sent to the National Societies, 
along with the photographs of their government representatives at 
the signing ceremony.

Outcome generally encouraging

A great number of National Societies have actively participated 
in this exceptional initiative.
Over 100 National Societies have approached their respective 
Governments to make humanitarian gestures. These approaches, at 
times both delicate and bold, have not always produced positive 
results.
Nevertheless, almost half of the 149 States with National Red 
Cross or Red Crescent Societies have responded favourably.
As anniversary gifts from each State to its National Society and 
messages of compassion and conciliation, these humanitarian 
gestures are a very special way of marking 125 years of 
solidarity with the victims of conflicts and disasters, 125 years 
during which our fundamental principles have been faithfully 
upheld and the Movement's unity has transcended borders and 
differences.
These results are both remarkable and encouraging. They inspire 
confidence in the Movement's capacity for concerted 
international action in the future.
The shortcomings of this campaign are due basically to the little 
time available for its implementation.
The guidelines for an Information Policy of the Movement, 
submitted to the Council of Delegates for approval (CD/7/1), 
provide a general framework in which such international action 
may be devised and co-ordinated as part of a long-term strategy.
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An evaluation based on a more detailed analysis of this campaign 
will be compiled in order to draw the necessary conclusions from 
its implementation. These should be taken into account in any 
further campaign organized by the Movement.

# » * * *
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One hundred and twentyfifth anniversary of the 1864 Geneva 
Convention

The Diplomatic Conference convened in Geneva 125 years ago by the 
Swiss Government gave substance to Henry Dunant's idea by 
signing, on 22 August 1864, the original Geneva Convention. This 
Convention constitutes the foundation of international 
humanitarian law today.
Many events have been organized by the Movement to mark this 
anniversary. We shall confine ourselves in this report to 
describing three of these: two set up by the Swiss Government, 
the depositary of the Geneva Conventions, and one, a round table, 
held by the Law Faculty of the University of Geneva.

Commemorative ceremony in Bern

The main purpose of this ceremony, which was held in Bern on
22 August 1989. was to draw public attention in Switzerland to 
the existence and scope of international humanitarian law and to 
urge all States to respect their humanitarian commitments.
It was attended by approximately a
representative of every segment of

thousand participants, 
the Swiss population.

largely

The diplomatic corps accredited 
numerous Swiss ambassadors also

to the Federal Council 
participated in the event.

and

occasion, an appeal 
inter

On this 
international community, 
the Protocols Additional to the 
to all the diplomatic 
Ministries of Foreign

by the Swiss Government 
alia urging all nations to 
Geneva Conventions, 

missions for forwarding to their
Affairs.

theto 
ratify 

was delivered 
respective

Presidents of the Swiss Confederation 
the 
to

The
Red Cross took the floor to highlight 
of
mobilization.

international humanitarian law and
, the ICRC and the Swiss 
origins and development 
call for a humanitarian

Ceremony and exhibition in New York

A ceremony took place in New York on 13 October 1989 during the 
44th Session of the United Nations General Assembly. It was 
attended by Mr. René Felber, Swiss Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, Secretary General of the United
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Nations, and Mr. Cornelio Sommaruga, President 
representatives of virtually all States present 
Assembly and members of the press accredited 
Nations.

of the ICRC, 
at the General 
to the United

The Swiss Minister, who presided over the ceremony, spoke about 
the origins of this first Geneva Convention and the subsequent 
development of international humanitarian law. The United Nations 
Secretary General underscored the excellent co-operation between 
his institution and the ICRC, recalling the part played by the 
United Nations in the codification of humanitarian law.

the regional 
the President 
to attribute

Brief statements were made by the representatives of 
groups who were attending the General Assembly, and 
of the ICRC launched an appeal to all governments 
greater importance to humanitarian considerations.
That day also marked the opening of 
"Humanity in the Midst of War", which was 
will remain on display in the visitors 
Nations headquarters in New York from 13 
1989.

an exhibition
set up 

' lobby 
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entitled
by the ICRC and 
of the United 
to 12 November

Its purpose is to put 
humanitarian law in such 
make them understand and

over the development of international 
a way as to catch people's attention and 
apply it.

Conceived as a tool for dissemination, the exhibition will go on 
tour as an attractive and stimulating means of information which 
can be used at national conventions, conferences or other special 
events (anniversaries, dissemination campaigns, World Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Day), or in certain universities.

Round Table at the University of Geneva

On the initiative of the ICRC, the Law Faculty of the University 
of Geneva organized a round table on 22 June 1989 entitled: 
"Actualité de la première Convention de Genève, 125 ans après son 
adoption" ("The first Geneva Convention, 125 years after its 
adoption").
This round table, chaired by Mr. Maurice Aubert, Vice-President 
of the ICRC, was enhanced by the participation of Mr. Jan 
Martensen, Under-Secretary General and Director-General of the 
United Nations Office at Geneva, and contributions from the 
following eminent specialists in the field of international law: 
Georges Abi-Saab, Luigi Condorelli, Theodor Meron, John Pace, 
Yves Sandoz and Dietrich Schindler.

* * * * *
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Supercamp
The Council of Delegates of 1987 decided "... to include the 
"Supercamp" in the commemoration programme as the culmination of 
the events held to mark the 125th Anniversary of the signature of 
the Geneva Convention".

Organisation and finances

Supercamp '89 was 
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thanks 
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National
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1 to
For the first 10 days 

a camp 
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Italian Red

, in Northern Italy14 September 1989
the participants lived and 

built exclusively
of Castiglione delle
and

Cross
Solferino. The 
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for this event, 
Stiviere, 
Military 
for thethe 

maintenance and logistical support for Supercamp.
were taken byThe delegates 

concluding four days of Supercamp, 
the city's Civil Defence Shelters, 
in a Supertent at the League

special train to Geneva for the 
where they were lodged in 3 of 
with their meals being taken 

Headquarters.

Participation

All National Societies were invited to send a delegation of 5 to 
Supercamp including 1 leader under 35 years, and 4 youth members 
between 18 &. 22 years. Other organisations and societies in 
formation were informed that Supercamp would take place.
Total participation in Supercamp was 511 delegates of 132 
nationalities, representing 125 National Societies and 7 observer 
organisations.



19

Programme
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From mid - 1988 National Societies were kept well informed on all 
aspects of RCY Supercamp '89 through circular letters, SuperInfo 
N° 1 - 5. and regular League and ICRC publications. Societies 
were asked to profit from the event and the selection of their 
participants to emphasize the important role of young people 
within the Movement. To assist with this campaign, an Information 
Kit on Red Cross and Red Crescent Youth in general and Supercamp 
in particular was sent to all National Societies in July/August 
1989. Press Kits were also sent to Swiss and Italian press, and 
direct contacts were made with the media.
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A Message from the Youth of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement was prepared in Supercamp and was presented to 
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It is important that the investment made in RCY Youth through 
Supercamp is followed up at the local, national and international 
levels, allowing the youth to have increasing responsibility for 
their own actions, further integrating young people into all 
actions of the society, and at the same time continuing to 
provide clear and professional leadership and training for Youth 
members .

* * * # #
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TOWARDS THE YEAR 2000
Secure in the awareness of its vast potential of energy and 
commitment, experience and imagination, the Movement can look to 
the future with confidence.
As the millennium draws to a close, it is evident that there can 
be no solutions for the great problems of our time without 
respect for the universal values on which humanitarian work is 
based.
Relieving suffering, combating hunger, promoting understanding 
and co-operation - no durable progress can be made in these areas 
unless it is accompanied by measures to safeguard the lives and 
dignity of all human beings.
The cessation of hostilities, the opening of negotiations in many 
regions in conflict, recent advances in the spheres of 
disarmament and human rights are all promising signs for a new 
initiative in the humanitarian offensive.
This trend towards dialogue, reconciliation and peace has already 
relieved suffering, saved lives and brought hope and new heart to 
entire populations.
But if the voices of the silent victims are to be heard, if the 
language of peace and humanity is to triumph over that of 
violence and lawlessness, if the law is to be observed and human 
life and dignity respected, a true humanitarian mobilization is 
essential.

organized to mark the 125th 
of the Movement and its 

coming decade to effect such 
State support.

The countless events and activities 
anniversary speak for the vitality 
capacity to do its utmost during the 
a mobilization, with full public and
The award of the first Red Cross and Red Crescent prize for peace 
and humanity will bring the 125th anniversary celebrations to a 
close.
This first award is symbolic, for though it marks an end, it is 
in fact a new beginning.
In the most inhuman and violent situations, any humanitarian act 
kindles a spark that lights the flame of peace.

Original French
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MOVEMENT

The Council of Delegates,

considering that the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement has just entered a period commemorating its 125 years of 
existence, in particular four events which marked its early 
beginnings :

on 8 November 1862, the publication of "A Memory of 
Solferino", the book written by Henry Dunant to alert public 
opinion to the horror of that dreadful battle;
on 9 February, the creation of the International and Permanent 
Committee for the Wounded in Time of War, known as "The 
Committee of Five", which soon became the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC);
on 26 October 1863. adoption by the delegates of 16 
Governments, invited to Geneva by the International Committee, 
of a Resolution for "the organization in every country of a 
committee to give a voluntary assistance to the medical 
services of the armed forces" - the future National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies;
on 22 August 1864, signature of the first Geneva Convention 
for the amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded in Armies 
in the Field;
having taken note with interest of the proposals put forward 

by the ICRC and the Secretariat of the League with a view to 
commemorating the 125th anniversary of the Movement,

having taken note that these proposals, which have been 
submitted for consultation to all National Societies, have been 
very favourably received by them,

having heard the additional proposals presented orally during 
the present Council of Delegates, in particular the suggestion 
that all States be asked to make a "humanitarian gesture" on 8 
May 1989. World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day, on behalf of 
people or groups of people whose condition can be changed for the 
better only by humanitarian measures of an exceptional nature, to 
be taken on that day :
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1. congratulates the ICRC and the Secretariat of the League on 
their proposals as set out in Document CD/8/1, and 
particularly in Appendix A.

2. approves and adopts those proposals, together with the 
proposal for a "humanitarian gesture" put forward during the 
present Council of Delegates - all those proposals 
constituting what will hencefort be termed the 125th 
anniversary "commemoration programme".

3. decides, in conformity with those proposals, to use the
commemorative theme - "125 Years at Work" - for the entire
period extending from the present Council of Delegates of 
1989; to place emphasis during the first year, under the 
subsidiary slogan "...and Still Developing", upon the role of 
the Movement in the field of development, and during the 
second year, to stress respect for International Humanitarian 
Law, under the subsidiary slogan "... Protecting Human Life".

4. decides to include in the commemoration programme the seminar 
which the ICRC, the League and the Alliance will organize in 
October 1988 in the USSR within the framework of the second 
annual meeting of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and peace - with participation extended on this 
occasion to include dissemination and information specialist 
from National Societies and communication experts; and also 
the "Supercamp" which the League and the ICRC, in close 
collaboration with the Italian Red Cross, will organize at 
Solferino/Castiglione in August 1989 for Red Cross and Red 
Crescent youth, as the culmination of the events held to mark 
the 125th anniversary of the signature of the Geneva 
Convention of 22 August 1864.

5. requests the ICRC and the Secretariat of the League to do 
everything necessary to ensure the sucess of the commemoration 
programme as outlined above, which after the three major 
events - the "Information, Dissemination and Peace Seminar" 
(October 1988), the "Humanitarian Gesture" (8 May 1989) and 
the "Supercamp" (August 1989) “ will in October/November 1989. 
at the next Council of Delegates, close with the award of the 
first "Red Cross and Red Crescent Prize for Peace and 
Humanity".

6. invites all National Societies to participate actively at the 
national level in the implementation of this commemoration 
programme, thereby helping to promote the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent and to project worldwide the image of a Movement 
which is universal, youthful and dynamic, united by the same 
principles and ideals which have been its constant guide 
throughout its 125 years of existence.
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WORLD RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT DAY 1988 
Joint Message

This year marks the 125th Anniversary of the beginning of a world 
wide movement which arose out of the publication of A BOOK 
entitled "A Memory of Solferino" by A MAN (Henry Dunant), whose 
ideas were taken up by A PRIVATE GROUP (The Committee of Public 
Welfare) of A SMALL CANTON (Geneva) in what was - and still 
is - A SMALL COUNTRY (Switzerland). Today, 146 countries have 
either a Red Cross or a Red Crescent Society and the full member
ship of the Movement is estimated to be more than 250 million 
people .
Born on the battlefield of Solferino, Dunant's essentially simple 
idea was that the dignity of people must be respected at all 
times - even in war. As a result of his vision and determination, 
there have been two significant developments: first, the Geneva 
Conventions - by which Governments pledge themselves to respect 
and protect victims of armed conflict - and secondly the estab
lishment of a world wide neutral movement united by its commit
ment to the basic principle of people helping people.
Each year on May 8th, the birthday of Henry Dunant is celebrated 
throughout the world as World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day. In 
its 125th Anniversary year the Movement has adopted the slogan 
"125 Years at Work... and still developing". The growth of the 
Movement and the scope of the activities resulting from its con
cern for the victims of conflict and disaster - whether personal, 
local, national or international - have meant a new life for many 
people worldwide.
The term "Development" can mean many things. For the Red Cross, 
it can be reduced to two basic ideas. The first is the continuing 
development of the Movement itself. The second is constant vigil
ance to ensure that the assistance which it offers is adequate - 
neither excessive nor insufficient, and in no sense creating a 
situation of dependency in individuals or communities and, most 
of all, impartial. These two simple principles have been respon
sible for bringing about a change from strictly emergency aid to 
programmes designed to attack the root causes of continuing 
disasters .
Immediate assistance to the victims of conflicts and natural dis
asters will, of course, remain a primary obligation for the Move
ment but attempts to find durable solutions, fully independent of 
any political pressure, with the participation of local popula
tions, must continue and indeed grow. Only in this way can the 
long-term goals of the Red Cross and Red Crescent be achieved. 
The Movement still has a lot of growing to do both in size and, 
even more, in understanding its own potential. For this to be 
achieved it needs a great increase in public interest and support 
in every country.
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WORLD RED CROSS/RED CRESCENT DAY 1989
Joint Message

This World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day, governments around the 
world have been making a Humanitarian Gesture as a "birthday 
present" to our Movement in this, its 125th year.
These Gestures give hope and dignity to persons who are deprived, 
forgotten and in despair; people whose condition could not be 
improved without an act of exceptional benevolence.
Today the Geneva Conventions are the world's most widely accepted 
treaties. By becoming party to them, states everywhere have shown 
their commitment to humanity and to the protection of human life.
The Humanitarian Gestures made by governments today are a further 
link in this chain of international solidarity. They are a very 
special way of marking 125 years of solidarity with the victims 
of conflicts and natural or man-made disasters, 125 years of 
fidelity to the fundamental principles of a Movement which has to 
date rescued millions of people from death, oblivion and 
catastrophe.
In the words of our founder Henry Dunant, today's Humanitarian 
gestures are another step in the process whereby the governments 
of the world are "won over to the cause of universal 
brotherhood".
Even in the most desperately inhuman and violent situations, one 
humanitarian gesture can be the spark that kindles a gleam of 
hope for a better way of life and eventually ignites the flame of 
peace.
When you reach out with open arms in a situation otherwise 
dominated by the clenched fist, you can, in the midst of violence 
and disaster, foster trust and brotherhood. This is because such 
a gesture is inspired not by fear or domination, but by respect 
for people as human beings. It is proof that, in the face of 
suffering, it is possible to cease being enemies and to work 
together for the common good.
Today 250 million members of the Red Cross and Red Crescent are 
ready to accomplish such gestures every day, in order to save the 
lives and relieve the suffering of those who become the victims 
of natural disasters or man-made catastrophes.
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Our Movement continues to base its conviction and determination 
on the human capacity to be moved by the suffering of others and 
to refuse to see that suffering as unavoidable.

Note:
This message has been recorded by:
Mr. Cornelio Sommaruga, President of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (speaking in French, German and Italian);
Dr. Mario Villarroel Lander, President of the League of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (speaking in Spanish);
Mr. Par Stenback, Secretary General of the League of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (speaking in English);
Dr. Ahmad Abu-Goura, Chairman of the Standing Commission of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent (speaking in Arabic).
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MESSAGE FROM THE PARTICIPANTS 
OF RCY SUPERCAMP '89

CONFLICT, DESTRUCTION, PAIN, POLLUTION, FAMINE, OPPRESSION - 
EVEN AT THIS VERY MOMENT.
DOES IT HAVE TO CONTINUE?
LOOK AT US, WE ARE THE LIVING PROOF OF PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE, 
UNITED BY OUR COMMON COMMITMENT TO ALLEVIATE HUMAN SUFFERING.
WE ARE YOUNG MEMBERS OF THE RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT, 
REPRESENTING 132 NATIONALITIES, WE LIVE BY THE 7 FUNDAMENTAL 
PRINCIPLES AND WE REJOICE IN OUR DIFFERENCES:

LET US STOP PLAYING WITH HUMAN LIVES
LET US STOP DESTROYING THE EARTH
LET US BREAK DOWN THE BARRIERS OF PREJUDICE
LET US WORK TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE EQUALITY AND

RESPECT OF HUMAN DIGNITY
OUR WORLD NEEDS BOTH THE EXPERIENCE OF THE ELDERS AND THE ENERGY, 
IDEALISM, AND HOPE OF THE YOUNG.
LISTEN TO US AS WE CALL UPON YOU, THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, TO 
BUILD WITH US A BETTER FUTURE FOR HUMANITY.


