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Addendum to Document CD/6/1, English Version

On page 2, add the following paragraphe at the end of the 
Introduction :

The report on the Worldwide Campaign for the Protection of 
Victims of War will be submitted separately to the Council of 
Delegates after it has been examined by the members of the 
Commission on Peace.



INTRODUCTION

This report covers the period from end-November 1987 until end-April 
1989. A supplementary report will cover the work of the XXVIIth 
meeting of the Commission which will take place on 17 October 1989,

This report therefore includes:

A summary of the Commission's work for that period.

The report of the Group of Experts on Human Rights (Annex cd/6/1c).

The interim report of the Seminar: "Information and Dissemination 
of International Humanitarian Law as a Contribution to Peace", 
Leningrad, October 1988 (AnnexCD/6/ia).

The report on the Worldwide Campaign for the Protection of Victims 
of War (Annex CD/6/lb).

SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION

Since November 1987, the Commission has implemented the resolutions 
adopted by the Council of Delegates of 1987 and the principal 
following main subjects have been dealt with:

I. The work of the Group of Experts on Human Rights (Decision 1, 
Council of Delegates of 1985) (see Annex).

II. The work of a joint League/ICRC/Swedish Red Cross Committee for 
the World Campaign for the protection of Victims of War 
(Resolution 2, 1987) (see Annex).

III. The organisation of a Seminar on "Information and Dissemination 
of International Humanitarian Law as a Contribution to Peace", 
Leningrad, October 1988 (Resolution 4, 1987) (see Annex).

IV. The ICRC information policy on violations of International 
Humanitarian Law.

V. The proposal to call a 3rd Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference 
on Peace.

VI. Future of the Commission (following Decision 1, 1985 of the 
Council of Delegates).
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I. WORK AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS

The Commission transmitted to the Council of Delegates of 
November 1987, an interim report on the work of the Group of 
Experts which had held its first meeting in Geneva in June 1987. 
It indicated especially that a questionnaire would be sent to all 
the National Societies, so as to obtain a global view of the 
Movement's contribution to the respect and enforcement of human 
rights.

At its April and October 1988 sessions, the Commission was 
informed of the status of work of the Group of Experts, presided 
over by Prof. Diego Uribe Vargas (Columbian Red Cross).

Since the report of the Group of Experts, as it was adopted by 
the Commission, is annexed to this report, it was not deemed 
useful to repeat its conclusions here. It should be pointed out, 
however, that the subject is of great interest to the National 
Societies. Since January 1988, 87 Societies have responded to the 
questionnaire. These reports constituted the basis for the most 
complete report possible, which was submitted to the Commission 
in April 1989. After making some changes, the Commission decided 
to present it to the Council of Delegates, with the Group of 
Experts' conclusions and recommendations.

II. WORLD CAMPAIGN FOR THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF WAR

At the Council of Delegates of 1987, the Commission presented a 
first interim report on the implementation of Resolution VIII of 
the XXVth International Red Cross Conference. On the basis of 
that report, the Council of Delegates adopted Resolution 2, in 
which it requested the Working Group to continue its work, to 
enlarge its membership if necessary, and invited the Commission 
on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Peace to give an update on the 
project at the Council of Delegates of 1989.

Since then, at each of its sessions (April/October 1988 and April 
1989), the Commission has been presented with a report of the 
Joint Working Group, which has met regularly. The Commission 
has, therefore, been able to come to a decision on the Group's 
work.

Because the Joint Working Group only finalised the report of the 
Joint Working Group after the Commission's April 1989 session, 
the members of the Commission were consulted on the Report 
individually, by agreement with the Chairman of the Commission. 
This Campaign requires the full support of the whole Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement. Its objectives, the measures to be 
implemented and the mechanism set up are submitted to the Council 
of Delegates for adoption.

3 -



III. SEMINAR ON INFORMATION AND DISSEMINATION OF INTERNATIONAL 
HUMANITARIAN LAW AS A CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE

On the basis of Resolution 4 of the Council of Delegates of 1987, 
the Commission held its session in Leningrad, at the invitation 
of the Soviet Red Cross, from 10 to 14 October 1988. For that 
occasion, the Commission enlarged its membership, calling on 
dissemination and information experts from National Societies as 
well as communications experts. The purpose was to develop 
methods and mechanisms to create awareness and understanding of 
the Movement's role in the service of peace. The idea was to 
especially recall the link between the dissemination of 
international humanitarian law and the Movement's Fundamental 
Principles on the one hand, and the development of a spirit of 
peace, on the other.

At the second part of its October 1988 session, the Commission 
examined a summary report on the observations and proposals of 
the regional working groups (Asia, Africa, Americas and Europe) 
which had met in the context of the Seminar.

At the request of the Commission, this general report was sent to 
all National Societies for comment.

Though few in numbers, the responses did form the basis for an 
interim report which was presented to the Commission with a 
brief summary of the Seminar's work.

The Commission requested that the report be presented , to the 
Council of Delegates, while stressing to the two 
Institutions (ICRC/League), that they give National Societies 
another opportunity to voice their opinion on the document, and 
particularly on the proposals it contains This consultation will 
take place at a special session on "dissemination", organised on 
the sidelines of the October 1989 statutory meetings. A summary 
of remarks made there will be presented to the Council of 
Delegates.

IV. ICRC INFORMATION POLICY ON VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL 
HUMANITARIAN LAW

During the April 1988 meeting, the Commission discussed the ICRC 
information policy on international humanitarian law violations.

Especially pointed out, was that the number of public 
interventions by the ICRC, following international humanitarian 
law violations, was on the rise.

In reference to the guidelines formulated in the document 
entitled: "Action by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
in the event of breaches of International Humanitarian Law", the 
ICRC representative in the Commission underscored that the 
essential criterion guiding the Committee remained the interest 
of persons affected or endangered. While respecting the 
confidentiality of ICRC actions, some members of the Commission 
suggested that the National Societies be better Informed of ICRC 
actions following international humanitarian law violations.
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V. PROPOSAL FOR A 3RD WORLD RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT CONFERENCE ON 
PEACE

In October 1988, a working paper drawn up by the Yugoslavian Red 
Cross relating to the organisation of a 3rd World Conference on 
Peace, was submitted to the Commission. The theme, envisaged for 
this Conference would be "peace to the children of the world".

In conclusion, the suggested theme did retain the attention of 
the Commission members, but it was considered too early to decide 
on the possibility of a 3rd conference. The issue can be taken up 
again at the end of the World Campaign and after having reviewed 
the follow-up action to the recommendations of the Aaland 
Conference.

FINAL REMARKS

This report will be included in the documentation prepared for 
the Council of Delegates. The comments or possible amendment 
requests will appear in a supplementary report, also to be 
submitted to the Council of Delegates.
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