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PREAMBLE

The National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies members of the
League which is the international federation of National Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies, affirm their attachment to the Fundamental 
Principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 

which are :

HUMANITY The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, 
born of a desire to bring assistance without 
discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, 
endeavours, in its international and national capacity, 
to prevent and alleviate human suffering wherever it 
may be found. Its purpose is to protect life and health 
and to ensure respect for the human being. It promotes 
mutual understanding, friendship, cooperation and 
lasting peace amongst all peoples.

IMPARTIALITY It makes no discrimination as to nationality, race, 
religious beliefs, class or political opinions. It 
endeavours to relieve the suffering of individuals, 
being guided solely by their needs, and to give 
priority to the most urgent cases of distress.

NEUTRALITY In order to continue to enjoy the confidence of all, the 
Movement may not take sides in hostilities or engage at 
any time in controversies of a political, racial, 
religious or ideological nature.

INDEPENDENCE The Movement is independent. The National Societies, 
while auxiliaries in the humanitarian services of their 
governments and subject to the laws of their respective 
countries, must always maintain their autonomy so that 
they may be able at all times to act in accordance with 
the principle of the Movement.
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VOLUNTARY It is a voluntary relief movement not prompted in any

SERVICE manner by desire for gain.

UNITY There can be only one Red Cross or one Red Crescent 
Society in any one country. It must be open to all. It 
must carry on its humanitarian work throughout its 

terri tory.

UNIVERSALITY The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, 
in which all Societies have equal status and share 
equal responsibilities and duties in helping each other, 
is worldwide.

MOTTOES

The League recalls that the mottoes "Inter arma caritas" and "Per 
humanitatem ad pacem", together express the ideals of the Movement.



6

SECTION I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

1. The League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (hereinafter 
called "the League") is the international federation of the 
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (hereinafter called 
National Societies). It acts under its own Constitution with all 
rights and obligations of a corporate body with a legal 
personali ty.

2. The League is a component of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement (hereinafter called "the Movement").

3. The headquarters of the League is in Geneva.

4. When the words National Society are used in this Constitution, 
they refer to those National Societies which have been recognized 
in accordance with the Statutes of the Movement.

SECTION II

GENERAL OBJECT AND FUNCTIONS OF THE LEAGUE

General object

Article 2

1. The General object of the League is to inspire, encourage, 
facilitate, and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian 
activities by the National Societies with a view to preventing 
and alleviating human suffering and thereby contributing to the 
maintenance and the promotion of peace in the world.
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Functions

Article 3

1. To achieve the general object as defined in Article 2 of this 
Constitution and in the context of the Fundamental Principles of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (hereinafter called "the 
Fundamental Principles") the Statutes of the Movement and the 
resolutions of the International Conference of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent (hereinafter called "the International Conference"), 
the functions of the League shall, inter alia, be the following :

a) to act as the permanent body of liaison, coordination and 
study between the National Societies and to give them any 
assistance they might request;

b) to encourage and promote in every country the establishment
and development of an independent and duly recognized
National Society;

c) to bring relief by all available means to all disaster
victims;

d) to assist the National Societies in their disaster relief
preparedness, in the organization of their relief actions 
and in the relief operations themselves;

e) to organize, coordinate and direct international relief 
actions in accordance with the "Principles and Rules for Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Disaster Relief" adopted by the 
International Conference;

f) to encourage and coordinate the participation of the 
National Societies in activities for safeguarding public 
health and the promotion of social welfare in cooperation 
with their appropriate national authorities;
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g) to encourage and coordinate between National Societies the 
exchange of ideas for the education of children and young 
people in humanitarian ideals and for the development of 
friendly relations between young people of all countries;

h) to assist National Societies to recruit members from the 
population as a whole and inculcate the Fundamental 
Principles and ideals of the Movement;

i) to bring help to victims of armed conflicts in accordance 
with the agreements concluded with the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (hereinafter called "the ICRC"),

j) to assist the ICRC in the promotion and development of 
international humanitarian law and collaborate with it in 
the dissemination of this law and of the Fundamental 
Principles among the National Societies;

k) to be the official representative of the member Societies in 
the international field, inter alia for dealing with any 
matters in connection with decisions and recommendations 
adopted by the General Assembly of the league (hereinafter 
called "the Assembly") and to be the guardian of their 
integrity and the protector of their interests;

l) to carry out the mandates entrusted to it by the 
International Conference.

2. In each country the League shall act through or in agreement with 
the National Society and in conformity with the laws of that 
country.

3. If an internal or external authority in any situation interferes 
with the conduct of activities carried out by a member Society in 
accordance with the Fundamental Principles, or if such an 
authority subverts or attempts to subvert or uses that Society 
for purposes or activities not in accordance with the Fundamental 
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Rights

Principles, the Assembly or, in case of emergency, the Executive 
Council of the League (hereinafter called "the Council") shall 
examine the relevant circumstances and shall take such action as 
may be deemed appropriate, including in the last resort an appeal 
to the conscience of the world.

SECTION III

MEMBERS OF THE LEAGUE

Definition of National Societies

Article 4

Members of the League shall be those National Societies which have been 
admitted in accordance with Article 6. They form the basic units and 
constitute a vital force of the Movement carrying out their humanitarian 
activities in conformity with their own Statutes and national legislation 
and in accordance with the Statutes of the Movement and the Fundamental 
Principles.

Rights and Duties

Article 5

1. The rights of a National Society member of the League
shall be, inter alia :

a) to be represented at and to participate in the work of the 
Assembly;

b) to stand for election to all other official bodies of the 
League;

c) to request the League to provide representation to other 
international organizations;
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Duties

d) to submit, on its own initiative, in its name or in that of 
a group of member Societies, proposals to the Assembly and 
to other bodies of the League;

e) to communicate directly with the League.

2. The duties of a National Society member of the League shall
be inter alia :

a) to support the League in the pursuit of its general object 
and to apply the decisions adopted by the Assembly and by 
the Counci 1;

b) to ensure that the Fundamental Principles are carefully 
observed in the activities of the Society and that none of 
its subordinate bodies offend against those Principles;

c) to remit an annual contribution to the League approved by 
the Assembly;

d) to inform the Secretary General of the League of any 
proposed amendments to its own Statutes and to keep him 
informed of the composition of its main bodies.

Admission

Article 6

Conditions

Admission

for 1. Any recognized National Society wishing to become a member of the 
League shall apply to the President of the League (hereinafter 
called "the President") and shall undertake to respect the 
provisions of this Constitution.

2. The admission of a National Society to the League is subject to
the decision of the Assembly.
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Provisional

Admission

Cessation of

membership

Withdrawal

Suspension

3. Any applicant National Society may be admitted provisionally by 
the Council until the next session of the Assembly.

4. A National Society admitted provisionally to the League may take 
part in the work of the League but has no voting rights and 
cannot be elected to any official position in the League.

Cessation and Suspension

Article 7

1. A member Society shall cease to have the character of member of 
the League :

a) when it withdraws;
b) when it is dissolved.

2. Any member Society may withdraw from the League provided it gives 
the President of the League six months notice of withdrawal.

3. The Assembly may decide that any National Society shall be 
suspended from membership in the League :

a) if the Society no longer fulfils all the conditions for 
admission provided for in this Constitution, in particular 
if, because of modification of its Statutes, they are no 
longer in conformity with the Fundamental Principles;

b) if the Society on its own initiative or under pressure from 
the government of its country contravenes any of the 
Fundamental Principles;

c) if the Society uses its connection with the League for a 
purpose which is not in conformity with one of the 

Fundamental Principles;

d) when it acts contrary to the general object of the League 
and systematically refuses to apply the decisions of the 
Assembly.
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4. The Assembly shall not take any decision to suspend a member 
Society until it has examined the recommendations of the Council 
on this subject.

Before making such recommendations the Council shall previously 
have sent to the member Society concerned two warnings in writing 
within a period of twelve months prior to the session of the 
Counci 1.

The member Society shall have the right to be heard at the 
Assembly in its own defense.

5. A decision of the Assembly on suspension shall be taken by a 
two-thirds majority of the member Societies present and voting 
provided that the number of voting member Societies in favour of 
the suspension is at least one-half plus one of the total number 
of the members of the League.

Consequences

suspension

of 6. A member Society which has been suspended shall immediately lose 
its rights as a member.

A member Society of the League or an individual member of a 
Society which has been suspended and is a member of the Council, 
or any other body of the League shall forfeit the right to 
perform any official function or to be elected to any such body.

The Assembly shall immediately replace a suspended Society or its 
member at the same session.

Suspension entails forfeiture of all claims to the assets of the 
League.

Reinstatement 7. A member Society which has been suspended may be reinstated by 
the Assembly on the recommendation of the Council that the 
reasons for suspension no longer apply.
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SECTION IV

STATUTORY COLLECTIVE BODIES OF THE LEAGUE

General Assembly

Definition

Article 8

1. The General Assembly shall be the supreme body of the League.

Composition

Article 9

1. The Assembly shall be composed of delegates from the National 
Societies members of the League.

2. The Vice-Presidents of the League shall be entitled to 
participate in the sessions of the Assembly in their personal 
capacity with no vote.

Functions

Article 10

1. The Assembly shall inter alia exercise the following functions :

a) to determine the general policy of the League;

b) to take decisions on the admission of National Societies and 
the suspension of member Societies;

c) to elect the President of the League;

d) to elect eight member Societies, each of which shall be 
entitled to appoint a Vice-President;
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e) to elect sixteen member Societies as members of the Council;

f) to appoint the Secretary General of the League;

g) to appoint the Treasurer General;

h) to elect the representatives of the League to the
institutions and bodies of the Movement;

i) to set up all bodies required for the activities of the
League;

j) to study and approve the plans and budgets of the League and
to study and approve the financial reports of the League;

k) to approve the scale of contributions of the member 
Societies;

l) to provide such regulations as shall be necessary for the 
implementation of this Constitution;

m) to amend the Constitution and the Rules of Procedure;

n) to decide on the reports of the Council and of all bodies
set up by the Assembly;

o) to decide on the proposals presented by the member
Societies, the Council and all bodies set up by the 
Assembly;

p) to ratify any agreement concluded with the ICRC and any
other international organization or institution;

q) to decide on the transfer of the Headquarters of the League
by a quorum of two-thirds of the Societies members of the 
League and a three-fourth majority of the member Societies 
present and voting.
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2. The Assembly may not delegate to another body of the League the 
powers defined in para. 1 of this Article.

3. The Assembly may not take decisions involving expenditure before 
the Secretary General has submitted a report to it on the 
administrative and financial implications of any such proposal. 
If the expenses cannot be covered by the budget, no commitment in 
this respect can be made before the Assembly has taken the 
necessary measures to make additional funds required available.

Procedure

Article 11

Ordinary

Sessions

1. The Assembly shall meet in ordinary session at least once every 
two years. Such meetings shall normally be at the Headquarters of 
the League, or elsewhere on the invitation of a member Society. 
In case of acceptance of such an invitation, the Assembly shall 
fix the place and dates of the session.

2. A session of the Assembly shall be held in the same place and
before the International Conference when the latter has been 

convoked.

Change of place 3.
of the session

In exceptional circumstances, the Secretary General in
agreement with the President and with the majority of the 
Societies members of the Council may change the place and if 
necessary the date of the session of the Assembly and shall 
inform the Societies members of the League of such changes.

Extraordinary 4. An extraordinary session of the Assembly shall be held before any
Sessions extraordinary session of the International Conference.

5. Extraordinary sessions of the Assembly shall also be held on the 
initiative of the President or on the initiative of at least one 
fourth of the total number of the member Societies.
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Voting procedure

Quorum

Majority 
required for 
decisions

Majority 
required for 
important 
decisions

Important 
matters

6. Each member Society represented at the Assembly shall have one
vote.

7. Except as provided for in Articles 10 para, l.q), 36 and 38 
paras.1 and 2 of this Constitution, the decisions of the Assembly 
shall be valid only when a quorum is present of at last half of 
the member Societies of the League either at an ordinary or at an 
extraordinary session.

8. Should less than half of the member Societies be in attendance at 
any ordinary or extraordinary session, another session of the 
Assembly shall be convened after at least 24 hours have elapsed 
at which decisions taken shall be valid whatever the number of 
members present.

Should the provisional agenda include important questions as 
defined in para.10 of this Article the aforesaid second session 
shall be held not less than forty-five and not more than ninety 
days after the one preceding it.

9. Except as provided for important matters and in Articles 7
para.5, 10 para.l q), 22 para.4, 36 and 38 paras. 1 and 2
decisions of the Assembly shall be taken by a simple majority of 
the member Societies present and voting. The said simple majority 
shall also suffice for a new subject to be classified as an 
important matter.

10. Decisions on important matters shall be taken by a two-thirds 
majority of the member Societies present and voting.

11. Important matters shall comprise the admission of a National 
Society as a member of the League, voting the budget and any 
other subject classified by the Assembly as an important matter
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Meaning of the 
term "member 
Societies 
present and 
voting"

12. Within the context of this Constitution, the term "member 
Societies present and voting" shall mean member Societies present 
and voting for or against. Member Societies abstaining from 
voting are considered as not having voted.

Executive Council

Definition

Article 12

1. The Executive Council is the body which acts between meetings of 
the General Assembly to advise the President and to give guidance 
and support to the Secretary General in interpreting and 
implementing the decisions of the Assembly.

Composition

Article 13

1. The Council shall be composed of :

a) the President of the League;

b) the eight Vice-Presidents;

c) the ex officio Vice-President, i.e. the President of the 
member Society of the country in which the League has its 
headquarters;

d) sixteen member Societies.

2. The sixteen member Societies mentioned in para, l.d) of this 
Article shall be elected for a period of four years by a simple 
majority of the member Societies present and voting. The 
principle of geographical distribution as implemented in the 
Rules of Procedure shall be respected.
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Functions

3. Any member Society having been elected in accordance with the 
para 2 of this Article or in accordance with Article 23 and has 
been represented on the Council for two successive four-year 
periods, shall not be eligible to stand for election again until 
a further four-year period has elapsed.

4. Each member Society elected in the capacity of member of the 
Council shall, if possible, appoint the same person as its 
representative to the Council for the full term of office.

5. The member Society of which the President of the League is a 
member may not be proposed for candidature to the Council.

6. The Secretary General and the Treasurer General of the League 
participate in the deliberations of the Council in an advisory 
capacity.

Functions

Article 14

1. The Council shall have the following functions :

a) to follow up the decisions and the recommendations of the 
Assembly and to promote their implementation;

b) to carry out, under the authority of the Assembly, the
mandates entrusted to the League by the International
Conference;

c) to draw up the agenda of sessions of the Assembly;

d) to submit advice and proposals to the Assembly when so
requested by the latter or on its own initiative;

e) to study any questions relating to the implementation of the 
functions of the League and to submit opinions and proposals 
in this respect to the Assembly;
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f) to select and recommend to the Assembly a candidate for 
appointment to the post of the Secretary General of the 
League;

g) to submit to the Assembly for appointment the name of the 
candidate selected for the post of Treasurer General;

h) to set up temporary subsidiary bodies such as groups of 
experts or any other working group and appoint the members 
of those bodies;

i) to exercise any other functions assigned to it by this 
Constitution and the Assembly;

j) to report to the Assembly on the accomplishment of its 
functi ons;

k) to examine the report presented by the Secretary General;

l) to admit provisionally the National Societies;

m) to approve the selection by the Secretary General of 
candidates for appointment to the post of Deputy and Under 
Secretaries General;

n) to approve the outline structure of the Secretariat of the 
League (hereinafter called "the Secretariat") proposed by 
the Secretary General.

2. Between sessions of the Assembly or in the case of inability to 
meet or to be convoked for any reason whatsoever, the Council 
shall be authorized to take such measures as it deems necessary 
to deal with any emergency affecting the League or the member 
Societies. Decisions so reached by the Council shall be 
submitted for approval to the Assembly at its next session. Such 
emergency authorization of the Council shall not cover those 
powers enumerated in Article 10 para. 1.
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Constitutional

Commissions

3. The Council may not take decisions involving expenditure not 
included in the budget before the Secretary General and the 
Finance Commission have submitted a report to it on the 
administrative and financial implication of any such proposal. If 
the expenditure proposed cannot be covered by the budget, no 
commitment in this respect can be made before the Assembly has 
taken the measures to make the funds needed available.

Procedure

Article 15

1. The Council shall meet in ordinary session twice a year when
convened by the President of the League. In addition the
President shall convene the Council on his own initiative or
whenever requested by a majority of its members and may do so
when requested by the Secretary General of the League.

2. The decisions of the Council shall be valid when a quorum is 
present of at least half of its members and shall be taken by a 
simple majority of the member Societies present and voting. In 
the event of a tie, the President shall have the casting vote.

3. The President may, if he deems it appropriate, invite the 
Chairmen of the Constitutional Commissions or any other person 
likely to make a useful contribution to the discussion to attend 
the meetings of the Council, as observers.

Commissions of the Assembly

Definitions

Article 16

1. The Commissions established by this Constitution shall be the 
Finance Commission, the Youth Commission, the Disaster Relief 
Commission, the Development Commission and the Health and 
Community Services Commission. No Society may be elected to more 
than one Commission.
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Other

Commissions

Coordination

Composition

Functions

2. The Assembly may establish any other Commissions, as it considers 
necessary. The composition, functions and conduct of business of 
these bodies shall be governed by the Rules of Procedure.

3. The Chairmen of the Commissions established by Articles 17 to 21 
of this Constitution shall meet together with the Secretary 
General as set out in the Rules of Procedure in order to 
coordinate the work of their respective Commissions, particularly 
in relation to the preparation of programmes for inclusion in the 
Plan and Budget.

Finance Commission

Article 17

1. The Finance Commission shall be composed of thirteen members as 
follows : the Chairman of the Commission and eleven members 
elected in a personal capacity by the Assembly and the Treasurer 
General of the League ex officio.

2. The term of office of the members of the Finance Commission shall 
be four years; they shall be eligible for re-election.

3. The functions of the Finance Commission shall be :

a) to give its advice on all financial questions affecting the 
League ;

b) to comment on the financial report and on the budget drawn 
up by the Secretary General ;

c) to comment on the handling and investment of the available 
funds and to make recommendations to the Assembly and to the 
Council on any financial measures which it deems 
appropriate;

d) to review periodically the formula for fixing the financial 
participation of member Societies and every two years to fix 
the quota of each Society subject for approval by the 
Assembly;
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e) to fix the quotas of National Societies applying for 
membership prior to the application being considered by the 
Assembly;

f) to hear appeals from member Societies in accordance with 
Article 27 paras 3 and 4 and acquaint itself with arrears in 
payment of contributions by member Societies and express its 
views to the Council and the Assembly on whether the Society 
should be declared in default in accordance with Article 27 
para 8;

g) to assist the Council in applying and implementing the 
decisions of the Assembly on the financial management of the 
League;

h) to make a report on its work to each session of the Assembly
and of the Counci 1.

Procedure

Composition

4. The procedure of the Finance Commission shall be laid down in the
Rules of Procedure of the League.

Youth Commission

Article 18

1. The Youth Commission shall be composed of thirteen members as 
follows : the Chairman of the Commission and twelve members 
elected by the Assembly on the proposal of the Executive Council 
and on the basis of a fair geographical distribution divided 
equally between the four regions as laid down in the Rules of
Procedure.

Each member Society elected in the capacity of member of the 
Commission shall, if possible, appoint the same person as its 
representative to the Commission for the full term of office.

2. The term of office of the members of the Youth Commission shall
be four years; they shall be eligible for re-election.
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Functions 3. The functions of the Youth Commission shall be :

a) to give its advice on all matters 
policy of the League;

related to the youth

b) to comment on plans and programmes
Article 3, paras l.g) and l.h) of this

aiming to implement
Consti tuti on;

c) to make a report on its work to 
Assembly.

each session of the

Procedure 4. The procedure of the Youth Commission shall 
Rules of Procedure of the League.

be laid down in the

Disaster Relief Commission

Article 19

Composition 1. The Disaster Relief Commission shall be composed of thirteen 
members as follows : the Chairman of the Commission and twelve 
members elected by the Assembly on the proposal of the Executive 
Council and on the basis of a fair geographical distribution 
divided equally between the four regions as laid down in the 
Rules of Procedure.

Each member Society elected in the capacity of member of the 
Commission shall, if possible, appoint the same person as its 
representative to the Commission for the full term of office.

2. The term of office of the members of the Disaster Relief 
Commission shall be four years; they shall be eligible for 
re-election.
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Functions 3. The functions of the Disaster Relief Commission shall be :

a) to give its advice on all matters related to the disaster 
relief policy of the League;

b) to comment on plans and programmes aiming to implement
Article 3, paras, l.c), l.d), l.e) and l.i) of this 
Constitution;

c) to make a report on its work to each session of the 
Assembly.

Procedure 4. The
down

procedure of the Disaster Relief Commission shall be laid 
in the Rules of Procedure of the League.

Development Commission

Article 20

Composition 1. The Development Commission shall be composed of thirteen
members as follows : the Chairman of the Commission and twelve 
members elected by the Assembly on the proposal of the Executive 
Council and on the basis of a fair geographical distribution 
divided equally between the four regions as laid down in the 
Rules of Procedure.

Each member Society elected in the capacity of member of the 
Commission shall, if possible, appoint the same person as its 
representative to the Commission for the full term of office.

2. The term of office of the members of the Development Commission
shall be four years; they shall be eligible for re-election.
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Functions 3. The functions of the Development Commission shall be :

a) to give its advice on all matters related to the development 
policy of the League;

b) to comment on plans and programmes aiming to implement 
Article 3, para.l.b) of this Constitution;

c) to make a report on its work to each session of the 
Assembly.

Procedure 4. The procedure of the 
down in the Rules of

Development Commission shall be laid 
Procedure of the League.

Health and Community Services Commission

Article 21

Composition 1. The Health and Community Services Commission shall be composed of 
thirteen members as follows ; the Chairman of the Commission and
twelve members elected by the Assembly on the proposal of the 
Executive Council and on the basis of a fair geographical 

equally between the four regions
Procedure.

distribution divided
down in the Rules of

Each member Society 
Commission shall, if 
representative to the

elected in
possible,
Commission

the capacity of 
appoint the same 
for the full term

member

as laid

of the
person
of office.

as i ts

2. The term of office of the members of the Health and Community 
Services Commission shall be four years; they shall be eligible 
for re-election.
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Functions 3. The functions of the Health and Community Services Commission
shall be :

a) to give its advice on all matters related to the health and 
community services policy of the League;

b) to comment on plans and programmes aiming to implement 
Article 3, para.l.f) of this Constitution;

c) to make a report on its work to each session of the 
Assembly.

Procedure 4. The procedure of the Health and Community Services Commission
shall be laid down in the Rules of Procedure of the League.

SECTION V

INDIVIDUAL STATUTORY BODIES OF THE LEAGUE

President of the League

Article 22

Functions 1. The President of the League is the highest personality of the 
League. He shall be responsible to the Assembly for ensuring that 
the League pursues its general object and exercises its functions 
as these are defined in Articles 2 and 3 of this Constitution. He
acts under the authority of the Assembly and of the Council to 
guide the affairs of the League in conformity with the 
Decisions of the Assembly and, to ensure the smooth functioning 
of the League, he may advise the Secretary General on 
implementation of these decisions, when necessary.
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2. The President shall :

a) convoke and preside over the sessions of the Assembly and
the Counci 1;

b) present to the Assembly a review of the state of the League;

c) coordinate the work of the bodies of the League;

d) represent the League in its 
components of the Movement 
organizations and institutions;

relations
and with

with the other
international

e) carry out any other function
Assembly or by the Council.

entrusted to him by the

Delegation of 
functions

Election

Vacancy of the

office of the

President

3. The President may delegate a part of his functions to one of the
Vice-Presidents or to the Secretary General of the League.

4. The President shall be elected by the Assembly for a period of 
four years by an absolute majority of the member Societies 
present and voting. He may serve for only two full consecutive 
terms of office.

5. The President may charge one of the Vice-Presidents with 
replacing him during one meeting or part of a meeting.

6. In the event of a vacancy arising in the office of the President, 
the Council shall from amongst the Vice-Presidents, appoint at 
its next ordinary session a Vice-President who shall fulfil this 
function until the next session of the Assembly. At this session 
the Assembly shall elect the President to fill the vacancy for 
the remaining period of the current term of office. Until the 
appointment of a Vice-President, as acting President by the 
Council, the ex-officio Vice-President shall fulfil this 
function.
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7. Should the President be unable to carry out his functions, or to 
appoint a replacement, a Vice-President shall be designated as a 
replacement by the Council from amongst the Vice-Presidents or by 
the Assembly, whichever is in session.

Article 23

Vice-Presidents 1. The Assembly, in accordance with the voting procedure provided 
for in Article 11 of this Constitution and respecting geographical 
distribution as implemented in the Rules of Procedure, shall by a 
simple majority of the member Societies present and voting elect 
eight member Societies for the purpose of each of them appointing 
a member of their Society to the post of Vice-President of the 
League for a period of four years. No Society may be re-elected 
for more than two consecutive terms of office.

2. In addition the President of the Society of the country in which 
the League has its headquarters shall be ex officio a 
Vi ce-President.

3. Should one or other of the Vice-Presidents of the League 
appointed by the Assembly be prevented from exercising his 
functions, the member Society concerned shall nominate a 
substitute who shall fill the post until the end of the term of 
office.

Treasurer General of the League

Article 24

Appointment 1. The Treasurer General of the League shall be appointed by the 
Assembly for a period of four years on the proposal of the 
Council. His term of office shall be renewable.

Functions 2. The Treasurer General shall advise the President and the 
Secretary General on all financial matters.
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3. The Treasurer General shall have the right to obtain from the 
Secretary General of the League all information and documents of 
a financial and budgetary character.

4. The Treasurer General shall participate in the deliberations of 
the Assembly and the Council in an advisory capacity. He shall be 
an ex officio member of the Finance Commission.

Secretary General of the League

Article 25

Appointment 1. The Secretary General of 
Assembly on the proposal 
previously laid down by 
League and the Secretary 
in accordance with the

the League shall be appointed by the
of the Council and under the conditions 
the Assembly. The contract between the 
General shall be drawn up
relevant provisions of

by the Council 
the Rules of

Procedure.

2. The Secretary
League.

General shall be the chief Executive Officer of the

Functions 3. The Secretary General who shall carry out his functions under the 
authority of the Assembly, of the Council and of the President 
shall :

a) implement the decisions of the Assembly and the mandates 
assigned to him by the Council or by other bodies of the 
League;

b) direct the Secretariat and be responsible for the execution 
of the work entrusted to it;
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c) organize the different services of the Secretariat in 
accordance with the decisions of the Assembly and of the 
Council, appoint the staff of the Secretariat, keeping in 
mind the principle of geographical distribution when this is 
consistent with ability, and when necessary terminate the 
engagements of such staff. Appointment to the posts of 
Deputy Secretary General and Under Secretaries General shall 
be made by the Secretary General, after obtaining the 
approval of the Council of the candidates selected by him;

d) in the absence of the President, represent the League in its 
relations with other components of the Movement and with 
international organizations and institutions;

e) be the authorized representative of the League in relation 
to third parties and courts of law for all transactions 
whatsoever, including transactions executed in notarial form 
relating to the acquisition, administration and expenditure 
of the resources of the League;

f) direct relief or other actions decided upon by the Assembly 
or the Council. In exceptional or urgent circumstances, the 
Secretary General shall take all appropriate measures;

g) be entitled to establish relations with those National 
Societies or organizations recognized as auxiliaries to the 
public authorities and which have accepted the Fundamental 
Principles, even though they may not be components of the 
Movement or members of the League;

h) carry out any other function entrusted to him by the Council 
or by the President;

i) report on the activities of the League to the Assembly and 
to the Counci 1 ;

j) in carrying out his functions the Secretary General shall 
keep the President closely informed.
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4. The Secretary General shall ex officio be Secretary of the 
Assembly and of the Council and, unless the Constitution provides 
otherwise, of all subsidiary bodies set up by the Assembly and 
the Council. The Secretary General may delegate these functions 
to other officials of the Secretariat.

5. The Secretary General shall establish the structure of the 
Secretariat, the general outline of which shall be subject to the 
approval of the Council.

The Secretariat assists the Secretary General in the 
implementation of his executive task.

Civil liability

Resources and

Property

SECTION VI

FINANCES OF THE LEAGUE

Finances and property

Article 26

1. The League shall be solely responsible, to the exclusion of its 
member Societies, for all its transactions and commitments.

2. The regular resources of the League shall consist of 
contributions from member Societies and income derived from 
investments.

3. Within the limits laid down by its general object and functions, 
the League shall acquire, own, alienate and administer any 
property as it shall deem fit. It may accept unrestricted 
contributions and assistance in any form from member Societies, 
individuals, governments and other public or private bodies.
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4. The League may accept as an agent or trustee funds or property 
earmarked for particular use provided that such use is within the 
general scope of its activities, general object and functions. It 
may accept any conveyance of real estate for its use or benefit.

5. The League may constitute and manage any reserve insurance or 
other funds for its staff or for any of its activities.

Financial Year

Contributions

Financial contributions

Article 27

1. The financial year shall run from 1 January to 31 December.

2. Each member Society shall pay an annual contribution to the 
League in the amount of the quota fixed by the Finance 
Commission and approved by the Assembly and within such 
time-limit as may be prescribed by the Assembly.

3. Any member Society which contests the contribution fixed by the 
Finance Commission shall have the right to appeal immediately to 
the Commission. However, such an appeal does not invalidate the 
obligation of paying the non-contested part of the quota within 
the time-limit fixed by the Assembly.

4. Any member Society unable, for any reason whatsoever, to pay its 
contribution may refer this matter to the Finance Commission in 
order to obtain appropriate arrangements enabling the Society to 
pay it in conformity with the conditions fixed by the Commission. 
However, such an appeal does not invalidate the obligation of 
paying the contribution.

5. If a member Society does not pay the amount fixed by the 
Finance Commission following appeal, the Commission may report 
the matter to the Council which shall make a recommendation on 
this subject to the Assembly.
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The Assembly shall receive the recommendation of the Council 
together with the views of the Finance Commission and shall 
decide on whether to declare the Society in default or not.

6. Any member Society which has been declared to be in default shall 
not be eligible for election or re-election to the Council, any 
Commission or any other body of the League.

7. No person representing a member Society in default shall be 
eligible for election or re-election to any office in the League.

Financial

obligations

8. Any member Society which has withdrawn, which has been suspended 
or which has been declared in default, remains liable for payment 
of its contribution for the financial year during which any of 
the foregoing steps were taken, of any arrears of previous years 
and of any other debts to the League.

Budget

Article 28

Draft Budget 1. The Secretary General of the League shall draw up the budget of 
the League in consultation with the Treasurer General. He shall 
also prepare a report on the accounts relating to the preceding 
financial year. He shall submit these documents to the Council 
for study and to the Assembly for approval.

2. The Assembly shall examine and adopt every two years :

accounts and

Presentation of

adoption of a) the reports covering the past two financial years presented

budget by the Secretary General of the League;

b) the budget for the next two financial years presented by the 
Secretary General of the League.
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Administration 
and execution 
of the budget

3. In those years in which the Assembly does not meet, the Council 
shall review the budget for the following year, and, if 
exceptional circumstances exist, shall adjust that budget in the 
light of those circumstances.

4. Subject to the provisions of Articles 10 and 14 para. 2 of this 
Constitution, the Assembly, or failing it the Council, may decide 
on any financial measures which may appear advisable, and shall 
take into consideration such recommendations as may be made by 
the Secretary General nr the Treasurer General.

5. The Secretary General of the League who is responsible for the 
administration of the approved budget shall :

a) implement the budget as adopted, ensuring the payment of 
contributions and, depending on the needs, defraying the 
expenses authorized;

b) receive and hold all funds paid to the League for whatever 
purpose;

c) be accountable for these funds to the Assembly and the 
Council and dispose of them in accordance with the budget 
adopted;

d) decide on the handling and investment of the available funds 
after consultation with the Treasurer General.
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Audi t

Article 29

1. At the close of each financial year, the accounts of the said
year : 

a) shall be made the subject of a report prepared by the
Secretary General;

b) shall be audited and reported upon by a firm of chartered
accountants.

Character and

Organization

2. These reports shall refer to the budget of the League and also 
cover the use of funds entrusted to the League in capacity of 
agent or trustee.

SECTION VII

COOPERATION

Regional Conferences

Article 30

1. A regional conference shall be a meeting of the Societies members 
of the League of the same region for the purpose of considering 
questions which are of common and special interest to the 
participating Societies.

2. A regional conference shall be held in conformity with the 
Constitution of the League and the Fundamental Principles.
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3. The approval of the Council shall be required when a member 
Society requests the assistance of the Secretariat in organizing 
a regional conference in its country.

4. The Secretariat shall, as far as may be possible furnish its 
assistance to the host Society of any Conference, which has been 
duly approved.

5. The Rules of Procedure of a regional conference shall be in 
conformity with the Rules of Procedure of the League.

Cooperation with the International
Committee of the Red Cross

Article 31

1. The League shall maintain frequent regular contacts with the ICRC 
at all appropriate level so as to coordinate their activities in 
the best interest of those who require their protection and 
assistance.

2. The League shall conclude with the ICRC any agreement required to 
harmonize the conduct of their respective activities.

Cooperation with other International Organizations

Article 32

1. The League shall cooperate within the terms of this Constitution 
with international governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, as it deems appropriate. Any agreement concluded 
with such organizations shall be ratified by the Assembly.



37

Observers

Article 33

ICRC

Inter

governmental 
organizations

Other 
organizations

1. The ICRC shall be entitled to participate as an observer in the
ordinary sessions of the Assembly.

2. Those intergovernmental organizations with which the League has a 
consultative status may participate as observers in the ordinary 
sessions of the Assembly.

3. The Council and, if it is not in session, the President of the 
League may, if they deem it appropriate, invite any governmental 
or non-governmental organization, as well as any organization or 
National Society in process of formation and not yet admitted to 
the League to participate as observers in the ordinary sessions 
of the Assembly, provided that the activities of the latter are 
in conformity with the Fundamental Principles.

SECTION VIII

FINAL PROVISIONS

Regulations

Article 34

1. The Assembly shall enact by a simple majority all regulations 
relating to procedure and other matters, as may be necessary for 
the implementation of this Constitution as well as for the 
accomplishment of the tasks of the League.
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2. Within the framework of this Constitution and of the Rules of 
Procedure in force, and subject to the approval of the Assembly, 
the Council and other bodies of the League may also draw up such 
regulations as are necessary for the accomplishment of their 
respective tasks.

3. The Assembly may, in manner consistent with this Constitution, at 
any time amend the regulations by a simple majority.

Special Provisions

Article 35

1. When, for any reason beyond its control, the Assembly is 
prevented from meeting and thereby from electing the President or 
the members of the Council or from electing the member Societies 
to appoint the Vice-Presidents, or for appointing the Treasurer 
General or for appointing the Secretary General, the terms of 
office of those serving at that time shall be extended until the 
end of the next session of the Assembly.

2. When, for any reason beyond its control, the Council is prevented 
from meeting, and decisions are indispensable or desirable, and 
if the Secretary General, for any reason whatsoever, is prevented 
from consulting the President or Vice-Presidents at the time when 
the session should have been held, he shall take such steps as 
may be necessary to secure a decision by consulting the other 
members of the Council by the most rapid means available. In this 
event, the Secretary General shall put each question in one and 
the same form to all the members of the Council, and in such a 
manner that each question can be answered by a simple "yes" or 
"no". Decisions shall then be taken by a simple majority of the 
replies received and shall be valid if the number of such replies 
attains the quorum provided for in Article 15, para.2 of this 
Constitution; they shall come into force at the expiry of a 
period of twenty-one days as from the date of dispatch of the 
last communication.
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3. When circumstances no longer make it possible to obtain such 
decisions, the Secretary General shall, in exceptional cases, and 
in order that the work of the League may be carried on, take 
decisions on all matters that are normally within the competence 
of the Council. Before taking such decisions, the Secretary 
General shall consult, insofar as may be possible, the President, 
the Vice-Presidents and any members of the Council who remain 
accessible and shall keep them informed of his action.

4. As soon as circumstances permit, the Secretary General shall take 
steps to convene the Council. When the Council meets, the 
Secretary General shall submit to it for approval a report on all 
measures he has taken since the last ordinary session of the 
Council in order to implement the decisions. At the same session, 
the Council shall consider, if the question arises, the 
convocation of the Assembly, in particular for the purpose of 
holding new elections for the President and the other members of 
the Council and election of the member Societies to appoint the 
Vice-Presidents. The term of office of the newly elected 
President, the newly appointed Vice-Presidents and the newly 
elected members of the Council shall commence at the conclusion 
of the session at which they are elected or appointed.

Dissolution

Article 36

1. Decisions on the dissolution of the League can be taken only by 
the Assembly with a quorum of two-thirds of the Societies members 
of the League and a three-fourths majority of the member 
Societies present and voting. In this case, the assets of the 
League may not in any circumstances be shared out, but shall be 
deposited with the supreme court of the country in which its 
Headquarters are located until the reconstitution of the League.
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Interpretation of Texts

Article 37

1. Any question or disagreement concerning the interpretation or 
application of this Constitution which shall not be settled by 
the Assembly shall be referred to the Council and again submitted 
to the Assembly for its final decision.

Amendments to the Constitution

Article 38

Powers and Vote 1. The provisions of this Constitution can be amended only by the 
Assembly with a quorum of two-thirds of the member Societies and 
a three-fourths majority of the member Societies present and 
voting.

2. If, however, the quorum is not attained when the modification 
proposal is submitted for approval, the Assembly may at its next 
session, either ordinary or extraordinary, validly take a 
decision on the same proposal with a quorum of half the member 
Societies plus one and a two-thirds majority only of the member 
Societies present and voting.

3. No proposal to amend the Constitution may be put to the vote 
unless it is submitted by a member Society supported by at least 
five member Societies.
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Entry into force

Article 39

Entry

force

into 1. This Constitution shall come into force on 26 November 1987
at the end of the Vlth Session of the General Assembly held in
Rio de Janeiro from 23 to 26 November 1987 with the exception 
that Article 22 paras. 4 and 6 shall enter into force on 23 
November 1987 and Articles 16 - 21 at the end of the Vllth 
Session of the Assembly.
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SECTION I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Ru 1 e 1

Purpose 1.1. The general objects of these Rules of Procedure (hereinafter 
called "These Rules") are to ensure the implementation of the 
Constitution of the- League, international Federation of National 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

Definition 1.2. These Rules shall regulate the work of all bodies of the League 
either established by the Constitution or by a constitutional body 
of the League.

Other Rules 1.3. In so far as these Rules do not regulate any situation preventing 
the discharge of the duties of any League body, that body is 
authorized in accordance with Article 34 of the Constitution to 
draw up appropriate regulations which shall be approved by the 
General Assembly (hereinafter called "The Assembly").

Letter-heads 1.4. The title of the Federation shall be : "League of Red Cross and
Publications Red Crescent Societies" and shall be used in all documents having 

legal consequences. In letter-heads and publications the 
following words shall be added "The International Federation of 
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies" and the two 
emblems.
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SECTION II

ADMISSION AND SUSPENSION OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES

Rule 2

Application 
for Admission

2.1. National Red Cross and Red 
the League must send their

Crescent Societies wishing to join 
application to the President of the

League.

Presentation 2.2. The following documents shall be attached to the application :
of documents

a) the statutes of the applicant Society;

b) an account of the Society's activities during the two years 
preceding the application;

c) the document evidencing the circumstances which brought 
about the formal recognition of the Society by the 
government of its country;

d) a written statement in which the applicant Society 
acknowledges having taken cognizance of the Constitution of 
the League in force and in which the Society binds itself to 
conform to it, and to apply the decisions of the Assembly 
and of the Executive Council (hereinafter called "The 
Counci 1");

e) a written statement in which the applicant Society pledges 
itself to pay its financial contribution to the League in 
accordance with Article 27 para. 2 of the Constitution.

Examination 2.3. The Secretary General shall examine the application as well as
of documents the documents annexed thereto; in conjunction with the competent

representatives of the ICRC, he shall examine the documents
submitted by the applicant Society to determine whether the 
conditions for recognition and admission are satisfied.
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If the documents annexed are in accordance with the conditions 
for admission as provided for by the Constitution of the League, 
the admission of the Society shall be submitted for consideration 
at the next session of the Council, together with the comments of 
the President and the Secretary General and the recommendations 
of the joint examination with the ICRC.

Should this not be the case, the Secretary General shall, after 
such further consultation with the applicant Society as may be 
necessary, submit to the Council a report containing his comments 
in agreement with the President.

Provisional

Admission

2.4. Any Society admitted by the Council shall be considered as being 
admitted on a provisional basis until the Assembly has made the 
final decision at its next session.

When the Council has admitted a Society on a provisional basis, 
it shall present the application to the assembly at its first 
session following the decision of the Council on the matter.

Final 2.5. A Society shall become a member of the League as of right as soon

Admission as the Assembly has approved its application for admission.

Suspension

Rule 3

3.1. The Council shall examine the situation of a member Society
seeming to fall within one of the cases provided for in Article 7 
para. 3 of the Constitution and shall give the Society which has 
been the subject of the allegation the right to comment on the 
substance of it before making a recommendation at the appropriate 
session of the Assembly.

It may also prepare an necessary documents including documents 
drawn up by the member Society whose situation is under 
examination. Documents relating to the possible suspension of a 
member Society may not be distributed unless this question 
appears on the agenda of the Assembly.
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SECTION III

Place and 
date of 
Sessions

Convocation

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Ordinary Sessions

Rule 4

.1. The opening date and the duration of all sessions of the Assembly 
shall be fixed by the Council if the Assembly has not decided on 
these matters at the close of the preceding session.

.2. If an invitation is received from a member Society for the 
Assembly to meet elsewhere than at the headquarters of the League 
the decision to accept the invitation shall be made by the 
Assembly if it is in session, in accordance with Article 11 
para.l. of the Constitution.

.3 Such an invitation can only be accepted by the Assembly if the 
Society of the country where the session is to be held has 
obtained and submitted in advance to the Secretary General of the 
League the assurance in writing from its government that all 
member Societies will be allowed to send delegations to take part 
in the session.

Rule 5

.1. The Assembly shall be convoked by the President at the place and 
on the date determined in accordance with Rule 4 of these Rules. 
The Secretary General shall dispatch to the member Societies by 
registered air mail the notice of convocation indicating the 
place, opening date and the anticipated duration of the session 
five months before the opening of the session.
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5.2. The notice of convocation shall be accompanied by a provisional 
agenda drawn up by the Council together with the relevant 
documents prepared by the Secretary General and all documents 
relating to the agenda proposed by subsidiary bodies. The 
Secretary General may delegate the preparation of certain 
documents to the National Societies proposing the relevant items.

5.3. Ninety days before the opening of the session, the Secretary 
General shall dispatch to the member Societies, the provisional 
agenda and all available relevant documents.

Rule 6

Contents of 6.1 The provisional agenda for an ordinary session shall inter alia 
the Provisional comprise :
Agenda

Roll call of the delegations of member Societies.
Adoption of the provisional agenda.
Approval of the proceedings of the preceding session.
Review of the state of the League introduced by the 

President.
Report presented by the Secretary general on the work of the 
League since the previous session of the Assembly.
Report by the Council on its work since the previous session 

of the Assembly.
Reports by the constitutional Commissions on their work 

between two sessions.
Budgetary report for the preceding two financial years, 
presented by the Secretary General.
The budgetary proposals of the Secretary General for the 
ensuing two financial years together with the comments of 
the Council on financial matters and on the audited accounts 
of the League for the preceding two financial years. 
Admission of new National Societies.
All items, the inclusion of which may have been decided upon 
by the Assembly at a previous session.
Items whose inclusion has been proposed by the Council.
Items whose inclusion has been proposed by a National 

Society.



11

Provisional 6
Agenda

Final 6
Agenda

Observations 7

Extraordinary 8
Sessions

Appointment of the Committee of Scrutineers. 
Elections and appointments.

2 The provisional agenda for the session with all the observations, 
amendments and additions received from member Societies shall be 
submitted to the Assembly at its first meeting.

.3. The final agenda shall be adopted by decision of the Assembly. 
Only items which the Assembly considers to be urgent and 
important may be added to the agenda during the session.

Rule 7

.1. Any member Society may present observations, amendments or 
additions to the provisional agenda. They shall reach the 
Secretary General of the League at least thirty days before the 
opening date of the session.

Additional Rules for Extraordinary Sessions
Rule 8

1 Rules 4 to 7 of these Rules shall also be applied to 
extraordinary sessions of the Assembly with the following 
modifications:

a) with the exception of a session convoked as required by 
Article 11 para.4 of the Constitution, the place and date 
shall be fixed by the President after consultation with the 

Counci 1 ;

b) in the case of sessions convoked in accordance with Article 
11 para. 5 of the Constitution, the President is obliged to 
convoke the extraordinary session at a date which shall be 
fixed between the twenty-first and the fortieth day 
following the receipt at the headquarters of the League of a 
request for convocation;

c) the provisional agenda shall be dispatched to the Societies 
members of the League without delay.
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Delegations of member Societies

Rule 9

Delegations 9.1. Each member Society shall be represented by a delegation of not 
more than five persons.

9.2. The names of the members of the delegation of each member Society 
and the appointment of one of them as Chief of delegation shall 
be communicated to the Secretary General at least fifteen days 
before the opening of the session. However, during a session, the 
President shall have discretion to accept any addition, change or 
deletion regarding delegations.

9.3. The alphabetical order of member Societies shall be the 
alphabetical order of the French names of the countries to which 
they belong.

Observers

Rule 10

statements 10.1. When the Assembly is discussing any matter of special interest to 
and an organization taking part in the session of the Assembly as an
communications observer, in accordance with Article 33 of the Constitution, that
by observers organization shall, on the invitation of the Chairman of the

session or with his agreement to a request from it, and to the 
extent that the Assembly has no objection to this, have the right 
to make a single statement.

Access to 10.2 Representatives of organizations admitted to sessions of the
documentation Assembly shall have access to non-confidential documents and such

other documents as the Secretary General considers he can put at 
their disposal. They may submit notes to the Secretary General 
who shall determine in what form and to what extent these shall 
be distributed during the session.
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Opening of

session

Quorum

Deposit of

Texts

Proposals, 
Amendments

Chairmanship of the Assembly

Rule 11

11.1. The Assembly shall be chaired by the President of the League.

11.2. A Vice-President acting as Chairman of the session or of any 
meeting shall have the same powers and duties as the President, 
during the session or the meeting.

Conduct of Business

Rule 12

12.1. The Chairman may declare open a session of the Assembly and 
allow deliberations to proceed only when there is a quorum 
present in accordance with Article 11 of the Constitution.

12.2. The Chairman shall conduct all debates. In addition to the powers 
conferred upon him elsewhere in these Rules, he shall declare the 
opening and closing of each plenary meeting of the session, 
ensure observance of these Rules, put questions to the vote and 
announce the results.

Deposit of Texts

Rule 13

13.1. The texts of proposals to be submitted to the Assembly shall be 
deposited with the Secretary General before each meeting in 
sufficient time for translation, printing and distribution.

13.2. As a general rule, proposals and amendments may only be discussed 
and voted upon, when the delegates have been in a position to 
take note of their exact text. A proposal submitted during the 
course of a meeting may only be discussed at that meeting with the 

permission of the Assembly.



Definitions 14.1

14.2.

14

Languages

Rule 14

The working languages of the 
simultaneous interpretation 
languages in which documents 
agenda will be prepared.

Assembly shall be those 
is provided and shall 
relating exclusively to

in which
be the only 
items of the

The official languages of the Assembly shall be those 
be used in debates without the prior permission of the 
Any delegate using one of the official languages which
the same time a working language shall himself provide 
interpretation into one of the working

which may
Chai rman.
is not at

1anguages.

Official 14.3
Languages

The official languages of 
Spanish, Russian, Chinese

the
and

Assembly
Arabic.

shal 1 be French,

Working 14.4
Languages

The working languages of 
Spanish and Arabic.

the Assembly shal 1 be French,

14.5

for its

Engli sh,

Engli sh,

(

In the
hosti ng

Simultaneous 14.6.
interpretation

and translation

Other 14.7.
Languages

the memberlanguage which
General Assembly may wish 

language of the Assembly for

Society 
to have 

that

case of any other
the session of the

recognized as a working
session, the member Society wishing it to be used shall cover all 
costs involved.

The responsibility for providing the simultaneous interpretation 
and translation into the
Secretariat of the League
or, if the session takes 
member Society, with that

working languages shall rest with the 
if the session takes place in Geneva 
place elsewhere on the invitation of a 
Society.

speak in a language which is not aAny delegate wishing to 
working language shall himself provide for its interpretation 
into one of the working languages. If the language in which he 
wishes to speak is not an official language, he shall obtain the 
permission of the Chairman to use it.
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Drafting

of documents

Debates

14.8. All documents submitted to the Assembly shall be drafted in one 
of the working languages or shall be accompanied by a 
translation into one of these languages, in accordance with 
paras. 1 and 4 of this Rule.

Debates

Rule 15

15.1. No delegate may take the floor without first having obtained 
permission from the Chairman.

15.2. Speakers shall be called upon in the order in which they have 
signified their desire to speak. Priority shall be given to the 
Chairman or Rapporteur of a Commission or to the delegate 
responsible for the respective report, proposal or amendment 
under discussion.

15.3. The Chairman may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not 
relevant to the subject under discussion or not compatible with 
the Fundamental Principles of the Movement. If necessary, he may 
withdraw his right to speak.

15.4. The Assembly may on the proposal of the Chairman or of one of the 
delegations decide to limit the time to be allowed to each 
speaker and the number of times each delegation may speak on any 
subject.

15.5. The Secretary General of the League or his representative shall 
have the right to request the floor at any time to make 
statements in the Assembly, in the Council and at meetings of all 
other bodies on all matters under discussion.
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Proposals, Motions and Amendments

Rule 16

Proposals

Motions and

16.1. Proposals, motions and amendments shall be discussed in the order 
in which they are presented, unless the Chairman decides

Amendments otherwi se.

Point

of Order

16.2. If, during a discussion, a delegation raises a point of order, 
the discussion shall be suspended and the point of order 
immediately decided by the Chairman in accordance with these 
Rules. A delegate rising to a point of order may not speak on the 
substance of the matter under discussion.

Motions to 16.3. Motions
adjourn

or close

over all
to adjourn or to close

other motions. Unless
delegate may speak for,

the
the
andonly one

adjourn or to close debates or points of order.

debate shall have priority 
Chairman decides otherwise, 
one against, motions to

16.4. Discussion upon each question shall be closed when there are no 
further speakers or when a motion of closure proposed by a 
delegation and supported by four other delegations has been 
adopted by the Assembly.

Appeal 
against 
ruling of 
Chairman

Closing of

the list

16.5. A delegation may appeal against the ruling of the Chairman. The 
appeal shall immediately be put to the vote, and the Chairman's 
ruling shall stand unless over-ruled by a simple majority of the 
member Societies present and voting.

16.6. During the course of a debate, the Chairman may announce the list
of speakers and, with the consent of the Assembly, declare the

of the Speakers list closed. He may, however, accord the right of reply to any
member concerned by a previous intervention.
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Voting

Rights

Voting

Procedure

Roll Call

Secret

Ballot

Voting Rights

Rule 17

17.1. The chief of the delegation of each member Society, or in his 
absence the member of his delegation appointed to replace him, 
shall exercise the vote of that Society.

17.2. No member Society may vote on behalf of another Society. Voting 
by proxy or by correspondence shall not be permitted.

17.3 The President or any person taking the Chair shall have no vote 
in the Assembly apart from that allocated to their Society.

17.4. No observers participating in sessions of the Assembly in 
accordance with Article 33 of the Constitution shall have the 
right to vote.

Voting Procedure

Rule 18

18.1. As a general rule, votes shall be taken by a show of hands or by 
standing and sitting.

18.2. The vote shall be taken by roll call if five delegations so 
request. In this event, the delegations shall be called in 
alphabetical order. The name of the Society which shall vote 
first shall be chosen by drawing of lots.

18.3. The vote shall be taken by secret ballot if a simple majority of
the member Societies present and voting so decides. In this 
event, the Secretary General shall have ballot papers 
distributed. Before the vote, the Chairman shall appoint, from 
among the delegates of member Societies present, two tellers, who 
with the assistance of the Secretary General or his
representative, and after all the ballot papers have been 
collected, shall proceed to a count of the votes.
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Interrup 18.4. After the Chairman has announced the beginning of voting, no
tion of delegate shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in
voting connection with the actual conduct of the voting.

Voting order 18.5. Amendments to a proposal or motion shall be put to the vote 
before the proposal or motion.

18.6. In the event of there being several amendments the Chairman shall 
first put to the vote the amendment furthest removed from the 
original proposal.

Priority 18.7. Subject to Rule 16 of these Rules, the following motions shall
of Motion have precedence, in the order set out below, over all other 

proposals or motions :

a) to suspend the meeting,
b) to adjourn the meeting,
c) to adjourn the debate on the item under discussion,
d) to close the debate on the item under discussion.

Definition of Majorities

Rule 19

simple 19.1. A simple majority consists of any majority obtaining the largest
majority number of votes of members present and voting.

Absolute 19.2. An absolute majority consists of more than a half (fifty per
majority cent) of member Societies present and voting.
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Reconsider

ation of

Decisions

General

Assembly

Deci si ons

Rule 20

20.1. Decisions shall be taken in accordance with Article 11 of the 
Constitution and the results of all votes shall be announced by 
the Chairman and indicated in the records. Amendments to 
proposals relating to matters for which a qualified majority has 
been provided require the same majority as provided in Article 11 
para.10 of the Constitution.

Reconsideration of Decisions

Rule 21

21.1. When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be 
reconsidered at the same session unless the Assembly, by a three 
quarters majority of the member Societies present and voting so 
decides.

21.2. Permission to speak to a motion to reconsider shall be accorded 
only to the author of the said motion and to two speakers opposed 
to such a motion when supported by five delegations; thereafter, 
the motion shall be put to the vote after a possible reply from 
its author.

Record of Proceedings

Rule 22

22.1. The Secretary General shall arrange the preparation of a verbatim
report of the meetings of the Assembly. A summary of the report 
including the list of delegates, the reports of the
Constitutional Commissions and decisions as well as
recommendations taken by the Assembly shall constitute the Record 
of the session.

22.2. The record mentioned in para.l of this Rule shall be distributed 
to the members Societies of the League, within six months after 
the close of the session of the Assembly.
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other 22.3. The records of the Commissions shall be presented in the form of
Bodies summaries.

SECTION IV

ELECTIONS

Rule 23

Elections 23.1 The election of the President, of the eight member Societies each 
of which shall be entitled to appoint a Vice-President and of the 
sixteen member Societies of the Council shall be held by secret 
bal1ot.

Committee 23.2. For this purpose, a Committee of Scrutineers composed of five
of persons from among the delegates shall on the proposal of the
Scrutineers President be appointed by the Assembly by a simple majority at 

its first plenary meeting. The term of office of the Committee 
shall be limited to the duration of that session. The members of 
the Committee of Scrutineers may not be elected to any other post 
during their term of office. The Committee shall appoint its 
Chai rman.

Scrutineers 23.3. The members of this Committee shall act as tellers for the 
elections of the President, of the Vice-Presidents, of the member 
Societies of the Council and of the members of constitutional 
Commissions.

Rule 24

Fair Geographical Distribution

24.1. During the election of the eight member Societies each of which 
shall be entitled to appoint a Vice-President, as well as of the 
sixteen member Societies of the Council, fair geographical 
distribution shall be respected as laid down in the following 
Rules.
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24.2. Before the election the member Societies shall be grouped into 
four geographical lists established by the Assembly. The four 
geographical groups shall be Africa (List I), Asia (List II), 
Europe (List III) and America (List IV). The Assembly shall also 
decide on the allocation of seats to the four groups according to 
the "d'Hondt formula" taking into account the member Societies 
newly admitted in the session of the Assembly.

Filing

of

Nominations

List of Proposals

Rule 25

25.1 Nominations of persons for election to the office of President, 
of Societies for the purpose of appointing Vice-Presidents and of 
Societies as members of the Council, may be made by the member 
Societies of the League and shall be sent under closed envelope 
to the Secretary General in time to arrive eight days before the 
opening meeting of the session of the Assembly at which elections 
are to take place.

25.2. These envelopes shall be given to the Chairman of the Committee 
of Scrutineers as soon as the latter shall have been constituted. 
Before submitting nominations, the member Societies shall first 
satisfy themselves that the candidates they propose for the 
offices of President, Societies for the purpose of appointing 
Vice-Presidents and member Societies of the Council are willing 
to serve.

25.3. A member Society that accepts its candidature as a Society to 
appoint a Vice-President shall communicate to the Secretary 
General, under closed envelope and in time to arrive eight days 
before the opening meeting of the session of the Assembly, the 
name of the person it intends to appoint to the post of 
Vice-President, in the event of its election for this purpose.
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List of 25.4. Between the first and the second plenary meeting of the Assembly,
Proposals the Committee of Scrutineers shall present to the chief of

delegations the total nominations received. Nominations other 
than those for the office of President shall be arranged in four 
separate lists according to the geographical groups established 
by the Assembly. Until the closure of the second plenary meeting, 
each chief of delegation may present additional nominations and
the list of nominations shall then be closed.

Election of the President

Rule 26

Election 
of the 
President

26.1 The election of the President shall be held in 
the provisions stipulated in Article 22, para. 
Constitution.

accordance with
4, of the

26.2. At the third plenary meeting the final list of the candidates for 
the office of President shall be issued by the Committee of 
Scrutineers.

26.3. Ballot papers bearing the names of all candidates for the office 
of President shall then be issued and the election of the 
President shall take place.

second 26.4. In case no candidate for the office of the President obtains an
Ballot absolute majority on the first ballot, a second ballot shall be

held, and the candidate who has obtained the smallest number of 
votes shall be deleted from the list.

Tie 26.5. If there is a tie between candidates having 
number of votes, both shall be deleted.

obtained the smallest

26.6. If, on the second ballot, no candidate 
majority, successive ballots shall be 
circumstances as those stipulated above 
obtains the absolute majority required.

obtains an
held in
until one

absolute
the same
candidate
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Election

Procedure

Geographical 
distribution 
required

Ejection and Appointment of the Vice-Presidents

Rule 27

27.1. The election of the eight member Societies each of which shall be 
entitled to appoint a Vice-President, shall be held after that of 
the President.

27.2. The nomination of member Societies and the names of their 
candidates for the post of Vice-President shall be examined once 
the election of the President is completed. The member Society of 
which the newly elected President is a member shall not be 
eligible in this respect and its name shall not be included in 
the list of candidates.

27.3. The nominations of other member Societies to be entitled to 
appoint a Vice-President submitted by the member Society of which 
the President is a member, remain valid if presented in due time.

27.4. Any candidate not elected to the post of President may be subject 
to appointment by his Society to the office of Vice-President, 
provided that this candidature and this nomination have been put 
forward at the appropriate time.

27.5. A single ballot paper containing the names of all the candidates 
arranged in four lists in accordance with the geographical groups 
instituted by the Assembly will be given to each chief of 
delegation present at the meeting. Each Society may exercise its 
vote in respect of any candidate listed but shall not vote for 
more than two candidates within each list. A ballot paper in 
which a member Society has voted for more than two candidates 
from any one of the lists shall be invalid.
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The two candidates receiving the greatest number of votes in each 
list will be respectively elected and appointed, provided that 
such candidates have also obtained a simple majority of the 
member Societies present and voting. If there is a tie in the 
voting or if less than two candidates obtain a simple majority, a 
second ballot will be held but only in respect of the vacancies 
remaining within the relevant list. In the second ballot, the 
candidates elected will be those who obtain the greatest number 
of votes. The election by the Assembly of the eight member 
Societies, each of which shall have nominated a candidate for the 
post of Vice-President, automatically involves the appointment of 
the Vice-Presidents named as candidates by these eight elected 
Societies.

Election of National Societies to the Executive Council

Rule 28

Election; 28.1. Proposed candidatures of National Societies for the Council shall
geographical be examined once the elections of the President and the
distribution Vice-Presidents have been completed.

National Societies, of which the newly elected President and 
Vice-President of the League are members, shall not be eligible 
for membership of the Council within the terms of Article 13, para 
4 of the Constitution and their names shall not be included in 
the list of candidates. Any proposed candidatures of other member 
Societies for the Council as submitted by the member Societies of 
which the newly elected President or one of the Vice-Presidents 
are members, shall remain valid, provided the time-limit has been 
respected.

Geographical 28.2. A single ballot paper containing the names of all candidates

distribution arranged in four lists according to the geographical groups 
established by the Assembly shall be given to each chief of 
delegation present at the meeting. Each Society may exercise its 
vote in respect of any Society listed but shall not vote for more 
than five Societies within List I, four Societies within List II, 
four Societies within List III and three Societies within List 
IV. Any ballot paper in which a member Society has voted for more 
Societies than as provided above shall be invalid.
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Majority

required

28.3. The five Societies within List I, the four Societies within List 
II, the four Societies within List III, and the three Societies 
within list IV receiving the greatest number of votes shall be 
elected provided that such Societies have also obtained a simple 
majority of the member Societies present and voting. If there is 
a tie in the voting within any one list, or if any of the 
requisite number of Societies to be elected from any list does 
not obtain a simple majority of votes, a second ballot will be 
held, but only in respect of the vacancies remaining within the 
relevant list. In any second ballot, the ballot paper in which a 
National Society has voted for more candidates than the number of 
vacancies remaining in any list, shall be invalid. In the second 
ballot, the candidates elected shall be those who obtain the 
greatest number of votes.

Appointment 
of the 
Treasurer 
General

Appointment of the Treasurer General

Rule 29

29.1. The Council shall prepare a list of persons qualifying as 
candidates for the post of Treasurer General in accordance with 
Article 24 para.l of the Constitution, examine their candidatures 
and propose one of them to the Assembly as the candidate of the 
Council for that post.

29.2. If the Assembly does not accept the candidate proposed by the 
Council, the Council shall submit to it a new candidate from its 
list before the closing of the session.

29.3. The Treasurer General shall be appointed by the Assembly by a 
simple majority of the member Societies present and voting.
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(

Term of

office

Vacancy in

the office of

the President

Appointment of the Secretary General
Rule 30

30.1. In accordance with Article 25, para.l of the Constitution, the 
Council shall prepare for approval by the Assembly a draft of the 
general conditions applicable to the post of the Secretary 
General .

30.2. When a vacancy arises the Council shall prepare a list of persons 
qualifying as candidates for the post of Secretary General in 
accordance with the conditions approved by the Assembly, examine 
their candidatures and propose one of them to the Assembly as the 
candidate of the Council for appointment to that post.

30.3. If the Assembly does not accept the candidate proposed by the 
Council, the Council shall submit to it a new candidate from its 
list before the closing of the session.

30.4 The Secretary General shall be appointed by the Assembly by a 
simple majority of the member Societies present and voting.

30.5 The Council shall establish the contract between the appointed 
Secretary General and the League, taking into account the 
conditions previously laid down by the Assembly. The contract 
shall satisfy all the necessary legal requirements of a contract 
of service.

Term of Office and Vacancies in Offices
Rule 31

31.1 The term of office of the President, the Vice-Presidents, the 
member Societies of the Council and the Treasurer General, shall 
date from the close of the session of the Assembly at which they 
shall have been elected or appointed and shall expire at the 
close of the session of the Assembly which shall elect or appoint 
their successors.

31.2. In the case of the inability of the President or in the case of a 
vacancy in the office of the President Article 22 paras. 5, 6 and 
7 of the Constitution shall be applied.
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vacancy in 31.3. In the case of inability or in the case of vacancy of any of the 
the office of Vice-Presidents, the member Society concerned shall appoint
Vice-Presidents another Vice-President, who shall fill the post until the end of

the term of office.

the Secretary Secretary General, the Assembly shall at its next session make

Vacancy of 31.4. In the event of vacancies occurring among the member Societies of
Member the Council, the Assembly at its next session shall hold
Societies of elections to fill such vacancies. The term of office of the
the Council Societies so elected shall expire at the close of the ensuing 

session of the Assembly at which elections shall be held.

Vacancy of 31.5. In the event of a vacancy occurring in the office of the

the Treasurer Treasurer General, the Assembly shall at its next session make a

General new appointment. Until the appointment of an acting Secretary 
General by the Council, the Deputy Secretary General shall 
exercise the functions of the Secretary General.

Vacancy of 31.6. In the event of a vacancy occurring in the office of the

General new appointment. As a provisional measure, his duties shall be 
exercised by the Chairman of the Finance Commission.

SECTION V

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND SECRETARY GENERAL

Chairmanship

Executive Council

Rule 32

Executive 32.1. Sessions of the Council shall be held at the headquarters of the
Council, League unless the Council meets elsewhere on the occasion of a
Sessions session of the Assembly.

Convocation 32.2. The Council shall be convoked by the President; the summons shall 
indicate the place, the opening date and the duration of the 
session.

32.3. The President of the League shall preside over the sessions of
the Council and shall ensure the observance of these Rules.
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Agenda 32.4. A provisional agenda drawn up by the Secretary General in 
agreement with the President shall be dispatched to the 
Vice-Presidents and the member Societies of the Council. As far 
as it seems necessary, the agenda shall be accompanied by the 
relevant documents prepared by the Secretary General. The 
recipients should have them in their possession at least fifteen 
days in advance to enable them to study them.

Represent 32.5. Every member Society of the Council when appointing its
atives and representative to the Council within the terms of Article 13.
Substitutes para.4 of the Constitution shall also appoint a substitute.

Status of 32.6. Representatives of member Societies of the Council shall act as
Represent members of a collective body of the League and shall be
atives influenced in their decisions only by the interests of the League 

when the Council carries out the responsibilities assigned to it 
by the Assembly.

Observers 32.7. The President may, if he deems it appropriate, invite any person 
to take part in an advisory capacity in ordinary sessions of the 
Council, in accordance with Article 15 para.3 of the 
Constitution.

Working 32.8. The working languages used by the session of the Council shall be
Languages French, English, Spanish and Arabic.

32.9. Speeches made in any one of the four languages of the Council 
shall be interpreted into its three other languages.

32.10 Any member wishing to speak in a language other than the four 
above-mentioned languages shall obtain the permission of the 
President and shall himself provide for its interpretation into 
one of the languages of the Council and for its translation if 
called for.

Conduct

of Business

32.11 Rules 11 to 13 and 14 to 22 of these Rules shall mutatis mutandis
be applicable to the conduct of business of the Council with the
modification that the records of the Executive Council shall be 
presented in the form of summaries and distributed to the member 
Societies within three months after the close of the session.
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Functions

Exceptional 
circumstances

Documentation

Secretary General

Rule 33

33.1. The Secretary General shall exercise his functions in accordance 
with Article 25 para.3 of the Constitution.

33.2. The Secretary General may establish temporary or Ad Hoc Working 
Groups of Experts provided that the necessary funds are 
available.

33.3. In the application of Article 11 para.3 of the Constitution, the 
following circumstances shall, in particular, be regarded as 
exceptional :

a) if a session of the Assembly cannot be arranged by a member 
Society because it is unable to assure the right of all 
member Societies of the League to be present;

b) if the country to which the host Society belongs becomes 
involved in a conflict of whatever kind, including internal 
di sorders;

c) if the host Society is suddenly confronted with financial 
difficulties.

33.4. Before taking decisions in compliance with Article 11 para.3 of 
the Constitution, the Secretary General shall contact the Society 
concerned.

33.5. It shall be the duty of the Secretary General to arrange for the 
reception and translation into the working languages of the 
Assembly and to circulate documents, reports, decisions and 
recommendations gf the Assembly and of its commissions, to 
prepare the minutes of their proceedings and to perform such 
other work as the Assembly and other bodies of the League may 
require.
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Communication 33.6. Decisions and recommendations adopted by the Assembly, the 
of Decisions

and

Recommendations

Council and the Constitutional Commissions shall be communicated 
to the member Societies of the League within thirty 
the end of the session.

days of the

Representation of the League

Rule 34

Represent

ation of

the League

34.1. In compliance with Article 22 para.2.d) and 25 para 
Constitution, representatives of the member Societies 
with representing the League at conferences and meetings, other 
than those convened by the bodies of the League, shall act in 
conformity with the official views expressed by the Assembly, the 
Council, the President or the Secretary General of the League.

3.d) of the
charged

The
who

same applies to officials of the Secretariat of the League 
attend meetings as the League's representatives.

34.2. The President or the Secretary General shall ensure that all such 
representatives of the League are given the appropriate 
i nstructi ons.

SECTION VI

COMMISSIONS OF THE ASSEMBLY

Definitions

Rule 35

Constitu

tional

35.1 The Constitutional Commissions are those established by Article
16, para.l of the Constitution.

Commissions
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Advisory 35.2 The Assembly may establish Advisory Commissions which will be
Commissions bodies to advise the Assembly on specific matters as long as 

may be required.

Commissions 35.3 Commissions of Experts shall be bodies charged with studying
of Experts specific technical, scientific, economical or legal problems of 

the League and presenting the results of their deliberations and 
their recommendations to the Assembly.

Ad Hoc 35.4 Ad hoc Commissions shall be bodies established to consider a
Commissions special problem arising during a session of the Assembly in order 

to facilitate the deliberations and decisions of the Assembly in 
that session.

Finance Commission

Rule 36

Election 36.1. The Chairman and the members of the Finance Commission shall be 
elected by the Assembly on the recommendation of the Council, by 
a simple majority of the member Societies.

36.2. The Commission shall elect a Vice-Chairman from amongst its 
members.

36.3. Nominations for the posts of members of the Commission, when they 
are to be filled, may be put forward by Societies members of the 
League and sent to the Secretary General to reach him two months 
before the date of the session of the Council.

On the basis of the proposals made in this respect, the Secretary 
General shall draw up the list of candidates which shall be 
submitted to the Council at its last meeting before the next 
session of the Assembly. The Council shall present its 
recommendations to the Assembly.
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36.4. Before making such recommendations, the Council shall consult the 
Chairman of the Commission in office and the Secretary General 
to ensure that factors, such as the required personal experience 
and qualifications, as well as the principles of rotation and 
fair geographical distribution, shall be taken into account. The 
members must all belong to different member Societies.

Term of office

c
Term of

office

Resignation

Frequency of

Meetings

Convocation

Agenda

Rule 37

37.1. The term of office of members of the Commission shall begin 
immediately after the session of the Assembly at which they are 
elected and their term of office expires at the end of the 
Assembly in which the next election shall take place.

37.2. A member of the Commission who resigns during his term of office 
may be replaced; another member shall be appointed by the 
President of the League in agreement with the Chairman of the 
Commission and the Secretary General. In all cases, the term of 
office of the newly appointed member shall expire at the next 
electi on.

(

Procedure

Rule 38

38.1 The Commission shall meet at least twice a year prior to the 
ordinary sessions of the Council.

38.2. The Commission shall be convoked by the Chairman of the 
Commission; the summons shall indicate the place, the opening 
date and the duration of the session.



33

A provisional agenda drawn up by the Chairman of the Commission 
shall be dispatched to the members of the Commission. The agenda 
shall be accompanied by the relevant documents prepared by the 
Secretary General. The recipient should have them in their 
possession at least fifteen days in advance to enable them to 
study them.

chairmanship 38.3. The Chairman of the Commission shall preside over the session of 
the Commission and shall ensure the observance of these Rules.

The Chairman shall establish the report on the work of the 
Commission for submission to the Assembly or the Council.

Deliberations 38.4. The decisions of the Commission shall be valid when a quorum of 
at least half of its members is present. It shall give advice by 
a simple majority of the members present and voting. In the event 
of a tie, the Chairman of the Commission shall have a casting 
vote.

Other Constitutional Commissions

Rule 39

Elections 39.1. The Chairman of the Youth Commission, the Development Commission, 
the Disaster Relief Commission and the Health and Community 
Services Commission shall be elected in personal capacity by the 
Assembly on the recommendation of the Council by a simple 
majority of member Societies present and voting.

Nominations for Chairmen may be put forward by member Societies 
and sent to the Secretary General to reach him two months before 
the date of session of the Council.

39.2. On the basis of the proposals made in this respect, the Secretary 
General shall draw up the list of candidates which shall be 
submitted to the Council at its last meeting before the next 
session of the Assembly taking into account the required personal 
experience and qualifications. The Council shall present its 
recommendation to the Assembly providing that each candidate 
belongs to a different geographical region as set out in Rule
24.2.
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(
Frequency of

Meetings

Convocation

Agenda

(

Chairmanship

Deliberations

39.3. The provisions of paras 1 and 2 shall be applied mutatis mutandis 
to the election of member Societies as members of the Commissions 
preferably taken from among member Societies not represented on 
the Counci 1.

39.4. Each Commission shall elect from amongst their members one 
Vice-Chairman and two other members of the Commission, who 
together with the Chairman shall form the Bureau of that 
Commission. The members of the Bureau shall come from different 
regions.

Rule 40

40.1. Each Commission shall meet once a year either prior to an 
ordinary session of the Assembly or prior to a session of the 
Counci 1.

40.2. Each Commission shall be convoked by its Chairman. The summons 
shall indicate the place, the opening date and the duration of 
the session.

A provisional agenda drawn up by the Bureau of the Commission in 
consultation with the Secretary General shall be dispatched to 
the members of the Commission. The Agenda shall be accompanied by 
the relevant documents prepared by the Secretary General. The 
recipients should have them in their possession at least fifteen 
days in advance to enable them to study them.

40.3. The Chairman of the Commission shall preside over the sessions of 
the Commission and shall ensure the observance of these Rules.

The Chairman shall establish the report on the work of the 
Commission for submission to the Assembly.

40.4. The decisions of the Commission shall be valid when a quorum of 
at least half of its members is present. It shall give advice by 
a simple majority of the members present and voting. In the event 
of a tie, the Chairman of the Commission shall have a casting 
vote.
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Bureaux of the Commissions

Rule 41

41.1. Each of the Commissions named in Rule 39.1 shall have a Bureau 
which shall be composed of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman and two 
members elected by the Commission. The Secretary General shall 
provide secretariat assistance.

41.2. The Bureau shall meet when convened by the Chairman.

41.3. The Bureau shall draw up the agenda of the meetings of the 
Commission and assist the Chairman in preparation of the 
meetings. It shall assist the Chairman in establishing a report 
for the Assembly on the activities of the Commission and its 
recommendations.

Coordinati on

Rule 42

42.1. The Chairmen of the Constitutional Commissions together with the 
Secretary General shall meet at least twice a year in order to 
coordinate the work of the Commissions as provided in Article 16 
para. 3 of the Constitution. They shall normally meet before the 
sessions of the Council.

42.2. The Secretary General shall convene the meetings and shall be 
responsible for all secretarial assistance. He shall also convene 
meetings on the request of one of the Chairmen of the 
Commi ssi ons.

42.3. The meetings shall be chaired by one of the Chairmen in 
rotati on.

42.4. The exchange of views shall be recorded in the minutes. The 
Secretary General shall arrange the preparation of the minutes.
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Advisory Commissions

Rule 43

43.1. The Advisory Commissions shall be composed of nine members as a 
maximum, preferably taken from among member Societies not 
represented on the Council or any other Constitutional Commission 
and taking into account fair geographical distribution. The term 
of reference and if necessary the term of office shall be 
established by the Assembly.

43.2. The Societies members of any Advisory Commission shall be 
appointed by the Assembly on the recommendation of the Council.

43.3. Prior to making such a recommendation, the Council shall consult 
the President and the Secretary General to ensure that 
considerations such as experience in the specific field of each 
Commission and the principles of rotation and fair geographical 
distribution shall be taken into account.

Commissions of Experts

( Rule 44

44.1. The Commission of experts shall be composed of nine members as 
maximum and shall be national or international experts of 
recognized reputation. The term of reference as well as the time 
limit within which the Commission shall finish its work shall be 
decided by the Assembly.

44.2. The members of each Commission of experts shall be appointed by 
the Assembly on the recommendation of the President of the League 
after consultation with the Secretary General.
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Chairmanship

Ad Hoc Commissions

Rule 45

45.1. The Ad hoc Commissions shall be composed so as to ensure 
effective work in order to present the results to the Assembly as 
expeditiously as possible. The term of reference as well as the 
time limit within which the Commission shall finish its work 
shall be decided by the Assembly.

45.2. The members of each Ad hoc Commission shall be appointed by the 
Assemoly on the recommendation of the President of the League 
after consultation with the Secretary General.

Procedure

Rule 46

46.1. For the deliberations of an Advisory Commission, a Commission of
Experts and an ad hoc Commission to be valid there shall be a 
quorum of one-half of its members; it shall formulate its 
opinions by a simple majority of the member Societies present and 
voting. In the event of a tie, the Chairman of any Commission 
shall have a casting vote.

46.2. Each Commission shall elect its Chairman and if necessary its 
Vice-Chairmen from amongst its members.
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Conduct of 46.3. The Chairman of the Commission :

Business

a) shall be authorized to convoke a meeting in agreement with
the President of the League and the Secretary General;

b) shall establish the agenda in agreement with the President
of the League and the Secretary General;

c) shall preside over and direct the work of the Commission;

d) shall establish a report on the activities of the Commission
for the Assembly or Council, whichever is appropriate.

Secretarial 46.4. The
assistance

Secretariat of the League shall
functions in connectionsecretarial

be responsible for the 
with the activities of any

Commission.

be applied to the conduct ofApplication 46.5. Rules 13 to
of other business of
Provisions body set UP

18 of these Rules shall
all Commissions of the Assembly and to any subsidiary
by the Counci 1.

c
SECTION VII

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

Rule 47

Regulations 47.1. The Assembly shall establish regulations for the financial 
administration of the League.
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Financial Implications of Recommendations

Rule 48

48.1. No recommendation involving expenditure shall be presented by 
any Commission of the League for approval by the Assembly unless 
it is accompanied by an estimate of expenditure prepared by the 
Secretary General.

48.2. The Secretary General shall keep all commissions informed of the 
detailed estimated cost of all recommendations which have been 
submitted by the Constitutional Commissions for approval by the 
Assembly.

48.3. Members elected to a constitutional Commission shall be entitled
to reimbursement of travel cost in accordance with the
arrangements currently in force for attendance at the Assembly.

48.4. When the members are appointed in a personal capacity to a 
statutory Commission or to a Commission appointed by the General 
Assembly, their total expenses shall be reimbursed by the League 
unless the National Society concerned offers to assume this 
responsibility, subject to the rules for travel assistance laid 
down from time to time by the General Assembly.

SECTION VIII

FINAL PROVISIONS

Amendments to the Constitution

Rule 49

49.1. In pursuance of Article 38 of the Constitution, the texts of 
proposed amendments to the Constitution shall be communicated to 
the Secretary General in such time as will permit the 
transmission of copies thereof by the Secretary General to the 
member Societies of the League not later than five months before 
the opening of the session of the Assembly at which they are 
intended to be considered.
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49.2. The Assembly, in conformity with Article 36 of the Constitution, 
shall decide on which date the adopted amendments shall enter 
into force.

Rule 50

Amendments to the Rules of Procedure
and Suspension

Amendments 50.1. Amendments of, or additions to, these Rules may be adopted at any
to the Rules plenary meeting of the Assembly, provided that the Assembly has
of Procedure received and considered a report thereon by an appropriate 

Commission appointed by the Council.

Suspension 50.2. Apart from the respective provisions of the Constitution the
of the Rules Assembly may at any plenary meeting decide by a simple majority
of Procedure to suspend the application of any Rule of these Rules of 

Procedure, provided that notice of the intention to propose 
suspension has been communicated through the Secretary General to 
delegations not less than twenty-four hours before the beginning 
of the meeting at which the proposal is to be made.

Rule 51

Contradiction 51.1. In case of any contradiction between any provision of these Rules
between and any provision of the Constitution of the League, that of the
provisions Constitution shall prevail.
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force

Matters not 51.2. In all matters not specifically provided for in these Rules or in
provided for any other duly adopted regulations, the President of the League, 

having taken the advice of the Council and the Secretary General, 
and without prejudice to any later regulations or other decision, 
shall take a decision in accordance with the Fundamental 
Principles of the Red Cross and the practices previously 
fol lowed.

Entry into 51.3. These Rules shall enter into force on 26 November 1987.
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